
































23. CULTURAL UNIQUENESS AND DIVERSITY:

How would the action affect any unique quality of the area?

Alternatives 

No Action Alternative: Impacts to cultural uniqueness and diversity would continue to be evaluated 
on a site-by-site basis through a narrative EA. 

Action Alternative: 

Direct, Secondary and Cumulative Impacts: There are no impacts to cultural uniqueness and diversity 
expected from the placement of lay flat hose. 

Duration: No impacts are expected therefore duration is not applicable 

24. OTHER APPROPRIATE SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC CIRCUMSTANCES:

Estimate the return to the trust. Include appropriate economic analysis. Identify potential future uses for the analysis
area other than existing management. Identify cumulative economic and social effects likely to occur as a result of the
proposed action.

Alternatives 

No Action Alternative: Impacts to other appropriate social and economic circumstances would 
continue to be evaluated on a site-by-site basis through a narrative EA. 

Action Alternative: 

Direct Impacts: Each Land Use License application generates a fee of $25. Fair market value for the 
lay flat hose placement is $0.50 per foot of hose. The total amount received from an individual project 
can vary dependent upon the length of hose authorized to be placed on Trust Lands. Typically, the 
total value of each license is greater than $1,000 but less than $10,000. 

Secondary Impacts: The placement of lay flat hose allows oil companies to complete their oil wells 
through hydraulic fracturing. This process is essential in tight-shale unconventional reservoirs. Without 
this process, the well would not be economically viable and would not be drilled. If the well that is 
fractured contains State of Montana Trust Lands mineral estate, the trust would be expected to receive 
oil royalties which are separate and in addition to the money generated from the license. 

Cumulative Impacts: The authorization of lay flat land use licenses is essential to the oil and gas 
industry in Montana. The minerals management bureau receives approximately $20 million annually 
from oil and gas activity on State of Montana Trust Lands. 

Duration: Land Use License rentals are distributable which means they are allocated through the 
Montana Legislature each biennium to the beneficiaries of the State of Montana Trust Lands. 
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