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Current Flooding

Above or forecast above MAJOR flood stage
• Clark Fork River - Missoula

Above or forecast above MODERATE flood stage
• Musselshell River near Shawmut

Above or forecast above MINOR flood stage
• Flathead Co – Flathead River, Middle Fork, North Fork, Stillwater River 
• Missoula Co – Blackfoot Clark Fork, Bitterroot Rivers
• Lewis/Clark Co – Ten Mile and Missouri Rivers
• Gallatin Co – Jefferson and Gallatin Rivers
• Park Co – Shields River
• Beaverhead Co – Big Hole River
• Jefferson Co – Boulder River
• Cascade Co – Sun River
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Sit on Daily Briefings 

1. Number of buildings at risk of flooding in SFHA (and outside)
• How many NFIP policies do you have?

2. Identify community buildings/evacuation centers in the SFHA

3. Identify FEMA-recognized levees or floodwalls

4. Non-recognized levees 

5. Discuss Emergency Permitting in SFHA (i.e. sandbagging)

6. Discuss Substantial Damage (assessment teams, temporary occupancy)

7. Contact the DNRC or FEMA for policy information 



Emergency Permitting

1. Understand the difference between a Floodplain Emergency 
Permit and sandbagging notice.

2. Development within the SFHA will need a permit.

3. The difference between designated flood zones and 
associated regulations.
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Field Reconnaissance 

1. Evaluate structures SFHA structures for notifications, Substantial Damage 
inspections
• What resources are available? Personnel, drones, etc.
• Field Worksheets

2. Coordinate with Emergency Manager/damage assessment teams
• Brief on SFHA location
• Brief on buildings in SFHA, foundation types, occupancy, depth of flooding
• Make available FIRMettes of areas impacted by flood
• Make available inspection worksheets to assist with Substantial Damage 

assessments 
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Community Outreach 

1. Community Meetings and Press Releases – discuss 
emergency permitting and S/D right away. NFIP flood 
insurance policies and reimbursable expenses for flood 
fighting materials and displacement.

2. Property Owner Notification
*   Emergency Notification and After-The-Fact Permitting
*   Sandbagging Notice
*   Emergency Berms
*   Substantial Damage notifications
*   Temporary Occupancy
*   Flood Insurance Claims
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Preliminary Damage Assessment (PDA) Teams
(by Presidential Declaration)

1. Individual Assistance (IA) Teams
• Assistance to individuals, families, businesses, and non-profits
• Provides temporary housing, repair money, etc.
• Have different terms regarding severity of damage than NFIP
• Assess damage to any structure regardless of location (in or out of SFHA)

2. Public Assistance (PA) Teams
• Assistance to community for community-owned structures

3. State/Tribal Emergency Management coordinates with local/county Emergency Management to 
guide PDA teams but you should strive to be a part of the teams
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