
Gallatin County
Consultation Coordination 

Officer Meeting
October 1, 2025

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Welcome thank you for meeting with me today. 
Introduce myself and who I am. 

Move to next slide



Agenda
• Welcome & Introductions

• Meeting Overview 
• Review of Preliminary Maps 

• Changes from draft maps to preliminary maps 
• Review of Summary of Map Actions list

• Review of FIS
• Comments made by county

• Incorporation into study
• Flood study data
• Affected landowners

• notification
• Review timeline and processes

• Appeal period 
• Inclusion into mitigation planning 

• Discussion

• Next Steps
• Prepare for appeal period
• Notification to affected landowners
• DNRC provides templates to use for appeal period 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here is our agenda today so let's start with some introductions if we could please.
Before we dig into the prelim maps, I want to just do a recap of what brought us together today.  



Effective Jefferson and Madison River Maps
Jefferson River
Study conducted in 1984
Digitized no new study conducted 

Madison River
Study conducted in 1984
Digitized no new study conducted

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
These are two of the effective maps for the Jefferson and Madison rivers in the county. The maps the county regulates to are based on study data gathered in late 70s early 80s. 
There is a part of the rivers through three forks that did get a study back in 2004. 

There have been a couple of updates since then in 2011 the maps countywide were digitized, floodplain extents were placed on newer imagery without a new study. Then the west gallatin and Bozeman creek was finalized in 2021. 
So that is what prompted this new study in coordination with the city, county, and FEMA. 



Flood Study

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In 2017 DNRC started a new project to update the flood studies and eventually the floodplain maps for the Jefferson and Madison Watersheds. The figure shows the areas that were restudied as a part of this project. 

Gallatin County and the City of Three Forks are a part of a much larger project for Jefferson, Madison, Broadwater. Madison and Jefferson Counties had outdated studies, or they didn’t have floodplain maps at all. To make sure that we provided the most accurate and correct information, a full analysis of the river systems was done. 

There was some delays for the Gallatin study data. Madison and Broadwater maps have already gone effective. Jefferson is just a bit ahead of you. 



Identifying Risk through Mapping
Floodplain Maps 
Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRMs)

Used for various purposes
• Local floodplain regulations
• Mortgage companies
• Flood insurance premiums
• Local emergency planning

Need periodic updating
• New data available
• Change in the area

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Floodplain maps help Identify Risk, and in turn it helps keep people and property out of harm’s way. This project has been a coordinated effort with the state, county, city and FEMA to identify and reduce flood risks. 

We don’t map every flood event , what goes on these maps is what we call the 100-year flood event. A better way to think of this is not in terms of years, it’s the flood event that has a 1% chance of occurring in any given year.   

Maps aren’t going to show every event perfectly, there might be localized conditions (i.e blocked culvert or debris) that cause water to behave differently in spots but by in large these maps should represent the area at risk of being flooded. 

Floodplain maps today are called Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRMs)  and they are for various purposes
the are used by the city for floodplain regulations. The city administers  the floodplain regulations in mapped areas as having a flood risk, in turn federally-backed flood insurance is available to city residents and property owners. 
 by mortgage companies to determine if a home or building they’re financing has a risk of being flooded
 used by insurance agents to determine flood insurance premiums, 
 used locally to inform emergency management and for planning purposes�
 So we recognize that these maps should accurately reflect the flooding risk, so maps may need periodic updating because there is better data is available  that can improve the accuracy or  if there’s been a lot of change in an area.




Flood Zones
High-risk area
(1%-Chance Floodplain, 100-Year Floodplain)

• Floodway
• Flood Fringe 

Flood 
fringe

Flood  
way

Flood 
fringe

Moderate-risk area
0.2%-Chance Floodplain,

500-Year Floodplain Low-risk area

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
I wanted to walk through the different flood zones and get a good understanding of the information before we look at the preliminary maps. 

So anywhere you see the blue is the 100-year floodplain this area falls under the city’s floodplain regulations and where if someone has a federally backed mortgage their lender will require them to purchase flood insurance.
Anywhere you see the red hatching is an area within the 100-year floodplain what is called the floodway, this is the area where we typically see the deepest and fastest moving water during that 100 year flood event because of that there is no new buildings allowed in the floodway. 

Any where you see the brown is also at risk of being flooded but it would take a much larger event called a 500-year flood event. 

Anything outside those areas is considered low risk but low risk doesn’t mean no risk. 






Preliminary FIRMs and FIS

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
These are the only FIRMs currently under preliminary. Sean has them with him.

These are the index panels to show the areas under prelim and to find the area someone is looking for easier. 





Preliminary FIRMs and FIS

Preliminary Flood Insurance Rate Maps 
and Flood Insurance Study:
Represent study results:
  - 100-year Floodplain (1% annual chance) 
  - Floodway (within 100-year floodplain)

  - 500-year Floodplain (0.2% annual chance)

   - Flood Elevations (Base Flood Elevations)

Basis for 90 Appeal & Comment Period



Preliminary FIRMs and FIS



Changes from Draft to Prelim



Comments submitted at prelim

• County submitted some comments to 
FEMA on study and maps. 

• Minor comments- will be included in the 
final effective

• Major comments that could change the 
maps will be reviewed 



Landowner list
• Pulled from MT Cadastral
• Overlaid the floodplain layers to 

generate list
• Around 420 parcels on the list

• Some are newly mapped into the 
floodplain

• Some were in the floodplain on the 
effective maps and are staying in the 
floodplain

• Duplicate property owners on the list but 
for individual parcels



Timeline



90 Day Appeal & Comment Period

• 6-9 months from now 
• Must follow county public 

comment processes.
• DNRC has templates that we will 

provide once we know the dates.
• We post all appeal information on 

the project website. 



Mitigation Planning
• Next county plan update make sure to 

include:
• Completion of the West Gallatin Bozeman Creek 

study
• Include this study and future mapping projects.
• Include the Three Forks Project 

• Can use the new mapping to identify 
potential mitigation projects.



Project website

• https://dnrc.mt.gov/Water-Resources/Floodplains/Floodplain-
Mapping-Updates/Madison-Ruby-Jefferson-Watersheds-Flood-Maps-
Update



DNRC flood hazard viewer

https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/0ed7617909624f929db01c6b99798fd3/page/Map-Viewer-Page/


Discussion
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