
Floodplain Mapping Update
Madison-Jefferson-Ruby River Watersheds
Public Information Meeting

March 11, 2021 - Ruby & Beaverhead Rivers/Sheridan/Twin Bridges focus 

The meeting will start at 5:30 PM



Project Partners and Meeting Contacts

MONTANA DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES & CONSERVATION (DNRC)
Tiffany Lyden Traci Sears
Floodplain Outreach Specialist MT National Flood Insurance Program Coordinator

Nadene Wadsworth Doug Brugger
Floodplain Outreach Specialist Civil Engineering Specialist

Katie Shank
Flood Hazard GIS Specialist

Gallatin County
Sean O’Callaghan
Planning Director

FEMA
Mark English
Program Manager

Madison County
Alex Hogle
Planning Director

Broadwater County
Jerry Grebenc
Floodplain Administrator

Jefferson County
Megan Bullock
Floodplain Administrator  

Ennis & Twin Bridges
Jonathan Weaver
Floodplain Administrator

Town of Sheridan Three Forks



Meeting Focus

Tuesday, March 9 
Madison River

Wednesday, March 10
Jefferson River & S. Boulder R.

Thursday, March 11
Ruby and Beaverhead Rivers
Twin Bridges & Sheridan area



Meeting Overview – Jefferson R. focus

• Floodplain maps
• What are they/how are they used
• Existing maps 

• Mapping Update 
• Draft Maps
• Next Steps
• Questions
• Optional - Opportunity to talk one-on-one for 

individual questions





Floodplain Maps: Identifying Risk Through Mapping



Floodplain Maps:  different ones



FEMA Flood Insurance Rate Maps

100 year flood

1% annual chance 
flood



FEMA Flood Insurance Rate Maps

 Indicate areas of flood risk

 Used for various purposes
 Local floodplain regulations
 Local planning/sanitation decisions
 Local emergency planning
 Mortgage lenders
 Flood insurance premiums

 Need periodic updating



Twin Bridges & Sheridan – Existing Floodplain Maps

Twin Bridges - 1974 Sheridan - 1974



Twin Bridges – Existing Floodplain Map

1986 FEMA Flood Insurance Rate Map

1980 – small flood study

1986 – updated map



Ruby & Beaverhead Rivers - Existing Floodplain Maps



Updated Flood Studies –
Madison-Ruby-Jefferson River Watersheds 



How is a Flood Study Done?



Estimated Timeline



Website:   www.floodplain.mt.gov/madison



Dra f t  F loodp la in  Maps  & Study
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Floodplain Maps – Show Risk Areas                                  

example map



Map Viewer – Draft Floodplain
www.floodplain.mt.gov/madison



Map Viewer – Draft Floodplain
www.floodplain.mt.gov/madison



Map Viewer – Draft Floodplain
www.floodplain.mt.gov/madison



Map Viewer – Draft Floodplain
www.floodplain.mt.gov/madison



Map Viewer – Draft Floodplain
www.floodplain.mt.gov/madison



Map Viewer – Draft Floodplain
www.floodplain.mt.gov/madison



Map Viewer – Draft Floodplain
www.floodplain.mt.gov/madison



What about Elevation Certificates or Map Amendments?

Existing Letter of Map Amendments:  
 will be reviewed 
 will be revalidated if the building elevation is still

above new proposed flood elevation
 contact your floodplain administrator for status



Identify Your Flood Risk
www.floodplain.mt.gov/madison

Know where your property or building is in relation to the 
draft floodplain boundaries and flood risk areas

High-risk area  

Moderate-risk area

Low-risk area

View the draft maps:
www.floodplain.mt.gov/madison



Outreach Materials



DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS

Counties and Towns have floodplain 
regulations that regulate development within 
the 100-year floodplain.

Floodplain permits are required for any 
manmade activities including construction and 
modifications to existing structures.

New construction and additions- elevated 2’
Improvements and additions to existing 
structures > 50% of building’s value, will 
require the entire structure to be brought 
into compliance.
No new structures and limited development 
is allowed in the Floodway



Flood insurance is mandatory for buildings 
with a federally backed loan in a high-risk 
area.

FLOOD INSURANCE

Flood insurance is not mandatory in a lower 
risk areas but is highly recommended. 
Lenders can always require insurance in any 
area.

Flood insurance is the best form of 
personal risk management and is an 
important form of economic protection 
against flooding.



Newly Mapped – Cost Saving Insurance Options

www.floodplain.mt.gov/madison



Estimated Timeline



Next Steps

• Review draft maps and 
study information

• Provide feedback and   
other technical    
information 



Website Tour

www.floodplain.mt.gov/madison

http://www.floodplain.mt.gov/madison


Questions?

MONTANA DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES & CONSERVATION (DNRC)
Tiffany Lyden Traci Sears
Floodplain Outreach Specialist MT National Flood Insurance Program Coordinator

Nadene Wadsworth Doug Brugger
Floodplain Outreach Specialist Civil Engineering Specialist

Katie Shank
Flood Hazard GIS Specialist

Gallatin County
Sean O’Callaghan
Planning Director

FEMA
Mark English
Program Manager

Madison County
Alex Hogle
Planning Director

Broadwater County
Jerry Grebenc
Floodplain Administrator

Jefferson County
Megan Bullock
Floodplain Administrator  

Ennis & Twin Bridges
Jonathan Weaver
Floodplain Administrator

Sheridan
Three Forks



Thank you for Participating

www.floodplain.mt.gov/madison

Tiffany Lyden Nadene Wadsworth
tlyden@mt.gov Nadene.Wadsworth@mt.gov
406-444-0599 406-444-6732

Individual Questions: One-on-One  (optional)

Instructions:
1. Stay on the line
2. Type in chat to discuss specific issue or question (i.e., insurance, need help viewing 
map, building requirements, etc.)
3. Wait for Host to connect you with a DNRC staff person
4. A box will pop up on screen, click ‘Join’ for separate Zoom session
5. Discuss your question with DNRC staff person
6. When done, press ‘Leave’ 

and then  ‘Leave Meeting’ or ‘Return to Meeting’

http://www.floodplain.mt.gov/beaverhead
mailto:tlyden@mt.gov
mailto:Nadene.Wadsworth@mt.gov


Thank you

www.floodplain.mt.gov/madison

Tiffany Lyden Nadene Wadsworth
tlyden@mt.gov Nadene.Wadsworth@mt.gov
406-444-0599 406-444-6732

Regular business hours 8:00am-5:00pm 

One-on-one session from 9:00am to 11:00am 
Friday March 12, a member of our staff will be 

readily available to answer any questions.

Email or Call Nadene Wadsworth or Tiffany 
Lyden

http://www.floodplain.mt.gov/beaverhead
mailto:tlyden@mt.gov
mailto:Nadene.Wadsworth@mt.gov
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