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CHECKLIST ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 

Musselshell Judith Rural Water Project-Phase 3A Pipeline Project 

June-August 2026 

Central Montana Regional Water Authority 

S36 T7N R18E 

Wheatland 

Common Schools 

I. TYPE AND PURPOSE OF ACTION

This action would authorize the drilling of boreholes for geotechnical investigation for the future installation of a 
water pipeline for drinking water on Montana State Trust Lands, including all associated construction, 
maintenance, and use activities. 

II. PROJECT DEVELOPMENT

1. PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT, AGENCIES, GROUPS OR INDIVIDUALS CONTACTED:
Provide a brief chronology of the scoping and ongoing involvement for this project. 

The Department of Natural Resources and Conservation (DNRC) 
Northeastern Land Office (NELO) & Lewistown Unit Office 
Proponent: Central Montana Regional Water Authority 
Surface Lessees: Taber Ranch LLC 
Other: Montana Sage Grouse Oversight Team (MSGOT) 

[ 2. OTHER GOVERNMENTAL AGENCIES WITH JURISDICTION, LIST OF PERMITS NEEDED: 

The DNRC and its Northeastern Land Office (NELO) have jurisdiction over the proposed project. 

The proponent is responsible for acquiring all necessary permits for the proposed project and settling all surface 
damage with the surface lessees. 

I 3. ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED: 

Alternative A (No Action) - Under this alternative, the Department does not grant permission for the drilling of
boreholes for geotechnical investigation of the subsurface for future construction of a drinking water pipeline. 

Alternative 8 (the Proposed Action) - The Department would grant permission for the drilling of boreholes for
geotechnical investigation of the subsurface for future construction of a drinking water pipeline. 

Ill. IMPACTS ON THE PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT 

• RESOURCES potentially impacted are listed on the form, followed by common issues that would be considered.
• Explain POTENTIAL IMPACTS AND MITIGATIONS following each resource heading.
• Enter "NONE" If no impacts are identified or the resource is not present.
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