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The Montana DES Response Branch is charged with coordinating operational response at the state level
for any incident, emergency, or disaster that exceeds the capabilities of the local jurisdiction. Support for
incidents can include deployment of resources, incident management assistance, technical assistance,
and the deployment of Montana DES District Field Officers as Agency Representatives. Through mutual
aid agreements, memorandums of understanding, and other protocols and authorities, aid can be
requested from other states, federal partners, and other nations, as well as Voluntary Organizations Active
in Disaster (VOADS). The primary document for guiding state response is the Montana Emergency
Response Framework (MERF).

The Response Branch maintains a 24-hour duty Officer Program, which is the initial point of contact for
jurisdictions seeking assistance or reporting an incident. Based on the size and complexity of an incident,
the Response Branch may elect to activate the State Emergency Coordination Center (SECC), which is
located at Fort Harrison, Montana. In addition, the Response Branch maintains a full-time Logistics
Section Chief and two Response Coordinators.

The State Emergency Coordination Center is managed with a NIMS/ICS model that incorporates
Operations, Planning, Finance/Admin, and Logistic Sections. As an incident grows in scale or complexity,
the SECC organizational structure may grow as additional functions are activated, such as a Public Works
Group under Operations.

Other responsibilities of the Response Branch include:

¢ Maintaining day-to-day situational awareness of any incidents that may significantly affect the state
such as severe weather or wildfires.

» Coordination of National Guard assistance for any civil emergency or disaster.

* Preparing draft executive orders for disasters and emergency for review by the Office of the
Governor.

* Administration of the Search & Rescue Reimbursement Program.

The Governor’s current Executive Orders Current SECC Situation Report
(https://governor.mt.gov/Home/Governor/eo)

http://readyandsafe.mt.gov/Emergency/Response 3/29/2018



readyandsafe.mt.gov > Emergency > Response Page 3 of 4

http://readyandsafe.mt.
firefighters-headed-to-

(http://readyandsafe.mt.q

alert-system)

http://readyandsafe.mt.

management- california)
http//readyandsafe.mt. EMERGENCY ALERT SYSTEM assistance-grant-fmag)
secc-situation-report) (HTTP://READYANDSAFE ML EIRE MANAGEMENT MONTANA FIREFIGHTERS
HEADED TO CALIFORNIA
CURRENT SECC SITUATION ALERT-SYSTEM) ASSISTANCE GRANT (FMAG)
(HTTP:/[READYANDSAFEMT.|
REPORT The Emergency Alert LHHE.HBEAD_YAND_SAEE.MIJ FIREFIGHTERS-HEADED-
(HTTP:/[READYANDSAFEMI.| System (EAS) is a MANAGEMENT- T0-CALIFORNIA)
SECC-SITUATION-REPQRT) national public ASSISTANCE-GRANT-FMAG) .
. h Fifty-four Montana
10063 warning system that The FMAG program wildland firefighters

reqUireS leverages each and.SiXteen wildland
broadcasters, cable engines are headed to

television systems, ) California to assist in
. Y to use mutual-aid firefighting efforts.
wireless cable

) agreements for the 471
systems, satellite movement of those
digital audio radio

assets in a timely
service (SDARS)

manner, lessening
providers, and direct concerns about the
broadcast satellite

jurisdiction’s ability

financial burden.
(DBS) providers to 321
provide the
communications
capability to the

President to address
the American public
during a national
emergency.

408

(http://readyandsafe.mt.g
response-tools-for-

emergency-managers)

RSS (http://readyandsafe.mt.gov/Emergency/Response/rss/45083)

Load last 1 article(s)

http://readyandsafe.mt.gov/Emergency/Response 3/29/2018



readyandsafe.mt.gov > Emergency > Response

Montana Disaster and
Emergency Services
406-324-4777

STtat_e\fVIde MTDES@mt.gov
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State Safety Program
Manager
406-444-7462

State Capitol Security
Manager
406-444-3060
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