
COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT

Between

Town of Plains, MT
And the

STATE OF MONTANA,

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND CONSERVATION

Northwestern Land Office, Plains Unit
This Agreement is made and entered into by and between the Town of Plains, hereinafter called the COOPERATOR and the Montana Department of Natural Resources & Conservation (DNRC), Northwestern Land Office Plains, hereinafter called the DEPARTMENT, and effective the xth day of August, 20xx.

I.  PURPOSE:
The purpose of this Agreement, when signed by both parties, is to establish mutually agreeable terms, conditions and specifications to facilitate DEPARTMENT fire fighting operations on the Big Fire (MT-NWS-000xxx) and provides reimbursement authority for the COOPERATOR.  
II.  THE COOPERATOR WILL:
COOPERATOR agrees that it will allow the DEPARTMENT and any resources with which it has or will contract to obtain potable water for and to dump gray water generated by the Big Fire. Potable water will be obtained at the hydrant at the City Shop on 5th Avenue S. and gray water will be dumped in the designated area behind Conoco on E. Railroad Avenue.  
III.  THE DEPARTMENT WILL:
The DEPARTMENT will reimburse the COOPERATOR for potable water at Twenty-three and 31/100 Dollars ($23.31) per one thousand (1,000) gallons.  The DEPARTMENT will reimburse the COOPERATOR for gray water dumping at One Hundred Fifty and No/100 Dollars ($150.00) per day that the gray water dumping location is used.
IV.  LEGAL REQUIREMENT:
The COOPERATOR and DEPARTMENT shall comply with all applicable and reasonable rules, regulations, laws, statutes and ordinances.
V.  EQUAL EMPLOYMENT:

Any hiring of employees under this agreement shall be on the basis of merit and qualifications, and there shall be no discrimination on the basis of race, color, religion, creed, sex, national origin, age, disability, martial status, political belief, or agency representation. “Qualifications” mean qualifications as are generally related to competent performance of the particular occupational task gained in various emergency response roles.

I.  LIABILITY:

To the best of their ability, all signatories to this Agreement agree to be financially responsible for any financial loss due to their negligence, their intentional acts or a failure to comply with the terms of this Agreement.

VII.  RETENTION AND ACCESS REQUIREMENTS FOR RECORDS.

The DNRC, through any authorized representative, shall have access to and the right to examine all records related to this agreement.  As used in this Section, “records” include the items listed in Mont. Code Ann. § 2-6-401(2), as amended.  All records pertinent to this agreement shall be retained for a period of time consistent with Montana law related to the retention and storage of public records.
VIII.  RIGHT TO KNOW:

Information furnished to the DNRC under this agreement is subject to the Right to Know found at Article II, Section 9 of the Montana Constitution, and all statutes and judicial decisions pertaining to or interpreting this right.

IX.  MODIFICATION:

Modifications within the scope of this agreement shall be made by mutual consent of the parties, by the issuance of a written modification, signed and dated by both parties, prior to any changes being made.  The DNRC is not obligated to fund any changes not properly approved in advance or authorized pursuant to legislative appropriation.
X.  COMMENCEMENT/EXPIRATION DATE.
This agreement is effective on the date of the last signature and expires October 1, 20xx.
In witness whereof, the parties hereto have executed this agreement as of the last date written below.
	
	
	  

	Land Office Representative (Signature)
	
	Authorized Agent (Signature)

	John Doe, Plains Unit Manager
	
	Jane Doe, Clerk Treasurer

	Name and Title (Printed)
	
	Name and Title (Printed)

	MT DNRC, Plains Unit Office
	
	Town of Plains, MT

	Home Unit
	
	Municipal City or County

	406-826-xxxx
	
	406-826-xxxx

	Phone No.
	
	Phone No.

	
	
	

	Date
	
	Date


12/4/2025

