
Processing Materials  

• Work copies of applicant-submitted 
information 

• Deficiency letter
• Deficiency response 
• Correct & complete determination
• Any correspondence with the 

applicant after application receipt 
and prior to sending the Draft PD

Processing 
Materials 

CND011
Cross-Out





1

Williams, Abby

From: Williams, Abby
Sent: Monday, July 6, 2026 10:52 AM
To: 'Justin Hoehn'
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] Justin Hoehn Change Application No. 76LJ30171034

Thank you for the email Justin! That clears things up. 
I will have the reply to the deficiency response sent over to you on 7/9/26. 
 
Best, 

     

Abigail Williams | Water Resource Specialist  

Water Rights Bureau, New Appropriations, Kalispell Regional Office  

Montana Department of Natural Resources and Conservation  

655 Timberwolf Pkwy, Ste. 4, Kalispell, MT 59901 

DESK: 406-752-2735 EMAIL: Abigail.Williams@MT.gov    
Website | Facebook | X (Twitter) | Instagram  
How did we do? Let us know here: Feedback Survey   

 
From: Justin Hoehn <jthoehn@gmail.com>  
Sent: Monday, July 6, 2026 10:46 AM 
To: Williams, Abby <Abigail.Williams@mt.gov> 
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Justin Hoehn Change Application No. 76LJ30171034 
 
Abby,  
 
Thank you for the call,  I did review my response of Question 18 and I had a mistake carried over from my 
initial. 
 

 
I have lined out the part that is inaccurate and should be the following which is pulled from Questions 
32,33,34, and 36: 

For my system, I’ll create a visual of the path from the new POD (P76L J30171034) to the area shown in 
question 18 marked in blue.  Because of the nature of the landscape and area being irrigated I’m baselining a 
flexible system that will work at the different elevations. For the pump site (marked in red) I will utilize a Circor 
Series 3E 162 pump, running at 2900 RPMs.  It is a fixed displacement pump meaning there is no flow change 
on pressures or head differences up to a maximum of 150 PSI. I will use a safety relay in case of a plug or 
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pressure spike that will shut the system down and protect the equipment. Connected to it I will use a series of 
lay flat hoses with camlock connectors. The reason is it will allow me the flexibility to move my sprinkler 
around to different areas without a fixed geometry constraint of aluminum piping.  The friction loss doesn’t 
factor since it is a fixed flow.  This will allow me to cover the entire area.  Please note for coverage across the 
road I can utilize the original infrastructure marked in purple. I will have QTY (3) 300’ 3” lay flats, QTY (2) 200’ 
3” lay flats, and QTY (1) 100’ 3” lay flat that will allow me to move the sprinkler into any area shown in blue. 
Maximum total run to the south east corner from the new POD is approximately 1280’ using the existing path 
under the road. Max run shown in yellow on image. For the sprinkler I will use a Nelson Big Gun 75 series Full 
Circle F75 which can operate within my fixed flow of 45 GPM. 

Thank you! 

 

Justin 

 
 



Justin Hoehn Deficiency Letter Response for Change Application No. 76LJ30171034 

Question 17: 

Please note the property (originally 160 acres) is outlined in green, and the historical irrigation 
areas is marked/filled in green. Please note the section corner, township and range aren’t 
filled/covered but left open to remain legible those areas under the label were irrigated. 
Originally this farm was irrigated using flood irrigation methods and later converted to an 
electric pump. 

 

The image in Question 18 helps illustrate and correlate current placement.  

 

Question 18: 

Please note Proposed POD ID is marked in Red and Labeled P 76LJ30171034. It is upstream of 
historical POD H 76LJ30165011. Primary Use of irrigation will be outlined in blue which will be 
fed with 4” aluminum main line and 40’ 3” aluminum hand move with a total of QTY (12) 9/64” 
nozzles.  The intended area to be irrigated follows the historical, we are just utilizing a new POD 
to transport the water from since we’ve been cut off from the historical. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Question 32, 33, 34, and 36: For my system, I’ll create a visual of the path from the new POD 
(P76L J30171034) to the area shown in question 18 marked in blue.  Because of the nature of 
the landscape and area being irrigated I’m baselining a flexible system that will work at the 
different elevations. For the pump site (marked in red) I will utilize a Circor Series 3E 162 pump, 
running at 2900 RPMs.  It is a fixed displacement pump meaning there is no flow change on 
pressures or head differences up to a maximum of 150 PSI. I will use a safety relay in case of a 
plug or pressure spike that will shut the system down and protect the equipment. 

 

https://www.imo-pump.com/series3E.htm 

Further information about fixed displacement pumps can be found here:  

https://pumps.circor.com/products/three-screw-pumps 

 

Connected to it I will use a series of lay flat hoses with camlock connectors.   
 

https://pumps.circor.com/products/three-screw-pumps


https://www.irrigationking.com/3-pvc-lay-flat-discharge-hose-
300.html?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=17893256780&gbraid=0AAAAADR1yIrB6mOmBCg14
Ze2PxtTTl4pC&gclid=CjwKCAjw857RBhAgEiwAI-1yKLQtJXtQkQrT0CQa5WDfH-
jFgkAkLGq8jGlm_2kABsebaef9yCdtWxoCWJYQAvD_BwE 

 
The reason is it will allow me the flexibility to move my sprinkler around to different areas 
without a fixed geometry constraint of aluminum piping.  The friction loss doesn’t factor since it 
is a fixed flow.  This will allow me to cover the entire area.  Please note for coverage across the 
road I can utilize the original infrastructure marked in purple. I will have QTY (3) 300’ 3” lay flats, 
QTY (2) 200’ 3” lay flats, and QTY (1) 100’ 3” lay flat that will allow me to move the sprinkler into 
any area shown in blue. Maximum total run to the south east corner from the new POD is 
approximately 1280’ using the existing path under the road. Max run shown in yellow on image. 
 
For the sprinkler I will use a Nelson Big Gun 75 series Full Circle F75 which can operate within 
my fixed flow of 45 GPM 

https://nelsonirrigation.com/products/big-gun/75-series 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.irrigationking.com/3-pvc-lay-flat-discharge-hose-300.html?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=17893256780&gbraid=0AAAAADR1yIrB6mOmBCg14Ze2PxtTTl4pC&gclid=CjwKCAjw857RBhAgEiwAI-1yKLQtJXtQkQrT0CQa5WDfH-jFgkAkLGq8jGlm_2kABsebaef9yCdtWxoCWJYQAvD_BwE
https://www.irrigationking.com/3-pvc-lay-flat-discharge-hose-300.html?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=17893256780&gbraid=0AAAAADR1yIrB6mOmBCg14Ze2PxtTTl4pC&gclid=CjwKCAjw857RBhAgEiwAI-1yKLQtJXtQkQrT0CQa5WDfH-jFgkAkLGq8jGlm_2kABsebaef9yCdtWxoCWJYQAvD_BwE
https://www.irrigationking.com/3-pvc-lay-flat-discharge-hose-300.html?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=17893256780&gbraid=0AAAAADR1yIrB6mOmBCg14Ze2PxtTTl4pC&gclid=CjwKCAjw857RBhAgEiwAI-1yKLQtJXtQkQrT0CQa5WDfH-jFgkAkLGq8jGlm_2kABsebaef9yCdtWxoCWJYQAvD_BwE
https://www.irrigationking.com/3-pvc-lay-flat-discharge-hose-300.html?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=17893256780&gbraid=0AAAAADR1yIrB6mOmBCg14Ze2PxtTTl4pC&gclid=CjwKCAjw857RBhAgEiwAI-1yKLQtJXtQkQrT0CQa5WDfH-jFgkAkLGq8jGlm_2kABsebaef9yCdtWxoCWJYQAvD_BwE


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Question 40: 

Response should have been marked Yes,  

For question 40 a, the purposes for which the Department has a standard and the water use 
falls within the standard. 

36.12.1902 

 

 

ARM 36.12.112 
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Water Resources Division – Kalispell Regional Office 
655 Timberwolf Pkwy, Ste. 4 

Kalispell, MT 59901-1215 
(406) 752-2288 

DNRCKalispellWater@mt.gov 

July 25, 2025 
 
JUSTIN HOEHN 
PO BOX 277 
KALISPELL MT 59903-0277 
 
Subject:  Completed Technical Analyses Report for Change Preapplication No. 76LJ 30171034 
 
Dear Applicant, 
 
As designated on the submitted Preapplication Meeting Form per §85-2-302(3)(b), MCA, the Department of Natural Resources 
and Conservation (Department) has completed the technical analyses for Change Preapplication No. 76LJ 30171034 based on the 
information provided in your Preapplication Meeting Form accepted by the Department on June 11, 2025. The technical analyses 
can be found in the attached report.  
 
This Technical Analyses Report IS: A collection of facts that the DNRC has gathered, including content provided in the 
Preapplication Meeting Form materials. The Department will use these data to analyze the criteria in §85-2-402, MCA if you 
submit a Form 606 for the project described in the completed Preapplication Meeting Form.  
 
This Technical Analyses Report IS NOT: An analysis or discussion of whether the Preapplication Meeting Form as filed meets 
the criteria in §85-2-402, MCA. 
 
You have 180 days to submit the Water Right Change Application Form 606 considering the information provided in the 
technical analyses and Preapplication Meeting Form. If the Application Form is not submitted to the Kalispell Regional Office 
by January 21, 2026, a new preapplication meeting will be required to process the Application with expedited timelines (ARM 
36.12.1302(6)(b)). If any details described in the submitted Application are changed from that of the submitted Preapplication 
Meeting Form, the discounted filing fee and expedited timelines will not apply (ARM 36.12.1302(6)(a)). Please note that the 
technical analyses will expire one year from the date of this letter (ARM 36.12.1302(8)). 
 
Please contact me at (406) 752-2702 or Joseph.Howerton@mt.gov if you have any questions about the application process. 

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Joseph Howerton 
Water Resource Specialist 
Kalispell Regional Office 
 

Encl.: Surface Water Change Technical Analyses Report for Change Preapplication No. 76LJ 30171034 
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Surface Water Change Technical Analyses Report 

Department of Natural Resources and Conservation (DNRC or Department) Water Resources 
Division 

Joey Howerton, Water Resources Specialist, Kalispell Regional Office 
 

Application No. 76LJ 30171034 
Proposed Point of 
Diversion 

SWSESW SECTION 
20, TOWNSHIP 
28N, RANGE 21W 

Applicant JUSTIN HOEHN 

Overview 
This report analyzes data submitted by the Applicant in support of the above-mentioned water 
right change application. This report provides technical analyses as required under the 
Administrative Rules of Montana (ARM) 36.12.1303 in support of the water rights criteria 
assessment as required in §85-2-402, Montana Code Annotated (MCA). This report was completed 
by regional office staff. 

This Surface Water Change Technical Analyses Report contains the following sections:  

Overview ......................................................................................................................................... 1 

1.0 Application Details .................................................................................................................... 2 

2.0 Historical Use Technical Analysis............................................................................................. 3 

2.1 Historical Field Consumed and Applied Volumes ................................................................. 3 

2.2 Historical Conveyance Losses ............................................................................................... 3 

2.3 Historical Diverted Volume ................................................................................................... 3 

2.4 Summary of Historical Use .................................................................................................... 4 

3.0 Analysis of Impacted Surface Water Sources ............................................................................ 4 

3.1 Summary of Proposed Use ..................................................................................................... 4 

3.2 Area of Potential Adverse Effect ........................................................................................... 5 

Review............................................................................................................................................. 5 

References ....................................................................................................................................... 5 

Appendix A: Water Rights within the Area of Potential Adverse Effect ........................................ 5 
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1.0 Application Details 
The Applicant proposes to establish a new point of diversion (POD) for Statement of Claim No. 
76LJ 30165010. Statement of Claim No. 76LJ 30165010 was created when it was split from its 
parent water right – Statement of Claim No. 76LJ 19042-00. The historical POD currently tied to 
Statement of Claim No. 76LJ 30165010 will remain in use by the owners of Statement of Claim 
No. 76LJ 19042-00. The Applicant seeks to establish their own new POD and discontinue using 
the historical (existing) POD. The place of use is located in the S2SESW of Section 20 and the 
NENENW of Section 29, Township 28N, Range 21W (Figure 1). The project is in Flathead County 
and the source is Ashley Creek, which is a tributary of the Flathead River. No changes in the place 
or purpose of use are proposed and this water right does not involve storage.  

Table 1: Water Right Proposed for Change 
Water Right 

Number 
Flow Rate Volume Purpose Period of Use Place of Use 

Point of 
Diversion 

Priority 
Date 

76LJ 30165010 45.25 GPM 
24.06 
AF 

Irrigation 6/01-9/30 

6.2 acres – 
SESESW 20 28N 

21W Flathead 
 

3.8 acres – 
NENENW 29 28N 

21W Flathead 

SWSESW 20 
28N 21W 
Flathead 

09/30/1919 

 

Figure 1: Map of the existing and proposed points of diversion on the source and the place of use. 
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2.0 Historical Use Technical Analysis 
2.1 Historical Field Consumed and Applied Volumes 
The consumed volume for irrigation is based on the net irrigation requirement (NIR) from USDA 
Natural Resources Conservation Service Irrigation Water Requirements (IWR) at a representative 
weather station. The NIR is multiplied by a county-wide management factor (from ARM 
36.12.1902) to produce an adjusted NIR representative of actual crop yields in Montana. Crop 
consumption is determined by multiplying the adjusted NIR by the number of acres of irrigation. 
 
Crop consumption is then divided by the field efficiency identified from the irrigation method and 
ARM 36.12.115. Irrecoverable losses (IL) are 5% of the field applied volume for flood irrigation 
or 10% for sprinkler irrigation. The total consumed volume for irrigation is the crop consumption 
plus irrecoverable losses. The total non-consumed volume is the field applied volume minus the 
total consumed volume. 
 

Under Statement of Claim No. 76LJ 30165010, the Applicant historically irrigated 10.0 acres of 
rotating crops including alfalfa, canola, potatoes, and winter wheat. The most recent crop grown in the 2024 
season was alfalfa. Of the irrigated acres, 6.2 are in Section 20, Township 28N, Range 21W and 3.8 
are in Section 29, Township 28N, Range 21W. The Applicant primarily used wheel line sprinklers 
along with some hand line sprinklers to irrigate the place of use. This Statement of Claim does not 
involve storage. 

 

The historical consumed and field applied volumes have been calculated with the inputs shown in 
Table 2 following the methods described above and in ARM 36.12.1902. 

 

Table 2: Historical use. 
 

Irrigation 
Method 

 
Acres 

 
IWR 
(in)1 

 
Mgmt. 
Factor2 

 
Field 

Efficiency 

Crop 
Consumption 

(AF) 

Applied 
Volume 

(AF) 

 
IL 

(AF) 

Total 
Consumed 

Volume 
(AF) 

Field 
Application 

Volume 
(AF) 

Sprinkler 
(Wheel line) 

10 16.45 0.88 0.70 12.01 17.16 1.72 13.72 17.16 

Total 10 16.45 0.88 0.70 12.01 17.16 1.72 13.72 17.16 

1 Kalispell IWR Weather Station 
2 Flathead County Historical Use Management Factor (1964-1973) 

2.2 Historical Conveyance Losses 
There are no historical conveyance losses considered for the historical use of Statement of Claim 
No. 76LJ 30165010 because the historical means of conveyance is closed pipe. 

2.3 Historical Diverted Volume 
Per ARM 36.12.1902(10), the historically diverted volume is equal to the sum of the historical 
field application volume and historical conveyance loss volume. Table 3 below summarizes the 
historical field applied and conveyance loss volumes.   
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Table 3: Historic Diverted Volume of Statement of Claim No. 76LJ 30165010 

 
Water Right No. 

Field Application 
Apportionment 

Apportioned Field 
Application Volume 

(AF) 

Apportioned 
Conveyance Loss 

Volume 

 
Apportioned HDV 

76LJ 30165010 1.0 17.16 N/A (closed pipe, no 
conveyance losses) 

17.16 

Total 1.0 17.16 N/A (closed pipe, no 
conveyance losses) 

17.16 

 

2.4 Summary of Historical Use 
The Department will consider the following values when evaluating the historical use of 
Statement of Claim No. 76LJ 30165010 for the adverse effect criterion: 

 

Table 4: Summary of historical use of Statement of Claim No. 76LJ 30165010 

Water 
Right 
No. 

 
Historical 
Purpose 

Maximum 
Historical 

Acres 

Historical 
Place of 

Use 

Historical 
Point of 

Diversion 

Maximum 
Historical 
Flow Rate 

(GPM) 

Historically 
Consumed 
Volume (AF) 

Historically 
Diverted 

Volume (AF) 

 

 
76LJ 

30165010 
 

 
Irrigation 

 
10.0 

6.2 acres – 
S2SESW 20 

28N 21W 

3.8 acres – 
N2NENW 

29 28N 21W 

SWSESW 
Sec 20, Twp 

28N, Rge 

21W 

 
 

45.25 

 
 

13.72 

 
 

17.16 

 

3.0 Analysis of Impacted Surface Water Sources 
3.1 Summary of Proposed Use 
The Applicant proposes to use Statement of Claim No. 76LJ 30165010 as shown in Table 5. 

 

Table 5: Summary of the proposed use of Statement of Claim No. 76LJ 147164-00. See below for an 
explanation of the proposed use. 

Water 
Right No. 

Proposed 
Purpose 

Proposed 
Acres 

Proposed 
Place of 

Use 

Proposed 
Point of 

Diversion 

Proposed 
Flow Rate 
(GPM) 

Proposed 
Consumptive 
Volume (AF) 

Proposed 
Diverted 
Volume 
(AF) 

        

 
76LJ 

30165010 

 

 
Irrigation 

 

 
10.0 

6.2 acres – 
S2SESW 20 

28N 21W 

 
*SWSESW 20 

28N 21W** 

 

 
45.25 13.72 17.16 

3.8 acres – 
N2NENW 29 
28N 21W 

 

        

* Bold italicized text indicates the water right element proposed for change. 
** The POD is being moved to a new location that remains within the historical 10-acre legal land description.  
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3.2 Area of Potential Adverse Effect 
The Department has considered a potentially impacted reach on the source of supply. This reach 
was determined by accounting for the location of the proposed and historical (existing) point of 
diversion. This reach extends from the SWSESW of Section 20, Township 28N, Range 21W 
downstream to the location of the historical (existing) POD at SWSESW of Section 20, Township 
28N, Range 21W. There are 3 water rights within the reach, as illustrated in Appendix A. 

 

Review 

This document has been reviewed by the Department on July 25, 2025. 

References 
Department Standard Practice for Determining Historical Use 
Department Standard Practice for Analyzing Area of Potential Adverse Effect 

Appendix A: Water Rights within the Area of Potential Adverse Effect 
Appendix A: Water right within the AOPI 

Water Right Number Purpose / Means of Diversion Flow Rate (CFS) 

76LJ 19042-00 IRRIGATION 1.15 

76LJ 30165011 IRRIGATION 0.23 

76LJ 30163969 IRRIGATION 0.13 
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FORM 606P-A

PREAPPLICATION MEETING FEE
$ 500

FILING FEE REDUCTION & EXPEDITED TIMELINE
An application will be eligible for a filing fee reduction and 
expedited timelines if the applicant completes a preapplication 
meeting with the Department (ARM 36.12.1302(1)), which 
includes submitting any follow-up information identified by the 
Department (ARM 36.12.1302(3)(c)) and receiving either 
Department-completed technical analyses or Department review 
of applicant-submitted technical analyses (ARM 36.12.1302(4) 
and (5)). An application for the proposed project also must be 
submitted within 180 days of delivery of Department technical 
analyses or scientific credibility review and no element on the 
submitted application can be changed from the completed 
preapplication meeting form (ARM 36.12.1302(6)).

Application # Basin 

Meeting Date Time 

Variance Request Deadline

Completed Form Deadline

The Department will fill out Form 606P-A and will identify items for follow-up during the preapplication meeting. The Department and 
Applicant will sign the Preapplication Meeting Affidavit and Certification within 10 business days. Within 180 days of the preapplication 
meeting, the Applicant will complete Preapplication Meeting Form Part B (Form 606P-B), including identified follow-up, any amended 
responses, and the Follow-up and Amended Responses Affidavit & Certification. 

Applicant Information: Add more as necessary.
Applicant Name____________________________________________________________________________ 
Mailing Address______________________________ City__________________ State_____ Zip___________ 
Phone Numbers: Home____________________ Work____________________ Cell_____________________
Email Address_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Applicant Name____________________________________________________________________________ 
Mailing Address______________________________ City__________________ State_____ Zip___________ 
Phone Numbers: Home____________________ Work____________________ Cell_____________________
Email Address_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Contact/Representative Information: Add more as necessary. 
Contact/Representative is: Applicant Consultant  Attorney Other (describe) ____________ 
Contact/Representative Name_________________________________________________________________ 
Mailing Address ______________________________ City__________________ State_____ Zip__________  
Phone Numbers: Home____________________ Work____________________ Cell_____________________  
Email Address_____________________________________________________________________________ 

NOTE: If a contact person is identified as an attorney, all communication will be sent only to the attorney unless the attorney provides 
written instruction to the contrary. If a contact person is identified as a consultant, employee, or lessee, the individual filing the water 
right form or objection form will receive all correspondence and a copy may be sent to the contact person. (ARM 36.12.122)

Meeting Attendees: Add more as necessary.
Name Organization Position 

PREAPPLICATION MEETING FORM: 
PART A

CHANGE 
§ 85-2-302(3)(b)
Form No. 606P-A (Revised 0 /2025)

For Department Use Only

30171034 76LJ

05/30/2025 14:00
10/15/2025

11/26/2025

Hoehn, Justin
PO BOX 277 Kalispell MT 59903

406-246\9-8436
JTHOEHN@GMAIL.COM

Hoehn, Larry, Melissa, Justin Applicants Applicants
Jim Ferch
Travis Wilson

DNRC
DNRC

Regional Manager
Water Resource Specialist
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