
 

  

Montana DNRC Forested Trust Lands HCP  
Annual Update to USFWS for 2015 
3/3/16 
DNRC Missoula Headquarters – Clark Fork Conference Room 
10:00 am to 4:00 pm 
Final Meeting Notes 
 
Present: 
Jodi Bush  USFWS 
Ben Conard  USFWS 
Ross Baty   DNRC 
Gary Frank  DNRC  
Sonya Germann  DNRC  
Jeff Schmalenberg           DNRC 
Jessica Brown  DNRC  
 
MEETING NOTES: 

HCP Update/Overview 

Jeff started the meeting with introductions, an overview of the agenda, and quick overview of 
implementation in 2015.  

-      Transition Lands – A draft transitional lands strategy proposal was written by DNRC and 
presented to USFWS. DNRC is proposing the inclusion of approximately 78,707 acres acquired 
from 5 individual land transactions into the HCP project area. USFWS will consult with the 
regional office and set up a meeting to discuss a transitional lands strategy.  

-      No changed circumstances occurred during 2015. 

-  DNRC provided a discussion on the AGOL “Collector”/Road data tool for road data 
collection. 

o Road inventory will always be a challenge and having this user-friendly road 
updating technology will enable us to have much better and more current road 
information, which will aid accuracy in reporting and project analyses.  

o Most road inventory completed at project level. 
o This tool will hopefully be completed for employee use by summer 2016. 

- Special Projects Monitoring 

o Our Northwest Land Office area biologists established 6 carnivore bait stations in 
the Stillwater Block this winter.  Several wolverines and a Canada lynx were 
photographed at the sites and hair was collected from at least one of the 
wolverines.  Data collection and reporting is being coordinated with ongoing USFS 
carnivore monitoring work.  DNRC continues to support the bear ranger in the Swan, 
Kathy Ake (USFS) data manager for NCDE, Swan Ecosystem Center I & E, and Lolo 
National Forest fisher project. 

- Training 
o Project-level training is ongoing and will continue to be a primary training method.  
o Grizzly Bear Avoidance training video is an ongoing and expanding success.  To date 

144 employees have reviewed the material (11 additional staff in 2015). 
 



 

  

Terrestrial Monitoring Commitments 

Ross led the discussion on the implementation and monitoring of HCP terrestrial wildlife 
commitments. 

- Terrestrial Species Overview 
- Grizzly Bear 

o Human/bear incidents 
 There were multiple bear sightings by DNRC field staff this summer. Three 

employees encountered a sow with two cubs near Blanchard Creek near 
Clearwater Junction.  The crew quickly backed out of the area and avoided 
an aggressive reaction by the sow.   

o Livestock/grizzly bear incidents 
 None reported for 2015. 

o Bear Presence Signs 
 To date, 4 signs have been established in the Stillwater Block. However, 2 

are not up yet because of a timber sale but will be installed this spring. 
Laminated food storage signs are maintained each year at 5 locations. 

 The Swan Unit has 11 mapped sign locations. To date, 12 signs have been 
placed on the forest. Of these, 8 were stolen last year and many shot before 
their removal.  

 Ben questioned if DNRC should have the signs if they are being stolen and 
shot, but Ross said there are other things they could try before removing 
them. One option would be to alter the design and remove the bear images.  

o Road Density 
 Total road density within grizzly bear recovery zones remained relatively 

constant across the HCP Project Area.  
 Open roads decreased by 34.1 miles.  
 Total road miles decreased on recovery zone lands within the HCP Project 

Area by 18.8 miles.  
 Jodi asked if any monitoring was moved until a later time because of the 

settlement agreement. Ross said nothing was affected regarding 
monitoring.  

- Lynx 
o DNRC corrected a habitat model error applicable to the Central Land office. There 

was an error in the model that was listing grazing land as lynx habitat. 
o Approximately 3,133 acres of non-forested habitat were removed.  
o All LMAs and Land Offices are in compliance.  

- Species Listings/Updates 
o Jodi mentioned the status review of the lynx being conducted by the USFWS is 

ongoing.   
o Fishers have been petitioned for listing and the petition is in process. 
o Wolverines are currently in litigation. 
o Northern long-eared bats only affect management in eastern counties. Primarily a 

white-nose syndrome disease issue is affecting the species.  USFWS is undertaking 
efforts to verify and clear Montana as unoccupied and outside of the distribution of 
the species.  There is only one known individual from one eastern county from 



 

  

several decades ago.  Recent monitoring efforts have not found any individuals.  
MNHP is taking the lead on additional monitoring projects. 

o USFWS is currently gathering information about bog lemmings.  
o Sage grouse plans are currently moving forward in a positive direction for the 

species.  
o There are a few invertebrates that will be listed soon.  

 
- HCP Implementation Checklist Update  

o Process has evolved over time and is quite effective in its current iteration. No near- 
term vision to alter this tool, however some updating is needed pertaining to 
commitments affected by the Stillwater Block settlement agreement. 

o There were 25 HCP checklists completed during this reporting period. All are 
associated with commercial timber harvest.  

 
 
Aquatic Monitoring Commitments 

- Implementation Monitoring 
o RMZ harvest allowances 

 There were no sites where an RMZ harvest allowance occurred in 2015.  
o Connectivity strategy 

 DNRC has met the 5 year commitment under the HCP. DNRC did no 
corrective actions on fish passages in 2015. In 2016, 7 sites will be put under 
contract and completed.  

o Grazing strategy 
 DNRC gave an overview of license management strategy. 
 To date, 8 corrective actions have been applied. 

o Cumulative watershed effects coarse filters 
 DNRC described the levels of analysis in CWE filters.  In 2015, 9 projects 

used a Level 1 CWE analysis. A more detailed analysis, Level 2 and Level 3, 
was completed on 10 projects.  

- Effectiveness Monitoring: 
o RMZ effectiveness monitoring (LWD, shade, stream temperature) 

 RMZ conservation strategies are proving highly effective and data collected 
to date is accurately verifying model results used in the HCP EIS. 

o BMP Audits 
 Internal BMP audits were conducted on 9 timber sale projects during 2015. 
 BMPs were properly applied on 98% of the practices rated.  
 BMPs were effective in protecting soil and water on 99% of the practices 

rated.  
o Quantitative Studies 

 DNRC completed two instream turbidity projects.  
 Two years of pre-harvest baseline data has been collected at Harris Creek. 

The proposed action was completed in 2015 and DNRC plans to continue 
monitoring through 2016.  

o Fish passage monitoring 
 DNRC focuses on emulating geomorphic and stream bed processes. 



 

  

 No effectiveness monitoring was completed on sites where corrective 
actions have been implemented. Monitoring is planned for sites in 2016. 

o Redd trampling study 
• DNRC has initiated an assessment of all existing redd trampling risk 

across all project area lands with grazing licenses. 
• 105 of 153 project area parcels supporting one or more HCP-

covered fish species have now been inventoried.  
• Mitigation measures are currently being developed for 29 high risk 

streams.  

 
 
New Science 

- DNRC mentioned the study completed by Mark Ruby, which utilized telemetry data that was 
collected with support from the cooperators of the Swan Agreement.  
 

Ruby, M.D.  2014. Evaluation of grizzly bear (Ursus arctos) movement and habitat use 
in relationship to human development in the Swan-Clearwater valleys, 
Montana.  University of Montana, M.S. Thesis, May 2014. 

- DNRC also mentioned the study completed by Megan Kosterman.  This study stresses the 
importance of habitat connectivity, and percentages of young and old forest stand 
conditions required for female lynx to be reproductively successful at a landscape scale.   
Additional research of this type is needed over time provide further insights into important 
quantified habitat parameters.  Covertype and understory density were not evaluated 
directly in the study. 

 
Kosterman, M.K. 2014. Correlates of Canada Lynx reproductive success in northwest 

Montana. M.S. Thesis Paper 4363, University of Montana, Missoula. 69 pp.  
 

 
 
Compliance with HCP 

- Based on the updates at the annual meeting, the draft annual report and continued 
communication with the USFWS, DNRC is complying with the requirements and terms of the 
HCP. 

 
Action Items 

• USFWS agreed to a follow up meeting to discuss a transition lands strategy. This meeting will 
take place early April 2016.  


