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Letters of Map Change – using Plain Language 

Plain Language =

• Language that someone can understand the first time they 
hear it

• Language that reflects the interests & needs of the receiver

Clear, plain, straightforward language

Common, everyday words
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Definition/Purpose of Letter of Map Change:

1. Official determination from FEMA  
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Letters of Map Change (LOMCs)

Definition/Purpose of Letter of Map Change:

1. Official determination from FEMA  

2. You receive –> a Letter

3. Determination Document =  
Map Amendment or a Map Revision

in plain language= clarification or  change to the map



Letter of Map Amendment – Why?

(in plain language)

 FEMA uses available information to make floodplain map
 Limitations in scale or detail 
 Naturally high areas sometimes inadvertently included
 Process to request clarification/determination from FEMA

Credit: FEMA



Insurance -1. Insurance: inadvertently included due to map scale

2.  Permit jurisdiction: clarification for floodplain administrator

Letter of Map Amendment – When?



Letter of Map Amendments – for What? 

Building
Entire Property
Portion of property (metes and 
bounds description)



Letter of Map Amendments

FEMA’s review:  Building is above the flood elevation and 
not in the high-risk area for flooding

 A Building



Letter of Map Amendments

FEMA’s review:  Portion of property/Entire property is above the 
flood elevation and not in the high-risk area for flooding

 Portion of property 
(metes and bounds description)

 Entire property



Letter of Map Amendments – What’s Needed?

 Base Flood Elevation  (or FEMA can determine for you)
 Certified Elevation Information (LAG or LLE)



Letter of Map Amendments – What’s Needed?

Certified Elevation 
Information

 Lowest Adjacent Grade (LAG)
 Lowest Lot Elevation (LLE)
Accuracy= 1/10 of a foot 



Letter of Map Amendments – Out As Shown

 Out As Shown
 When aerial photo 

clearly shows 
structure is 
completely out of 
mapped floodplain 

 Don’t need certified 
elevation 
information

www.floodplain.mt.gov - Mapping and Technical Resources -
Letter of Map Amendment-Out As Shown Method

http://www.floodplain.mt.gov/


Letter of Map Amendments – Outcome?

 Removed
 Structure
 Portion of Property
 Property

 Not Removed
Denied – LOMA-DEN



Letter of Map Amendments – Outcome?

Take to:
- Bank
- Insurance Agent
- Realtor
- Floodplain Administrator



Letter of Map Amendments – Good to Know..

 MT-1 form
 Use MT-EZ Form if can!!
 FREE  (cost = survey data)
 Need property documentation – Plat Map OR 

Property Deed + Parcel Map 
 60 day review (avg. 45 days)
 Options for submittal – online, paper, digital
 Can check on status online or by phone
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Letter of Map Amendments – Good to Know..

 MT-1 process
 Use MT-EZ Form if can!!
 FREE  (cost = survey data)
 60 day review 
 Options for submittal –

online, paper, digital
 Can check on status online 

or by phone
 Helpful instructions
 Technical Guidance 

Google: ‘LOMA Technical Guidance’



Poll Question…

What can you get a Letter of Map 
Amendment for?
 Building
 Property
 Portion of Property
 All of the above
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What about Floodway?

 FEMA uses available information to make floodplain map
 Limitations in scale or detail 
 Naturally high areas sometimes inadvertently included     

in the Floodway
 Process to request clarification/determination

Credit: FEMA



What about Floodway?

 FEMA uses available information to make floodplain map
 Limitations in scale or detail 
 Naturally high areas sometimes inadvertently included     

in the Floodway
 Process to request clarification/determination

Credit: FEMA

• Need Community 
Acknowledgement Form 
signed by Floodplain 
Administrator

• Issued as a LOMR-FW



What about Fill? 

 Areas elevated by fill 
 Process to request clarification/determination

Credit: FEMA

• Need Community 
Acknowledgement Form 
signed by Floodplain 
Administrator

• Fill needs to meet 
requirements 

• Fee – additional review
• Issued as a LOMR-F



Letter of Map Revision Based on Fill – When? 

Insurance -

Intentionally filling to elevate an area up/out of floodplain 

- for safety
- for insurance purposes  $



Determinations – Read them



Conditional Determinations – C_____

Regular: Existing Conditions

Conditional:  Proposed Conditions

Provides comment on the proposed plan. 
Does not remove mandatory insurance 
requirement.



Letter of Map Change (LOMC)

Definition/Purpose of Letter of Map Change:

1. Requesting an official determination from FEMA  
Map Clarification or a Map Change

MT-1 MT-2



Map Revision – When?

Need to revise part of the existing map or study

 Physical change to floodplain
 Bridge, culvert
 Fill
 Grading

 Correct an error
 Better data

 Detailed study in a Zone A 
 Updated hydrology/hydraulics



Map Revision – When?



Letter of Map Revisions – What’s Needed?

MT-2 Form
Technical/engineering analysis
Revised FIRM and revised FIS
Property owner notification
Time
$



Letter of Map Revision – Outcome?

 Revision
 FIRM Map
 FIS Profiles
 FIS Floodway     

Data Table



Map Revisions – Outcome?



Map Revision – on National Flood Hazard Layer



Map Revision – Issued vs. Effective



Map Revision – Issued vs. Effective



Poll Question…

When a new Letter of Map Revision 
(LOMR) goes into effect, does FEMA 
issue a new Flood Insurance Rate Map?

 Yes
 No



Poll Question…

When a new Letter of Map Revision 
(LOMR) goes into effect, does FEMA 
issue a new Flood Insurance Rate Map?

 Yes
 No



Letter of Map Changes – How to Find Them

 Local Floodplain Administrator’s Office

 DNRC Floodplain Program – Helena

 FEMA Map Service Center

 FEMA National Flood Hazard Layer 



FEMA Map Service Center          https://msc.fema.gov



FEMA Map Service Center           https://msc.fema.gov



FEMA National Flood Hazard Layer Viewer

LOMAs aren’t shown by default, only LOMRs
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FEMA National Flood Hazard Layer Viewer

LOMAs aren’t shown by default, only LOMRs



FEMA National Flood Hazard Layer Viewer



Thank You!

CLOMR-F

Tiffany Lyden - MT DNRC
tlyden@mt.gov

406-444-0599
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