
Floodplain Mapping Update
Madison-Jefferson-Ruby River 
Watersheds

July 19th & 20th  2023 – Madison 
County, Ennis, Sheridan, Twin 
Bridges



Meeting 
Overview 

• Floodplain maps

• What are they/how are they 
used

• Existing maps 

• Mapping Update 

• Preliminary Maps

• Next Steps

• One on One station discussions



Project Partners

MONTANA DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES & CONSERVATION (DNRC)

Nadene Wadsworth Traci Sears

Floodplain Outreach Specialist MT National Flood Insurance Program Coordinator

Hannah Shultz Shylea Wingard
Floodplain Outreach Specialist Community Assistance

Chris Stump Anthony Joyce

GIS Mapping Specialist Community Assistance

Doug Brugger

State Floodplain Engineer

FEMA
Thuy Hong-Patton
Program Manager



Identifying Risk Through 
Mapping

1% annual chance flood
100-year flood



FEMA Flood 
Insurance Rate 
Maps

• Indicate areas of flood risk

• Used for various purposes

• Local floodplain regulations

• Local planning/sanitation 
decisions

• Local emergency planning

• Mortgage lenders

• Flood insurance premiums

• Need periodic updating



Floodplain Maps



FEMA Flood Insurance Rate Maps



FEMA Flood Insurance Rate Maps

Sheridan - 1974



Updated Flood Studies Madison-Ruby-Jefferson River 
Watersheds 

Fall 2017 – Phase I grant
Fall 2018 – Phase II grant
Fall 2020- Draft Data completed
Winter 2021- Public Open House Meeting
March 2023- Preliminary Maps





Project Website

https://dnrc.mt.gov/Water-Resources/Floodplains/Floodplain-Mapping-Updates/Madison-Ruby-Jefferson-
Watersheds-Flood-Maps-Update





Preliminary FEMA Floodplain Maps & Study

Preliminary Flood Insurance Rate Maps and 
Study:

- 100-year Floodplain (1% annual chance)

- Floodway (within 100 year floodplain)

- 500-year Floodplain (0.2% annual chance)

- Flood Elevations



Project Viewer



Development Regulations

Madison County and the Towns of 
Twin Bridges, Ennis, and Sheridan 
have floodplain regulations that 
regulate development within the 100-
year floodplain.

Floodplain permits are required 

for all manmade activities within 

the floodplain, including 

construction and modifications to 

existing structures.



Flood Insurance

Flood insurance is mandatory for 

buildings with a federally backed 

loan in a high-risk area.

Flood insurance is not mandatory in a 
lower risk areas but is highly 
recommended. 
Lenders can always require insurance 
in any area.

Flood insurance is the best form of 

personal risk management and is an 

important form of economic protection 

against flooding.



Estimated Timeline



Next Steps

Prepare for formal 90-day appeal/comment 

period 

• Tentative August 25th – Nov 22nd 

• All appeals and comments come 

through county or towns

• Forms and information on what is 

needed to submit 

will be posted on the project website 

and copies at

the county and town offices.



THANK YOU
ONE-ON-ONE 

SESSIONS

Nadene Wadsworth

Floodplain Mapping Outreach
Nadene.Wadsworth@mt.gov

406-444-6732

https://dnrc.mt.gov/Water-Resources/Floodplains/Floodplain-Mapping-Updates/Madison-Ruby-Jefferson-Watersheds-Flood-
Maps-Update

Shylea Wingard

Floodplain Community Assistance Program
Shylea.Wingard@mt.gov

406-444-1343

mailto:Nadene.Wadsworth@mt.gov
mailto:Nadene.Wadsworth@mt.gov
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