
City of Three Forks

FLOODPLAIN PROGRAM



Let s  ta lk  r i s k

National Flood Facts

• #1 U.S. Natural Disaster
• $2.7 Billion in Annual 

Losses 
(10-year average)

Jefferson River 2011





A VOLUNTARY AGREEMENT

Three Forks FEMA

NATIONAL FLOOD INSURANCE PROGRAM



Communities participating in the NFIP
CRS Communities

MONTANA Snapshot

136
12



FLOODPLAIN REGULATIONS

It’s not that you can’t build, just build differently



Safe ty  F i r s t

An additional 2 feet of freeboard would have:
• saved $466 million
• protected 70% of the three 

counties of Boulder, Larimer and Weld
in a 100-year flood event

Colorado Scenario: 
Freeboard Increased by 2 Feet
IN THE 100-YEAR FLOOD EVENT

2’ freeboard



Flood insurance is mandatory for buildings with a 
federally backed loan in a high-risk flood zone.

FLOOD INSURANCE

Flood insurance is an important form of economic 
protection against flooding

IN A HIGH-RISK FLOOD ZONE

Federal flood insurance is available in communities that 
participate in the NFIP





How is  a  h igh  r i sk  f lood  zone  iden t i f i ed?

Floodplain Maps 
Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRMs)

Used for various purposes
• Local floodplain regulations
• Mortgage companies
• Flood insurance premiums
• Local emergency planning

Need periodic updating
• New data available
• Change in the area



FLOODPLAIN MAPS

1975 1980

Effective 2011





Floods tudy  

www.floodplain.mt.gov/madison



We’ve lived here 60 years and flood waters haven’t come near the house. We don’t 
need to worry about flooding.

Heard  in  Montana

NOT NECESSARILY. A 100-Year (1%-Chance) flood event 
may not have occurred in the last 60 years, but localized 
conditions, ice jams may cause flooding and can still put 
you at risk.

We don’t need to worry about flooding because this home is outside the 100-Year 
Floodplain. 

NOT NECESSARILY. Flood maps cannot predict every event 
perfectly and floods don’t follow lines on the map.
Over 20% of flood claims occur outside the high-risk flood zone.



Roundup MT (2011)

2011 Montana Flooding Stats

49

$48 M

Counties received disaster 

    assistance

FEMA disaster dollars statewide



RESOURCES

www.floodplain.mt.gov



Thank you!
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