
 
 

How to Apply for a Letter of Map Amendment (LOMA) or  
Letter of Map Revision Based on Fill (LOMR-F) 

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) applies rigorous standards to develop Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRMs) 
and uses the most accurate flood hazard information available.  However, limitations in the scale or topographic detail of the 
source maps used to prepare a FIRM may cause small elevated areas to be included in a Special Flood Hazard Area (SFHA).  
SFHAs are high-risk areas subject to inundation by the base (1% annual chance) flood, also known as the 100-year floodplain.   

To request a flood hazard determination in these small areas, FEMA provides the LOMA process for buildings on naturally 
high ground and the LOMR-F process for buildings elevated by the placement of fill.  LOMAs and LOMR-Fs can provide a 
written determination from FEMA that a building (or a property or portion of property) is above the base flood elevation and 
not in the high-risk flood zone.  This can remove your lender’s Federal flood insurance requirement.  Flood insurance is still 
recommended above or outside high flood risk areas, even if it is not required by your lender; it is typically less expensive in 
moderate and lower flood risk areas.  

  



 

Getting Started 
Part 1: Application Form  
You can download the application form from FEMA’s website  https://www.fema.gov/mt-ez-form-instructions  

Part 2: What Do I Need for the Application?  

Part 3: Submitting the Application  
FEMA can only issue LOMA or LOMR-F determinations based on a current flood map.  Because Gallatin 
County’s preliminary Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRM) and Flood Insurance Study (FIS) are not yet 
effective, LOMA or LOMR-F applications based on the new maps should not be submitted until they are 
effective (anticipated in late 2020). Applications submitted 30 days prior to the effective date can be 
reviewed and issued shortly after the new maps go into effect.  As they become available, the effective date of the new maps 
and relevant updates will be provided here:  www.floodplain.mt.gov/gallatin  and https://msc.fema.gov.    

Part 4: What Happens After I Submit My Application? 

 

 
  
Questions or More Information:  
Tiffany Lyden      Sean O’Callaghan  
MT Dept of Natural Resources and Conservation   Gallatin County Floodplain Administrator 
tlyden@mt.gov  406-444-0599    planning@gallatin.mt.gov   406-582-3130 

 

FEMA Map Information eXchange (FMIX) 
FEMAMapSpecialist@riskmapcds.com 877-336-2627  
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