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  Mon.  July 20 Tues.  July 21 Wed. July 22 Thur. July 23 Fri. July 24 
AM Floodplain Basics 

8:00 –12:00  
Lect Hall-Rm 125 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Floodplain 101 for 
Realtors 
(HELENA) 
1:00-5:00 
Lect Hall-Rm 125 
 

Flood Insurance 
Updates 
9:00-10:30 
Lect Hall-Rm 125 
 
 
 
 
Permitting from the 
Local Level 
10:30-11:30 
Lect Hall-Rm 125 
 
 
 

Evaluation of Flood 
Prone Structures:  
Construction and 
Mitigation 
Techniques 
9:00-12:00 
Lect Hall-Rm 125 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 

Reducing Losses 
through Higher 
Regulatory and 
Building Codes 
9:00-11:00 
Lect. Hall-Rm 125 
 
Communication for 
Floodplain Projects: 
11:00-12:00 
Lect Hall-Rm 125 
 
 
 
 

CFM Prep Session 
 
9:00-12:00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lect Hall-Rm 125 
 

PM Permitting Workshop: 
Accessory Structures, 
Detached Garages, And 
Attached Garages – Oh 
My! 
1:00-4:00 
Lect Hall-Rm 125 
 

Flood Inundation 
Mapping: Agency 
Partnership 
1:00-2:00 
Lect Hall-Rm 125 
 
Interagency 
Coordination 
2:00-3:00 
Lect Hall-Rm 125 
 
Mitigation Funding 
3:00-4:00 
Lect Hall-Rm125 
 

  Floodplain 
Permitting for 
Existing Structures 
not in the Effective 
FIS 
1:00-2:30 
Lect Hall-Rm 125 
 
The Importance of 
Coordination 
2:30-3:30 
Lect Hall-Rm 125 
 
Floodplain and 
Insurance: Don’t get 
Caught in the Middle 
3:30-4:30 
Lect Hall-Rm 125 

CFM Exam 
1:00-4:00 
 
Lect Hall-Rm 125 
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Morning and afternoon snacks and beverages will be provided throughout 
the week.     
Lodging options in Helena: 
http://visitmt.com/places_to_stay/hotels_and_motels/ 
 

 
For more information: www.mtfloodplain.mt.gov 
 
To register online, access the following link:  https://app.mt.gov/cgi-
bin/confreg2/index.cgi?CONFERENCE_ID=4683&ACTION=INTRO 
 
 
Floodplain Basics Workshop, Mon. 8:00-12:00  
Traci Sears, MT DNRC, and Larry Schock, MT DNRC 
This session is tailored for those new to floodplain management and 
others interested in an overview of the basics of the National Flood 
Insurance Program (NFIP) and local floodplain programs – this 
segment will cover mapping, regulations, insurance, and the 
permitting process. 
 
 
Floodplain 101 for Realtors, Mon. 1:00-5:00 
Larry Schock, MT DNRC 
The objective of this course is to provide pertinent information on 
floodplain management related issues specific to realtors.  Topics 
include regulatory mapping, flood zone clarification, legal 
implications, insurance ramifications, mitigation, and 
laws/regulations that pertain to properties located in and adjacent 
to the floodplain.  This course will provide an avenue for realtors to 
gain additional understanding of floodplain management and the 
National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP). This session will offer 
insights on how local community NFIP participation affect realtors 
and potential purchasers of floodplain property in Montana. 

 
 

 
Flood Insurance Updates and Changes Tues. 9:00-10:30   
Emilie Verhovshek, National Flood Services 
This session provides attendees with information and updates on 
the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) flood insurance 
policies and rate changes of April and October 2015.  National Flood 
Services (NFS) is a private corporation used by insurance companies 
as a resource for the issuance of flood insurance policies.  
 
 
Floodplain Management from the Local Level, Tues. 10:30-11:30   
Sean O’Callaghan, CFM, AICP, Gallatin County Planning Director 
This session provides attendees with information on how local 
community floodplain management programs navigate numerous 
program components such as coordination with state and federal 
agencies on floodplain projects and required permitting.  
Additionally, this presentation will focus on the significance of local 
floodplain regulations, and will cover Gallatin County’s experience 
with local ordinance update and implementation. 
  
Permitting Workshop  – Accessory Structures, Detached Garages, 
and Attached Garages: Oh My! Tues. 1:00-4:00 
Traci Sears, MT DNRC, John Connors, MT DNRC; Marijo Brady, 
FEMA Region VIII 
This session involves interactive discussion on attached garages and 
accessory structures.  Everything you wanted to know about dog 
houses, gazebos, detached garages, sheds, carports, pole barns, 
tree houses, swimming pools (covered, uncovered), loafing sheds, 
tents, temporary structures, agricultural structures and the 
regulations that guide their construction in designated floodplains.  
This session provides tools for local floodplain administrators for 
these types of structures and buildings.  Additionally, it provides an 
overview of structures that are affixed to a permanent foundation 
versus adequately anchored against flotation.   

Montana Floodplain Resource Seminar 2015 
July 20-24, University of Montana-Helena 

College 
      

http://visitmt.com/places_to_stay/hotels_and_motels/
http://www.mtfloodplain.mt.gov/
https://app.mt.gov/cgi-bin/confreg2/index.cgi?CONFERENCE_ID=4683&ACTION=INTRO
https://app.mt.gov/cgi-bin/confreg2/index.cgi?CONFERENCE_ID=4683&ACTION=INTRO


 
3 

 
 
Evaluation of Flood Prone Structures:  Construction and Mitigation 
Techniques, Wed. 9:00-12:00 
Brendan Kane, CFM, ; Smart Vent Products, Inc.  
The demand for Elevation Certificates has never been higher due to 
driving forces such as Biggert-Waters and the Homeowners Flood 
Insurance Affordability Acts that are reforming the NFIP. This course 
will provide an in-depth look into how the Elevation Certificate 
(FEMA form 086-0-33) is utilized by the Insurance Industry to rate a 
property’s flood risk for NFIP Flood Insurance. In addition it will 
explain how a local municipality can use the form to enforce their 
Floodplain Management Ordinance. At the end of the course 
participants will have a better understanding on how the Elevation 
Certificate should be completed, correctly, and more accurately, 
which will improve their residents flood insurance premiums and 
ensure a flood resilient structure is built. Case studies will be used 
to illustrate what flood loss preventive solutions are available and 
how to identify possible solutions using the Elevation Certificate 
that can dramatically lower an owner’s NFIP premium. FEMA’s 
Technical Bullet 1 Wet Floodproofing and Technical Bulletin 3 Dry 
Floodproofing techniques will be reviewed.  

Flood Inundation Mapping: Agency Partnership 
Wed. 1:00-2:00  
Kathy Chase, USGS; Gina Loss, NWS 

Web-based, real-time flood inundation maps (FIMs) that are tied to 
USGS real-time streamgage data and National Weather Service 
(NWS) flood forecast sites enable officials to make timely 
operational and public safety decisions during floods. The USGS has 
partnered with the NWS for the display of inundation maps to the 
public. Web services are also available that allow the display of 
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) HAZUS loss 
estimations within FIMs. A demonstration of the latest features in 
FIMs will be included in the presentation. 

 
 
 

Interagency Coordination, Wed.  2:00–3:00 
Adam Powers, MT DNRC  
Everyone likes to dip their toes into cool flowing water.  This is 
never more true than during a disaster when dozens of agencies 
need to coordinate their activities, authority, and jurisdictional 
responsibility to protect this natural resource.  This presentation 
describes the complicated relationships that develop during a flood. 

Mitigation Funding, Wed. 3:00-4:00 
Kent Atwood, State Hazard Mitigation Officer, MT DES 
This session offers information on current and upcoming mitigation 
funding opportunities, in addition to discussion on applicable past 
and current projects. 
 
Reducing Losses through Higher Regulatory Standards and Building 
Codes, Thurs. 9:00-11:00 
Brooke Buchanan, PE, FEMA Region VIII 
This presentation features the correlation between building code 
provisions and NFIP requirements, as well as highlights of the 
Colorado losses avoided study and best practices.  While the 
Community Rating System (CRS) concepts of adopting higher 
regulatory standards and floodplain management principles are 
advocated as best practices, there is little empirical data to 
demonstrate the return on investment for these regulatory or policy 
actions. The goal of the study was to quantify these benefits and 
demonstrate what types of regulations and policies could have the 
most substantial impact on reducing future damages. 

Communication for Floodplain Projects:  “It hasn’t flooded here in 
the 10 years I’ve owned this place” 
Thurs. 11:00-12:00 
Daniel March, PE,CFM, HDR Inc. 
Floodplain management has its own language and specialized 
knowledge that can be taken for granted by those that have worked 
in the industry for years.  This talk discusses lessons learned in 
communicating that special language, issues that can arise due to 
miscommunications, who should be contacted, and example 
responses to questions that commonly arise during projects located 
within a designated floodplain.  
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Floodplain Permitting for Existing Structures not in the Effective 
FIS, Thurs. 1:00-2:30  
Joseph Smith, Morrison-Maierle 
What happens when a structure in the floodplain is improved or 
reconstructed, but it is not in the effective modeling?  Often, 
especially in the case of diversion dams, these structures are 
already creating a rise in BFE not represented in the effective FIS 
data.  This presentation will explore the regulatory requirements 
surrounding floodplain permitting in this scenario, and will present 
example case studies.  Each example has been unique, usually 
requiring input from the DNRC and FEMA on how to proceed. 
 
 
The Importance of Coordination: Case Studies in Floodplain 
Permitting 
Jeremiah Theys, Johnathan Weaver, Great West Engineering 
Thurs. 2:30-3:30 
Even though the tides are changing, it seems that Floodplain 
Development Permits are an afterthought on many projects.  This 
presentation will highlight the importance of coordination when it 
comes to floodplain permitting.  Several case studies from cities and 
counties across the state will be discussed.  The presentation will 
also cover inconsistencies that sometimes exist between various 
city/county regulations. 

 
 
Floodplain and Insurance: Don’t Get Caught in the Middle 
Thurs. 3:30-4:30 
Shawn Higley, WWC Engineering; John Connors, MT DNRC 
This session provides information on the challenges of flood 
insurance in local floodplain administration, and highlights the 
responsibilities local floodplain administrators are charged with.  
This session will cover the sometimes creative methods applied in 
determining base flood elevations, and how communities can 
circumvent potential missteps to maintain compliance.   
 
 
 

 
CFM Exam Prep, Fri. 9:00-12:00 
Tiffany Lyden, CFM, Traci Sears, CFM & Mike DaSilva, CFM 
This is an interactive review session for the CFM Exam.  This class 
provides a unique opportunity for participants to ask specific 
questions about the exam and will include floodplain topics that 
appear in the exam.    

 
CFM (Certified Floodplain Manager) Exam, Fri. 1:00-4:00 
Traci Sears, CFM, & Mike DaSilva, CFM 
The Association of State Floodplain Managers has established a 
national program for professional certification of floodplain 
managers. The program recognizes continuing education and 
professional development that enhance the knowledge and 
performance of local, state, federal, and private-sector floodplain 
managers.  ASFPM Exam, Fee & Exam Registration apply and are 
separate from MT Floodplain Resource Seminar registration, 
see:  http://www.floods.org/index.asp?menuid=405&firstlevelmenu
id=180&siteid=1 
Apply to ASFPM for exam registration by July 3. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Recreational Diversions 
Helena’s Alive at Five 
If interested in socializing and enjoying live music, check out 
Wednesday’s Alive at Five in Helena.  
http://www.downtownhelena.com/01.09alive5.html  

http://www.floods.org/index.asp?menuid=405&firstlevelmenuid=180&siteid=1
http://www.floods.org/index.asp?menuid=405&firstlevelmenuid=180&siteid=1
http://www.downtownhelena.com/01.09alive5.html

