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Overarching framework of the 
Comprehensive Water Review 

August 8, 2023
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KEY CHALLENGES 
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2022 STAKEHOLDER WORKING GROUP

HB 114 Permit & Change SB 72 Role of the Judiciary 
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2023 WORKING GROUP 
• Vicki Baker (irrigation)

• Jocelyn Cahill (irrigation)

• Krista Lee Evans (irrigation)*

• Cory Shaw (dom estic, new developm ent)*

• M ark Taylor (dom estic, new developm ent)

• Kelly Lynch  (m unicipal)*

• Brian Heaston (m unicipal)*

• Ryan M cLane (attorney m ultiple)*

• Nicole Rolf (stock water)

• Raylee Honeycutt (stock water)*

• Jan Thom son-Rouse (hydropower)

• Alan O lson (industrial)

• Arnold Bighorn (tribal)

• Abby Brown (attorney, m ultiple)* 

• Andrew G order (conservation)*

• Clayton Elliot (recreation)

• Julie M erritt (consultant m ultiple) *

• Donavan Trum an (federal projects) 7

2023/24 SWG

FINAL DECREES AND RO LE O F THE JUDICIARY 
1. Starting with the work product of the 2022 Transition W orking Group (SB72): 

a. W hat are the lessons learned from  the 2023 Legislative Session? 

b. W hat m odifications are needed to the work product? 

c. How to refine recom m endation? 

2. Do the policies associated with closed basins and final decrees need to be updated or changed?

EXEM PT W ELLS 
1. How are exem pt wells currently being used to m eet new water needs?  W hy and how are people using perm it 

exceptions? 

2. Are there certain situations where exceptions should be expanded for other uses (e.g., m inor PO U changes)?

3. In what situations should the full perm it process, a stream lined process, or exceptions be utilized or allowed?

a. In what situations is a full perm itting process necessary?  

b. W hen would a m odified/stream lined perm itting process be acceptable?   

c. W hen is the use of an exception appropriate and reasonable? 

W ATER M EASUREM ENT
1. How is water m easurem ent, data, and analytics currently being used in water adm inistration today?

2. Are changes in water m easurem ent requirem ents needed to m eet growing water needs and protecting existing uses? 

3. Should water m easurem ent requirem ents vary by perm it type (e.g., exem pt wells, m itigation, in new perm its and 

changes)?
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APPROXIMATE TIMELINE AND MILESTONES 

920XX

Tim e SW G  and DNRC Activities Policy M ilestones

August 2023 Start SW G  m eetings Inform al HB 114 rulem aking feedback
Sept 2023 W ork planning, prioritization, fact-

finding, discussion, drafting of 
recom m endations  

Form al HB 114 rulem aking process
O ctober 2023
Novem ber 2023

Decem ber 2023 

January 2024 
February 2024 HB 114 rules go into effect 

M arch 2024

April 2024 Public and legislative outreach and 
input on legislative concepts and 
working group recom m endations; 
further refinem ent

Legislative proposal process 
M ay 2024 
June 2024

July 2024 
August 2024 Last SW G  m eeting
Septem ber 2024 Additional outreach on SW G  

recom m endations and legislative 
proposals 

O ctober 2024

Novem ber 2024 Legislative pre-introduction deadlines
Decem ber 2024

January 2025 2025 Legislative Session

APPRECIATION 
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Sub working groups 
Member  Sub‐working group 

Clayton Elliot exempt 

Nicole Rolf exempt 

Jan Thomson‐Rouse exempt 

Kelly Lynch   exempt 

Cory Shaw exempt 

Mark Taylor  exempt 

Krista Lee Evans exempt 

Ryan McLane exempt 

Andrew Gorder exempt 

Raylee Honeycutt  final decree 

Alan Olson final decree 

Arnold Bighorn  final decree 

Vicki Baker  final decree 

Jocelyn Cahill final decree 

Abby Brown final decree 

Brian Heaston  measurement 

Julie Merritt  measurement 

Donavan Truman  measurement 

Draft meeting schedule 

August 8‐9 Helena

September 12  Helena   

October 10 Helena

November 14‐15 Kalispell

December 12 Helena

January 9‐10  Lewistown 

February 13 Helena

March 12‐13 Bozeman

April 9 Helena

May 14‐15 Glasgow 

June 11 Helena

July 9‐10 Miles City 

August 13 Helena

August 8‐9 Helena

September 12  Helena   

October 10 Helena

November 14‐15 Helena

December 12 Helena

January 9‐10  Lewistown  

February 13 Helena

March 12‐13 Kalispell

April 9 Helena

May 14‐15 Glasgow 

June 11 Helena

July 9‐10 Helena

August 13 Helena

Original Proposed
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