
Missoula County
Consultation Coordination 

Officer Meeting

November 6, 2025



Agenda
• Welcome & Introductions

• Flood Risk through Mapping

• County mapping history

• Project background

• Changes from draft to preliminary

• Preliminary Study and Maps
• Changes since last FIRM

• National Flood Insurance Program

• Next Steps
• Prepare for appeal period



Identifying Risk through Mapping



Flood Insurance Rate Maps
Floodplain Maps = Flood 

Insurance Rate Maps (FIRMs)

Used for various purposes
• Local floodplain regulations
• Local planning (growth and 

development)
• Emergency Managers
• Sanitarians
• Mortgage companies
• Flood Insurance Premiums

Need updating
• New data available
• Change in the area



Missoula County Floodplain Maps
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Missoula County Floodplain Maps



Project Background
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Changes from Draft to Prelim
• Draft data

• Initial results of the flood study
• Before in depth review by FEMA
• We the state share those early results

• FEMA issues Preliminary Maps 

• There have been changes from Draft to 
Preliminary 
• Changes happed to comply with FEMA 

standards and guidance

• All changes were captured and provided to 
the county 



Preliminary FIRMs and FIS



Preliminary FIRMs and FIS

Preliminary Flood Insurance Rate Maps and 
Flood Insurance Study:

Represent study results:

 1% annual chance (100-year) Floodplain

Floodway (within 100-year floodplain)

0.2% annual chance (500-year) Floodplain

Flood Elevations (Base Flood Elevations)

Basis for 90-day Appeal & Comment Period



Preliminary FIRMs and FIS



Changes from last FIRM



90 Day Appeal & Comment Period

• 6-9 months from now 
• Must follow county public 

comment processes.

• DNRC has templates that we will 
provide once we know the dates.

• We post all appeal information on 
the project website. 



Participating Communities – 

National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP)
• The NFIP is a mutual agreement between the community and the federal 

government. The goal is to reduce flood losses and damages by reducing flood risk.

• Participating communities must adopt, meet, and enforce the minimum floodplain 
management regulations (ordinance) that guide development in mapped flood 
hazard areas.  

• Property owners and renters  in NFIP participating communities are eligible to 
purchase federal (NFIP-backed) flood insurance for buildings and contents. 

 

   * To qualify for certain types of disaster assistance and mitigation funding, 
       NFIP participation may be required. 

To learn more, go to FEMA’s Flood Smart website 
www.floodsmart.gov 

http://www.floodsmart.gov/


Flood Insurance

Flood insurance is mandatory for buildings with 
a federally backed loan in a high-risk flood zone.

Flood insurance is not mandatory in a lower risk 
zone but is highly recommended. Lenders can 
always require insurance in any zone.

Flood insurance is a tool that can be used to 
manage flood risk and is an important form of 
economic protection against flooding.





Non Participating Communities – 

National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP)

A community is subject to 
sanction if they:   

• Do not adopt the new 
maps before the maps 
going effective

• have withdrawn from 
the NFIP program,

• or are suspended for 
failure to enforce 
floodplain regulations. 

Source:
https://www.fema.gov/flood-insurance/work-with-nfip/community-status-book/public-notification

Sanctions may impact: 

❑ Flood insurance - not be sold to property owners or renters.  

❑ Existing flood insurance policies - will not be renewed.

❑ Federal development grants or loans administered by 
federal agencies may not be issued (ie. Veteran’s, rural 
development, FHA, HUD loans, etc.)

❑ Federal disaster assistance may not be provided to repair 
insurable buildings in hazard areas due to flood damage. 

❑ No federal mortgage insurance or loan guarantees may be 
provided. 

❑ Property not eligible for federal disaster relief - banks and 
credit unions are required to notify loan applicants of the 
flood hazard and that disaster assistance is not available. 

https://www.fema.gov/flood-insurance/work-with-nfip/community-status-book/public-notification
https://www.fema.gov/flood-insurance/work-with-nfip/community-status-book/public-notification
https://www.fema.gov/flood-insurance/work-with-nfip/community-status-book/public-notification
https://www.fema.gov/flood-insurance/work-with-nfip/community-status-book/public-notification
https://www.fema.gov/flood-insurance/work-with-nfip/community-status-book/public-notification
https://www.fema.gov/flood-insurance/work-with-nfip/community-status-book/public-notification
https://www.fema.gov/flood-insurance/work-with-nfip/community-status-book/public-notification
https://www.fema.gov/flood-insurance/work-with-nfip/community-status-book/public-notification
https://www.fema.gov/flood-insurance/work-with-nfip/community-status-book/public-notification
https://www.fema.gov/flood-insurance/work-with-nfip/community-status-book/public-notification
https://www.fema.gov/flood-insurance/work-with-nfip/community-status-book/public-notification
https://www.fema.gov/flood-insurance/work-with-nfip/community-status-book/public-notification
https://www.fema.gov/flood-insurance/work-with-nfip/community-status-book/public-notification


Timeline



Project website

• https://dnrc.mt.gov/Water-Resources/Floodplains/Floodplain-
Mapping-Updates/Missoula-Granite-Floodplain-Maps-Updates



DNRC flood hazard viewer

https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/0ed7617909624f929db01c6b99798fd3/page/Map-Viewer-Page/


Thank you
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