
         
Flood Multi-Agency Coordination Group 

 

    
Flood MACG April 24th Conference Call Notes 
 
Agencies on the Call: MT DES; DNRC, DPHHS, MT DEQ, MDT, Commerce, MADESC (Local 
Representation), National Weather Service (Great Falls, Missoula, Billings); Corps of Engineers, USGS, 
FEMA Region 8.   
 
Communications: 
Review the Communications list that was provided in the April 24th Calendar Invite.  Send any changes or 
updates for contact information to mtdesplans@mt.gov.  If you do not wish to have your cell phone on the 
contact list please inform us and it will be removed.  This contact list is For Official Use Only, please do not 
distribute. 
 
Declarations: 
Local Declarations since April 18th: City of Chinook, Town of Harlem, and Fergus County.  
 
State Declaration: State Declaration Executive Order 11-2018 signed on April 18th, 2018  
 
 
Weather Service Overview: 
National Weather Service - Updated Hydro Graph April 25, 2018 
 

  
 
Current River Flooding: 

• Above or forecast above MAJOR flood stage 
o Milk River at Tampico 

• Above or forecast above MODERATE flood stage 
o Milk River at Saco 
o Milk River at Harlem 
o Milk River at Glasgow 

• Above or forecast above MINOR flood stage 
o Milk River at Dodson 
o Milk River at Malta 
o Milk River at Nashua 
o Big Hole River near Melrose 
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National Weather Service –  
Great Falls:  

- Milk River at Harlem is cresting, expect elevated levels for another couple days 
- Water is receding in the Havre area 
- Currently monitoring the Big Hole – concerns for flooding due to mountain snow melt 
- Warm weather with temperatures in the 70’s to low 80’s this weekend 
- Potential for wet system next week with up to 1” precipitation in areas, mostly over North Central 

Montana 
Billings:  

- Currently monitoring with few concerns in the near future, but looking farther into May/June for Clark 
Fork and Yellowstone Rivers 

- Shield River has minor flooding 
 
Missoula: 

-  Current temps causing lower elevation snow runoff, no major issues expected near term 
- Cooler temperatures expected next week slowing snow melt rate 
- Concerns for Clark Fork, Bitterroot, and Flathead in May/June 

 
Resource Requests: 

- Gator Pump request from Valley County filled through USACE – Fort Peck Dam 
- No new resource requests 

 
Updates from April 18th Call 
Website Updated – readyandsafe.mt.gov website now has articles for flood information (current events, 
preparedness, recovery resources, and how to help).  Please review the website and send any links to 
information that provide relevant information. 
 
Incident Management Teams: County Assist Team is off-cycle and would need lead time for supporting an 
incident. If needed, MT DES will work with DNRC to determine availability and timelines.  South West team 
is rostered and will be the first team for priority. 
 
DNRC – USGS Agreement: Agreement is moving through for signatures, potentially completed by next week. 

- Requesting the temporary gauges and data collection will be coordinated between local jurisdiction, 
state, and USGS 

 
USGS – FEMA Mission Assignment: FEMA has a pre-scripted mission assignment with USGS if the need 
arises and a federal disaster is declared.  
 
Agency Updates 
DNRC 

- Providing public outreach to communities along the hi-line for emergency permitting, documenting 
damage, etc. 

- Floodplain administrators call on Friday, April 27, at 10 AM discussing roles for FP admins before, 
during and after a flood 

- Floodplain website being developed and will send a link for readyandsafe 
 
USACE 

- Inquiry from Havre for sandbags, have not had an official request, and Havre does not have a 
declaration at this time. 

USGS 
- Currently has crews working on the Milk and Marias rivers 
- Heavy debris is being observed, discharge is less than what was thought at Saco 
- Will visit Shield river and Milk river to conduct measurements 
- Musselshell River 

 



         
MADESC – Local DES Coordinators 

- Local coordinators are conducting a call on Tuesday afternoons to gain situational awareness, updates 
on unmet needs, technical assistance, and MAC group message/information input. 

- Some jurisdictions are already moving into recovery operations 
- Most of the areas of concern were covered in update 

 
MDT 

- Beginning to see improvements on road conditions along the high line, with 3 locations showing water 
over the roadway, down from 11 previously 

- Road map updated every evening  http://roadreport.mdt.mt.gov/travinfomobile/ 
- Chinook area still an area of concern  
- HWY 464 north of Browning is an area of concern because the ditches cannot contain the amount of 

water from the snow melt. 
-  

MT DES 
- MT DES and DNRC joint letter for Commissioners and Mayors/City Officials was sent out through 

MACO and League of Cities and Towns as well as the local DES coordinators. 
- Please send information that you would like to be a joint message from the  MACG for compiling, 

review, and distribution to mtdesplans@mt.gov.  We will work to craft the message and get it to the 
right audience 

 
 
Next call will be Wednesday, May 2nd  at 9 AM.  Call number is 1-888-447-7153, PIN 467642# 
 
If you have updates or information for the MAC Group, please send to mtdesplans@mt.gov.  For any time 
sensitive or critical operational information please contact the MT DES Duty Officer at 406-324-4777 or at 
mtdes@mt.gov. 
 
 

http://roadreport.mdt.mt.gov/travinfomobile/
mailto:mtdesplans@mt.gov
mailto:mtdes@mt.gov

