
Floodplain Mapping Update : City of Three Forks



I den t i f y ing  R isk  Through  Mapp ing



How is  a  h igh- r i sk  f lood  zone  iden t i f i ed?

Floodplain Maps 
Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRMs)

Used for various purposes
• Local floodplain regulations
• Mortgage companies
• Flood insurance premiums
• Local emergency planning

Need periodic updating
• New data available
• Change in the area



Ci ty  o f  Three  Forks  F loodp la in  Maps

• 1975 Flood Hazard Boundary Maps (by HUD)
• 1980 – Initial study conducted FEMA FIRMs issued
• 2004- Small detailed study conducted
• 2011- Study from 2004 included in 

Gallatin County digitization 
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Flood  s tudy  



Pro jec t  Par tners

Gallatin County

Three Forks

Madison County

Ennis 

Sheridan

Twin Bridges

Jefferson County

Broadwater County

Montana Department of Natural 
Resources and Conservation

Federal Emergency 
Management Agency 





Tenta t i ve  Pro jec t  Schedu le



Pro jec t  webpage

w w w . f l o o d p l a i n . m t . g o v / m a d i s o n



Dra f t  F loodp la in  Maps  &  S tudy

w w w . f l o o d p l a i n . m t . g o v / m a d i s o n

High-risk area
(1%-Chance Floodplain, 100-Year Floodplain)

• Floodway
• Flood Fringe Flood 

fringe

Flood  
way

Flood 
fringe

Moderate-risk area
0.2%-Chance Floodplain,

500-Year Floodplain



Map Viewer -Dra f t  F loodp la in
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Map Viewer -Dra f t  F loodp la in

w w w . f l o o d p l a i n . m t . g o v / m a d i s o n



Map Viewer -Dra f t  F loodp la in

w w w . f l o o d p l a i n . m t . g o v / m a d i s o n

Three Forks Floodplain Changes

Removed 12 Acres 48 Structures

Added 165 Acres 294 Structures

No Change 493 Acres 868 Structures



Pub l i c  Out reach  Mater ia ls

w w w . f l o o d p l a i n . m t . g o v / m a d i s o n



FLOODPLAIN REGULATIONS

City of Three Forks has floodplain 
regulations that regulate development within 
the 100-year floodplain.

Floodplain permits are required for new 
construction and modifications to existing 
structures.

New construction and additions- elevated 2’
Improvements and additions to existing 
structures < 50% of building’s value, will 
require the entire structure to be brought into 
compliance.



Flood insurance is mandatory for buildings 
with a federally backed loan in a high-risk 
flood zone.

FLOOD INSURANCE

Flood insurance is not mandatory in a lower 
risk zone but is highly recommended. Lenders 
can always require insurance in any zone.

Flood insurance is an important form of 
economic protection against flooding.



Ci ty  Next  S teps

• Review draft maps and study information
• Open house meetings 

• December 2, 2020 (mapping and mitigation project)
January 6, 2021 (mapping only)

• Landowner notifications 



Questions?
Thank you

Nadene Wadsworth
Nadene.wadsworth@mt.gov

444-6732

Tiffany Lyden
tlyden@mt.gov

444-0599

mailto:Nadene.wadsworth@mt.gov
mailto:tlyden@mt.gov
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