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May, 1946

Hon, Sam C, Ford
Capitol Building
Helena, liontena

Denr Governor Ford:

Submitted herewith is 2 consolidated report on the water re-
sourccs survey of Carbon County, '‘ontcna. This work is being
carricd on by funds made available to the State Engineer and
the Stote Vater Conservation Board by the 29th Legislative

Session, 1945,

The report is divided into two booklets—part onc consisting
of the history of land and water use, irrigoted lands, water
rights, ete., vhile part two conterins all of the township raps

showing in color the lands irrigated from cach canal,

The office files contain minutc deseriptions and details of
each individuel water right, water and land use, etc., which
are too voluminous tec bc ineluded herein. These office files
are avallable for inspection to those who zre intcrested,

kr, Gerald J. Oravetz, Assistont Stote Engineor, has directed
the detail office and ficld work of this preject and is en-
. titled to much credit for the cxcellent sccomplishment.

Respectfully suhbmitted,

okt Ly ‘.,4., o
Fred E, Buck
State Enginecer
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FOREWCRD

In nearly all of the 17 Western Reclamation States a water right
is obtnined by first making a filing with some legclly designated
centrnl stote agency--usually the State Engireer's Office--setting
forth the omount of water desired and the area proposed to be irri-
gated, 4 study is then made of the sufficiency of the water supply
~nd, if found adequate, & permit for use of the water is issued and
recorded. If studies show that the stream is depleted, the appli-
cotion is denied. The procedurc in Montena, however, is vastly
different.

In liontana a right to the usc of water from o streom not adjudi-
cated by the courts is acquired by posting a noticc on the strocam
and filing game in the office of the county clerk of the county
whorein the appropriation is located, and by proceeding to divert
and use the water., Vhere a person diverts and uses water from a
stream without posting or filing a notice, a water right based
thercon has been rccognized as valid by the courts, Whenever it
becomes nceessary to adjudicate the stream, both mecthods of ac-
quiring rights have been recognized by the courts, and the amount
of water finally deereed and dates of priority in cither cnse are
determined by the cvidences and proofs.

Under Montrna law there is no restriction as to the amount of
water one may designate in his notice of appropriation, 4s a con-
sequence, the amount set forth in the filing in no wey indicates
the amount being diverted and used, nor does it show whether or not
the water was cver used at all to perfect the right. To further
complicate this matter, our caurts have made it almost impossible
to prove the zbandonment of a water right.

There is no central office in the Stote where recordings are
filed, or any supervision over the distribution of water from un-
adjudicated streams. One wishing to study the validity of a wcter
right must make a2 secarch of the county records wherein the stream
is located and perhaps two, three, or more counties if the stream
courses through them, J,bout the only result one will accomplish by
such 2 research will be a tabulation of the dates of filing., The
amounts of water filed on will be of no consequence; therc is no
conclusive evidence that the recorded appropriations have been per-
fected, and there is no record of the rights which are being used
but never recorded. Therefore, a purchaser of ranch property,
where he has to depend upon irrigation from a streem that is not
cd judicated, has no way of determining the validity or priority of
his water right. He has no assurance of the value of the right
until the stream is adjudicated by the court, when each claimant
must prove his claim by meterial wlitnesses,
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The pioneers who are able to offer direct testimony in adjudicoa~
tion suits are rapidly passing on, One phnse of this water re-
sources survey is to obtain 211 of the first-hand informotion .pos—
sible on water and land use from the "old-timers" who are left, be-
fore it is too late, These data will include every known water
right up to the time of completing the work in the respcctive
counties, and the information will bc on file for inspection in the
Stote Enginecr's Office. A prospective land purchaser, after
studying the rccord, may have a good idee of the sufficiency and
priority of thc right appurtenant to the land in question.

In this and succeeding volumes of the data compiled by this water
resources survey, it is the intention to provide as much informa-
tion as is possible rclative to the water right records of the
various counties, as well as to assemble such other information as
may be available from all sources having knowledge of these various
water rights. Bvery precaution is being teken to awid errors in
the compilation of these data, However, becouse of the vagueness
of the records and of the contradictions fourd therein, we cannot
absolutely guarcntce their authenticitye

The value of this work has been well substantiated in negotiating
the Yellowstone River Compask between the states of Viyoming, North
Dakote, and bigntana. In arriving at an cquitable division of the
waters between the states, it was necessary for Montana to have a
catalog of its land and water use. This some question may arise
in other river basin.. Agein, it is highly important that Montana
gather such data and thereby be able to defend its water rights in
the developrent of the great river basins of the lissouri and
Columbia Rivers,




PROJECT HISTORY

As the result of a proposal made by the Montana State College and
the State Engineer on August 9, 1939, to the Vorks Projects Adminis-
tration, an authorization for the expenditure of ¥176,195 of Federal
funds was secured for the purpose of making a comprehensive study of
lontana's water resources. The two state agencies, acting as co-
sponsors with /FA, pledged additional funds in the amount of #41,930
making a total of w218,125,

Viork begen on the study in February, 1940, after formal approval
by the Washington office of the Vorks Frojects Administration; bub
before approvel could be secured the sponsors were required to submit
satisfactory evidence of the usefulness of the study and proof that
it would not dujlicate work elready being done by other agencies.

Stetenlents were obtained from all Federal Departments that were
likely to be intercsted in the study in answer to inquiries as to
(1) Whether the proposed study wuld duplicate or overlap studies al-
ready in progress; and (2) Whether the study vhen completed would be
useful to these agenciess

Excerpts from the replics redeived from several agencies are
given below:

U, S. Army Enginecrs - The following is from a letter dated September
11, 1939, signcd by Cols C. L. Sturdevant, Corps of Engincers!

"The scope of the proposed project appears to
be quite comprehensivc, and the rasults of a study such as you have
outlined would be of value to this office. The proposed studics
would be of particular value to this officec and also to the i ssouri
Headwaters and Yellowstone Drainage Basin Committees of the National
Resources Planning Board, if they werc to include estimates, for both
existing potentiel individual projects of water shortage, available
water supply, gross duty and ultimate return flow (for determining
consumptive use and stream flow depletion).”

U. S. Geological Survey - From a lectter dated fugust 16, 1939, signed
by A. H., Tuttle, District Engincer:

"Receipt is acknowledged of your letter of
hugust 10 in regard to compilations of factual data concerning water
supply and irrigeble lands of Montana., I believe the purposes as
presented in your letter cover the field very adequately.

"Your attention is called to the first of
these purposes, which has to deal with summaries of stream flow re-
cords for the principal water sheds of Montana, The Geological Sur-
vey is complling summaries for all Stations, and this informetion may

-
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be of considernble assistance to you in moking up your report."

U. S. Burecu of Reclamation - The following paragraph is from a
Totter dnted November 21, 1939, signed by then acting Commissioner,
H. W, Boshore:

"It appears to this office that the
data you propose to obtain will be of considerable value, particular-
ly in the prelimincry planning of our investigotions of potentisl ir-
rigstion projects. The vrlue, of course, will be measurcd by both
the nuthenticity eond the completeness of the basic data and the accu-
recy of the pro oscd studv. It is not belicved that this survey will
duplicnte tny nctivity o? this agency.”

"7, S. Forest Service - From a letter by Hwan Kelly, Aggional Forester:

"Tnoush unable to moke deteiled eveluation of
the projeet in our work, we have rocopnized on incrensing need for
completc, readily available dota on water resourccs, water use and
water nceds in our lines of cndeavor. Such information, compiled in
usablec form, is cssentizl for adequate multi-usc resource planning
and menagement on national forest lands from which comes a large part
of lontone's usable water. In more specific ficlds, such as flood
control studics, the granting of permits for the occupancy of noticnal
forest lands involving water use, the redomption of responsibility
vosted in us in cooperstion with the Federel lower Commission, ctc.,
the need for such dete is apparent to us. I have only commendation
for the project and agein cxpress hope thot it ean be successfully
consummated,”

Farm Sceurity idministration - From a letter by C. H. Tillson, Re-
gional Director:

"The comprehensive study of kontena's
water resources to be conducted by the Montana Lgricultural Experi-
ment Stction, State Vater Conservation Beard, and ~ .P.L., 28 indicated
in yonr lctter, will in no way duplicate work done by Ferm Sccurity.

I sincerely hope that this project mey be cxpedited to the grentest
cxtent possible, ns no doubt Farm Security will be onc of the princi-
pel sgencies meking usc of the informstion you contcmplzte obtaining
and catnrloging., Lock of such informction has been a severc hendicap
to Farm Sceurity idministretion in the rehobilit~tion ond water
facilitics progrem in Montona .M

U. S. Indian Scrvice - Statement by ''. 5. Henna, Supervising Engincers

"I »m of the opinion that studiecs such as you
deseribe would be uscful to this servicc., A4S you are aware, there
are o number of Indian Irrigetion Service Projects in Montana, and we
have morc or less complete date regording the greoter number of such
projects and a considerable volume of information has alrcady been
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submitted to the National Resourcss Committee.

"For the wurpose of study, it would be advan-
tzgeous to us to have rather complete inforration as to the use al-
ready being made of the availcoble waters in any particular water
shed in which we might contemplate further development "

The statements received from all Fedmal lgencies showed not
only thnt the work rromoscd nmdar this projoct was mi o duplico-
tion of soicthing alrecndy being doie, but turt the work when com-
rletid vould te usciul in various develowrent programs,

As soon ns ~uthorizotion wes received from the VWashington Of-
fice of W.P.dA., the co-sponsors activanted the project as a "Study
of “ater Rights ¢nd water Usc in Montsna", The brosd scope of this
study made it advisable to divide the study inko four phnscs as
follows:

(l) Summary ord tabulotion of strernm flow dota.

\?) Ovrcrshir ond use of water--cataloging of water rights,

\3) Mapping cf lends now umder irri gotion nnd usc of water
on these lends,

(4) Potentisl irrigable londs.

The first phosc of the study wns accomplishced by assigning
several T.P.A, workers to the District Officc of the U. S. Geologi-
cal Survey at Heleno, where sll the stream flow mersurements were.
summarized in preparation for publication. Pending its officiel
publication as a2 water supply papcr by the U. S. Government Print-
ing Office, these dete were mde available in mimcograph form o
Spceinl Reports:

Little Missauri River

Spceial Report #11 - “ater Resowees of lontrna - Kissouri River above
Fort Benton.
" " Fl2 - M " n , ~ liissouri Riv»r bel ow
Fort Lntcn.
y P 2 e " % H - Clarks Fork, Kootcnai

and St. vory's Rivers

The datn contoined in thesc reports have since been published
by the U. 5. Printing Officc and are available as V.ater Supply Paper
fr917 "Summary of Records of Surface !aters of iissouri and St,
l.ary River Basins in lontena, 1881—1938"

The second phese of the study, which covers the ovnership -
us¢ of water and rccording of water rights, is well under way, but
it will require seversl years to comjlote the work for ~ll counties
in the state. Transcribing CXlStln,_-_._\ records of arproprictions a
decrecs was the first step ond is now complete in all counties,
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The cotaloging and indexing of these water rights is a highly tech-
nical procedure rcquiring constent and profcssicnzl supcrvision.

1t involves a carcful exomination and verificntion of each recorded
sppropriation, snd a field check to determine location and extent
of use.

Ls the work is completed in cach county, a report will be pre-
pered which vill become & permenent rccord for the benefit of all
persons concerncd with the use of water. This report is bcing pre-
prred in two parts, the first of which consists of a history of
cach ditch, company, associstion, irrigntion district, cte., begin-
ning with the original filing ¢f the water right; the construction
of the diversion dem and ¢rnel system; the rames of persons con-
nected with the organization, and e courty sumsery. Fart two con-
sists of & sct of township raps, shoring the locotion of all cancls,
and ditches, the beundarics of irrigated land and the potentiel
irrigeble landss Lands now irrigeted under the severel canels are
shown on the maps in different colors.

Rceords of approprictions, together with a plet of cach irri-
gated farm, ore cross-indexed for easy nccessibility and kopt as a
rermenent record in the State Engimeor's Office.




METHOD OF SURVEY

Dotz incorporcted in this report wore largely obtained by the
ficld survey rethod. Each water user was contacted and asked spe-
cific questions about his respective irrigated and irrigeble land.
Data for the individual project reports were obtzined from project
managers or scerctzries, water users, and old-timers in the arce,
Data for land owncrship and rccorded water rights were obtoined
fron county rccords, To obtain the lecation of irrigated lands,
irrigetion ditches, streems, and other data, serial photograrhs,
diteh company records, plain table maps, county land classification
maps and Burceu of Reclemation maps wore used in conjunction with 2
ficld check. This informotion wes then mapped by fam units, show-
ing the farm bourdary, the location of ditches and irrigated land,
and scnt to cach water user for his verification,

Information was also asked as to source of water, present acre-
age irrdgnted, potential irrigeble acrcage under existing works,
sceped acrcage, condition of irrigeting systems, water supply,
dates of priority, and the eamount of water approprizted or decreed.
Upon return of thecse forms, copics of the original water filings
deerced and appropriated rights were attnched, thus tying the water
rights to the land.

This method was used for the entire county, with the exception
of thc Red Lodge-Roscbud Irrigation District, which is not now in
operation., Data for its potential irrigablc land and locntion of
conal systems werc obtainced from district and county records.

Two scts of township mops were made on 2-inch-to-the-nile scale,
The first set shows lond ownership, location of irrigeated lend, ir-
rigation ditches, pumping plants, etc, Each troct or farm has becn
given 2 code nurber which, when referrcd to the county summary,
givus the name of the water user; scction, township, and range in
which the land is loceted; source of water; acres irrigeted from
cech source; potential irrigoble aeres; moxinum irrigeble accres;
end sceped acres per farm unit, The second set of maps shows by
colors the location of all the land irrignted under the various
ditch companics, private uscrs, and punping plants, so that land
under each system or weter right is distinguished from the other
systems. In addition, location of 21l main cenals, pumping plants,
rnain highways, railrosds, towns, rivers, ond strecams arc showme

Each township also has a sumrary which shows the neme of the
water user; code number (code numbers when referred to the owner-
ship maps show the location of the irrigi.ted land and the fomm
bourdsry); section; township; ronge; source of water; vhether a
user hos a private irrigation system or is under o ditch corpany
or irrigation distriet; number of shares held in ditch corpany;
acrecs irrigated from cach sour ce; present irrignted rcres; potential

oG




irrigable acres under existing freilities; moximum irrigeble acreg
and seeped acres. The summary given in this report was tabulated
from these tovmship surmaries to show the totals for thc county.

New lands to be developed by State and Federal constructing
agencics are not within the swpe of this report. No effort has
bosn made to analyze economic possibilities or the problerns of the
irripated projects, or to make recommendat ions as to their future
development. The frets prescnted are as found and provide the
itcms and figurcs from which o detailed ennlysis can bc made.
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GENERAL INFORMATION ARCUT CARBON COUNTY

Carbon Ceunty is locested in the south central part of Kontana
on thc southorn bourdery. It is bounded on the cast by Big Horn
County, on thu northeast by Yellowstcne County, on the west and
north by Stillvater snd Fark Countics, and on thc south by the State
of Uycming, The castern wing-shoped scction of the county is bi-
sected by the fryor Lountains, while in the cxtreme western part
arc the ruzged and towering Beertooth licunteins, with some of the
hizhest and most beautiful rountain peaks in the Stote of Montona.
The northern boundary of Carbon County is fomed by the Ycllowstone
River, into which droin the Clarks Fork and its tributcrics, which
have formed agricultural valleys extending to the mountains, The
Epnst Roscbud River flows into the Stillwater River, vhich dreains
the extreme western part of the county., The eastern wing of the
county is drained by the Big Hom River.

The arca now embraced within the boundaries of Carbton County
was traversed successively in the early period of explorntion by
Lewis and Clark journeying down the Ycllowstone River in 1806, by
John Colter scouting for furs in 1807, and Captain Benneville in
1830, The trails blazed by Jim Brid;esr, vho passed through this
region in 1860, and by John Bozemen in 1863, brought mony whites
into the arce. Chicf Joseph, in his famous rctrcat, led his Nez
Perce Indian band dovn the Clarks Fork River in 1877.

The region wns included in the Crow Indian Reservation until
1887, vhen a portion was withdrawn tc permit mining of coal depos-
its. Expansion of this industry led to the development of agricul-
ture and ropid setticments in the Red Lodge area.

In 1889 the Northern Pacific Railroad branch from Laurcl to Red
Lodge was completed, ond citizens of the area petitioned the Legis-
lature to be attached to Iecllowstone County. After the failure of
an attempt in 1891 to hnave a new county formed, the movement to be
anncxed to Yellowstone County was renewed without success. Finally,
after o sharp battle during the legislative sessicn of 1895, the
new county, nrmed Carbon, wos formed from Park and Ycllowstone
Countics, with the county seat locted at Red Lodge. It had an
area of 2,411 square miles, An additional four sections of land
were taken from Icllowstone County in 195, but other adjustments
of boundarics with Yellowstonc County and the creation of Still-
water County in 1913 have reduced the area to 2,064 squore miles,

Altitude, Tempercnture end Ireeipitation

Valley elevations very frem 3,404 fect above sea lovel at Sile-
sia to 5,557 at Red Lodsc, which hes the highest altitude of any
town in the cainty. -In the Clarks Fork Valley the elevetion re-
mnins more constant, with Edgor at 3,471 fect and Chance, at the
southern edge of the county, having an clevation of 3,840 feet
above sca level. These two towns arc epproxiratcly the snme
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distence apert as Silesia and Red Lodge on Rock “roek. The average
annunl frost-free period in the County is about 120 days.

Lt Bridgsr the average date for the last killirng frost is hay
I9th, and xillinz frosts citl b, cxpecte 1 oa or after S‘:;r-;'_n':mr 1iehs
Tlie frost-froe seeson thee is about 121 days, At fad Lodze a re-
cord exueading cver 35 ycars shows that zilling frosts mey bo ox=
pected as late as Jun: 4th, and as carly as September Sthe The ‘

e I | o

frost~frec veriod at “ed lodge averages 57 deys,

it Bridzer, over a peviod of 21 years, the sverage mean annuesl
temperature hos been 45.2 degrees. The *,.:1}«: Ve AT F-r‘;[“__‘:‘_-fgr has
averagea for thnt period from April 1lst to Scpfember ,-"L')'bn 59 by de~
grees and during January and Februery 28.7 degrccs, At Bed Loedga,
over a period ot 31 years, the averagc annunl Lemp er:‘..tuf Kas b\,\,n
39,9 degrecs, with the average for the dmril 1st-Septzaber 3Cth
period, 52.3 degrees, and the Jenwry-February averape 20 .8 degrecs,

33 0

The average annual precipitation ¢t Bridger over a reriod of 27
years has becn 10,4 inches, with 7.43 inches bc*'mc,n Arr il 1st and
Septamber 30th. At Red Lodize over 31 yerrs of record, the annual
precipitation has averaged 19,82 inches , with 13,37 inches during
the ’fpril 1st to Septanber 30th period,
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Danford District
Poctor
Dry Cr, Canzl
G1 ennviood
Golden
Grove Cr. Ccnal
Holland
Interstzte
Mutual
O ' Connor
Orchard Canel
Edgor, Ext,
Orchard Ditch
Riverview

Shcshgne Hi
Camp “r.
Crocked Cr,
Deadmen Cr.
Layout Cr.
Pincy Cr.
Sage Cr.

Spring

Hell

Blucwater Cr.,

_120.00
2,221 .00

25789.15
8€0.06
57372
270C.C0

1,505.C0
419.C0
919.00

1,233 .60
959.90

1,129.00

3,203.40
259.00

Clarks Fk. R. 4265.02)5,473.72

n WER  1508,70)

Blucvater °r,
Clarks Fk, R,

551.C0
756.C0

L

Sub-Tetels Totzls

0
30,00
100.C0O
210,00

6 ,CO
443 -00

1403 ,CO

0
0

192.CC

299450
314,50
184,90
94 «C0
0
171.CO
76400
120.C0
170,C0
42,00
210,00
75200
558.C0

Sub-Totzls

Totals

65400
8000
431.00
340 4C0
24 .00
$18.00
231000
115.00
130,50

-

3 ™
Loab

2148 50
310Le25
1044,96
667.72
270,00
16756.00
495 C0
1039 .CO
1403 .00
1001 .90
133900
3955.40
817.00

017.50 4686.02) 6391422

307.C0O
140,C0

858,00
896,00

ETS VLT RLY e ania] -
otkSceped_scres
ThReeRel _nChes .

Sub-Totals Totals

(elivlolofelollelelsRe

109,00
31,00

91 .CO

3,00

15,00

1260

138,00

70.00

207.00) 234,00
27 .00)

17.00




Present Trrigeted Potential Irriga-
Ber=5 ble Acrss

Sourece Max$mun Acras rliconod

So-Totals Toteis Sub-Totals Totals Sub-Totals To*

,ﬂ ES

Narme of Ditch

e o e . _-_-___-_...—-

LA S :"J Ut .Lr bc....! 3
Rocky Point Clarks Fk. K, 633,00 38.C0 73,00 - 0
Sand Creek Cenal o 2708 ,50) 321,,00) 3032,50) - 50400
Faymers Ext. B T, 80,00) 4111.00 50,00) 567.00 130.C0) 4678.C0 LO,00)  A06400
Fromberg Ext. L O A 1181.00; 193.C0) 1374400) 16,00)
Lynn Ext. " L 141.50) &0 141,50) )
Sirrine " et 190,00 100,00 290,00 0
White Horse LT L4477 .80 319,00 76680 0
Wills Py e P 1139 00 85,00 1221, 00 0
Youst 1 n ‘H 677 00 128.C0 805 .00 0
Privete Ditch Bl vewater Ur, 552 .00 256,00 803,00 12,00
u " Bridger Cr. N.Fk. 13,C0 0 13,00 0
" n Clarks Fx. R. 832,14 567 «CO 14524704 25,C0
u g k Dilworth Cr 0 15,00 15,00 0
1 " Five uile Gr. 9C.C0)  130.C0 m).oog 220,00 190,00) 350,00 B ) .0
" " » R, 40 ,00) 120 400 160 400) Q- )
- " Grove Cr, 200,00 804C0 280,00 )
et Line Cr. 0 136, CO 136,00 30,00
" ! Ruby Cr, 0 32.00 32,00 0
"t n Sand Cr. 0 10,C0 10400 0
n " Spring 180,00 110,00 290400 0
31,905,49 Ts 01940 38, ,92%.89 882.C0
$R( CK. CREEK BASIN
Allison Elbow Cr, 32,00 33,00 €5.00 0
Anderson Rock Cr, 201,00 0 2031200 0
Antilla Villow Cr. 39.50 0 39,50 0
Bailey Rock Cr, 727.30) 862,30 275,00) 275,00 1C02.30) 1137.30 10,00) 10400
Tuck-Crockett Ext. P 135.00) 0 135,00) c )
Barnett Uillow Cr, 135,00 5400 140,00 5400
Barri-iiaki Rock “r, 155,00 0 155.C0 0
Boyer Tiillow Cr. 115.00 0 115.C0 0
Caldwell = e oa 63.10) 226,60 0 ) L0400  63,10) 266,60 O 2} 0
KeDonald Hxt, noow 163.50) 40,00) 20350) 05
Carbonada Rock Cr, 1261, ,00 267 400 1531.00 15,00
Carr e 100.00 20,00 120,00 0
Cartwright oo 110,00 0 110,(C 0

~1l—




Nar.e cf Ditch

x
D¢ Urce

Present lrricated rc.

Cherrle

Cl:wson

Cle zr Cr. Diteh
Closc-Virtue
Curry

DeVries

DeVrics-Crockett

Dickey
Doty
Drike
Duffield
Duric : n=4Altin
Dutton
#*(Elbow,

Prosp. Ext.)
Feeley

Firn

Free Silver
Gruel

Hasaxra

Herclm—Lovnﬁn#—Eklb

Highline

Hoyle

Hunt

Hurter
Hunter-Northy
Hur tcr-Russctt
Hyuck

Jene Boulden
Johr=ll~ki
Joliet
Kervonen
Kclscy-Coleman
Kero
Kivikenees

New Prosperity,
Grenite, Granite-

Rock Creck

n n
H n

¥, Tlos Boek Eig
Rock Cr.,
Cleer: Cr.

1 1"
Rock Yr,
Villow Cr.
Kock Cr,

n 1"

. Fk. Rock Cr.
Red Lodge Cr.
Rock Cr.

1n

Cott enviood Cr,
Bear Cr,

Roek Cr.
] "

hAEY'CS --"-w'
DmnhmﬂsTdthS® mmJa'Lxﬂ
0 100.00
563,00 69.00
L29,.L0 287.70
140,00 500
45,00 0
405,00 453 .00
k4 0.9) (0]
1C0,C0 G
290,00 65.00
L8 ,C0 16.00
257 .00 70.00
532,00 3.00
587 .00 26,00
3549 .40 396.50
L98.C0 43,00
2022,80 L6C.80
938.00 260,00
143500 58.C0
1426,.53 60.00
95,00 104 .00
890.00 724 .00
732 .80 35500
320,00 0
185,00 0
743 .00 63 .00
L3000 145.00
22,50 (0]
11300 63,00
315600 0
513,20 713.00
I 270 0]
35.00 0
SOHSE0 T2:00
265,00 59.50

~15

it ie 1 Irriga-

el e wah=lotals

1600
6):,(J
777.10
145,00
L5, 00
B858.CO
175,00
100.00
3;:;:N L)
h?lwa
327.00
535 )
13,88

3945.90
541 .00
2L83 .60
i e 28
201,00
148653
1592 .00
1614 .00
TE7 .00
BEZjGO
1Rnsl
204 rC
) () Sl
22 50
175.00
315,00
BRE L0
iliEerie)
35.00
373.C0
324.50

©CO0O0O®OOOO0O c>;;c:fU

[
v
~0
B

\.\J\.J‘:U'I‘BOO
88

N
a

)
O

—
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Neme of Ditch

Present Irrigated Potentiel Irriza-

Source

lL.eres

ble L

oo
cras

Lewimun bcres  #EiSecped heres

Suc-Totals Totals

Last Chance-Carbon Ext. Rock Cr.

Lecman

Leimbe ck 2

Lucma

Medson

Marino -

Maryott

liatson

f.cDoneld

licIntesh

i

Meller =

iicKensie-illen

New First Chance

Nutting

Nutting, li. Be

0! Shea

Plcasant Valley Ditch

Pleasent Veolley Cant
Joffery mxt. ’

Povrers

Price

Prydec #
Dreper Txt.

R=spberry

Koeck Cr.-Clcar Cr.
Crov =
E=st Side .
Kuchinski Hiline
C!'Coiinor

Rooney

3abo-dJdchnson-Curry

Schanck-tcnchean

Shery

Smith

=

Cottonmmood Cr.
ROC-K '31".
3110w Cr,
Rock Lr,

1n |l
!, Fk. Rock Cr,
n ] n ]

o s 1" "

Clear Cr.

E. Fk. Rock Cr,
Red Lodre Cr.
Rock Cr.

" n

Willow Cr.
Red Lodge Cr.

Rock Cr. 2127.26)
259,00)
T Fk. Roek Cr.
Rock Cr,
v, Fk. Rock Cr. 590.00)
] n 1 n 1020.00)
Rock Cr,
n n 3215.00)
h # 70.00)
L 202.00)
bt 307.C0)
i T 720,00)

Red Lodge Cr.
Rock Cr.

" n
" "

1865.20

0
538.C0
£.00
156,00
100.00
750 .00
302,00
1513,00
235 .00
60.09
85,00
220,00
158125
595,00
56,00
0

232,90

2386,26 372.00%

£5.00

190,00

L, OO

1610.00 35,00)

10.00)
99 .50

1278,00)

85,00)

1,520 ,00 6,00)

4,3 ,00)

130.00)
361,00
185,00
150 .00
543.C0O
736,00

=16~

Sub-Tot als Totals

56730
21 .20

225,00

G
0

40 .00
0

346400

175.00
125.C0
49.91
35400
50.00
130.C0

0]

@)
28.50

183.20

L57 .00
329.00
0
L5470

0

1542.00

E

sub-Totals Totuls

168 .00

36090

110,60

120 .00

270.70

1677 525

595,00

5600

28.50

416 20

2499.26) 28L3.26
341.,00)

519,00

44y .00

625,00) 1655.00
1030.C0)

95 .50
14493 .C0)
155 ,00)

214.,00) 6062.C0
350,00)
850 .CC)

L1€.00

153400

150,00

645 .C3

786,00

15

a3

ol e B TS

(@)
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Narc of Ditch

Present Irrvigrted Potential Irriga-

Smith-Hughes
Spirr
Surprise

Ta; lor

( 'Shes~Coarr Ext.

1 éntworth Ixt.
Torryson
Tovn
Tard
Teir
u,st Fork
Alliams
Larth
lourg-Pickering
Privcte Ditch
Ditto
u
1

JC”'S

ble

udu".._tc..l_e ‘-t..tt__lS

731.00}
100.00)

.,u)

. Fks Roulk G

Rock Cr.
1 n

n n -
Barlow Cr.
Bear Cr.
Cicer Cr.
Cole Cr.
Cotteonweed COr,
Cow Cr.
Desdhorse Or,
Dry Cr.,
Elbow Cr.
Harney Cr.
Hog-n Cr.
Lake
lNolton Cr.
Red Lodze Crikl98.4C)

E- " n n G

T.T. n n 1 r-03 C )
Rock Cr. 3356.,7)

E. Fk. Hock Cr. 74.00)

F, o 8T O e Yo en)
Spring

Spring Cr.

194 .00
586 .CC
385.00

917.50

73.00
112,00
155 .00

52,00

1386.00

25.00

30 .CO
55090
174 .CO
165.CC
202.CC
L93 .00
220,00

L7 .00

5.CC

547 .CO
27l.uL
L7700
L20.CC

G

86,00

}4-931 cL}C

3579.37

218.25
110.CO

-

s
i =
=

Sub--cto 1

70.00)
15.00)
Lt 50)

1599 .4C)
1.3C)
417.C0)
967 .06)
41.7C)
379,.CC)

L

res Mﬂwjmq heros
“Totals  Sub-lct2is totols
214,00 L0800
25100 837.C0O
30300 415,00
8C1.00
529,50 115,{C) 1447.00
531 .CC)
0 73,50
7.00 119.00
706 60 991.b£
22.LU ,__,.\)C
L73.0C 1859 .,0C
1l 82,10
0 3000
0 550.00
G 174 .CO
7C,.CO 235.00
0 202,00
260 ,0C 753,00
lh0.00 36C.C0
L7 .0C
E-CC Bk
545 .CC 1002 .00
55.20 3256.00
148,60 625,00
256.CC 6756 .CC
30.C0 30.00
0 85.CC
5797 .80)
2C17.70 1.,3C) 6913.1C
1120.,0C)
h323.h33
1387,76  115.70) 4967.13
528,CC
0 213,25
C 110.00

i

5.0

0
7.00
0
0
25.00
s
0
0
C
0
0
0
o
0
BOCC
0
L5 .30
0
6.C0
0
0
129,0C)
0 % 222.00
1C0.C2)
55,20,
G '%5) 70.00
15,C0)
0
C




Present Irrizeted

Potential Irrige-

Namec of Ditch Scurce heres kle Acres Meximum fercs EEiSecped Jcores
Sub-Totals Totals Sub-Tetals Totels Sub=lotals Totels Sub-Totets Totals
*
Private Ditch Stonley Cr. T0.00 0 70,0C 0
Ditto Theil Cr, 1055,00° 340,00 1395.00 12,00
" Volney Cr. 91.70 0 91.7C o}
" Willow Cr. 941 .8C - 328,00 1269 .80 8,00
58,482,15 16,866.77 T5348.92 1,262,50
*E/ST ROSEBUD BiSII
Artelope Basin Ditch E. Hosebud Re. 325.00 17.00 342,00 6.CC
Esrelend-Ostrum-George " " n 13%,00 G 115300 0
George-Dana ey o 996,00 55400 1051.00 40.00
Jchn George AR n 5C0.CO C.00 5CC +CO 0
Kyle-Seelcy-Ferster e " 25,00 50 40 75400 0
Olson e aan " 782,00 9C (O 872,00 0
Re¢ Lodge-Rosebud Dist. " " G 0 8480 ,27 84,80.,27 0
Scl leck-Espeland L " 138..CC C 138.CC 0
Selleck-Scott o et % 248 .00 5400 253.00 0
Trttle-Luther TRl u 520 ,CO o 520,00 0
Private Ditch Antclope COr, 100.C0 0 120,00 8
Ditto Butcher Cr. 110.CC 6L .20 174,20 0]
" E. Roscbud R.. 577..0 334 .00 911 .0 45,00
n 1._: r n n 9C 2 CC C 90 .C(:, O
" loss Cr. 60 .CC 0 60 .CC 0
e Spring 1,00 O 1.00 9)
L, , 587 CC 9,095.47 1368247 91,00
#YEIIQ STCNE RIVER B.SIH
Private Ditch Rye Crzss Cr. 23 450 17 .00 LC,CC (0]
LRI Yellorstone i, 50+0C 115.CC 165,C0 5,00
SR 132,00 205,00 -0
Big Horn Basin 221,00 2192,00 L4413 ,CO 6]
Clarks Fork) 31905,49) 9C387.6L  7C19 JLC) 23886.17 38924.89(114273.81 882,00) 214k45C
Reck Crack) 581,82 ,15 16866.77) 75348 .92) 1262,50)
Rosebud Basin 4587450 9095447 13682.47 91.00
Yell owstone River Basin 73 .00 132,00 205.00) 5 400
. 97,239 1k 35,3C5.64 132,574 28 2240 .50




#* The sumrmary under thesc hcadings includes all the land irri-
gated by the strean and its tribut-ries, even if the land irrigated
is lecated in another Basin., as an ewuipl:, ve show the Red lodge-
Rosebud Irriestion District undcr the 'inst Roscbud Basin as the
water used to irrigate the district is From tie Eost Rosebud River,
but the lend is located in the Rock Creck Basin.

#% Elbow, New Prosperity, Grenite and Grani te-Prosperity exten-
sion ditches have becn combined because they arc so inter-related
that we could not properly segregetc them as to individual uscs.

s This figure does not ropresent the total secped acres in the

county, as only farms that were irrigated are represented. Arces

abandoned or slightly seeped are not included in this figure. In

most cases this fipurc represcnts crop land that has becn entirely
put out of production bccause of secpage.

10w




DITCHES - COMPANIES - IRRIG/TION DISTRICTS - ASSOCI TIONS

Bartictt Canal Company

The Bertiett Ornal Company was sroanized in July, 1919, to suc-
ceed the Dortlstt Ditch Compeny wiien was organized in 1897, and is
a rutual Aibeh compnly. water is token by gravity lrom the Clarls
Fork [iive: in Cartou County, in the southwest quarter of the nor th-
west quarter of Soction 3, Township 6 South, Range 23 Ecst, on the
wost cide sf the river.

The mexamum caracity of the Bartlett Canal is estimeted to be
3,000 ingh:3; the cenal is about eight milcs in length. The head-
gate is considered to bs in fair condit ion. The Company hes o cep-
itel stock of 5,000 shares of o par value of %20 each, with 2,200
shores issucd. bs of October 26, 1943, the Company had no indebt-
edness. The cost of watcr per acre on an average is about TOZ «
This charge includes oporetinn end meintenence of the canal, and
debt snd service chearges,

For the most pert, the topography is even. Hey, beans, sugar
bects, and small grains are thc leading cash crors. Livestock is
diversified with some eattle amd shoep on most farms,

The Bartlett Canal supplics water t 50 sherc-holders living in
the town of Frorberg. These users hove a fow shares cach, which
together totnl 150 sharcs. This water is used for gardens and
1awns and smell trects within the city and its immediate surround-
ings. The total acrccge amounts to about 20 acrus irrigoted by
thesc users.

The water supply is said to be adequate, execpt in cxtremcly
dry yccrs, The water users roport that sormctimes they arc short of
water during the busiest scason when cverycne is irrignting, as
some ‘of the latercl ditches arc mot large cnough to carry suffi-
cient watcre The Clarks Fork River on some parts of tle project is
doing considerablc drmaze to crop land during high wetcr. hs a rc-
sult, considerablc work has been donc by individuels to turn the
river back into its old channcls ond save thuir land., Thore is
sonc secpaze under the cenal, but for the most port it is in small
spots and is not considercd scrious.

In 1943 there were 1,849,00 acrcs being irrissted under the
Bartlctt Conal, with o potentisl ~crerge under cxisting works of
299.50 acres, or a maximum of 2,148,50 acres.

On July 12, 1919, the Bartlett Ditch Company filed on 5,000

mircr's inches of water to be diverted from the Clarks Fork River
by pevaty in Section ’Trwnship € South, Rangc 23 East, on the

<3




R b,

1eft bank of the strcam. The rurpose was 1 be for irrig-ticn nnd
domestic uscs. The neain cencl wes to be 144 inches wide by 36
inches deep, and of sufficicnt size to carry 3,000 inchos of water,
The 1rnds tc be irrigeted were deseribed as follows?

From the point of diversion in 2 northonst direction

ard terminate at Elbow creck in Sccticn 34, Township

I, South, Renge 23 East, seid water to bo used for the

irrigation cf all 1sends below . seid caml from its

point cf diversion to its terminus.
Said diteh hos been constructed and in usc since 1897.

The appropriation is on file in the Carbon County Court Housa,
Red Lodge, liontanz, in Bock 3, Fage 357, of Notice of Tater Rights
Records.

Bridgoer Ditch Corpany

The Bridger Ditch Company was oranized Jmuary 2l,, 1914, to
succeed the Clarks Fork and Bridger Ditch Company, A1l water
rights of the Clarks Fork and Bridrer Ditch Company were trons-
ferred to the Bridrer Ditch Company. The Compony wos incorjor: ted
January 24, 1914, with 2 copital stock of 3,0CC shercs of a par
vilue of $10 cach, or $30,000, Of these, 2400 shares have becn is-
sued, The cost of waber vorics fron 65 te 754 on acre . This cost
includes charges for oreratinn and naintencnce. The Company has no
indebtedness. The Compeny supplies water to & few uscrs under 2
ditch ecalled the Bridger Extension Ditech thot is only considercd a
1ateral of the acin canals Some users who arc nenr the end of lat-
ersl systems rcport water shortages because their systems erc not
of sufficicnt carrying capacity to suprly all users during the reak
of the irrigetion scason. There hns nuver been @ serious water
shortroe under the mein canal and the supply is considered adequatee.
The rroject is locoted on the east side of the Clarks Fork River in
the vieinity of Bridper) lont-na, which is the principal shirping
point, and is served by tho Chicnrso, Burlinston & nuincy Railroed
and U. S. Highwey 310. The mrincipal crops are suger beets, beans
and hoy. Some 1ivestock is kert on all farms.

vater is diverted from the Clarks Ferk River in S'ESE%, Section
19, Township 7 South, Renge 23 East. The system is described as a
diteh 144" wide on the bottom, 18L" scross the top, and 20" deep,
or of sufficicnt sizc to carry 2,500" of wator. The purpose was to
be for irripgoticn, mining and millinm, The plece of intended use
was described as lends lying adjacent to the diteh and lying be-
tween the head of srid ditch and o peint bclow on said river, about
3 miles below the Bridper crossing.

In 1943 therc werc 2,789,175 acres being jrrigrted, with a po-

tential scrcge under existing vorks of 31hL,50 acres, or a moximum
acrccae of 3,104 425 acrese. :

s




On June 18, 1894, the Clarks Fork md Bridger Ditch Compony
filed on 2,500 miner's inches of water to be trken from the Clarks
Fork Riv:or on the east bank. The point of diversion was myven as
sbout 15,000 feet scuth from Cottonwood Creck situnted in Township
7 South, Range 23 East.

The sppropristion wrs mede June 18, 1894. The Notice of hivpo-
priztion is on file in the Corbon County Court Housc, Red  Lod:ze,.
lLont~na, in Book 1, Fope 634, of later Risht Locection Records,

CLARKS Fork and Pilver Tip Ditch Company

The Clarks Fork ond Silver Tip Ditch Projuct lics northenst of
the town of Belfry, Montena, on the cast side of the Clerks Fork
River., The main cencl is about 8 miles long end trkcs wetcr from
the crst side of the Clarks Fork River in the northwest querter of
the northwest quarter of Section 34, Tovmship 8 South, Ronge 22

ast. The headgate is immediatcly north of the hishway bridie,

The main ditch at the hecdonte is 8! across the bottom, 12' across
the top, and 18" deep. The toposraphy is cven, with a ceneral
slope to the river and is well drained. Wiork wos first sterted on
the ditch in 1896, The ditch was constructed by meens of hand
labor, slips and horses. Som work was done cach yerr, and the cn-
tire ditch wes completed in about 1900, The farmers who built the
ditch werc paid brck in shares for the cmount of work they did; to
datc, these original shares are =21l that have becn issued,

In 1910 » od herdgete was constructed of concrete and steel
with a stecl ~ate ond screw tops, and is still in operrtion, 4
steel flume on o trestle in Section 13, Township 8 South, Range 22
Enst, about 1,0C0' long, that tckes water around 2 rocky point and
hish bank, was destroyed in 1930 by the bank sliding, This heppened
in the middle of the irrigntion scnson and cnused considircble
demarc, This flume was rebuilt in the same yenr ot & cost of
£6,936, In 1940 a new siphon was constructed at a cost of ¥1,399.30.,
The system also has o tunnel cbout 100" long through a hog-brek
which is north of the flume.

The Clarks Fork ond Silver Tip Ditch wes first incorporatud
April 9, 1898, The Company wes ro-incorporoted in 1938 for 4O
yeurs, with a capital stodk of 750 shares of o prr value of 520
ench, or ¥15,000. Of this esmount 519 shores have been issued, The
cost of water is, on an averapge, cbait $2.,00 an cerc, which is for
operztion md maintenence ond debt service. The supply is con-
sidercd rdequate, and is dclivered for a six-months' period. There
arc cleven water users under the system, The Company has no indcbt-
edness,

The rrincipal crops are beans, sugar bects, greins, and hay.

Some livestock is kept on each farm, with some winter feeding prec-
ticed,

DD




In 1943 therc were 860,06 acres bcing irrigeted under the
Clarks Fork and Silver Tip Ditech, with ~ potentinrl acrcoge under
oxisting vorks of 184.90 acrcs, or a meximum of 1,044.96 acrcs.

On July 23, 1896, Owecn Hencock, E. S. Darncll, Iszac Horness,
Cliver Hiatt, Alex J. Ogden, and 'Tilliam Harncss appropricted 2,500
miner's inches of water to bc teken by sravity from the Clrrks iﬁorl(
River opposite the mouth of l.0lf Creck or Tagzorts Gukch, erd esbaut
onc and one-half miles bclow the mouth of Grove Creck, thence run-
ning to and upon scid land, The diversion point weos to be on the
east bank., The purpose was for irrigetion ond other uses, The de-
scription of the system wes described as a ditch below water line,
144" by 24" in size, whidh corries 2,500 inches of water. The lend
description of intended place of use wes described as a flat,
c~r1led Silver Tip, opposite the mouth of Bear Creek on the cast
bank of the Clarks Fork River. The forcming spproprintion is on
file in the Cerbon County Court Housc in Red Lodrse, llontona, in
Book 3, Page 15, of Notice of "ater Right Loecntions,

Un Febru-ry 26, 1897, William Herncss, Alex J. Qpden, John Ash-
zrbran, Owen Hancock, end Edward Yarnell filed eon 1,50 inchés of
water to be teken from the Clarks Fork River by reens of a water
wheol and a diteh 84" by 24" in size, to corry 1,500 inches of
watcr, Aiccording to 7. E. Ogden, son of Alex Ogden, a little work
was done on this project, but it wss latcr zbandoncd and has never
been put to use, This spproprirtion is on file in the Varbon
Coulty Court House, flad Lodce, liontrna, in Bock 1, Page 71, of No-
tice of ""zter Right Rceords,

On Merch 16, 1898, C. S. Donnell, Jos. Carson, Fronk Berggnen,
Owen Hancock, B, F. and J. H. lomsley, &lex J. Ogden, im Hollend,
Joss Hollend, Charles Hunter, md "alter Hunter filed on 2,500
inches of water to be taken by grevity from the Clerks Fork River
on the cast bank, Thc other descriptions on the Notice of Appro-
priztion arc identiccl to thet siven on the 1896 filing, '.. E.
Ozden, son of alex J. Ozden, who is Sceretary of the Cl-arks Fork
and Silver Tip Ditch, s-id thot as nesr as he could remcrber he
thouzht that 2t this time morc water usors werctaken under the
ditch and that his father and the other appropristors in 1896
understood that it was rccessary to file an additional Notice of
Aprroprintion to covzir the new users, This richt is not now in
usc, as the oriminal filinz in 1896 for 2,5C0 inches is sufficient
for the needs of the Ceompony, This Notice of Lppropriation is on
file in the Carton County Court Housc in Red Lodzze, liontsna, in
Boock 1, Page 135, of "ater Richt Locnticns Records.

Danford Irrigation District

The Danford Irrig-tion District is loe ted between the Yollow-
stone and Clarks Fork Rivers in Ycll awstonc and Carbon Countics
cbout 8 miles scuthwest cf Laurel. The point of diversion is in
the southcast qarter of Scetion 13, Township 3 South, Range 23
East, in Certon County. The water is taken by gravity from the
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Clarks Fork River on thec west bank. ~ater is adequate, cxcegpt in
dry ycers. The projcct was started cs the kzson Ditch Compony
about 1900. Later it became the Denford Ditch Compuny md was ar-
senized as the Danford Irrigstion District in 1920. The totel
ameunt of moncy required to be reiscd in the year 1943 Pr general
administrative cxpenses of the Distrigt, incluling costs o mainte-
nence and rcpairs and intercst, was $1,220,23. The overage charge
docs not exceed $1.00 pcr acre andis often less,

The elevetion cf the prejeet is sbout 3,400 feet and the csti-
mnted snnual precipitation is abeut 13 inches. The averspe frost-
free reriod is sppraximately 125 days. The toposrnphy is favorable
for irripgaticn. Drsinare has nct been 2 problem, clthouzh the pro-
ject has some secped land. A branch line of the Northern Facific
Roi lway, extending from Laurdl to Red Ledse, traversss the project
with froquent shipping points and sidings. A peved hihway (- 8%
12 end 310), which zives access to merke ts of Laurcl and Billings
the yeor round, treverscs the iroject. The soil is very prodw tive,
being generclly of a silt losm with occesicnal outcroms of grovel
and heavier soils. Agricultwec is highly developed, vwith beets and
beans the principal crops. No grest amcunt of livestock is kept on
the farms,

The Clarks Fork River hos b re considerable drmacc to crop land
slonz its banks, Some cf the f-rmers estimote they arc losing from
1 to 2 ~crcs of land each sprine by river wshing during thespring
run-off,

Barly histary: The Denford Ditch Company, incorpor ted karch
8, 1913, in Cearbon County. It wes onded for +21,000 to be paid by
special tox and ossessments upon 211 thelond included vithin the
Danford Irrigz-tion District, At & szxeting to deercrse the capital
stock from «40,000 to 530,000 the follawin: stock ovners were pre-
gont! T. L, ilkins - 141 23 sheres; M, D, Hartley -~ 75 shares;
R. Fritz - 141 2/3 shores; E, L. kerritt - 150shares; J. 77, Klamer
141 2/3 sharesy G. E. Van Deren = 141 2/3 shores; 0. 1, "arfisld
50 shares; ond Joscph Kinnick = 80 shares en! Ida -, Byam - 100
shores voted by proxy.

At the above mentioned mceting a resolution wos adopted: "That
theDanford Dit ch Company purchase all the property, intercst md
frenchises of the Mzson Ditch Cormpany, a corporntion orgenized
under the laws of the State of kontona, for the sum of $1.00 end
for the surrender of a1 the capitnl stock of the s2id ~ason Ditch
Company tc the Danford Ditch Compeny nnd 2ll its property, aml the
canccllation thercof the stodkholders ofthe liesen Ditch Compeny."

In 1943 thore were 573.72 acres beins irrisptced under the Dan-
ford Ditch in Carbon County,with a potntial acreage under existing
works o 94 acres, or & maximum irrigblezcrcage of 667,72 acres.
we dlso found 91 acrcs of secuped land in Carben County.
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Doctor Ditch Compeny

The Doctor Ditch Compeny is a gravity systum ond diverts water
from the Clarks Fork River in liyoming, in Scgetion 36, Township 58

North, Ren:c 102 Lcst, There are 2 users in “.yominz and 3 uscrs in
Montanae

In 1943 therc woere 270 acres being irrigated under existing
works in llontrna, with no potential acrerge. lir. T. R, Chosarck,
Secretory, estimates that therc are about 26l acres being irri-oted
in Vyoming, and thnt the Company has a potential acreage of about
600 scres thot could be served by now works. The only information
up, Chesarck was able to give ahout the corly use of the canal is
that Ira Tcothaker, on Februrry 11, 1901, filed cn 2,02 cubic feet
per sccond to cover 142 acres, and that Sidney D, Henry on thc same
dote filed on 1,05 cubic feet per second to cover 105 acres. On
Deocember 24, 1910, Sidney D, Henry filed on .21 cublec feot per se-
cond for 15 acres. The purposc was for irripgaticn, stock and do-
mestic uses. On this some dote, Ida I.. Forest clso made a subsc-
quent filing for .15 cubic feet per sccond for 18 acres, to be uscd
also for stock and domestic uses.

The Comrany is a mutual system and is not incorporated, #11
users share costs and equally help with werk on the ditch, The
water is also sharcd alike by all users. The averase cost of water
is about #1.50 per ncre. This charge includes all ditch expenses.

The maxinum coprcity of the mein camal is estimated to be 4CO
inches, The headgate and wing dea ere not in zood condition, and
the main ditches necd improvements. About 3 miles of the cecnal are
in llontana. The Company does not supply water to any other sources
and has no indebtedness. The supply is not considercd adequete be-
cause of the poor condition of the canal system.

Beons, small greins and hay are cnsidered the leading crops.
Cettle ond shcep are raised extensively because of rezrncss of
large areas of grozing land. The rcarcst shipping point is at Bel-
fry and is served by a grevel rcad, The topogrophy is fairly cven
with a genersl slopc to the Clarks Fork River. The elevaticn of
the projcct is about 3,900 fect.

Dry Creck Canal and Irrigtion Company

The projeet of the Dry Creek Canal mnd Irrisetion Compeny is
situatcd on the west side of the Clarks Fork River vith the north-
ern boundary about 2% miles south of Bridger, the principal ship-
pin: point. Bridrer is served by the Northern facific Reilway and
U, S, Hizchway No. 310,

The maximum capscity of themain cend is sn~id to be 2,000
miner's inches. T ater is toaken by gravity on the west bank of the
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Clarks Fork River in the ST45 % of Scction 25, Township 7 Scuth,
Renrc 22 Bast. The supply is considercd adequete. The totzl
lenrth of the main canrl is cbout 53 miles. ‘ater is delivered to
14 farms. Beans, suzer beets and elfalfn orc the principal crops,
with small -rrins zrowm to some extent, Livesteck is not kept ex-
tensively. Scme feeding of cutside livestock is done durinc the
winter months.

“hat is now known as the Dry Crcek Canel and drri:stion Company
was first arsenized in 1893. The Company was re~incorpornted in
Junc, 1917, for 4C years, with a canitel stock of 320 sharcs of a
por vilue of «50 each, or w16,000, Per ccre asscssments are mow
75¢, of which 50¢ is for oreration and meintcnarce. The prescent
indebtedness if 2,000,

The Company clso supplies watcr to the Dry Creeck Extensicn
Ditech, which is considercd as part of the main consl systonm, In
1943 therc werc 1,505.00 acres being irricated, with o potentieal
acrecge under cxistins works of 171 acres, or ¢ maximum of 1,676.00

acres., There is no secpa~e on this project.

The first water was appropricted on Loy 27, 1893, oand filed on
June 8, 1893, for 2,000 miner's inches to be trken by gravity ninc
choins below the mouth of Dry Creck on the west benk of the Clarks
Fork River., The purpesc was for irrigticn., The deseripticn of
the system was ziven as e dam, headjete, and ditch. The ditch wes
tc be 96" x 24" and to cerry 2,000 inches of vater. The land de-
seription of intended place of use was given s Sectiens 2, B Pyt
18, and 19 in Township 7 South, Ransc 23 East, and Secticus 12, 13
and 2l in Towmship 7 South, Renge 22 East. Said lands lie on the
wost side of scid river for a distance of 5 miles down soid river
from mouth of Dry Crecl. The nemes of the originzl approprietors
werc: Jemes Barclay, S. C. Henscn, Chas. Kuechin®, Alva Burns,

Geo. Re Turrncr, Frank Peterson, C. M. Beldwin an? \m, i, Buffinzton.

Oririnal filin - was made in Perk County nand later tronsferred
to Crrbon County. The Notice of Approprintion is on file in the
Carbon County Court House, Red Lodge, iontena, in Bock 1, Pase 13,
of "ater Richt Loc:sticns .,

Elb. mw, Frosperity, Granite Grou p

M_ow Vrosperity Ditch Corpeny
~ Elbow Ditch Compe.
dew Granite Ditch Cempeny
Gronite-Prosperity Dit ch Extension Compmy

is thesc diteh corprnics are sc inter-related, we have combined
thoem under the heading of "Elbow, Prosperity, Granitc Group". The
land irrigsted by this group is all loented in one township and is
more or loss adpinistered ns one system; hewever, each Corpeny is
seporetely incorperated.
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In 1943 there were 3,549.40 acres being irrisated by these Compan-
ies, with a potential acrease under existing works of 396,50 acres,
or a maximum irrigable acrecase of 3,945.90 acrcs, with 159,50 acres
cf secped land.

New Prosper ity Ditch Company

The project is located between Rock Cr sk and the Clarks Fork
River on vhat is known as Frosrcrity Flat. Joliet, with an alti-
tude of 3,728 fecet, is near the upper part of the project, an.! Ed-
gar, with an altitude of 3,473 fect, is near the lower part,

The Notice of nppropriation gave the point of diversion about
200 yards frem a certain ditch known as the Newton Ditch, which is
abuut 1/4 mile south of Vilsey railroad staticn, The line cf said
ditch extends nearly parallel with said crcck for a distance of
about a quarter of a mile, thence in an easterly dircction, thence
in a southeasterly direction 2% miles to place cf use, described as
land situated cn Rock Creek Flat, Elbcw Creek Valley and the Clarks
Ferk Valley, and cspecially in Sceticns 20, 23, 26, and 30, in Town-
ship 4 South, Ran.e 23 Zast, and Section 4 in Township 5 South,
Ra.nue 23 East.,

what is now known as thc New Prosperity Ditch Company was first
or:anized as the Frosperity Ditch Company in 1897. On Serptember
18, 1897, the Prospcrity Ditch Company appropriated 2,000 inches of
water from Rock Crcek. The Notice of Appropriaticn was filed Scp-
tember 21, 1897, and is cn record in Book 1, Page 116, of Vater
Ri~ht Locations in the Carbon County Courthouse.

The Prosperity Ditch Company re-incorporated under the name of
the New Frosperity Ditch Company, February 26, 1920, for 4O ycars,
with a capital stock of 1,675 shares of a par value of 420 each, or
w33,500, As of October 18, 1944, the Compeny had no indebtedncss.
The Company serves 15 water uscrs.

Inl931 the Elbow and Prosperity Ditch Companies consolidated
thoir two ditches from the peints of diversion on Rock Creck to
Youn:t's Corner, a distance of about 1% miles. The Frosperity Ditch
Company pays 53% of thc cost cf ditch repair for this sccticn of
ditch, and the Elbow Ditch Company rays 47%. From Youn:'s Corner,
which is located in the southwest corner of the SU'Z of Seetion 17,
Tewnship 4 Scuth, Ran;e 23 East, thc water is divided between the
two Companics: 809.8 inches, or 26,75% tc the Bast Elbow Ditch;
1201 inches, or 39.67% to the New Frosperity Ditch; and 1016,7
inches, or 33.5% to the Test Elbow Ditch, 400 inches of the 1016.7
inches is New Prosperity Ditch water that is delivered to 3 uscrs
who use the " est Elbow Ditch to convey the water to their farms.
Bach water user under the Now Prosperity Ditch Company holds his
own water risht and buys supplcmental water from the Rock Creck
Tater Users! lssociation as an individual. This watcer is stored in
the Cocney Rescrvoir.
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T.ater uscrs repcrt that by using Cooney vwatcr they have an ade-
quate supply. Cost of water per irrigated acre averazcs about 256
an acrc, which is for operation and geintenance charzes under the
system, and does not include Rock Crbeck latcr Users! asscciation
charges. The principal creps are beans, alfalfa, sugar beets,
grain and corr, with some land used for pasture. {411 of the opera-
tors have somc livestock.,

The Company has the following decreed water ri hts in Rock
Creck listed under case Noeo 275, decrced Aujust 21, 1903:

1,451 mirer's inches with a date of pricrity as of June 10,1898
155 n n T DA T n o July 1, 1898

Elbow Ditch Company

The Elbow Ditch Compnny lroject is lecated between Rock Creek
and the Clarks Ferls River on what is known as l'rosperity Flat,
Joliet, with an altitude of 3,728 feot, is ncar the upper part of
the project and Ed ar, with an altitude of 3,473 feet, is necar the
lower part,

Vater is taken by gravity from Rock Creck in the SWMIE of Sce-
ticn 18, Township 4 South, Ranie 23 East. From this point water is
carried to the northwest corner cf Séction 20 where the main ditch
divides. This point is knowa as Young's Corner, division box of
the main Elbow Canal. Of thc total flbow water 26,75% is allotted
tc the East Elbow Ditchj 39.67# to the Prosperity Ditch and 33,58%
to the lest Elbow Ditch. The entire length of the main ditches is
cbout 10 miles. The meximum capacity of the main cenegl is cstimated
to be about 3,5C0 mincrts inchcs, The project serves 13 farmsa

The Company was incorporated Fcbr&ery 7, 1898, for 99 years
with a capital stock of 1,000 shares cf .a par valuc of #1,50 each}
there have been 930 sharcs issued, Per acre asscssments are 804
rhich include all ditch expenses, The present indebtedness is
425000,

The Company has thc following decreced water rights in Rock
Creek listed under Case bic, 275, decreed August 21, 1903:

1,040 miner's 1nchee with a date of rricrity as of Jure 1,1893
280 " | n 1 " LR | "ay 30 18914,
208 n n e n ] " . June i 0 1897

In dry years the Cemrany buys sunmplemental water frem the Rock
Creek Vater Users! hsszoc’ wcion which is samplicd by Cocney and
Granite Reservoirs, The Ocipany does nct sunply water to any other
scurce and has slways opurated under its present name., J. P, het-
stein, Secretary, places thb valuc of the-system ot 515,000,




The principal crops arc beans, sugar beets, and small ;rains,
with considerable livestock kept rn somc farms,

New “ranite Ditch Company

The area under the New Granite Ditch Company is loccted betwcen
Rock Creck and the Clarks Fork River on what is known as Prosperity
Flat., The headrate, when the cuncl was first coastmicted, was
sbout ocne mile belcw the tom of Joliet, or in the VEAN % of Scetinn
18, Township 4 Seouth, Rangs 23 East,

The New Cranite Ditch Jompany wes first started Ly ERcbert Dun-
can, Thomas ¢->1lins, /lucrt Hobbs, Antone Jensen, Charles Leitch,
Andrew Neriin and ¥, 1., Crawell, who asscciated together in 1898,
and formed the Granite Ditch Company On Jamwery 11, 1898, the
Company incorporated for 20 years with a capitcl stock of 600
shares of a par valuc of .5,00 each, cr §3,000. The Company was
divided inte 3 parts, known as parts L, B and C, vhich verc secpar-
ate cerporations and toether forred the Granite Ditch Company.

The purpcse cof the Cerporaticn was te censtruct the neceessory
ditches an! to takc 2,000 inches of water that had been appropristed
from Rock Creek, June 15, 1894, The ditch was to be 120" wide cn
the bettom and 24" deep. The mein cenal was abeut 5 miles long,

The Company re-incorporated under the namc of the New Granite Ditch
Company on Liay 3, 1924, for 40 years for 1,800 with a capital
stoek of 920 sharcs, Eicht stockholders are served by the Company,
The Company has 900 inches of decrecd water with a dete of priority
as of lay 29, 1894,

Granite-Prosperity Ditch Extension Company

The area served by the Granite-Prosperity Ditch Extensicn Com-
rany is lcceted between Rock Creek and the Clarks Fork River on
what is known as Prosperity Flat,

The Company tekes water from the New Prosperity and Elbow
ditches in Scction 20,- Township 4 South, Renze 23 fast. From this
point the ditch runs cast and is about 3 miles lon-. The Company
also takes water frorm the New Granite Ditch in Section 17, Township
ly South, Ranze 23 East. The total capacity of the two ditches is
abcut 2,200 miner's inches,

Suprlemental water is purchased by this grour from the Rock
Creek Vater User's éssociaticn, this water bein: stored in Ceoney
Reservoir on Red Lodpe Creek,

The Granitc-Prosperity Ditch Extensicn Company was fomed and
incerporated Junc 18, 1928, for 4O years with a capital stock of
1,726 sharcs of par velue of #10 each, or 417,260, There were 30
stdckhclders in the Company.
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The following list of decrced water rizhts are the result of a
dispute that was brourht nbout because of a water shortage in Rock
Creck between the Granite Ditch Company on'! Tilliam Anderscnt

The Granitc Ditch Company, et al
vs
William Anderson, et al

A copy of the deccree in the above entitled case, showing the
day, month and year in vhich the partics to the action are entitled
t~ water and the amount of water, chronclozically arranged, so that
each erson can tell at a “lance the number of rishts and the amount
of water preceding his risht,

As a matter of law, the Court finds thet each of the parties
heretc are entitled to be decrced the several amounts cf water
herein found to have been appropriated by them, respectively, as of
the dates thereof, as fcund by the Court; and that each and every
party horeto should be enjoined by the decrec herein from in any
manncr interfering with the ditches, dams, flumcs or headgates of
any other perty hereto, or from using any of the water of said
Rocky Fork Creck or the tributaries therccf, which other parties
hereto are entitled to by right of pricr appropriaticn, as found
herein,

4nd the Court further finds that the distonce between the uprer
and lower ditches of szid Rocky Ferk is about L5 miles; and that
owlng to the great distance between said ditches, and the numerous
partics to this suit, it is necessary to an equitable distribution
of the waters of said stream that measuring boxes be placed at the
head of each and all of the ditches tapping sald stream, U
therefore, ordered that measuring boxes be immediatcly placed at
the had of all of said ditches fer the purrose of assisting a com-
missicner to properly measurc sald waters,

That all of the parties hereto should be enjoined by the decrec
herein from in any wise wasting the waters of s~ id creek, cr from
divertins at any time more water than is reasonably necessary for
the use to which it is applied, or to irrigate the lands of such
party actually requiring irrizaticn at the time «f divertin; the
same ,

It is further ordered that the Sheriff's and Clerk's fces be
equally divided between all of the parties to this suit, anc that
each party pay his own witress fecs; and that a decree be drawn in
accordance hercwith,
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Humber of

1'inarls in,

Cubic Feet
per sceond

City of Red Lodge

Hotchkiss, O. L. (Issrc Niemi)
Pippinger, B. F,
licDonald, T. F.

VeDonald, laria
Saunders, V. As
Buzetti, C. J,
Saunders, ~ary
Boyer, Pcter et al

Maryott, John L,
Virtue, James

Lyman, Stanley
Rocky Fork & Alkeli Ditch Co.
First Chance Ditch Co.

Baker, David
Spaeth, L« L.
Beulden, Jane
Dickey, MWW,
Craig, He T.
Banta, J. L
e E. S,
Nelson, C. L.
WUrryctt, John L,
Lyman, Stanley
Hughes, R. H.
Lehrkind, velter
el n (Spring)
Forwell, Liarcus
iiner, Ja e
First Chance Ditch Ceo.
1bow Ditch Co.
Stearns, Fronk
Hoagland, C. C.
T.cbber, hAlice
Vincent, Barto
Duncan, Caleb
Veir, Jares
Estes, T Je
Sullivan, D. Re
Vaill, B. Ea.
lcsosters, J. We
Drake, D. R.

50

100
125
345

155
120
100

4O
40O

180
150
157

W

(\)\_AJ\.AJ\.QF"I—'I-"\.A}HF—'\JJ\JJ WO N
-3
by
(00}

N

mHEPDWWWWWW oW MW
I_I
~J
\
=
o

=
(O] w N

11/4
1/2
1/8
5/8

172

)W N

AU IR 6]
'_l
o
n

lionth

Junc 1

" 10
"5
Sept 1

June 1
July 1

2 2
e

July 1
Junc 1
Junc 20

Nov, 18

20

June 1

LI (0
10
" 10
1] 10
" 10
| a1
L
n 15
n 15
I 214_




Number of
Miner's In.

Cubic Feet
per second

Dreke, William

u John C,
Viest Fork Ditch Co.
Dutton, k. Bs
Pleasant Valley Canal Co,
Leverich, Bruce (heirs)
Sprasuc, Be F,
Fickering, Frork C,
Welir, Jomes
Chastain, ¥, S, and
Dunnigen, D. R. (jointly)
Joliet Trwnsite Co,

Williams, Albert
Duffy, Owen
Honry, Cs E,
Gronite Diteh Cc,
Elbow il i
Bronner, Henry
Joliet Ditch Co,
Price, Themas i,
Flecsont Valley Canal Co.
Pryde, William

n Georze
Burns, Edward
Bogeatto, Joseph
liciiillen, Yim.
Luona, dJohn.
1.est Fork Ditch Co,
Kerrigen, M. J.
Hicox, Fresley
Banta, J. N.

5 B8,
Draper, krs, F. W. (Aimx)

n Ada
\iebber, John Te
Northy, Thomas
Saysell, anna
lanchap, Patrick
Harney, Thomes
Sparr, S. F.
Drakc, Wwarren

" John C,
Crockett, .. R. (hlkeli Creck)

148
100
600
138
e
120

40
154
120

115
39

150
140
138
eCo
280
HiG %
4.8
120
51e 0]

-

125
140
40
123
140
L70
45
120

30

30
220
310
40
150
150
150
146
150
150

50
kb &

=32

3
2

15
3
g 8
3

91
3 17/20

3

2

3
3
3
%

7
i

|,_l

1

g
6]
3
L
3
3
3
3
2
3

1

1
3
3
2
2
2
7
X
3
3
3
3
3
3
i
2

7/1C
32

9/20

7/8
78

3/L
1/2
/20

1/

3/10
9/20

T2
1/8
1/2
1/2
1?8
1/2
3/L
5/8

1/2
3/b

3 /k
3/l
3/4
13/20
i
1/4
7/8

Month

June 24
vl
noo25

July 1
" [+
n 8

Aug. 1

no 25
no30

n 30
n 30

Apr. 30
Mgy 8
A
n 29
n 30
June 15
LN
n 20
1t eedd
n 23
n
B
K294
23
L BRE
e
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n =30
"n 3 O
R

Oete 1
n l
Neve 30




Number of Cubic Feet

“iner's In. per second Lonth Yeor
Close, Vim, 90 o 8 lfay 30 1895
Dufficld, Harry 100 2 1/2 June 1 n
Rocky Ferk & ilkali Ditch Co. 750 18 3/L e b "
Rule, W. T, 120 3 ISR | i
Raspberry, . H. 130 3 1/4 flsta n
Lumley, Ri'ley 120 3 aBs | H
LeGrepor, Duncan 85 2 1/8 ta "
Huntor, Thomes 75 17/8 pieih | n
Gorman, Theomas 80 2 e 1
Barlow, L. Js 140 3 1/2 "1 n
Hedd ington, I. N, 120 3 112 n
Hyuyck, Ce Cs 215 5 3/8 LB 1 "
Draper, Mrs, Fo U. (Admc) 82 2 1/20 no15 [
Tebber, John T, 32 §/5 o L "
Dickey, Lizzie li. 125 31/8 el ) n
Young, Wm. 154 3 17/20 20 i
Carbon County 150 3 3/4 n 20 n
22 4O s 70 134 M "
B8, 155 37/8 "o20 n
Black, Z1len 60 ] 12 no 20 L
Hebonaldy “Te B 345 8 5/8 n 20 "
" laria 15 3 5/¢ Wi 5 "
Pleasant Valley Canal Co. 770 19 1/4 . 2% n
Pagzcl, Edvard W, 140 3 342 w30 "
Gruel, Louis 110 2.3/ w30 n
nC Hax 110 2 3/4 B "
Rooney, Patrick 147 327/,0 July 1 "
Chapple, R. S. and E. (jointly) 136 3 3/5 Yot o "
Handley, H. Co . 150 3 3/4 LA "
Fina Ditch Cos (Chas. Johnson) 150 3 3/4 e o
Lendrum, Frank 145 3 5/8 Woi 2 n
i L. E. 153 3 33/40 LES i
Underwcod, H. T, 125 3 1/8 LI L
Leimbach, Fred 110 2 3/L s "
Vaill, Susie 145 3 5/8 L "
Brenner, Henry 12 3/10 S UER n
Black, Allan bl 1.3/5 "8 i
Underwood, Je A 80 2 et - i
Shank, Louis 146 3 13/20 Nsigy n
Banta, Jemcs 79 1 39/L0 "8 "
Sawyer, Charles F, and :
Whitney, Leroy Be- 80 2 '8 "
Corbon County Bank 150 3 3/4 LB "
Washoe Copper Co, 235 57/8 w8 :
Underweoed, Ike 135 3 3/8 s u
Boyd, John 146 3 13/20 ey B .
Crockett, Vi. R, 146 3 13/20 " 8 *
Bailey, Jemes 145 3 5/8 130 9
" liatthew 150 3 3/L 10 "
33




liisera, Nocholas
Newell, dJohn

Joliet Ditch Co.
Last Chance Ditch Co.

Hay, “clter
" John
Oliver, C. Fa
Russet, Chas.
liine rymp Jizter
Rocky Fork & Alkali Ditch Co.
Berll, B. G.
Neill, Rupeness
Boulde., Jane

Hemr:, “ing
Chitests, Os 8,
Proras,

1 (3sAproe
Duffisisi. Harry
Hughzs, wyrile
MMt echeil, eorge

Fallen, Gs Fs
Poge, s.rs, Js Ba
Dix, James L. ;
MeLeod, Re Ve
Finn Ditch C. (J. Johnson)
Leimbach, Ernest
Doty, Dan

L g
Taylory Ds Ts
Dulin, G. V.
Vlentworth, M. S,
Thompson, F. Be
Chapman, Luke
Heddington, I, N.
Convery, James
Dunn, BR. V.
Johnson, laria C,

Hill, John (Finn)
Crmock, Bdward
Beiley, John
Donaldson, Robert
Hunt, George
Hundley, Alex
Greenough, Ben
Crismas, V. Je
Anderson, \im.

" David

Number of
iner's In.

Cubic Feet
per second

150
140
L15
760

140

. U0

6L
154
150
750
150
100
L3
150
149
60
140
L0
103
150
135
70
70
140
150
70
145
154
155
155
145
145
150
€0
50
160
125

150
100

€0
140
140
125
125
150
150
150

3
3
10
19
31/2
3
i
3
3

1

8
3
2
1
3
3
1
3
1
3
3
3
1
1
3
3
1
s,
3
317/8
4
3
3
3
g
1
L
3
3
2
%
3
3
3
3
3
3
3

Lonth Yeor
July 10 1895
L n
n 15 n
Oct. . k 1"
apr. 15 1896
1" 15 1"
lay i L
" 23 1"
June 1 "
n l n
" l n
n i n
n 5 n
n 5 I
n 5 n
" b "

n 6 n
n 8 1"
1" 15 1"
n 18 n
1" 20 n
n 30 n
11 30 ]
n 30 1"
July 1 "
n 5 n
n 7 "
" 7 n
] 7 "
n 7 ]
n 7 "
" 7 "
1 7 It
e 15 "
n 15 "
" 31 1"
Aug. 10 g
May- 1 1897
" 15 n
n 15 0]
1" 15 n
n 15 n
n 15 1"
1 30 ]
June 1 2
1 l n
i ! 1"




R R

|
Number of Cubic Feet

Miner's In. per secord tonth Year

Smith, Frenk 80 2 June 1 1897
Brendt, V. A, 80 2 o n
Rocky Fork & Alkali Ditch Co. 1136 28 2/5 S | L
L:st Chonce Ditch Co. 360 Q L o
Elbow Ditch Co, 208 51/5 D "
Barlow, James R. 71 1 31/40 L I "

Barry, Jemes 149 3 29/&0 Ape o 2 1898
Chapmen, S, L. 150 3 3k lay 15 T
Hunter , Thomas 75 1 7/8 June 1 "
Gorman, Thcmas 65 1 5/8 L "
Brosseou, Arthur (H. Matson) 154 3 17/20 - ! "
\ gL Ay 1kl 3 3/5 e o
“Vioyman, lLark 10C 2372 RS T "
Newsll, Gezrge 140 812 L ”
Walsh, John 149 3 7/10 " i i
Price, Thomes li, 25 5/8 | 0
Brockwoy, P. I, 140 3 1/2 SRR : "
Byrnesz, usuvence (Ruiter) 50 11/4 L | i
Last fhoace 1iteh Cos L66 10 13/20 B "
Suryrise piteh Co, 585 14 5/8 i 5 n
Prosptrity n 1520 38 #1310 "
Burger, M. ! 75 17/8 vo12 n
Valsh, T 145 3 5/8 .15 "
Boyer, Peter 100 AN |l n
Hetuer, Feter (J. liaki) 70 1 3/ - 15 B
Caldwell, Th:mas 70 1 3fn n s s
Hotchkiss, F. Oa 100 P14z no15 L
Raspberry, Archie 87 210 A "
Dawson, G. W, 100 212 LR "
Carrier, E. E. oL, 2 7/20 g o
Insles, Cherles (Kenedy) 87 2 7/40 L "
losier, L. D, 125 3 1/8 "o25 "
Bluc, Jessie Ls 130 3 1/4 i £ .
licGregor, Duncan 65 1 5/8 July 1 "
Vialsh, Jmes C, 140 3 1/2 wE ey "
Blyer, L, H, 120 3 R "
Cerle, Ed, 50 1 1/4 o) 4 n
Bromficld, villiem 155 3 7/8 T d
Lymon, Stonley 50 11k o ¥
Prewitt, Levi 90 2 1/L i n
Clawson, J. Ra 150 3 3/4 w2 t
y [rchie 1C0 372 ey 0 1 n
Baker, 1., H. 60 12/3 W L
Simpscn, C. E. ’ 1C0O 2.1 L ¥
Farrott, li. Le 148 3 7 L S "
Powers, llaurice 204 5 1/10 L . .
Powers, Ann 314 7 17/20 5 & R




Number of
Liner's In.

Feely, Thomas Sr. 154,
Luke l!;O
" Kethryn 156
" Thomas Jr, 100
Commock, fSdward L0
Bail.y, John 60
S1£““h“. e B, 140
First Shance Ditch Co, 100
.‘JJ_ i iy 150
welr, J-mes 50
Last Chonce Ditch Cos 80
Baricer, ox He 102
Bakor ) AL Tk le.D
Flrl ey, Gu due 130
Boyc . Irwin 140
Hill, Ahe . 150
B\.J 5 Pater 50
Caidw:1l, Themas 65
Helz:ir, Yato s (J. Maki Est. ) A0
Herry, C. I 154
fi h P e 154
Hides, John 60
Hotchkiss, F. Os L5
Undervreod, J. A, L0
Chilecot%, O. S, and Re He 71
" I.N. 6L
i, Lattic €0
Lest Crhance Ditch Co, 100
Banta, R. L 150
ng 7rﬂ1 150
CV 4 B 114.0
nlLJ\1« 1, A. and Geneve (jeintly) 140
Ros f"'w 100
5urp*"“ Ditch Co. 50
Bubteng Vi he 105
Haars Diteh Co. 610
Sewyer, C. F. & Vhitney, Leroy B 105
Hides, Jdohn 91
Black, ~ndrew 150
Leson, Thomas 150
Sanagcvar., #lbert 100
Dixon, Smmuel 116
Last Cherico Ditch Cos 1S
Sauerweli, F. 125
Virtue, James 1C0

wf

Cubic Feet
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rer seccnd

i7/20

O

31/4L0

Lirnth Year
July 10 1898
10 H
10 il
T 10 "
oy 15 1399
i 15 n
n 15 "
1 15 1
June 1 "
n X n
n o u
n 3 1t
" 30 n
mo30° n
" .30 1l
w30 "
July 1 n
n l "
1] l n
n % "
] 1 "
" 10 n
el LY "
bay 15 19C0
" 15 n
n 15 ]
n 15 n
June 1 "
" 3 n
" 3 n
" 3 n
n 3 n
n 3 "
] 5 n
n 9 n
n 15 n
n 15 "
July “15 "
" 3 n
Sept.. 15 "
Moy« 181900
n 19 1"
1 30 n
Juneg "1 "
n 5 n



Nurber of Cubic Feet

_ _lirer's In, per second Honth Year
Close, William 160 Ly June. 5 1901
Webber, John T 75 17/8 " 10 »
Harra Ditch Co. 615 13 3/8 no28 "
Hill, John (Kaisy Paaval?) 100 2 12 July 1 A
Torreyson, Celsb 1,0 3 1/2 el “
Jacobson, Jgoob 125 1/8 W U
Finn Ditch Co. 596 1 9/10 - hugy 25 ;.
Curry, Thomas 1C0 5 172 Oct. 30 "
Powers, lLaurice 450 11 1/4 Nev, 11 "
Rogeness, Neil L5 11/8 Apr. 15 1902
lattscn Ditch Co, 130 3 1/4 OV o1 "
Draper, hda 100 2 1/2 June 1 "
Finn Ditch Co, 1626 4O 13/LO w10 L
tlest Ferk pitch Co, L50 11 1/4 July 15 n
Luoma, John 150 "33/4 & 3% "
Beall, B, Gs 50 1 1/ AOf x5 "
attson Ditch Co, 560 jiA A 1) i
Year Ineches Decreed Yeer Inches Decreed
1986 ' 50 1896 L5062
1888 570 1897 3225
1889 815 1898 7391
1890 350 1899 1870
1891 150 19C0 2276
1892 3799 1901 2927
1893 6231 _ 1902 3111
1894 6174
1895 8767 Total inches decreed 52268 or

1,306 27/40 cus fte

It is further ordered, adjudged and decreed by this court that each of
the parties hereto is entitled to the use and enjoyment of the several
amounts of water herein found to have been arpropriated by them, re-
spectively, as of the dates of said seversl appropriations as shown in
the findings of the Court, which seid findings are hereby referred to
and rade a part of this decree, and that each and every party hereto
be and he is hereby enjoined from in any mamer interfering with the
ditches, dams, flumes, or headgates of any other party hereto, or from
using of the water of said Rock Creek or tributaries thereof or springs
constituting the source thereof, to which other parties hereto are en-
titled by right of pricr appropriatiocn as found herein,

Tt is further ordered, adjudged and decreed thrt the said appropria-
tions of the parties hereto shall be me asured at their respective head
gates at the point of diversion from said creek, and that they and each
of them be and hereby is required to constimct measuring boxes and
place the seme at their respective poiuts of diversion of their said



apyropriations from szid creek, or as near theretc as headgates can
be practically constructed, and that the said mezsuring boxes be
maintained at all times and be of such constructicn as will enable
a comrissioner or commissiorers to properly and rcadily measure the
water flowing into the scid seversl ditches.

That all of the parties hereto be, and are hereby, enjoined
from in any wise wasting any of the waters of said creek, or from
diverting at any time more of the water than is reasonably neces-
sary for the use for which it is to be applicd, or to irrigate the
lands of such perty actually requiring irrigetion at the time of
divertine the same, find this decree shall be binding upon the
heirs, successors and assigns of the parties hercto,

It is further ordercd, adjudged and decreed that the gheriff's
fees and the fees of the District Clerk be raid by the several par-
ties hereto in equrl amounts and that the Clerk cf this Court pro-
ceed to determine the amount due from each of the several parties

- hereto for his proportionate part of said costs, and notify the

pertics hercto of the anount due from them respectively, amd upon
failure of any such parties to pay said sum due from them, that an
exccution issue from this Court against such party or rartices for
the collection of his proportionate part of said costs, And it is
further ordered, adjudeed and decreed that each party hercto pay

his own witness fecs and the stenographer's fees charged apainst hir,

Frenk Henry, Judge
Dated this 21st day of August, 1903,

I, E, E. Esselstyn, Clerk of the District Court, in and for
Carbon County, State of lontana, hereby certify that the forepoing
is a full, true and correct transcript of the number of inches of
water decreed in the Granite Ditch Corpony et al, ;laintiffs, and
V. Anderson et ¢l, defendants, and the whole thereof.

E. E. ESSELSTIN,
Clerk District Court

Attest: E_ = ,”’3 ™ H Y
CHARIOTTE DIL.ORTH, Deputy Clerk, MONT. FISH & GAME DE

Dated Januvary 20, 1904

Flk Basin Purmpineg Plant

The Elk Basin Fumping Plant is included in this repert, as it
is located immedintely on the TTyomineg side of the lontana-\yoming
state line on the Clarks Fork River. The plant has 2 Diesel opers-
ted pumps - onc with a 10" stroke which has a capcecity of 175 bar-
rels per hour, and the other with a 14" stroke has a capacity of

=38



225 barrels per hour (AZ gallon barrel)., The engines are Cater-
pillar Diesel design, having 125 horserower each. The pump house
and well are located on the east bank of the Clrrks Fork River.

The well is about 12 fect in diameter, It has a tile inlet and al-
sc a 6" inlet to the river. Therdhre 17 miles of 6" pipe from the
pumring station to Eik Basin. At the Basin & 10,0C0 barrel storage
tank is maintained. Pumping operaticns started about April 1, 1944,

Finn Ditch Company

The area served by the Finn Ditch Company lies west and south
of Rcberts, which is the principal shipping pcint, and is served by
the Northern Pacific Railway and U, S. Highwoy No. 12, The alti-
tude at Roberts if 4,585 feet above sca lcvel,

The Finn Ditch Company takes water by gravity on the west bank
of Rock Crecek in the N/AS7#, Secticn 18, Tewnship 6 South, Range 21
Eost, The main canal is cbout 73 miles in length and is estimated
to have a meximum capacity of 3,CCO miner'!s inches.,

The Finn Ditch Company was first started in 1895 and was incor-
porated July 24, 1901, for a pericd of 4O years, The stock is di-
vided into 19 shares, all being issued, The Corpany scrves 16
forms, Herman Bcll, Sceretary for the Company, cstimated that
there arc sbout 8CO acres under the ditech thnt are not receiving a
full supply of water, and that the entire ditch is short in dry
yecrs, Opcration and maintenance charges averaze 55¢ rer acre.

The project is not troubled with scepage.

Ppincipal crops are small greins and hay. Considerable acreage
is given to oats and barley, which are used as feeder crops. lLost
farms have some livestock, while some have small bands of sheep
which lend diversity to their farming program. Some winter feeding
is done. The topography is rolling hills,

The Company has the following decreed water rights in Rock Creek
listed under Case No. 275, decreed August 21, 1903

150 miner's inches with a date of priority as of July 1, 1895
n

150 n 1 feye it n [l e "1, 1896
596 " " 1 ey n " 1 o hug25, 190k
1626 1 1" HAL U I 1 " v June 10,1902

In 1943 there were 2,022,80 acrcs being irrigated under the
Finn Ditch, with a potential acrcoge under existing works of 460,80
acres, or a maximum acreage of 2,483,60,

Free Silver Ditch

The area served by the Free Silver Ditch is located neer the
town cf Rockvale which has an altitude of 3,483 fect above sea level,




The Free Silver Ditch is a gravity system with no large struc-

tures of any kind. Vater is t<en from Rock Creck in the SViSE:
of Section 4, Township 4 Scuth, Range 23 Fast, on the north bank,

A pecsuring veir is about cne-fourth of a mile northeast from the
hendgntes The ditch erosses U. S. Highway No. 12, and the Northern
Pacific Railway in the SEINEZ of Section 4, then continucs north-
cost to the NEANMUE, then east one-fourth of a mile to NMZNEL of
Secticn 3, then northecst past Rockvale to the SEXSWZ of Section
35, Township 3 South, Rangze 23 Eost, then north. In the N3SZ the
ditch divides; the two forks run parallel for about 14 miles, then
join necar a coulee in the NEIN" of Section 26, and it continues
north for cbout one mile where it emptics into Farwell Creck in the
SEN2 cf Secticn 23, Township 3 South, Range 23 East. The total
length of the ditches is about 9% miles.

The Free Silver Ditch was first used in 1893. The main canal
hasbeen kept in a fairly good state of repair. The ditch was
cleaned with a dragline in 1943 for its entire length. A new head-
gote was constructed to replace the old ore, for it could not be
closed, and winter flocds demaged some of the land along the upper
part of thc ditch. The new headgate is locoted about 150 yards up-
strcam from the old location,

The Free Silver Ditch is a farmers' cooperative diteh in which
the users do most of the maintenance and have no assessments except
when there is an expense cn the ditchs The average cost for opera-
tion and maintenance is about 10¢ an acre. The water supply is
considered adequate. The ditch has no indebtedness, Each user has
his own deccreed water right for a given amount of water that is de-
livered to him through the main ditch.

There are 10 water users urder the main ditch, three of whom
are near the head of the ditth and irrigate about 30 acres each from
the Free Silver, but receive most of their irrigntion water from
other sources, These users were permitted this use because they
could not get water to this acrespge from the systems with which
they were osscciated, The capacity of the main ditch is estimated
to be about 955 inches, The topography is river bottom land, the
soil being a sandy loam and very productive. Principal crops are
sugar beets, becns and small grains. Some livestock is kept on all
farms.

In 1943 there were 938.00 acres being irrigated, with a poten=-
tial acreage cf 260,00 acres, or a maximum acreage of 1,198,00
acres, Fifty acres of the potential acreage shown will be irri-
gated in 1944, throughthe upper Free Silver that is lccally known
as the Highline, #4n extension ditch has been constructed and will
be ready for use in 1944. The land served is owned by R. H. Chilcott,




GLENN''OCD DITCH CO:T ANY

The area served by the Glenrwncd Ditch Company is located about
onc mile east of Silesia and consists of a narrow strip of river
bottom land betwecn the Clarks Fork River and adjoinine bench land.
The altitude at Silesia is 3,4C4 feet above sea lovel.

The land deserirticn of intcnded place of use was given as
lands in Secticns 3C, 19, 18, 7 and 8 in Township 3 South, fange
2L Ezst.

ater is tdcen by gravity from the enst bank of the Clarks Fork
River in the NEINEL of Section 36, Township 3 South, Range 23 East.

The Glennwood Ditch Company was first organized in 1895 by
Rudolph lolt, R. K. Terrell, 77, L. Terrcll, J. O, Terrell, and C.
A. Heathcrinston. On Aucust 23, 1895, they apprropriated 3,000
mirerfs inches of water from the Clarks Fork River at or ncer the
sout hwest corner of Secticn 30, Tewnship 3 South, Range 24 Bast,
~n the cast bank of the strcam. The filing wes made on Scptember
17, 1895. The purpose was for irrigaticn, The system was de-
scribed as o ditch 84" by 79" in size, which carries 3,0CC inches
of water., The main canal is about 4 miles long.

Notice of Aprropriaticn is on filc in the Carben County Court
House,Red Lodge, lontena, in Bock 2, Page 118, of later Right Re-
78] I‘dS .

On Larch 4, 1913, this system wes incorpcreted as the Glennwoed
Ditch Company, for LO ycars, with a capital stock of 300 shares of
a per velue of $100 each, or 33C,C00. On Cctcber 1k, 1944, 250
sharces had been issucd,

In 1944 the Corpany negotiated with the Farm Sccurity Adminis-
traticn for a loan of 36,000 to repair their diversicn dam and
hcadzete, and relocate 1,000 ft, of cenel. Leter, the idea wes
dropped and the farmers deeided to do the work themselves. Be-
causc of flcod damags to their ¢ld siphon, they are also cen-
structing a new sirh~n over Cottonwood Creck, epproximately 150
fect 1ong, consisting of 2 corrucated steel pipcs--one 18" in
diamcter, the other 24". There are seven farms served by the Com-
pany.

The project is served by the Northern Pacific Railway and U.S.
Hishwey No, 310 and 12, The principsl crops arc suger beets, al-
fzlfa, and small greias. Some livestock is kept on mnst farms,
The lands vary greatly oe to soil character,.ns the project is all
river bottem land. Considerable damagze has been caused by flcod
waters from Cottonwood Creck,

In 1943 there vere 482 ccres being irrigated under the system

with a potential ares of 76 acres, or a maximum of 558 acres. Of
this amcunt, 63 of the irrigated acres were in Yellowstcne County.

wlilor



(OLDEN DITCH CO.FANY

The Golden Ditch Company Project is located 5 miles north of
Belfry on the west side of the Clorks Fork River, The place of in-
tonded use was described as the land lyin<: betwecn the 1line cf the
ditch ~nd the Clarks Fork River in Secticns 35, 25, 13, and 12, in
Township 7 Socuth, Renge 22 East. The point of diversion is in the
5718} of Sceticn 26, Township 7 Scuth, Rengo 22 Eost, neer the
mouth of Dry Creck. The entire system is gravity with nc struc-
tures ~f any consequence. The mein enncl is about 6 miles long.
The Ccnpany has slways cperated under its present name and dces not
supply water to any cther scurce.

The Golden Ditch Company wes first orpanized in 1903, The pur-
pose of the orpenization was to supply water for irrigntion to
1ands in the Clarks Fork Valley. On liorch 28, 1944, the Conp any
re-incorporsted for 40 years with a capit-l stock of 1,40C sharcs
of a par value of 25 ench, or 435,00C, There have been 1,387
shares issued, The jresent assessrcnt is 50¢ an acre, which is for
operrtion and maintcnance. The Company has nc indebtcdncss,

On i.orch 31, 1903, the Golden Ditch Corpany appropriated 2,000
miner's inches of water to be taken by gravity from the Clarks Fork
River in the SEX of Section 3, Township 8 Scuth, Renge 22 Erst on
the west bk of stream. Tho purpose was for irrigation, manufac-
turing and dorestic uses, The system was to be o dem in sgid river
tc divert watcr into a canal, the headsate of which was 8! in width
and &' in depth, The ditch was to be 2' in depth by 8! in width on
the bottom, and 12! in width on the top. (This original point of
diversion has been changed). Notice of Approrriation is on file in
the Carbon County Courthouse, Red Ledse, i‘ontona, in Bock 1, Page
378, of Tater Ri-ht Locaticns,

The altitude at Belfry is 3,740 fect, The topography is fairly
level and dreinase for the most part is no probler,

In 1943 there were 919,00 acres being irrigoted under the
Gelden Diteh, with a potentisl aren under existing works of 120,00
acres, or o moximum of 1,039.00 acres,

(Rove Creck Canal Uompany

The project of the Grove Creck Cenal Company starts 3 miles
scuth of Belfry, and extonds te a point in Secticn 8, Township 9
Scuth, Range 22 Eosh; whare the main conal 1luaes across the Clarks
Fork River. Thc ilrrizated land by this syshan lics iamediately
west of the river. The altitude at Belfry is 3 7.0 foct.

Later is taken by gravity in lot 5, Scction 20, Township 9
South, Ranre 22 East, on the eest bank of the Clarks Ferk River .
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The capacity of the main canal is 3,00C inches. The supply is ade-
quate. In the 8} of Secticn 8, Tewnship 9 South, Rrnsc 22 East,
the Company has & larre flume across the Clorks Ferk River, 400!
lone, 7' wide, ond 20" decp. This is the only structure of any
consequence under the system., At this point the cenal crosses from
the east to the west side of the riwer,

“hat is now known as the Greve Creek Canal Company was first
crzanized in 1897 as the Grove Creck Ditch Company. The Grove
Crcek Canal Cenpeny wos incorporated April 10, 1902, with a capital
stock of 1,000 shares of a rar value of 25 cach, or w25,000, Of
thesc, 288 shares have been issued. On liarch 2, 1942, the Comp any
wns extended and siven continual existence, At resent the Company
has no indebtedness., The cost of water for oporaticn and mainten—
ance averases about 1,00 per acre,

Orni November 1, 1897, the Grve Creck Ditch Company appropriated
and filed ~n 3,00C mirer's "inches of water tc¢ be troken from the
Clarks Ferk River c¢n the east bank, From this point it wss te run
2% miles in o nertherly directicn alons east bank of said stream;
thenee into 2 flume across szid river to the west bank, thence
nearly ncrth 2 miles, thence cver and upon said land. The purjose
was for irripation, domestic and mining uscs. The system was de-
scribed as a ditch 120" by 36" in size and carrics 3,0CC miner's
inches of water from said stream,

Netice of Appropristicn is on file in Carbon County Court House,
Red Lodpe, l'ontens, in Beck 1, pase 121, of “.ater Right Locations.

Six stockholders have forms in the system., There nre 1,233 .00
acraés of irrigated land wxer this conal, with a potentizl acreage
under existing works of 17C.CC aecres, or o meximum irrissble acre-
age of 1,403.00 acres, Sccpage is not a foctor as the project is
well droined,

HA/LR. DITCH COl'P/NY

The Hanra Diteh Comran: Pro ject is located on the bench land
west ¢f Red Lodze. The altitude at Red Lodge is 5,557 feet. Vater

is token by gravity in the N iSEL of Scetien 5, Township 8 Scuth,
Range 20 Bast, from the "ost Fork »f Rock Creck.

The Hanra Ditch Comrany wrs first inccrperated on Junc 10, 19023
the Company was rec-ircorporated for 40 yeors in 1342, The Company
has 200 shares of stock, all of which arc dissued. 7The Compony does
not supply water to any cther scurce ond has elways o)ernted under

its presant ncme.
The Hacra Ditch Corpany hes two deerced water richts uider its

name, Onc, of a jricrity date of June 15, 1900, fcr 610 inches, the
other of o priority date of June 28, 1901, for 615 inchos, The other
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three rights are held by the following individuals under the ditch:
Albert Luoma, 1894 right for 140 inches; latt Joki, 1895 right for
120 inches; Gust Luoma, 1902 right for 150 inches.

The supply 1s adequate in years of heavy snowfell in the moun-
tains, In dry yeors the supply is not, ard in some years water is .
rotated in order to give each user some water, Since the establish-
ment of a Rock Creck i‘ater Users' Association, stored water has
been purchased, which has alleviated this condition, The 10 stock-
holders in the Company buy stored water for a total cost of w575 a
year, or #57.,50 each. All users have their own water rights, and
help with ditch repairs and sharc equally 21l expenses, The main
canal is about 10 milcs long and has a capacity of 2,000 inches,
Ditch assessments are about LOg an cere. The Company has no in-
debtedness,

There are scveral decp cuts along the ditch that have to be re-
paired each year before the irrigation season. The topography is
rough and rollings hills, with the soil types being of a sandy or
gravelly nature,

In 1943 there werel,426,53 acres being irripgated under the
Haara Ditch, with a potential acreage under existing works of 60,00
acres, or a maximum acresge of 1,486.53 acres.

Hirhline Ditch Company

The Highline Ditch Company wns first incorporated in 1900, In
1924 the Company was re-incorrorated to raise additional funds for
a ditch extension, but the :xtension was never made, The Compony
was incoerporated with a capital stock of 16,800 shares of a par
volue of (1,00 each, or w16,800,

later is taken by gravity from the cast bank of Rock Creek in
the SEANUZ of Scction 21, Township 5 South, Range 21 East, & mea-
suring weir is locoted szbout 1/4 of a milc northeast from the head-
gate. The system consists of a ditch 6! wide, 3' decp, about 103
miles long, 4 wooden flumcs, and a 20' drop, in Scetion 14 where
the “itch crosses a tributary of Stenley Creek. An cxtension ditch
called the White Ditch carries on from the c¢nd of the Highline
Ditch., The project is located ncar Sclms Siding on the Narthern
Pacific branch line to Red Lodge. The elevation at Sclms is L,377
fect, From the project it is about 15 miles south to Red Lodze,
The Company has trouble with the main ditch silting and requires
frequent cleaning in order to keep it in first-class condition so
that sufficient water can be carriecd to supply its users.

Each water user has his own water right or a scparatc dccree,
Because of the late date of filing, the Company has to buy water
from the Rock Crecek Vater Uscrs!' Association. 1rith this suprlemen-
tal supply the users rcport they have sufficient water., The Com-
pany has 830 inches of decreed water, with a priority as of 1900




and 125 inches with a priprity as of 1901

In 1943 there were 890,00 acres being irrignted, with a poten-
tial acreage of 724,00 acres, or 2 meximum irrigeble acrenge of
1,614,C0 acres, 500 acres of the potential acreage cculd be irri-
gated by extending the ditch. The present ditch up to the drop is
of sufficient carrying capacity te carry water for the ndditional
acres. B, C. Lillis, Engireer of Billings, :.-ontrna, mnde a survey
of this land and has 2 map of the potential areaz.

The principal crops arc small grains and alfclfa hay. Some
dairy cattle, poultry and other stock is kept on each farn with
scme winter fecding being denc, The topography is rclling land,
The Comnany has no indebtcdness, The cost of water averages 50£ an
acre, which is for operation and maintenance. 7 Stockholders have
farms under the system.

Hollond Ditch Compeny

on Februery 13, 1897, John Holland, Tilliam Holland and Josioh
Hollend appropriated 1,500 miner's inches of water to be taken by
gravity from the Clarks Fork River on the cast benk., No point of
diversion wes given., The purpose wos for irrigntion, domestic and
mining uses, The system was described as o ditch 727 by 24" in
size which corries 1,500 miner's inches of water, The intended
rlece of use was described os follows: on Silver Tip Flat and wore
particularly on the ranches of claiments,

The Notice of Approprintion is on filec in the Cearbon County
Court House, Rcd Lodgé, lonteno, in Book 1, Page 351, of Later
Right Locetion Records,

The pro ject wrs first devcloped in 1897. In 1911 the ditch was
enlarged to carry 2,500 inches cf wnter and additional water users
were admitted to the Company. It wns the belief of ir. John Hol-
land, 2 son of one of the original aprropriators, that a filing was
made ot that time for 2,500 inches by the Holland Ditch Conpany.

e were uncble to find any record of a Notice of Appropriation in
the County records in Red Lodge, made by the Holland Ditch Company.

The Holland Ditch Company wes incorperated Februery 16, 1911,
for 4C ycars, with a copitnl stock of 240 shores of a par value of
+100 each, or 24,000, Of this arpunt, 120 shares have been issued.
The cost of water on an average is abeut 2,25 an acre, which is
foyoperntion and raintenance, The Company docs not supply water to
any cther scurce and has ne indebtedness.

The Holland Ditch Company tnkes water by gravity in the NEINEZL,
Section 14, Townshij 8 Socuth, Range 22 East, on the east side of
the Clarks Fork River, onc mile ecst of Belfry. The land under
this project is for the greater part river bottom land, verying
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greotly ns to soil character. Sandy loam scils predominate. Topo-
grerhy is foirly level and for the most part drninage is fair, The
suyly of water is considercd adequete, The main canel is 5 miles
in length and has no cxtensive latercl system. It is 8' wide frem
start to finish.

In 1943 there were 959,90 acres of irrigetcd lend under this
ditch, with a potential acreage under oxisting warks of 42 acres,
cr o moximum irrigeble acrenge of 1,001.90 acres. e alsec found 15
acres of seeped land which is used for pasturc,

Inter-State Irrirpting and Iining Ditch Comreoav

The main part ~f the arca served by the Tnter-State lrrigting
snd T'ining Ditch Compony is lecnted on the west side of the river
imrediatoly nerth of the/’entana-iyeming stote linc, norr the Chenee
Bridge. 411 land unler this systen that is irrignted, excert o
srell gorden that is irrigited by T, R. Chesarck, is in Lent-nae
On the north side of a rrad bridge across the Clarks Fork River on
the Chesarck Ronch, woter is flumed acrcss the Clrrks Fork River te
irrirnte lend owned by @, E. Chonce on the crst side of the river.

On the 22nd day of April, 1901, Cherles B, Orr, Charles Rich-
ords, J. H, Hrll, Osear Denay, Nothan Chonco, Louis B, Sickler and
George Ao Smith sssceintod together and formed the Inter-State Ir-
rigation and i-ining Ditch Comyeony. The Cempeny wos incor;oroted
for LO yoors with 2,000 shrres of stock of a par velue of %100
crch., &ach sharc rcpresented one inch of water, or a tot -1 of 2000
inches cf wnter, that was to be teken from the Clarks Fork River by
grovity in the NI#N. % of Sectien 30, Tewnshiy 58 Nerth, Renge 101
.est, in the state of Uyoming. Said diteh was to terminate in Sce-
tion 13, Township 9 Scuth, Renge 21 East, in Carbon County, Nontone,
or ab-ut 6 miles from the place of beginning.

On April 19, 1913, the Compeny incrensed its capitel stock from
2,0C0 to 3,00C sheres - ench share heving o por volue of «1.00 each.
Nethan Chance and Charles Beardslee were the Comjany Dircctors ot
the time. On February 24, 1941, the Cempeny re-incorpornted with a
copital stock of 3,000 shares of o por viue of w1.00 each, or $3000
for LO years, ¢ were unnble to find any water right filing for
this Company in the Carben County l.ater Right Records,

The altitude ~t Chance is 3,840 fcet. In 1943 there were
1,129.00 acres being irrigoted, vith 210 acres ~f potential land
under existing works, or a meximum irrigable acrcage of 1339400
acres. Thc tepograshy and water supply would pormit the irrigating
of scversl hundred acres more, There are 7 stockholders served by
the systcm, The operation and maintcnance charsus average chout
50¢ an acre, which is mestly worked out by thc users. Topography
is river bottom lond,
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Jolict Irrieation Cumpony

The area irrigoted by this preoject lics northeast of Jelict,
The altitude ot Joliet, whieh is the l.,r'inci" ol shinring print ond
servad by a brench line ¢f the Northern Tacific Roilwey, is 3,728 ft.

The Jdoliet Lrrigrtion Co m""ny tokes water by grovity near the
nerthwest ¢ rner :‘f the Si Pa‘* of Scetion 33, Township 4 Snuth,
Range 22 Bnst, wsiosuring w oir is about 1/4 mile northecst of the
herdante, The main crnal is ubouwt 62 miles long,

The Compeny was ineorporated in 1919, for 40 yenrs, with a cap-
ited stock of 1,000 sharcs ¢f a par value cf .20 each, or 20,020,
To drte 917 sharcs have been issued. The Conpeny has ne indebted-
ness. The cost of water per irrigrted acre overages about 50¢

which is for pperation nnd maintenanee. The to; wI"\ih'f is. lewel
with a gentle slope te leck Creck, The soils v.".ry prently asits
soll charzacter, ‘Ull.:} hweing ell river bottem loand. Drainaze for the
ost rart i1s folr with scite seepnge. The supply of weter is con-
sidercd rdequate in normal yenrs, but the stockholders sty they do
not heve encusgh woter in dry yeers.

The folleowineg water rights were deerced to the Jolict Ditch
Company, predccessor of the Joliet Irrigotion Coryanyt

393 inches with a dote of pricrity as of June 20, 1894,
390 1 W A ) I " June 15, 1895,

The fellowing rights were decreed to the Jaliet Irriention
Company:

H
50 inches with ~ dote of rricrity as cf July 1, 1898,
20 1 TS I n n ot ey L6 T RO0
6L, " noon 1 " 1 i, M diay 1, 1896,

In 1943 therc were 513,20 ceres beinz irrignted, with a poten-
tial screage of 73,00 acres, under existing works, ur o moxdnum ir-
rigable acrcnge of 586,20 acres. Therc were 15 acres of seeped land
reperteds

Last Chance Ditch Compony and
Carbon Canrl Corpany
Extcension of Inst Chance

The rrojeet is lecated between Joliet end Fremberg, with the
greater part situated in an aren enlled Presperity Flat., These 2
tawns are the prineipal shipping ycints and also provide o local
rarket for some jroducts,

The Last Chance Ditch takes water -n the e-st bank of Rock
Creck in the SELSE; of Section 14, Tewnship 4 South, Renge 22 East,
weasurement weir is abowt one mile from the hendgnte, The diteh




runs cast for about a mile paralleling Rock Creck, then it swings
south thru Sccticns 18, 19, 30, 31, and 32, in Tormship 4 Scuth,
Renge 23 BEost. In Scetisn 32 ther® is » sirhon seross o weste
water coulees The ditch cnds on the scecticon line in the cost half
between Sectirns 4 and 9, Township 5 Scuth, Range 23 E-st. In the
SEANES: of Sceticn 31, Tevmship 4 Scuth, Range 23 Esst, the Lost
Chance diverts water to the Carbon Cinal., From this point it runs
scuth thru Scetions 6, 5, 8, and 17,-abd terminates in the S7387) of
Seetion 17, nenr the town of Fromberg in the Clarks Fork Velley. A
latorsl diteh trles out of the Carbon main canal in the NEINT? cf
Seeti:n 8 and runs northeast for ebcut one nile,

Tater is diverted from Rede Creck thru the Iast Chance Ditch to
& reint near the conter of Scetion 5, Tovmshiy 5 Scuth, Range 23
East, which is the end »f the Last Chance and the beginning of the
Carbon Conal,

There is little informoticn as to the carly history of the Last
Chonce Ditch. The Conpany has 32 steckhollers, hoving 1,057.36
sharcs issucd. The first use of what now is the Leost Chance Ditch
we in 1895, The cost of water averages abcut 50¢ per ecre. The
Company hogfic indebtednesse In dry yeers the Corypany buys supple-
mentcl water frem the Rock Creck Tater Users' Lssocclition which is
su;plicd by Cooney ond Granite Reserveirs.,

The Carben Canal Company was imcorrorated in 1927 fer 4O years
with o capital stock of 625 minert's inches cf wator, or 500 shares
of A stock and 475 miner's inches of water, or 350 shares cf B
stccks The i stock has a par value of {10 por sharc and the B
stoek has a par value of “20 pcr share, or +15,750. The stock is
assegseble as fcollows: Class i stock is assessable for the jurpose
of sceuring the nccessary funds for the eonstruction frem the ter-
minug of the Lost Chance Ditch Comrany's ditch, or from the begin-
ning cf the Corbon Canal Cempanmy, tc & proint 1C0' north of what is
known as thoe Kkelly Flume. DNo further liabilitics are lcvied agninst
Class 4 stock. Class B stock is assessable for the rurrose of se-
curing funds for thc construction and cper-ticn of neintenance
chorges for the ranainder « f the ditch, In order to have stock in
the Carbon Cencl Company, usars must also have stcck in the Last
Chance Ditch Cemprny,

The watcer charges under the Cerbon Canal ore nbout 75¢ per acre,
Therc are 10 water uscrs umler the system, This charee is for all
ditch comrany expenses. The Comrany as of January 17, 1944, had ne
indcbtedness,

The Compeny hes the f2llowing deerded water rishts in Rock
Creek, listcd unler Cose No, 275, decreed August 21, 1903:

760 mincr's inches with o~ date of pricrity as of Oct., 4, 1895

360 Ditto June 1, 1897
L66 n June 1, 1898

80 " June 1, 1899
1C0 L . June 1, 1900
125 ¥ Loy 30, 1901,
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In 1943 there were 1,865.,20 ncres being irrigoted unler Last
Chance and Carben Cenal, vith a potential acresge under existing
works of 567.30 acres, or o meximum acrecge of 2,432,50, Ve also
found 154 aercs of seeped land under the twe systers.

Laryott Ditch

The project is loccoted sbout 3 miles north of Red Lodge, which
rrovides a good local market snd is the prinecipel shipping peint,
being served by a bronch line ~f the Werthefn Pocific Railway and
U. S. Highwey No. 12, The altitude at Red Lodge is 5,557 feet,

The aryott Ditch diverts water by gravity in the SUZSEE cf
Seeticn 6, Township 8 Scuth, Range 20 East, on the north bank of
the iest Fork of Rock Creek, abeut 4 mile west of the Ronger Sta-
tion, From this point watcr is carried around gravelly hills and
on lands of a shallow scil with a grovel sub-bnse for 8 miles.

The l.oryott Ditch is o privately owned ditch thet is represen-
trtive of nany small ditches in the Red Lodge arce. In Township 6
Scuth, Renge 20 Enst, we have 26 diffcerent ditcics, most of which
are similar to the Loaryctt with cach user heving his cwn water
right, Nc records are kept of ccst of operaticn and maintenance,
If there is work to be done on a ditech, each uscr gets cut and does
his share, Cost of new muterials or new constructicn is likewise
sharcd., Ditch consolidation in this aren has great possibilitics
and would insure more woter «t a checper cost and give protecticn
against scernge,

Farmers who have their fields cut up by ditches eculd als im-
prove their lond ~nl step up its productivity. Thesc.numerous
ditches also provide a noturcl brecding ground for weeds that in
soma arecs have ccused large scroages f farm lanl te be sbendoned,
The Caonrdien thistle is the most predomincnt and widesproad.

lhecording to John L, Moryott end Thos. L. Maryott, the two
users under the ditch, the cost of opereticn and maintcnance aver-
ages from w1.,25 to «w2,00 an acrce The maximum copocity of the
diteh is cstireted te be 1,000 inches,

The precipitation for cver 31 years has cvercged 19.82 inches,
with 13.37 inches, cr 67k, f:1ling during the April 1 - September
30 period,

In 1943 there were 750,00 acres being irrignted under the Mary-
ott Ditch, with no pctenticl acreage on the 2 existing forms scrved
by the ditch., The ditech could easily serve tw or three hudred
rore acres, The fcllewing woter rights were decrced to Jo Le liaryctts:

350 miner's inches with a pricrity as of July 1, 1890
300 Ditto lny 25, 1893
50 L July 1, 1898
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Matson Dit ch Company

The area served by the liztson Ditch Company is located about 2
miles west of Red Lodge, the principal shipping puint for this arec,

The moin canrl is ebout 4 miles long and t kes water by grovity
frem the West Fork of Rock Creek in the NUENUE of Section 8, Town-
shi; 8 South, Range 20 East,

The 1ntscn Diteh Compeny is a smell incorperated diteh having 6
stockh-lders who own forms thet are served by the system, The Com~
Pe ny h"s no indebtedness., No record hes been kept as tc the cost
of we In yerrs of normal rainfell little irrigation 1s re-
qulre.d, a5 the project is nesr the base cf the Beartooth ilounteins
which heve a high altitude. The ditches arc repnired cs ncedad by
those who use them.

The Cempany wes incorpercted for LQ yeors Moy 24, 1902, with a
C"T"ltnl stock of 3,000 sheres of a par voalue of a dollar ench, or
w3 000, Cf these, 2500 sharcs have been issued,

Thc frllewing water rights were decreed to the liatson Ditch
Comrany

130 miner's inches with o dote of priority os of April 20,1902
560 Ditto Aug. 10, 1902

100 mirer's inches with a date of prisrity ss of Jure 10, 1898,
end elso L5 mincr's inches with o drte of priority es of Julv 11,
1899, deerecd t: Jeohn Aalto.,

The sidls are of a "erc.l];y', clay loem nature, Prineipel crops
erc alfalfa, peas and small greins, The torogrephy is mecstly foob-
hills and bench land,

In 193 there were 302,00 acres being irrigrted under the lat-
son Ditch, with a potentinl screage under cxisting works of 346
acres, or o rinscimun irrigeble acrerge of 642,00 acres. le also
frund 20 acres of secped land.

Mutuol Ditch Company

The aren served by the lintuzl Ditch Company is located south of
Bridger, the irineipal shipping point, and is served by the Northern
Pacific R::Llwuy and the Ch:LcH@, Burlington ond Wuincy Reilrond. A
hard surfoced highway, U, S. Highwe Y No. 310, conacets to Billings,

e distonce of 46 miles, which provides a goed lecol merket,

weter is tcken by grovity in the NEiNE;: of Sceticn 14, Tovnship
8 Scuth, k ngm 2 Esst, onc mile enst ¢ i‘ Belfry, ~nd terminates in
the center of Section 26, T-wnship 6 South, R".nge 23 East,

\
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The lutual Ditch Company was first started by O. B. HArt, Jas,
Carson and J. K. Hart, and called the Hart Ditch. In Sept. 12,
1899, they filed on and aprropriated 1,500 miner's inches of water
to be taken by gravity on the east bank of the Clarks Fork River.
The point of diversion was about 6,000 fect above a high cut bank
and about 2 miles above Silver Tip point. The purpose vas for ir-
rigation, manufacturing, and domestic uses. The system was described
as a headgate and a ditch 18" by 48" in sigze, which carrics 1,500
inches of water from the Clarks Fork River to the ranches of appro-
priators. The Notice of Anrropriation is on file in the Carbon
County Courthouse in Book 1, on page 215, of Vater Right Location
Records.

In 1909 the Hart Ditch was to be enlarged and renamed the Jock
Creek Ditch Company. On July 30, 1909, this Company approprictced
3,000 inches of watcr., The filing wos mode August 27, 1909, r~nd is
on record in the Carbon County Courthouse in Book 2, page 210, of
Water Right Records. The point of diversion wes the srme as for
the Hart Ditch, and thence it ran in a northerly dircction to Rush
Water Conyon cost of Bridger. The scid ditch w-s an enlargement of
the Hart Ditech for nbout 4 miles, thence ren thru an extension for
about 15 miles. '

The new ditch company, cnlled the Jack Creek Extension Ditch
Company, was formed o fcw months later to toke over the Jock Creck
Ditch., On Deec, 30, 1909, the Jock Creek Extension Ditch Company
apprepriated and filed on 5,000 inches to be used for irrigation,
power and dorcstic uses. The ditch was to be 13! wide by 4' deep
and wonld cerry 5,000 inches of water from the Clarks Fork River,
The land description of intended plece of usc wns given as lands
under ditch on theerst side of the Clarks Fork Liver boetween the
town of Bridger snd the Ycllowstone River, Loter this ditch was
known as the Clarks Fork Valley Irrigotion Company.

The Mutual Ditch Company was formed to acquire all the rights,
title and intercst of the Clarks Fork Velley Irrie:tion Company and
the Jade Creckt Ditch Company. The Mutual Diteh Company wes incor-
porated Jan, 10, 1930, for 40 yuers with a capital stock of 2,720
sharcs of o por value of %30 cach, or 81,600, The stock is divided
into 2,070 shores of "B" stock and 650 sheres of "A" stock, The
preferrcd, or "A" stock, pays ore~fourth of the cxpense for improving
and opernting of the ditch above the scuth Hunt Crock flume and one-
fourth of the ditch riders' cxpcnse. The common, or "B" stock,
pays three-fourths of the expense above the Hunt Creck flume and
all of the expense for improving and operation bclow the flume,
Preferred stockholders paid an ossossment of 31¢ and comron stock-
holdcrs poid $2.75 a share, or an average assessment of cbout $1.85
en acre. Uf this amount, €0% was for cperation aml maintensnce and
20 for dcbt and scrvice charges. The indebtedness of the Company
as of Oct, 19, 1943, wes 42,400, The Company is negotinting with
the Farm Security #dministration for a loon of $25,400. This is a
water fecilitics loan for rehabilitstion and new construction under
their system. /s of Nove. 24, 1944, this loan hod rot been made,
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33 stockhclders have farms under this system. Seventy incles of
water are also supplied to a farm orerated by Hubert ticnnomar.
This water is from the E., B, Merrill water right or stock.

The main ditch is aboul 15 miles long ard has an estimzted
capecity of 2.500 inches, The heedgate is sf concrete consitruction
and is in good repeir, The CO"!’DEU“J also meintzirs a2 siphon over
Cottonwood (‘reek that is about 1,100 fect lcnﬂ, ald approximntsly 4!
in diameter, of wood stave consbtruction and is in good rewvair., The
Compary ¢lsc maintains several wooden flumes and one smaller con-
crote siphori. The water surply is considered adequate if the ditch
is kept {ree of silt end debris.

"The n,}i,:lr, 1de at Bridger is 3,664 feet. Over a period oi‘ 21
yeers, the sverage meen annual tempereture at- gridger bas Tech L5.2
degrses. The temperature ot Bridper has averugad dzgrove for
thet period £ ‘“"n April 1 to Septamber 30, 11 28,7 degrees during
Janvary ond february.

"‘::‘

The greater part of the project is river bottom land, end the
lands vary greatly as to soll character. Erown sendy lonms pre-
domincte,

In 1943 there vere 3,203,40 acres being irrimted under the
Mutual Ditch, with o potential acreage under existing works of
752,00 cercs, or a maximum irrignble acreage of 3,955.40 ccres.
Vie also faind 138 acres of seeped land,

Newi First Chance Ditch Company

The arca served by the Now First Chance Ditch Company is lo-
ceted about 25 miles northwest of Edgar, which hes an cltitude of
3,473 feet above sea level,

In normal yenrs the water supply is considered rdzquate, but in
dry yeacrs there are cbous 400 acres under the ditch not receiving
full suprly. The main canal is sbout 5 miles in length and teckes
water by gravity from Rock Creek ia the NWiSEZ of Scction 13, Town-

ship 4 South, Range 22 East, on the south bank; it his 2 meximum

cnp'xcltj of 2 000 inches. A reasuring weir is maint zined reor the
ke edgote. 'Ih(, system serve 13 farms, In dr'j yerrs vne Company buys
surplementel water from the Rock Oreek Users! Associstion which is
Shppll\‘.,d by Coon:y nnd Gronite Bessrvoirs.

The New First Chence Ditch Compony, also knovn as the First
Chence Ditch, wns first incorporsted in nbout 1892, The Company
wes re-incorporated in 1919, with a copitel stock uf 10,00C shares
of a par value of 31400 ench, or 410,000, There are 10,000 shares
issucds Originally enc inch of water was allowed per ,Lcr\,, but
shares have been tronsferred until no equol distribution of shares
is cn records The Comprny has no irdebtedness, and velue their
system at 20,000, Operation and meintencnce charges arc 30¢ an acre.
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The Company has the following decreed water rights, that were
decreed Aug. 21, 1903, and are listed under Came No, 275 in the
Carbon County Court House at Red Lodge:

b ]

1,335 miner's inches with a date of priority as of Nov,18,1892

120 Difto June 1,1893
100 May 15, 1899
150 " June 1,1899

Tn 1943 there were 1,547.25 acres being irrigated under the
system with a potential acreage under existing works of 130.00
acres, or a raximum acreage of 1,677.25 acres, W. also found
L0 .00 acres of seeped land.

Orchard Canal Compeny
and
Ed,ar Canal Extension of Quschard

The Orchard Project is located on the east side of the C.arks
Fork River, nesr the towns of Bridger, Fr.iberg and fdgur. Tue
project is served by the worthern Yacific kailway and the Chicago
Burlington and Quiney Railroad, and U. S. Highway No. 310. T.e
altitude at Bdger is 3,473 and at Bridger it is 3,664 feet.

Water is taken by gravity in the SWiNWit of Section 27, Tuwn-
ship 6 South, Runge 23 fast, from the Clarks Fork Rilver on the
east bank. The estinated capacity of the main canal is 8000
niner's inches. The corbined length of the 2 canals is about 163
miles, with sbout 53 miles under the Edgar extension, which starts
in the SEANEINW:, in Section 2, Township 5 South, Range 23 East.
The prinecipal works under the Oichard Cenal are:

One concrete headgate having an original cost of 3,000

A concrete dam across Clarks Fork River 5,000
2 flumes around slough 2,700 each
One concrete flume across Bluewater Creek 3,000
" i splllway where water 1s dropped
into the Edgar Canal 2,500

According to 8.T7.McCell of Fromberg, "Silbern W. Sybarger
made the first apnropristion of what is now the Orchard Canal on
October 28, 1898", These rights were then transferred to the
Wrangler Ditch Compeny on Hay 24, 1902, 4t this tine the Wrangler
Ditch filed on 5,000 miner's inches of water. The Vrchard Canal
Company was oreanized April 18, 1910, All water rights of the
wrangler Ditch were transferred to the Urchard Canal Company., The
Company was re-incorporated wpril 18, 1930, for LO years with a
capital stock of 8,000 niner's inches of a par value of 20 per
inch. The Company was incorporated for 40,000, There have been
5,407 inches issued. Of these, 1282 miner's inches of water are
supplied to the Edgar Cansal, The cost of water veries from 25
to 50¢ an acre. This cost includes charges for operation and
maintenance, The Company had no inéebtedness as of Septenber
19, 1943.
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The topogrephy is favorable for irrigstion with a general slope
to the river. The water supply is CD(ISlleI‘t.d adequate.

Tte rrincipal crops are sugar beets, beans ond small grnins,
Considerable breeding and same deiry stock are kept., Some winter
fecding of beef e nttle and sheep from adjacent renge lands is
prazcticed.

In 1943 therc were 5,473.72 scres being irrigs ted, with a po-
tential esercage of 917. 50 acres, or a maximum acreage of 6,391.22
acres, under the Orchard rrojecet., Cf this amount there were
1,208.70 acres being irrigated under the Edepr Cenal, with a poten-
tl al acreage of ! 96 50. e found that therc are 234 acres of
seepcd land on the cntire project,

Edzer Cansal-Extension of Orchard Canal

The Bd ar Canal was first constructed in 1918, with a capacity
of 1,300 rincr's inches., The Conpany was 1ncorpor‘.t\,d in 1918, for
LO years with a capital stock of 1,500 sharcs of a par value of $5
each, or #7,500., Tie purposc of the incorporation was to own,
neintain and operate said irrigetion ditch,- $his ditch being en
extension of the main ditech of the Orchard Canal, The first dirce-
tors were J. P. Van Lioose, C. P. Parsons and H, H. licHose, Under
this system assessments are cqun s regardless of acresge. Assess-
ments are madc for construction of new works, but most of the cost
per acrc is workcd out by farmers umder the ditch. An c=qual arount
of stock rwust be owned in the Orchard Canal for each sharc in the
Edgmr Canal. The Company scrves 12 farms, The supply has been
adequatc,

The main canel follows the hillsides and, as a result, there
have been some bad slides toking out perts of the ditch c"ld leaving
those uscrs below without wnter. In 1943 a large flum went out,
but was rcepaired and now is in working conditicn., In the spring of
1944 obout 100t of main cenal slid on to the country road near
Edger as a result of a cloudburst in the adjoining hills, The
stockholders plen to climinate this vart of the canal, and are now
negotinting with the Ferm Stcurity idminidtrsticn to secure a loan
of 15,000 to construct a new ditch, which would rcquire a cut of
some 30 ft. Vhere the ditch is neer the bottom of the hills on
morc level ground, it is silted in badly and requires frequent
cleaning in ordur to sunnly sdequate watcr. The Compeny had an in-
debtedness of 91,300 as of Jure 6, 1944,

The Edger Canal is an extensicn of the Orchard Canal and, therc
fore, constitutes an cnlargement of the original vrangler D:Ltch
aprropriation,

On M:y 24, 1902, the Urander Ditch aprropriated 5,000 miner's
inches of wa tor i'rom the Clarks Ferk River, the point oi diversion
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being 1,481 feet distant in a northerly direction and 960 ft, dis-
tant in an easterly direction from a permancnt monument in the S
of Section 27, Township 6 South, Range 23 E.ste. The filing was
made Moy 31, 1902, The purpmse was for irrigation and for hir: to
consuwrs. The system was described as a dam and ditch, the ditch
to be 12 across the bottom, 18! across the top and 3' deep. The
land deseription of intended place of usc was described as lands in
the Clarks Fork Valley, on the cast side of the Clarks Fork River,
extending nortlierly from the point of diversion to a small galch in
the NEIST] of Saction 2, Township 5 South, Range 23 Eest.

: Notice of Appropriation is on file in the Carbon County Court
flouse, Red Lodge, kiontana, in Book 3, page 68, in Notice of Viater
Right Records.,

Orchard Ditch Comrany

The arca sorved by the Orcherd Ditch Commany is located in the
Bluewater Creek Valley, scutheast of Franberg, the principal chip-
ping point., Fromberg is scrved by the Northern Pecific Railway and
the Chicago, Burlington and Quincy Railroad, and U, S, lighway 310,
The altitude at Fromberg is 3,538 ft. above sca level .

Vater is diverted from Bluewater Creek in the NERSEESTE of Sce-
tion 5, Township 6 Scuth, Range 24 East, the sowce of the water
being Bluuweter Springs. The diteh runs west for she it onc mile on
the nerth side of Rluawater Creek, At this point it is siphoned
threugh a 24" stecl pipe about ono-fourth of a mile long ncross
Bluewater Creck to the scuh side, From this point the ditch con-
tinues for about 4 miles in a westerly dircctien,

The leeding crops are beans, alfalfa and small greins. Consid-
erable livestock is kept on most farms. Somc winter fecding is
done. Topogrephy is very fovorsble for irri grtion, most land being
feirly level with a gentle slope, '

The Orchard Ditch Company was first incorporatcd April 22, 1910,
The Compeny wes re-incorroretcd April 22, 1930, for 4O years with a
copital stock of 6,000 units that is divided into 20 shares of a par
velue of $3C0 each, or $6,000, The indebtedness of the Comprny was
#2700 as of Sept, 19, 1943, The average cost of watur is about 60¢
an scre. Sach water user has separate water rights inBlucwater
Creck, and the Company ditch is used as a means of conveying this
water to the users incorporcted in the systeuw. The holders of 1900
rights, or rizhts of a later date, are usually without water as it
is very seldom that there is sufficicnt water for thesc late rights.,
Therc are twelve and cne-third shares of stod issucd in the Com-
pany. These ere owned by 7 farmers.

In 1943 there were 551.00 acres irrigated under Orchard Ditch,
with a potenticl aercege of 307,00 under existing wwrks, or a moxi-
munr irrigable ecrecge of 858,00 acres. “e also fourd 17 acres of
scepcd land,
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Fleasant Valley Canal Company

The Tleasant Velley Coanal Company trkes weter by sravity from
Rock GCreek. The point of diversion is in the S".'."-IISW% of Section 23,
Townshin 7 South, Range 20 East, on the e~st bank, From this point
the cansal runs in a northensterly direction about 3% miles to the
I;l_bE%r of Section 12, or where it reaches Clear Creck, From this
point on it is kiown as the Jeffery Ditch., The Jeffery Ditch iz
tension is about 3% miles long, Water is also spilled into Clenr
Creck and Elbow Creck, and is picked up cloneg theuse creeks by users
who meintain their own irrigotion systams, but have stock in the
Picasent Valley Conal Company.

The project of the ilesent Valley Cenal Compony is locsted
about 3 miles northcast of Red Lodge, the prineipal shipping point.
The vroject is scrved by the Nerthern tecific dnilway and U. S, High-
way No, 12, OShipping facilitics are also available ot Fox, which is
located 2 miles north of the project, The altitude at Fox is 5,048
foct, The lecding crops cre hay, small grains ond peas. Consider-
able numbers of livostock are kept on most forms, Beef cottle and
sheep predominatc, and renge on the adjacent foothills, The soils
are moderately dark in color and vary from a sandy lorm to a silty
loam in texture. The topogrephy is rolling bench land,

The Fleasnnt Veliey Cenel Company is incormorated for 20,000,
There are 6,203 sharcs of stock in the Company. These are owned by
¢ frraers, As of December 15, 1943, the Company hed an indebted-
ness of $600. Tie aversge cost is sbout 50¢ an acre.  The wetcr sup-

ply is considercd adegucte.

In 1943 therc wore 2386426 rcres being irrigated under the Plea-
sent Valley Irrigetion System, with o potential acrcage urder exist-
ing works of 457.00 acres, or a maximum irrigeblc acrcage of -2843.26
NCTe8,

Secpage is no problem as the project is well dreined becouse of
the rolling topograrhy. On acecunt of frequent washouts and diteh
silting, the Company has trouble in supplying sufficient water to
its watcr users during the peak of the irrigntion scason.

The Company hes the following dcerced water righits:

LLO miver's inches with a dote of priority es of July 4, 1893

560 Ditto June 21,1894
770 ] Jure 211'1895
125 " Auz, 10,1896

The following oxamplc is used as an illustrotion to show how
sanc of the wrter rights in the Fleasent Valley Cnnal Company are
served:  The Loyning Brothers have 25 shores cof stock in the Com-
pany. In crder to get water to thelr land it runs thraigh the
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Pleosant Valley Cunal to Clerr Creck, from this point thru the
Joffery Cenal, to Flbow Cruck, and then down E1pow Ureck to where
it is diverted inte the Loyning Ditch which scrves thelr land.
This conditicn, however, is only tynicel for a small pereantage of
the rights, as the majority of the rights ore scrved dircetly by
the Juffery or Fleasant Velley Cencls which arc eonsidercd as cine
systun.

Fleasant Valley Ditch

The Plensont Vnlley Ditch trkes water by gravity on the cost
bank of Red Lodge Craoclk in the SE:SW, of Sccticn 6, Township 6
South, Range 20 Dest. The ditch is sbout 2% milcs long. The ditch
ends in tho SLiSW: of Section 30, Township 5 South, Renge 20 Beost,
vhere it spills into the Chr.pman Diteh

¥rs. Thurston B. Deusl, wife of onc of the original appropria-
tors, writes, "This farm on water rosowces is rother difficult
for mo to £ill out, as a watcr richt suit in 1901 resulted in
chenged dates of our d-tc of priority by Judge Henry. Our water
right was reccorded in Billings, Yellewstonc County, in 1892, and
wos changed in Crrbon County in 1901 by the Judge's decrec to Moy
15, 1894, The oriminal members of the 1892 filings wore my hus-
band, Thurston E, Deuel, Guorge B, Stcvenson, Edward Oleott and
Prt Valsh. The ditch is loczlly known as the ilensant Valley Ditch
but is not rccorded as such. The present owners arc urs. Annic E,
Deucl, widow of T, B, Deuel; J. T. ¥e1ly, succcssor of Goos B.
Stevenscn; and krs, Jennic Hyem, widow of Jnmes Hyem, Sr., succes=
sor of Edwrrd Olcott, and artin Loftus, succsssor of Pat Walshe.
The nurber of inches of wanter decrced on May 15,1894, wast T, E,
Deucl, 117 inches - Jnues Hyur, 130 inches." The following Notice
¢ f Aprropriaticn wns fiprst mnde in Parle Ccunty and later trrnsforred
to Cerbon and is on record in Bock 1, poge 611, of Water Right Lo-
crticn Roeerds in Red Lodge. To E. Deuel, Geoe B. Stevenscn,
Edwrrd Olectt ond Potrick Walsh, on Decerber 13, 1892, appropristed
and £iled on 1,800 inchies of water to be trlen by grovity from Red
Lodee Crock, on the cost bonk, The peint of diversicn was given as
a point about one-fourth of o mile belew the juncticn of the forks
of s~id creek aad being on unsurveyed picce of load, ~t rresent
claircd by krs, Hobsony thence, running or to run upen described
land. The purpose was foi dsmestic and irrigrticn uscs. The sys-
tom was described ns o ditch 84" by 20 in sizc, and tc cerry 1800
inches of wonter from scld strenils

In 1943 there were 232.90 acres being irrignted under the FPlea-
sent Valley Ditch, with o potential acreage under existing warks of
183,30 acres, or a maximum irrigeble ncrecge of 116,20 acress

Powers Ditch

The ares scrved by the Fowers Ditch is lcecated abot 3 miles
northwest of Red Lodge, the county seat of Carbun County.

o




Vater is diverted by gravity from the Uest Fork of Rock Creek
in the NEANEL of Section 12, Township 8 South, Range 19 Eesti

The Prwers Ditch is A privately owned system about 10 miles
long. The estimated capncity is 600 inches. The entire ditch has
not becr in use for the lest 2 years, beczuse part of it is full of
silt and cut off by slides in mony plnces. Vhen the main ditch was
constructed, the contract called for a ditch 5 ft. decp. Coulees
and small crecks are olso used to carry water, Mr, Yowers said
that when he was censtructing the ditch and came to a ridge he
plovied three furrows and let the water follow ard form its own
ditch with the f-ll of the lond,

As the ditch runs along the sides of the hills and mountains,
ccnsiderable scepage hoas resulted from the ditch when it is in usc,

Later is cut off cbout July 1, so that only sbout 30% of the
needed water is aveilable, It has been estimated that an addition-
a2l 175 acre feet -f water would be required to irrignte all of the
petential lond under the system. The shortage is duc te the ear-
licr water rights ~n thel vst Fork of Rock Creck. The cost of water
per irrigoted acre 1s about %3 0o,

The following watcr rights were decreed to the Powers Ditchi
314 inchcs decreed to Ann Fowers with a date of priority as of July
6, 1898; 204 inches deereed to Maurice Fowers with a date of prior-
1ty as of July 6, 1898; and 490 inches decreed to Maurice Powers
with a dete of ywiority as of November 11, 1901,

The maximum irrigeble area under the ditch has been estimated
at 675 acres., Inl9h3 there were 190 ncres being irrigeteds On the
twe forms irrignted there is a potential acrcage of 329 acres.

Pryde Ditch Compony

The ares Served by the I'ryde Ditch Company is located on the
behich north of Red Lodges The water is diverted by gr“v1ty from
the north bank of the west Ferk of Rock Creck in the N384 of Sece=
ticn 4, Township 8 South, Range 20 Enst.

The Pryde Ditch Compony was first orgenized by Baward Burns,
Geo. Fryde, Vim, Pryde, and Vm, Meiiilliam, On May 19, 1293, they
spprropriated 2,000 inches of water from the “est FOﬂK of Rocky Fork
Creck (nCW'C"llCd Rock Creck). The filing wes made on May 23, 1893,
The roint of diversion was s2bout three-fourths of & mile above the
mcuth of said West Fork Creck, and about 100 fi, below the headgate
of the John L. Maryctt Ditech, being con the north bank of the s2id
stream. The purpose was for lrrigoticn, The system was deseribed
as a ditch 24" in depth by 90" wide, which carries 2,000 inches of
water. The ploce of intended use was described as lands in Secticns
9, 10, 15, 16, and 22, in Township 7 Scuthy Renge 20 Z0st, and o
cio.ll:{ inthe 8B} of Section 15, the Wi of Section 10, and the NE:
and E5 of N1 of SLCtlun F A
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The Pryde Ditch is about 8 miles in length and runs in o north-
erly dircetiin, The capagity of the ditch is 2,500 inches., The
Company wes insorperated Doeember 12, 1910, for 40 yeors. There
arc 2,075 shares in the Coupany having a par valuc of $2,50 cachy
1,985 sharcs have becn issued. There are 10 stockholders who heve
farms under the system. Seven of those have decreed water rights.
Don Yavis ~wns 100 shercs of stock, but has only 10 inches of de-
creed water, the balrnee being undecreed as of 1901 filing. John
Cornelic ard the Kent Brothers have urdeerced water vith ne recorded
filing, ZEach user umder the system has his own water risht. The
Company hes 1,604 inches of deerecd water and 275 inchos of un-
deerced water, The Cempony also hos 450 acre fect of stored water
in Glacier Reservokr that is rurchased frem the Rock Creck Water
Uscrs! Associaticn. The cost of water under this system is almost
negligible cveraging abcut 104 an acre., The sujrly is adequote,
except in extremely dry yecrs.,

Torogrophy is bench 1and mederately rolling tc smocth, and the
farming land is largely a sandy loam with occasional cuterops of
grevel.  The annuel precipitation is abcut 20 inches. The princi-
pal crops are cats, whect, barley, flax and hay. Barley, ocats and
hey arc fed primrily to beef cattle and sheep which are kent on
most farms, :

in 1943 tthere were 590,00 acres being irrigeted under the
Pryde Ditch and 1,020,00 acres under the Drrper Ditch, which is an
cextension of the Fryde and is ~wned by the Dr:per Brothers who have
stock in the Fryde Diteh for the water they reeeive on their farmg
or a total of 1,610,00 acres under the Pryde-Droier system, Ve
also found 45 acres of potential land under existing works and 25
acres of seeped lard,

Red Lodze-Rosebud Irrigation District

In cbout 1900 J. P, Wuast started constructicn of a ditch 121
wide on the bottem with a 1 to 1 slope, from the Erst Roscbud River.
He went broke in his endsavor, with only part of the diteh heing
constructeds Hc then received financisl aid from kir, Pillsbury of
the Fillsbury Flour Coryany of kinneapolis, liinnesotn, The two men
censtructed 12 miles of the ditch., From about 1902 to» 1919 the
ditch loy idle and wes never used for irrigation. Sore water was
turned into the ditch, es they thr ught this would hel: held their
water right, The year 1919 wns a very dry yeor, ard nmost of the
farmers in the area were burned cut. Remembering the 12 miles of
ditch that were constructed by Pillsbury and Vicast, the farmers in
the area orgenized the Red Lodge-Rosebud Irrigetion District as in-
surance ageinst repcating dry years that might cccur.

The first steps t- orgonize a district were taken by a group of

fermers, With the help of the U, S. Naticmal Bank of Red Lodse, they
bought an ortion oen the Fillsbury-''cast Ditch. This included all
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water rights. They also made a subsequent filing on the East Rose-
bud River. This group zlso made a prelimincry survey of the area
and presented it to the Fublic Service Commission for approval.
David Loy made the report and was engincer for same. The public
service commission endorscd the report and reported the proposed
project as feasible. Fred f, Buck, now State ®ngineer, was Chief
Engircer for the Public Scrvice Cormicsion. Tyhe farmeors then se-
cur.d 51% of the land-owners in the area to agree to the project.
Aftcr this wrs completed, non-signers were given 30 days in which
to contest. Some landholders contested and prescnted sufficicnt
evidence to the court that they were not included in the district.
As a result of having 51% of the landholders' signatures, all those
that did not contest were automatically included into the district.
Ls o rcsult ther: were 111 landholders included.

The district wes now orgenized and bonds werc offered for sale.,
The original bond issue wos for $418,000., The total arce of the
pro joet was 22,000 ecres with 9,758 acres classificd as irrigeble.
Th. bonds were sold to Fyne Vibber and Comprny of Boston for 86¢ on
o doller. The cngineer's cstimatc to construct the nccesscry irri-
gotion works wos %216,000. This mency was laid out for the con-
trrctor with a 75,000 rcserve fund to cover costs for a 3-year
period beforc ~ny asscssments were to be made., J. S, Holey of
Bozemr.n was the contrector. He worked the job until the money grve
oub. About 75% of tho systar as planned wns completced. hg the
ditches were dug with tesms and slips, many of the formers supplied
hay, oats and cquipment to help constructicn for which they were
never paid, The frrmers new ¢~l1l this event their first thorn.
hfter Haley left, additionnl work had to be done in order to finish
the job and put it in zn operative conditicn.

After the 3 ye-rs passed, the first asscssment made wes for 50¢
an rere. Assessments bzcame highor cach yoor until they reached
£,,80 on acrc. At this voint the farmers turned down the assess-
ment, =nd rofused to pey ony more levies on the grounds that they were
too high for the productivity of the land.

So the financirl history of the district hos not becn too
bright. 4 tct~l of 418,000 worth cf bonds were scld, none of which
hove been paid. Intercst on thesc bonds has been in defeult sinee
July 1, 1927. Therc is also a werrant indebtedness of necrly
#22,000 apgrinst the district. Bascd on the original 9,758 acres
classificd as irrignble, this is an indebtedness cf approximately
“5,5 an ncre. The arce for the greater port beceme tox delinquent,
rnd the district doteriorated until the system gave out inl942,
cousing the fermers to go back to dry land ferming, &0 dpril, 1932,
the county tock tax title to 7,302.87 acres in the district. No
taxes have been prid on this lond since thot time. On Larch 15,
1944, Carbon County cffered the land held by the County for scle.

No land wes sold, and as a result the County is now lensing the land
to the farmers in the district. Informction as to the water rights
for the district is not tco clecer. 4s near as we cculd find out,




the district adquired an equity by contrect in 10,000 inches of
water from the Last Roscbud River from the old Rosebud drrigation
Company, ond rbout 12 miles of ditch that had been constructed for
$27,000, and the right of the Hed Lodge-Hoscbud Ditch Company,

On June 7, 1902, Jacob . "east, Willirm "east and Frank veast
filed a Notice of Approprintion for 10,000 inches of water to be
tolien from the Lost Hoscbud River. Together they formed the Rose-
bud Irrigrticn Company. The Compeny wos incorporated for 35,000
shares of a rar value of $1.00 cach. They went broke in their
endcavor to complete the ditch, and reccived financiel aid from b,
Fillsbury. He later acquired the rights of the Company. These
rishts were later purch-sed by V/illiem Lerkin, Fresident of the
United Statcs National Bank of Red Lodge, for the Red Lodge-Rosebud
Irrigetion District. COn July 8, 1919, %illiam Larkin, J. R. Hutton,
1iillard ey, R. T, lorch, Hugh Seilley, Horry Bdwords and John J.
Hrsh ircorporated together to form the Red Lodge-Kosebud Ditch Come
pany. The cupitrl stock of srid corperctiocn was %40,000, divided
into 40,000 shores heving » par valuc of $1.00 ench., The term for
which s2id corpor~tion was orgenized ond was to exist was for 40
yerrs, This Comprny filed on 15,000 miner's inchcs of water to be
trken from the Enst Roscbud River about 2% miles north of the San
Ford Bridge, which is about 3 miles south of the Hoscoe Fost Cffice.
The purpcsc w's for domestic mechanicel, irrigoticn, etec, These
rights werc loter transferred to the district.

The Red Lodge-Roscbud Irrignticn District wrs incorporated hug.
10, 1920, and divided into 3 divisions. The court ordered, adjudged,
and decrecd that the following named perscns be ond are hereby ap-
pointed commissioncrs: for District Onc - John A, Fivelend; Dis-
trict Two - Harry Edwards; and John J. Hesh for District Threc.
Louis J. Hyem of Luther wrs scerctery. Plans vere then made to
eonstruct 154 miles of additionnl ditch and lnaterals at a cost of
sbout ¥45 per acre for the lands in the district.

On kay 22, 1922, the Public Service Comrission of the State of
Liontana madc a final report eprroving the plan of reclamation of
the distriet, Stock to the v-~lue of #418,000 was to be issued and
sold for the purpose of providing funds for the nceessary irriga-
tion crnals end works, including drainage eond acqui®ing property
rights, etc. Therc were 418 bonds of a value of 51,000 each. The
first 20 were to mature Janurry 1, 1929, and thercafter 20 would
maturc on January 1 of each year until the last yoor, 38 bonds would
maturc on the lest year, thot being on Jonuary 1, 1949. Bonds were
to bear interest ot a rote of 6% rer annum from date thercof until
paid.

The mein eonal from its source to Butcher Crecek is about 12
miles long, From the E~st Rosebud River to Red Lodge Creek there
are about 20 miles of eonal. Laterals I and b are about 10 miles
long, and laterals S and O ~re zbout 8 miles lcng with about 20
miles of miscellancous laterals., The headgate is in need of
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repelr, as pert of the spillway and apron are gone, There is one
tunncl ebout 100" long that is in feir condition. This tumel is
thru ~ limestone formatlon and has to be cleaned every ycar or so
when it is in operation. Along the upper part of the canal the
district bas some trouble with spring run-offs, causing slides.

Siphon number one, over Cottomwood Creek, is a wood stave si-
phon about 1,300' long, being 5' in diametcr. This siphon went out
in the srring of 1941, and since it controls most of the water for
the distriet, there has been no irrigetion since that time. The
only irrigation that could be done in the prescnt state is thru lat-
crels K and I which divert above the sirhon. # concrete flume that
crosscs st Butcher Creck needs a now floor, but could be used in
its present condition., This flume is nbout 50' by 12!,

Siphon numher two, which cresses the main Butcher Creck, is
sbout 1,500' long and 5' in diametor, and is in nced of repair,
This siphon nceds about 80' of new wood staves end ncew pillars,
which avcrage from 2 to 6' in length and number 120, These pillars
arc mede of jeck pine logs. About a quarter of a milc below siphon
number two, the main conzl crosses a spring which causes the ditch
to fill with silt. This portion of the ditch neceds repair and a
drainage ripe to handle the spring water. About helf a mile from
sirhon number two is the Dell Cut which passes thru the Dell Ranch.,
ot this point the ditch silts in badly, cecused by erosion from near
by stecp hills. The district also has to meintain flumes for two
privete ditches in the Dell Cut.

Siphon number threc, over Volncey Creck, is 3' in diambter and
is ebout 2,000! long. This siphon necds about 6C0' of new staves,
For rbout 2 niles below this sirhon the ditch is on a slow grade
and is badly silted. Fast this point water is spilled irnto Red
Lodge Creck to supply uscrs who t ke water ocut of thot creek,
hAcross Rad Lodge Creck therc is a stecl flume about 5! in diameter
and 36' long, This flume carricd water to 4 users across Red Lodge
Creek, but is now nbandoned and has been plowsed up in places. This
erce has a potential acrcege of 2,800 acres which would require the
construction of & ncw ditch,

On Lateral Kk, therc is one drop of 300! into Cottorwood Guich.,
The stilling box ot thc end of the drop is gonc and wuld have to
be rcbuilt before it could be used., Water is dropped into Cotton-
wood Gulch, and after flowing down the gulch for sbout 1 mile is
picked up again. This lateral is silted badly. There is also a
flume on lateral K sbout 280' long of all meterl construction.
There is also a short drop into Dry Velney Creck, Vster from this
drop is picked up by faorms down the creek, From leteral K at Dry
Volney Crock, woter is diverted into Lateral L and K-11 south.
Latoral L is about 6 miles long, ~nd K-11i south cbout 5 miles long.
Ditches have 2 L' bottom, On K-1l south there is & metal flumc
about 200' long, across Dry Volney Creek, that nceds repair,
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Drop number two into Butcher Creck: This dror is nbcut 250!
long and is constructed of rock and concrete. +the stilling box at
the bottem of the drop necds repair, ‘'ater is trken from stilling
bex by monns of a flume 5' ocross the top and 36' long across But-
cher Creck, Some water is spilled into Butcher Creck for uscrs
down the crecek.

Lateral O starts ot the mouth of Dell Cut and is asbout 2 miles
long. It is in gocd condition and has = drop of 100' into a tribu-
tery of Volney Creek, An cxtension of lateral O has 5 uscrs and is
about 12 miles long. This laternl has one metol flume to maintain
grzde across 2 saddlc which is of metal construction. This flume
is cbout 5' in dizmeter, 12' high and 150' long. The flume needs
rcreir and the lateral needs cleaning.

Loteral © is an 8' on the bottom ditch, and is in good condi-
ticrne It hes one metal flume across a seddle in a ridge 297! long
and 5' in diamcter. The flume nceds repair and new pillars. This
lateral has another flume across a seddle of about the samc size
that is in frir condition. .

The district is located rbout 6 milesncrthwest of Hed Lodge,
which is the pfincipal shipping point. The nltitude is about 5100
fect. The tovogrophy is rough and rolling, moking irrigation very
difficult in meny places. The average growing season is sbout 89
days. Killing frosts may be expected about June 8 in the spring,
and about Scptember 5 in the fall, The soil is a derk loam ond is
very productive., Becnuse of the topography of the arca, drainage
hes not been a problem. Only about 1,000 acres of the original
projeet werc ever irrigoted in any one yewr. Flans werc made to
refinance the district, amd rcduce the irrignble acrerge to 5,500
acres, and to have the bondholders write off 2 sufficient amcunt to
make payment of the rcfunding bonds commensurste with the income
producing productiveness ¢f the land., Thes: plans never materialized.

Following arc the views of lr, llocd, of the lew firm of Wood and
Cock of Billings, who represents 75% of the bondholders., "The
bonds are o general obligation bond and are a lien on the land in
the district. The bends were bought in good faith and sold in good
feith., These bonds were sold all over the country, not only to
land-cwners. Good cnginecrs werc employed on the project. The
land in the district is not of sufficicnt productivity to pay off
bond leviess In 1937 the bendholders tried to file bankruptey and
scttle for 25¢ on the dollar, but to no avail."

These arc the vicws of Robert C. Stong, a lawyer in Billings,
and former judge who adjudicated water in Carbon County: "The dis-
trick was licked frem the start, as the amount of money borrowed
and asscssments to be made were more than the 1lznd could stand,
Pcople in the arca have no interest in theproject. I think it
would be better to let the aree go back to dry land as the soils
with short growing sensen are not productive enough to support a
project of this kind,"
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Alex Boggio, one of the cormissi.ners for the district, be~
licves the »roject should be cut down in size and canals put in
crder as they need the wator as an insurance against dry years,

hs the district boundory now stdnds, therc arc 8,&80;27 acres
clossified as irrigcoble, This informetion is from county, district
end individual farm rccords,.

This district is leertzd in Carbon County and lies rbout 6
miles northwest of Boed Lodge, the county sezt. 4 branch lime of
the Northern Feeifie Railway connects Rod Lodge with the main line
at Laurcl, Surfeccd hishways mekc this district readily nccessible
by auto, Billlings is only 50 miles distenpt,

Rivervicw Ditch Conreny

The Rivervicw project is located 14 milcs south of Belfry, on
the enst side of the Clarks Fork River. Vater is trken by grovity
in the NEASEINEI of Scetion 4, township 9 south, range 22 erst,

Yhrt is now knovm os the Riverviecw Ditch Compony was first or-
ganized by C. He Williams, John Kinnick, Willirm Smith and G. B.
Vhittington, On wrrchil, 1896, they filcd and appropricted €00
inches of water to be taken by gravity from the Clarks Fork River.
Tater was to be taken at a point at thehead of an islend loc-tcd in
the N3NEZ of Section 4, Townshiy 9 Scuth, Range 22 East, on the
cost bank, The purjosc was for irrigition, domestic and agricul-
turrl uses., The system was described as a ditch 72" by 12" in size
which carrics 800 inchcs of weter, The ditch was to extend from
the point of diversicn tc the northeast corner of Seetion 23, the
NiSUE, SEIN, SVANEX, NANWE of Section 27, the B3SE} of Sceticn
22, the WisWi, NEZSWE:, and the WANEZ in Section 23, all in Township
8 south, Krnge 22 East.

The main cenal is cbout 3 miles leong and has an cstimated capa-
city of 1,000 inches. The Riverview Ditch Company was organized
hug, 21, 1943, to succeod the Riverview Cannl Compeny, which weos
orgenized in 1896, All watepkights of the Riverview Canal Compeny
were transferred to the Rivervicw Ditch Company. The Company was
incorporated with a enpital stock of 1,000 shares of a par value of
210 each, or #10,000, All shares arc issued. The Company has no
indebtedness. There are 6 water uscrs on the project.

Agriculture is highly developced and the system of farming is
well cstablished, Beans, whaat, oats, sugar beets, corn and pota-
toes are the lending cash erops, sAlfalfs is raiscd cn 21l forms
and is uscd for winter feeding of cattle and shecp. Scme livestock
is kept cn all frrms,

At the present time thc ditch needs clenning, The Company

" plans to ccnstruct a new wing dam in the fall of 1944 to insure
amplc water for irrlgation,
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In 1943 there were 756.00 acrcs cf irrigated land under the
systcm, with a potentinl acreage of 140,00 scres under cxisting
works, or a maximum irrigeble acrcage of 896,00 acrcs. The project
is not trocubled with secpage,

Rock Creeck-Clear Creck Ditch Compeny

thet is now kncwn as the Rock Creek-Clear Creek Ditch Company
was first organized »s the Recky Fork and Alkeli Ditch Company,
This Comrany ~ppropriated 5,000 inches of water from Rocky Fork
Creck on Oetober 3, 1892, (Rccky Ferk Creek now callcd Rock Creek).
The Notice of ippropriation was filed on October 8, 1892, in Fark
County, The point of diversion wns rbout 4Q rods scuth of the
north line of Sceticn 9, Township 8 Scuth, Range 20 Zast, on the
czst bank of the stream ncw cnlled Rock Creek. The purpose was for
irrigrticn, The system wes deseribed ns & ditch 120" wide by 4OM
decr, whieh cerrics 5,000 inches cf water, The description of in-
tended place of use was given ns lands lying betwecm Rocky Fork
Creck and Alkeli Creck, cspecially Scctions 1, 11, 12, 13, 14, 23
and 24 in 7 South, 20 East, and Seetisns 6, 7, 18, and 19 in Town-
ship 7 Scuth, Raonge 21 FEast, Notice of Anmpropriaticns is on file
in the Carben Crunty Cowrt House in Borck 2, Page 55, nof ‘ater Right
Records,

The Rocky Fork and alkeli Ditch wrs devcleoped by farmers who
cinstructed some of the ditch cach year and were issued stock in
payment for work, This plan did not rmve successful and was later
changcd, and the ditch was plrced cn a cash basis., In 1916 the
Compeny was incorporated fer 4O years os the Rock Creck-Clear Creck
Ditch Cempany. The Company was incorrcrated with 50 shares of stock
of a per wluc of 1,000 cach, or 450,000, All shares arc issued,
The cost of water jer irrigated sere avercges about 50¢; of this
arount SZ%J;S for operatirn and maintcnance ond 18% for debt and
service chdarpges. The cpernticn charges for the entirc systcem aver-
age sbout w1,500 a year., 4s of Jan, 6, 1944, the Ccmany had an
indcbtedness of wi,200,

The Rock Creck-Clenr Creck Ditch is the first system of zny im-
rortence to divert water from Reock Crecks The moin ernal system is
rbout 12 miles in length and has a caprcity of 5,500 inches. Water
is token by gravity in the NELSW, of Scetion 9, Township & South,
Range 20 Erst, from Rock Creck, From this roint it is carricd
about 3 miles to the tcp of the bench west ~f fed Lodse, The first
leteral is in the SWES'; of Section 26, Township 7 South, Range 20
East, which is siphoncd under the Woshoe-Bear Creck Read, About 3
mile east of this point another lateral cuts out and spills into a
coulee, then runs inte Becr Creck, which is used as a cancl to carry
water for the users in tio Bear Creek Bottom. The last ditch on
Berr Creck to use fock Cruck water is the Higham Ditch, which irri-
grtes the Higham land north and south of Belfry inthe Clarks Fork
Valley, In the SEISE} of Sccticn 26, Tewnship 7 South, Renge 20
Last, the Company has had tmouble with the diteh weshing a deer cut
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where the water is spilled ovor a2 hillside. This water then runs
tn the SUAStE of Section 24, where the Company hes o concrete divi-
ding box and the water is divided inte L ditches, Ditches frcm
this point spill into Nolton Creek, Dry Creck and Elbow Creck,
YVater is then picked up by varicus uscrs from these creeks which
are used as cancls. The 1ast ditch on Dry Creck, called . the Joe
Kuchinski Ditch, irrigntes land in Township 7 South, Range 22 Erst,
which is in the Clerks Fork Bosin, 3 mile north of the Claxks Fork
River, later is also supplicd to the Ecst Side Ditch Company, an
incorpcreted ditch with 5 users. This Company buys water from the
Rocle Creek-Clear. Creek Yitch Company, end thenissues stock te the
uscrs under its system.

The East Side Ditch Company was incorpcrated in 1925, for 4O
yeors, with a ceritnl stock of 8 shares of a par volue of $300 each
or 2,400, The point of diversicn is in the SEESUL of Seccticn 24,
Township 7 South, Range 20 East, where water is teken from the Rock
Creck-Clear Creck Pitch. The cost of water per irrignted ccre
averaged rbout w1,00, this amount being forbperati-n and meintenance,
The Com:zny has nc indebtedness. The cepacity of the Company's
ditch is cstimated tc be 800 inches end the ditch is approximetely
8 miles long. The supply is considered adcquate, The principal
crops rre clfalfa and small groeins. Some livestock is kept on most
of the frrms. The scil tyres arc o mixture of hervy gumbs, grovel
and sendy loam. The topogrephy veries from hills to river bottom
land,

Uiater is supplicd also to the O'Connor Ditch located 2long Dry
Creek and comprised of 4 users, and the Crow Ditch along Nolten
Crcck with 9 users. The O!'Connor, Ohic 0il Company and the Shupack
Rescrvoirs are olsc surilicd by the Rock Creck-Clear Creck Ditch
Company. &s rne fermer rut it: ‘"water is spread all over the
country from fed Ledge to Belfry". All users must have stock in
the Rock Creek-Clear Creck Ditch Company, which snly maintains its
original system, which hes about 12 miles of mein cenal including
beth forks. There are times ‘n the spring when the Rock Creck-
Clecr Creck Ditch on the beneh cest of Red Ledge, and with an 2lti-
tude 5f nerrly 6,000 fect, is full of snow and ice, deprriving the
water users along the Clarks Ferk in the Belfry arco, with an alti-
tude of 3,740 feot, of necded irrigation water, The frost-free
seascn ot Red Lodge overage 97 deys, while ot Bolfry the averesge is
sbout 122 deys.,

In 1943 there were 4,520,00 acres being irrigated under the Rock
Creck-Clecar Creek Ditch system, with a p-tential acrenge under ex-
isting works cf 1,542,00 ceres, or a meximum irrigrble acreage cof
6,062,00 acres, Ve found olso 89 acres of seeped land. These
figures include all laterel cr extensicn ditches,

The following decreed water rights were decreced to the Rocky
Ferk and Alkeli Ditch Company that is now known as the Rock Creck-
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Clear Creck Ditch Corpany:

2,36/ inches with a dote of pricrity as of Ut 3 1892

750  Ditto June 1, 1895
750 t June 1, 1896
1,135 " June 1, 1897

Rocky Point Diteh Company

The l-nd which is irrigrted by the Rocky Point Diteh Compeny is
loccted 2% miles scuth of Belfry cn the cast side of the Clarks
Fork River.

Tinter is tcken by grovity in the ST3STE of Sceticn 8, Township
9 South, Range 22 Enst., The main conal has an cstimeted capacity
of 900 inches and is sbout 5 miles long. The water sup;ly is con-
sidered adequate ot the scurce, but bocause of a slow ditch with
nct much fall, the water uscrs cleim they de not redeive the amcunt
of watcr they nced during the peck of the irrigrti n season.

~ Jomes Ingrem, L. H. Thods, Joseph Fishar, 4. Y. Chase, and N.B.
Ha1l associnted together and fomed what is now known as the Rucky
Peint Ditch Comrany, snd =n Nowv. 3, 1903, they arpropriated 1,500
inches of water from the Clarks Fork River. +thc Notice of Appro-
yristi-n wes filed Nov, 21, 1903. The point of diversinrn was abnut
300 feet southwest frcm the northwest cornerstone of Section 18,
Townshir 9 South, Range 22 Bast, ~n the east bank, The system wes
described as a ditch 96" wide by 18" doep, which carrics 1,500
inches of water. The land desceriptirn of intended place of use was
given as ranches in Township 8 South, Range 22 Bast. WNotice of Ap-
propriation is cn file in Bork 1, page 396, of Tater Right Location
Rccords in the Carbon County Court House, '

The Rocky Peint Ditch Comreny was incorporated Feb, 19, 1919,
with a capitcl stock of 896 shares of o per veluc of (25 cach, or
w22,400, 41l shares arc issued. 4s of Nov. 16, 1943, the Company
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hed an indebtedness of 760. 8ix formers own stode in the Company.

In 1943 there were 633.00 scrcs irrigated under the systern,
with a potential zererge undor existing works of 38.00 acres, or a
meximum irerigable cereage of 671 scres, The preject is net treuble
with secpoge.

Sord Creck Canal Comany
and
Fpemberg Ditch Company

The Sand Creck Canal Company rroject starts cbout 2 miles south
of Bridger, and extends tc & peint sbout 6 miles north cf Bridger,
on the west side cf the Clarks Fork River.
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Bridger, the principal shipning poin*, is served by the Northern
Pecific Railwey end U, S. Highwey No. 310, Billings, 45 miles dis-
tant, is the principal market and trading center. In Biliings is
loc-ted the factory of the Grest Western Suger Compaly, excellent
cresmeries and a good market for other farm produccs.

The Sand Creck Canal Company wos first incorporated as the Sand
Creek Ditch Compony, June kL, 1895, John Babcock, Jacob Stobaugh,
Jemes lattenbergcr, George H. Town and A. G. Duffield, trustess of
the Sand Creck Ditch Company, on June 3, 1895, appropriated 5,000
inches ~f water to be token by gravity from the Clarks Fork River
on the west bark. The Wotice of Appropristion was filed June A4,
1895, in Book 2, Page 101, of Veter Right Records in the Carbon
County Court House. The point of diwersion was civen as a point in
the NE} of Secticn &, Township 7 South, Renge 23 Zost, From this
point the canzl wos to run thru Soctions 5 and 4 in Township 7
South, Range 23 East; thonce thru Scetioms 33, 28, 21, 16 and € in
Township 6 South, Ronge 23 Erst. The purpose was for irrigetion,
mining, milling ond manufecturing. The systom was described as a
diteh 180" by 60" in size which carries 5,0C0 inches of water from
seid stream. The land description of intended place of use was
given s lancs owned by the incorportors of snid diteh in Township
6 South, Range 23 East.

On Jarurry 29, 1906, the Sand Creck Extcnsion Ditch Company ap-
propriated 2,500 inches of water from the Clarks Fork River, to be
carried thru the Sand Creek Canel Compeny ditch. The Notice of Ap-
propristion wos filed Februory 23, 1906, The purpese wrs for irri-
gotion, menufocturing and industriol uses, The system wes described
as cnlarging the cennl of the Sand Creck Ditch Compony to o width
of 16! on the bottom, 20! on top and 3! deep, and to usc said ditch
to Setnd Yreck vhere it terminates. From Send Creck on, tho ditch
wasfo be & wide on the bottom, 10' on the top, and 20 deep. The
ditch was to cxtend to a point about 1 milc northecst of Gebo where
said Send Creek Extension terminates.

In 1919 the Srnd Croek Extensicn Ditech Company went broke.

In October, 1920, the Sand Creck Ditch Compeny reincorpo rated
under the new name of the Send Croeek Canal Company vath a capital
stock of 300 shares, of & par velue of 480 each,or w40,000. In
Deccaber, 1920, the Compeony reincorporated with o cepitdl stock of
1,000 shores of a par velus of $80 cach, or 280,000, The Deccmber
incorporction was made in order to include the Fromberg Ditch Com-
pany, that was formerly known as the Sand Creck Extensicn Ditch
Company.

In1921 it wes incorpernted under thehew neame of Froriberg Ditch
Company with a capitnl stock of 25 0 shares of a parvealue of +6Q
each, or 15,000, The Company hes no indebtudness. Therc are ap-
proximately 100 acres wder this extension thet do mot receive a
full supply of water, This extension crmal is sbout 4 miles long.
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Water is supplied to 16 stockholders served by the Fromberg Ditch
Compony. The cost of wnter averages about 60¢ an acre. The totel
water cherge for users urder the Fromberg Ditch Company will aver-
age about #1.35 an acre, as the users must have an equal number of
shares in the ®and Creek Canal Company. Thet is, if o user hes 5
shares in the Fromberg Ditch Company, he clso must have 5 shares in
the Sand Creek Canal Company. These shares in the Sand Creek Canel
Company are cssessed the same as the shores held by usars who irri-
gate from, and are under, the Sand Creek Canal, which is on equal
assessment basis for the number of shares held. There are 90 water
users served by the Sand Creek, Fromberg Ditch systems, some of
which are small users in and around the town of Bridger. The prin-
cipal structurcs under the system are o spillway about one mile
from the headgate, o flume over a dry coulee, a spillwny at Sand
Creck and a spillway ot the end of the Fromberg Ditch which has
about 1,700 feet of concrete~lined ditch down o hillside,

Water is also supplied to the Farmers and Lynn Extension Dit-
ches. They arc not incorporated and only considered as lateral
ditches of the main system.

The topograrhy is gently sloping to level. Seepage has oc-
curred on parts of the project. At Bridger the average date for
the last killing frost is ley 19, and killing frosts can be ex~
pected on or after Scptember 17. The frost-free period averages
about 121 days. The avernge annual precipitation is 10.4 inehes,
The altitude at Bridger is 3,664 feet., Oper-tion and maintenance
charges average wisut 75¢ an acre. 4s of Jaauory 21, 1944, the
Company had no indubiadrness, The woter supply is considered ade-
anate. ‘

In 19.3 therc wors L,111,00 scres being irrigated under the
Sand Creok systen, it 507,00 ceres of potential land under exist-
ing woris, or & meximun ir-igeble acresge of 4,678.00 acres, of
whish 106,00 acres are =ecped lnnd, OF this amount there were
25708, 56 = s under the Sond (reck Canal; 1,181.,0C acres under the
Frombers; L.5%0 under the Lynn; and 80 ncrcs under the Feormers Ex-
tension, with 324,00 potordial acres under the Sand Creck Canal,
1?3 weres ander the Fromberg, and 50 acres under the Fermers Exten-
sion. :

Sparr Ditch

The area served by the Sparr Ditch is located about 5 miles
north of Red Lodge, the county seat of Carbon County., The point of
diversion is in the NE;NW# of Section 11, Township 7 South, Ronge
20 Bast, on the cast bank., The purpose wos for mining, milling and
irrigetion. The system wns deseribed as a headgrte and diteh 36"
wide on the bottom, €0" secross the top and 24" deep. The land de-
seriytion of place of intonded use was given as the NEANWZ of See~
tion 30, Township 6 South, Hrnge 20 Best, and SWiSW:, SEASE} of
Section 19, Township 6 South, Range 20 East.
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The Sparr Ditch was first started by Samuel F. Sparr. On July
2, 1894, he appropriated 1,000 inches of water from Rock Creck.
The Notice of Appropriation was filed July 16, 1894, in book 5,
page L96, of kiscellancous Records in the Park County Court House
in Livingston, Montana.

The Sparr Ditch is sbout 5% miles long and has onc f lume 7!
long over a private ditch. o reeords arc kept as to the cet of
water, as each user poys his portion of operction and maintenance
cost which is mostly worked out. The average volumc of water cn-
tering the main canal is about 850 miner's inches. Irrigation
water is delivered from May to Scptember and is me sured a8 it is
delivercd to cach irrigator.

Water is diverted by use of a small rock wing dem and a con=-
erete headgate of welr type construction, The formers value their
irrigetion works and equipment at 94,800 and their water rights at
$21,,870, The Sparr Ditch is an individual or partnership ditch and
is not incorporated.

Matt Mertills nlso uses the Sprrr Ditch to corry 145 inches of
weter with a priority as of July 2, 1895, to his farm. The suprly
for all the users under the Sparr Ditch is not adequate because it
is ruled by the priority of rights. Isaac Niemi, with the second
old=st water right on Rock Crcck, would alweys be sure of an ade-
quate supply, while the Alberi Brothers would only have water in
extremely wet yenrs, However, stored water moy be purchased from
the Rock Creek Viater Users' Associction.

The decrced water rights held by the farmers under this system
are as follows:

Decreed Owners Date of Priority Present Owners Inches
0. L. Hotchkiss June 10, 1888 Isaac Niemi 100
Samuel F. Sparr July 26, 1894 Samucl F. Sparr 150
Ben Greenough ilny 30, 1897 Jo E. Carroll 100

n n w80, 1897 Semucl F, Sparr 25
L. E, Lendrum July 2, 1895 T. N, Olgen 153
Caleb Torreyson July L, 21901 Alberi Brothers 140

In 19,3 there were 586,00 acres being irrigrted under the Sparr
Ditch, with a potentizl acrecage of 251 .00 acres under existing
works, or a maximum irrigrble acrenge of 837,00 acres,

State Woter Conservation Board

Description - This project, known as the "Rock Crcek Project" was
b1t and is owned by the State Vater Conservat ion Board. It con-
sists of two storage rescrvoirs, The larger, Cooncy Rescrvoir,
with a storage copacity of 27,515 ccre fect, is locrted on Red
Lodge Creel, sbout & miles west of Beyd. The other, Glacier Lake,
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with a storage capacity of 4,200 acre feet, is located at an eleva-
tion of nearly 10,000 feet, in the rough Beartooth Mountains, near
the source of Rock Creek, about 25 miles southwest of Red Lodge.
Plans and/or PWA allotment did not include construction of any
canals, The total 31,715 acre feet of storage is primarily for
supplemental irrigation of 40,000 zcres of land in Rock Creek Val-
ley, but will also furnish domestic water supply for severel small
towns. The Cooney Dem is a clay-gravel fill, having a total crest
length of 2,250' and top width of 25'., The front slope is 3:1 be-
low water line and 2:1 above water line. Downstream slope is 2:1,
Elevations are (approximate sea level datum): top of dam, 5,060!;
spillway crest 5,046'; natural creek bottom 4,963'; bottom depth of
cut-of f trench 4,949'; flow lire of outlet, 4,973.8'. From thesc
elevations the maximum height of dam above natural ereek bed is 97!
and above bottom of cut-off trench is 111!, The spillway cre¢st is
14" below the top of thedam. The dam contains approximately
1,362,000 cubic yamds of materials,

The outlet tunnel wns driven thru shale at the cast abutment,
and the spillway is at the west end of the dam. The concrete lined .
outlet tunnel is 6! in diameter inside und equipped with two gates
opercted through a concrcte tower from the top of the dam, The
operating gate is a Dow disc am pivot valve, while thc emergency
is a gate valvc. The spillway has a crest of 200' and is capable
of discharging a flood of 8,000 second fect with a freeboard of 10!,

The flooded area of Cooney Reserwvoir at the elevation of spill-
way crest covers 796 acres; with 4! of flashboards, (the c¢levation
necessary to obtain 27,515 acre feet of required storage), the
flooded area covers 862 acres, while at the clevation of top of
dam, 1025.5 acres arc within the site. The total arca purchased
for the Cooney Reservoir site, including borrow pits, was 1852,87
acres., Suiteble material for constructing the dem could not be
found in thick deposits which made it necessery to buy a large area
for borrow pits in order to get enough accepteble material,

Glacier Lake Dam is 2 loosc, rock fill with hand-placed graited
paving on the upstream side and frced with a reinforced conercte
slab, varying in thickness from 6" at the top to 12" at the bottom,
The dem has 2 crest length cf 675' and top width of 10', The front
slope is 1:1 and the back slope 13:1, Elevations-are: top of dem
9,€17'; spillway crest 9,812!'; naturel creek bottom 9,765'; flow
line of outlet 9,780'; natural loke surfoce 9,784, From these
elevations the maximum hcight of dam above natursl creek bed is
52', and freeboard of 5', Flow line of thc outlet is 2! below the
natural lake surfoce. The dwm contains approximately 8,400 cubic
yards of materizl.

The outlet tunnel was driven thru solid rock at the north ebut-
ment and the spillway was cut thru a solid rock ledge protruding up
through the dam about midway betweecn the two abutmonts. The outlet
tunnel is 4' x 4', unlined, and equipped with a sliding sluice gate
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operated through a tower from the top of the dam. The spillway hcs
o crest length of 90! and is capable of discharging a flood of 2000
second feet. The flooded area of the reservoir at spillway crest
cofers 160,32 acres, No right-of-way hed to be purchased as the
areca is located in the U. S, Forest Reserve,

Construction of this dom was spectacular in thot 211 equipment
and materinls hed to be trensported to the damsite by a suspended
cable, which wns about 3,500' long and clevnted equipment to the
top of ¢ rock ledge 2,0C0' above,

Cansls ~ In addition to funds received from PWA for construction of
reservoirs only, the Board, by cooperating with the WPA built the
following two crnnls to serve the project:

1 - Finn Ditch, to scrve water users.

2 - Point of Rocks Canal, which coarrics 50 second feet from
Rock Creck to Red Lodge Creek, to insure full storage
water in the Cooney Reservoir.

The Board also made surveys of the following canals, (not built)

1 - Stenley Ditch, to diwvert 3,500 acre feet by the construc-
tion of a 65 second foot canal.

2 - Cottonwocd Canal, having a capacity of 128 second feet to
supply odditional water to Cooney Reservoir from Cotton-
wood Creek.

3 - Taylor Ditch, having a cepacity of 200 second fect to
supply Cooncy Rescrvoir from Rocls €reek to Willow Creck.

L, - Whitc Horse Bench Canal, to serve 8,000 acres of land
on the bench.

5 - Elbow Ditch, to serve additional land on the east bench
below Red Lodge.

History - The Rock Creck Water Users! Association was incorporanted
under Ehc laws of Montana on June 27, 1935. Water purchase con-
tracts in the amount of 31,584 acre feet were secured and approved
by said Association on Jenuary 27, 1936, and aprroved by the State
Vater Conservetion Board on June 29, 1936, immedintely following
aprroval by the Finance Division of the WA, The bond transcript
was completcd and approved by P'A, ard the bonds sold to the Fed-
eral Government on July 7, 1936.

Bids for the construction of Cocney Dam and appurtenances were
received on June 15, 1935; the low bidder wes the Utah Construction
Company. The contract was executed by the Board znd the Company on
August 14, 1935. Construction work was started August 27, 1935,
and completcd September 21, 1936,

Bids for the construction of Glacier Lake Dam were received on

Septenber 27, 1935; the low bidder was S. J. Groves ond Son. The
Board awarded the contract on the same daoy to said Company, which
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wes aprroved by WA on January 22, 1936. Construction work was
completed December 2, 1937, ;

Bonds and Finances - To secure furds to construct the project, the
Board issucd its water comservation revenue bords, Serics "A", in
the amount of '.5535,000, dated'August 15, 1935, securcd by o trust
indenturc of the seme dote, cxecuted by the Board and the Mont ona
National Bank of Billings, Montrna, as trustee, whercin the reve-
nues of the project were pledged for the payment of the interest on
and the principal of the bonds, Thesc bonds besr intcrest ot the
retc of A% per annum, payeble February 15 of each yerr, commencing
with the year 1936, with first bond prineipal in the amount of
%3,000 duc’ February 15, 193 9, and increasing annual payments to the
sum of $27,000 duve February 15, 1975.

The sceurity menticned consists of = water marketing contract
between the Bonrd and the Water Users' Association, amd water pur-
chase contrr.cts cntered into between each individual water pur-
choser, the Agsocintion and the Board, The original list comprised
432 water purchnse contrects, totaling 31,584 acre feet of water at
$1.0C per acre foot, per yeor, commencing with the year 1937 and
cnding with the year 1975. The total sum due under these contracts
is sufficient to pay all interest and bonds, and rrovide an approxi-
mate 30% rescrve,

Vest Fork Irrigsation Company

This project is located about 2 miles northwest of Red Lodge,
the prinecipal shipping point and trade center.

The “.est Fork Ditch Compeny was first orsnnized 1893. On Jan.
3 the Company appropriated 2,000 inches of weter to be token by
gravity from the wiest Fork of Rock Creek on the north bank. The
point of diversion is between the hendgates of the licDonald and
Meryott ditches and is located in the SE} of Sccticn 6, Township 8
South, Range 20 Z~st, The Notice of Aprropriation wes filed Jen.
13,1893, William N, Hunter, Anthony Chaffin and Prestey C, Hicok,
as trustees for the Company, mde the filing, The filing also con-
taincd a note, soying thot weter wes first appropriated and used
October 7, 1890, The rurpcse was for irrigeticn. The system was
described as a ditch 24" by 72" in size,or designed to carry 2000
inches of wnter. The land deseription of intended place of use was
given as lands in Sections 28, 29, 19,20, 21, 17, 18, and 16 and
adjeining lands all in Township 7 South, Ronge 20 Enst, The "Notice
of Awropriation wes filed in bock 1, poge 451, of Water Right Re-
cords in the Iark County Court House, It waos later transferred to
the Carben County records and cen be found in book Ly ‘poge 585 of
Water Right Rccords in Red Lodge. :

On June 1, 1917, the Company re-inco rporated under the name of
the lest Fork Irrigrtion Company for 4O yer. rs, with a capitcl stock
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of 1,520 shares of a par value of $10 each, or $15,200, The Com-
pany has no indebtedness. VWater assessments averoge about 20;5 an
acre, which is for operation and meintenance charges. The copacity
of the main cennl is estimoted to be 1,520 miner's inches. The
Company does not supply weater to any othar source, Ihere arc 13
stoc kholders served by the Company.

The modn crnol is about 7 miles long. From the point of diver=-
sion it runs northesst for about 2 miles and then northwest for
sbout 5 miles. The entire crnal follows along the foothills at the
bose of the Deartooth Mountains, where the soil is very grovelly,
ceusing much water to be lost thru absorption cnd leakage. When
the scoson is dry the weber supply is cut about one-third because
of the older water rights on the West Fork of Rock Creelk .

The following waterrights were decreed to the West Fork Ditch
Company, August 21, 1903, Oase Noe 275t

600 inchos with a date of priority as of June 25, 1893
1 e MR | Ditto Junc 30, 189,
Lo M n July 15, 1902

In 1943 there were 1,386 acres being irrigated, with » poton-
tisl ccrecge under existing works of 473.00 acrus, or o meximum
irrigeble acreage of 1,859,00 acres. Ttere is some secpage on the
project,

White Horse Canal Company

What is now known as the White Horse Canal Company was first
organized as the White Horse Ditch Company end wes constructed by
a group of farmers who went broke in their endeaver., liater at
first wns token from Rock Creck, but becouse of o water shortoge
in Rock Creck the Compeny extended the ditch-to the Clarks Fork
River and diverted water from it. On June 9, 1906, the White Horse
Ditch Company aprropriated 2,500 miner's inches of water to be
token from the Clarks Fork River at a point 1,642 feet from the
southwest cornerof Section 1, Township 4 South, Renge 23 Znst, on
the west bank. The Notice of Aprropriation was filed June 1R, 1906,
in book 1, page 301 of Miscellaneous Records in the Yellowstone
County Court Housc in Billings, licntana, This nctice is also on
file in Book 1, page 434, of Water Right Reeords in tho Carben
County Court House in Red Lodge. The purpose was to be for power,
transportation, manufacturing and irrigation; colso, to lease ond
sell surplus water not used by the stockholders. The system was
described as a ditch 84" on the bottom by 30" decp. The land de-
seription of intended place of usc was given as lands of stock-
holders lying between the Clarks Fork and Yel lowstone Rivers.

In 1931 the White Horse Cenal Company was orgenized, This Com-
pany took over dll of the water rights of the White Horse Ditch
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Company and the land it served. The Company was incorpornted with
a capitsl stock of 100 shares of a par value of $1,000 each or
$100,000, The incorpornticn was for 40 yeors. The stock is di-
vided as follows: J. W, Chapman Incornrorated 997 sheres; Alpha
Champan 1 sherc; V7, E, Ogden 1 share; ond Mory C, Williams one
shaore,

Together they formed the Inter-County Land Cempany. The land
under the White Horse Canal was owned by J. W. Chepman Incorporated
whe had 140 acres, and the Inter-County Land Cempony who had 730
acres, The White Horse Cancl was owned and operated by the Inter-
County Lrnd Company; it is 10' wide on the bottom, 4' deep and is
about 15 miles long., On December 28, 1942, the Inter-County Land
Company wes dissolved ard all rights and lend cwned by that Company
were token over by J. W. Chapmen Incorporated, This land is sub-
divided in form units, ond is enly rented on a share-crepper basis,
and is not sold,

The project is located cn a bench between the Clarks Fork and
Yellowstone Rivers akout 5 miles south of Laurel, The altitude is
about 3,400 fect, The leading crops cre sugor beets, beans, small
greins and clfalfs, Some livestock is kept on most farms. The
topogrephy is bench land with a slope tawards the Clarks Ferk Riwer,
The soils are of a secndy loam nature and the water supply is con-
sidered adequatc. The cost of wter per irrigrted ccre aversnges
about $2.00 an acre. This cest is for cpernticn and maintenance.
The Cempany has nc indebtedness, The main structurcs in this sys-
temn are 12 form bridges, 11 flumes, 3 siphons and 7 waste gates.
Water is token by grivity from the Clarks Fork River in thc SEZSUi
of Section 1, Township 4 South, Renge 23 Bast. From this point it
runs northecast until it crosses the Smith-Hughes Ditch in the S/
NEZ of Section 1, then northwest to where it is siphoned reross
Rock Creck in the NEXN/: of Sccticn 1. From this point it follows
a northerly direction to the MW} of Sectiocn 28, Township 2 South,
Range 24 East, in Yellowstone County where the ditch terminates.,
The system is not used for irrigation until it rcaches Section 1,
Township 3 South, Range 23 East, o distance of gbout 7 miles,

In 1943 there were 542.80 ccres being irrigated under this sys-
tem, with a potential acrecge under existing works cf 319,00 zcres
or a maximum irrigeble acrecge of 861.80 acres,

¥Wills Canal Ccmpeny

The land controlled by the Wills Canal Company is located about
7 miles scuth of Belfry, cn the cast side of the Clarks Fork River.

Vater is token by gravity in the SEENE} of Seeticn 31, Township
9 Scuth, fange 22 Erst, cn the north side cf the Claxks Fork River,
Frem this peint the canel follows the river for about 3/4 of 2
mile; it thcen flumes across the Clarks Foerk River. From this point
the main cenal runs northeast for about 4% miles,
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According to J. R. Daughterty, Secretary for the Wills Canal
Corpaony, frem its bcginning, 'r. Irvin H, Will, in thc year
1891, =1 rorrl ted 2,000 miner's inches of watcr from the Cloyks
Fork RlVLI‘. e are urmblf“ to find any record of this filing in
the Vater Right Records in the Carbon County Court House in Hed
Lodbu. «~s the first courthousc and fixtures werc destroyed by fire
in 1899, therc is a possibility that this record may have been de-
stroycd. The canal was constructed b a2 group of homesteaders,
each trking credit in stock for the I:".-".fl, team hours, material and
money they invested until they were all being supplied with water.

On lovember 8, 1900, these men, known as Irvin H, Will, Roscoe
Daugherty, John F Allcn, Ch,rles B. iioore, Arthur Bc.rnes, P, W,
Livingston, Dave Lindsey, V/. P, Lowe, G. P, lliles and S. D, Vilkin-
son, associasted together and formed the Wills Canzl Company. It
was incorperated for 4O yeors with a capital stock of 120 shares of
a par valuc of w25 cach or ¢3,000. On December 28, 1911, the Com-
pany incrensed its capital stock to 25,000 shares nf par velue of
w1400 cach or +25,000, On Uctober 27, 1944, the Company wes re-
incorrorated for LO years for the same amount, The cost of water
aversges about w1,00 per irrigated acre. 11 water users are scrved
by this sytem. hs of November 1, 1944, the Company had no indebt-
edness,

The topography is favorable for irri grtipn with the land slop-
-ing north and ¢nst. The solls are o sandy loam which is character-
istic for river bottoms in this part of the state. The water sup-
ply camot be considercd sufficient,for when the Clarks Fork River
is low rbout 10% of the land does not receive an ndequate supply of
water.,

The headgate and canal are in good condition and are capablc of
carrying sufficicnt water for the land. The estimnted capacity of
the canzl is 2,000 miner's inches,

In 1943 there werc 1,139.00 acres being irmrigated under this
system, with a potential acrerge of 85.00 acres under existing
works, or a maximum irrigable acreage of 1,224.00 acrcs, The pro-
Ject is not troubled with seepage.

Youst Ditch Company

The Youst Ditch Company project is located immediately cast of
Belfry, on the west 51de of the Clarks Fork River. Water is taken
by gravity in the NEZSEL of Scction 22, Townshlp 8 South, Range 22
East. The point of diversion was -wbout 2% niles above tho conflu-
ence of Bear Creck on the west bank,

The land deseription of intended place of use was given as

lands lying on the left sidc of the Clarks Fork River facing down-
stream, end extendins from a point belww the mouth of Bear Creck
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about one mile to a point on the Clarks Fork River about 2 miles
above the mouth of Bear Creek, and extending in width abow one
mile from the soid left bank of said river,

Robert Ruay and Gilford E. Youst on February 3, 1894, cppro-
priated 1,00C miner's inches of water to be taken by gravity from
the Clarks Fork River. Tle Notice of Appropristion w-s filed Feb,
7, 1894, ond is on record in book 1, page 561, of Vater Right Loca~
tions in the Carbon County Court House.

In 1912 the Company was incorporcted for 40 years with a capi-
tal stock of 1,000 shares of a par wlue of $20 each or $20,000,
The purpose for securing the water was stated to be for irrigstion
and domestic usecs,

The system was described as a ditch 60" wide on the bottom, 75
to 150" across the top, and 16" decp. The main conal is about 3
miles long,

There are 8 stockholders served by this system. The Company
has no indebtedness, The annual charges will average 50¢ and is
used for the opcration and mnintenance of the systcm each yeor,

The climate is suitoble for the growing of most crops found in
the Northwest, The nearcst town is Belfry, with an altitude of
3,740 feet above sca level,

The water supply is considered adequate for the erops grown in
this arca, The soils are a sandy loam and respond quickly to the
arplicntion of water. The topography is rolling with a gentle
slope towards the Clerks Fork River,

In 1943 there were 677.00 ncres irrigsted under the Youst Ditch
with o potential acrcage under existing works of 128,00 aecrcs, or a
maximum irrigable acrenge of 805,00 acres. The project is not
troubled with scepage.




