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Identifying Risk Through Mapping



• Indicate areas of flood risk

• Used for various purposes
– Local floodplain regulations
– Flood insurance premiums
– Local emergency planning

• Need periodic updating

Flood Insurance Rate Maps



1981  Harlowton & Wheatland 
County Floodplain Maps

Flood Insurance Rate Maps



1981 Wheatland County
Floodplain Maps

Musselshell River Flood Insurance Rate Maps

based on information from the late 1970’s



Re-Study of Musselshell River 

Existing maps 
need updating



Re-Study of Musselshell River & Antelope Creek 
Draft maps now ready for review - finalized:  est. early 2019 

Town of Lavina



Re-Study of Musselshell River & Antelope Creek 



Musselshell River & Antelope Creek Information
www.floodplain.mt.gov/musselshell



Musselshell River & Antelope Creek 
Proposed Changes www.floodplain.mt.gov/musselshell



Musselshell River & Antelope Creek 
Proposed Mapping

www.floodplain.mt.gov/musselshell



Musselshell River Draft Maps
Ready for review – finalized est. early 2019



www.floodplain.mt.gov/gallatinIdentify Your Flood Risk



Floodplain regulations include permitting 
requirements for new construction as well as 
certain modifications to existing structures.

New residential construction must be elevated 
two feet above the Base Flood Elevation. New 
commercial construction must be flood-proofed 
or elevated two feet above the Base Flood 
Elevation. 

Development Regulations 

Improvements to an existing structure greater 
than 50% of a structure’s market value (a 
Substantial Improvement) require the entire 
structure to be brought into compliance with 
the requirements of the regulations. 

For those in the high-
risk flood zone. 

Wheatland County and Harlowton have floodplain 
regulations that  regulate development activity within 
the 100-year floodplain (below the Flood Elevation)



If your structure is in a high-risk zone, 
your lender may require you to 
purchase flood insurance. 

If your structure is in a lower-risk zone, 
flood insurance is not mandatory, but it 
is recommended. 

Flood Insurance Requirements 

Any Wheatland County or Harlowton 
landowner can purchase flood insurance 
to protect their assets.  

Renters can buy flood insurance for their 
contents. 



Proposed Map Changes

1. Draft maps ready for public 
review 

2.Public review process
3.Maps finalized – est. early 2019

Musselshell River & Antelope Creek
FLOODPLAIN MAPPING UPDATE PROJECT



Next Steps – Public Review



Who Is Involved?
Who You Can Speak With

Musselshell River & Antelope Creek
FLOODPLAIN MAPPING UPDATE PROJECT

WHEATLAND COUNTY
Page Dringman
Floodplain Administrator

MT DEPT OF NATURAL RESOURCES  & CONSERVATION

Tiffany Lyden Traci Sears
Outreach Specialist Montana National Flood Insurance 

Program Coordinator
Worby McNamee
Floodplain Specialist

MORRISON MAIERLE, INC.
Luke Carlson
Project Engineer



Musselshell River – Harlowton Stream Gage 



Elevation Survey – Pilot Study
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