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What the Heck are the Silver Jackets??

GREAT FALLS, MT
JUNE 13, 1805

On this day, Meriwether Lewis and a few men in his surveying party found the “Great
Falls” of the Missouri River. Portage around the falls was nearly 18 miles and took nearly
a month to traverse. They constructed carriages from cottonwood trees with wheels from
rounded slabs of tree trunks to carry their heavy canoes and supplies. Those who didn’t
carry supplies hunted for food. They were drenched by heavy rain showers, and several
were injured during a large hail storm.

During a downpour on June 29, William Clark, who was surveying the falls with
Toussaint Charbonneau, Sacagawea, her baby Jean-Baptiste Charbonneau, and York,
sought shelter under some overhanging rocks in a deep, dry coulee just above the first,
highest and deadliest of the five waterfalls. The flash flood nearly swept them all into the
Missouri River. Sacagawea only had time to rescue Jean-Baptiste from his cradleboard,
which was swept away along with his clothes and bedding.

The Silver Jackets vision iIs to
reduce flood risk for all
Montana Communities

MACOWNTA ’\!-J'\ HJSTORFCAL MARKER
state. and local agencies fo collaborate in reducing flood risk

SILVER JACKETS Siver Jockets brings fogether fedenl

e Established in 2012
e 11 Core Federal and State agencies (i.e. NWS, DES, USGS)
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How We Can Help?

e Two to four project proposals
each Fiscal Year

 Encourages Core Partners to
collaborate with local
communities

* No $ $ from communities or
match required
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Current Glendive Project

 Levee Breach Analysis

 LifeSim Enhanced Risk
Assessment
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Thank You

Worby McNamee, CFM, Floodplain Specialist, DNRC

worby.mcnamee@mt.gov 406-444-1343

Traci Owens, CFM, Hydraulic Engineer, USACE
traci.m.owens@usace.army.mil 402-995-2325
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