
Three Forks
Consultation Coordination 

Officer Meeting
October 1, 2025



Agenda
• Welcome & Introductions

• Meeting Overview
• Review of Preliminary Maps

• Changes from draft maps to preliminary maps
• Review of Summary of Map Actions list

• Review of FIS
• Comments made by county

• Incorporation into study
• Flood study data
• Affected landowners

• notification
• Review timeline and processes

• Appeal period
• Inclusion into mitigation planning

• Discussion

• Next Steps
• Prepare for appeal period
• Notification to affected landowners
• DNRC provides templates to use for appeal period



Effective Jefferson and Madison River Maps
1975 Flood Hazard Boundary Maps (by HUD)
1980 – Initial study conducted FEMA FIRMs issued
2004- Small detailed study conducted
2011- Study from 2004 included in 
 Gallatin County digitization 

1975

1980

Current 2011 



Flood Study



Identifying Risk through Mapping
Floodplain Maps 
Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRMs)

Used for various purposes
• Local floodplain regulations
• Mortgage companies
• Flood insurance premiums
• Local emergency planning

Need periodic updating
• New data available
• Change in the area



Flood Zones
High-risk area
(1%-Chance Floodplain, 100-Year Floodplain)

• Floodway
• Flood Fringe 

Flood 
fringe

Flood  
way

Flood 
fringe

Moderate-risk area
0.2%-Chance Floodplain,

500-Year Floodplain Low-risk area



Preliminary FIRMs and FIS



Preliminary FIRMs and FIS

Preliminary Flood Insurance Rate Maps 
and Flood Insurance Study:
Represent study results:
  - 100-year Floodplain (1% annual chance) 
  - Floodway (within 100-year floodplain)

  - 500-year Floodplain (0.2% annual chance)

   - Flood Elevations (Base Flood Elevations)

Basis for 90-day Appeal & Comment 
Period



Preliminary FIRMs and FIS



Changes from Draft to Prelim



Landowner list
• Pulled from MT Cadastral
• Overlaid the floodplain layers to 

generate list
• Around 1015 parcels on the list

• Some are newly mapped into the 
floodplain

• Some were in the floodplain on the 
effective maps and are staying in the 
floodplain

• Duplicate property owners on the list but 
for individual parcels



Timeline



90 Day Appeal & Comment Period

• 6-9 months from now 
• Must follow city public comment 

processes.
• DNRC has templates that we will 

provide once we know the dates.
• We post all appeal information on 

the project website. 



Mitigation Planning
• Next plan update make sure to include:

• Include this study and future mapping projects.
• Include the HMA flood mitigation project



Project website

• https://dnrc.mt.gov/Water-Resources/Floodplains/Floodplain-
Mapping-Updates/Madison-Ruby-Jefferson-Watersheds-Flood-Maps-
Update



DNRC flood hazard viewer

https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/0ed7617909624f929db01c6b99798fd3/page/Map-Viewer-Page/


Discussion
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