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CHECKLIST ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 
 

Project Name: NEW Helena-Three Forks Natural Gas Pipeline 

Proposed 
Implementation Date: Summer 2028 

Proponent: Northwestern Energy  

Location:  SE ¼, SE ¼, Section 23, Township 3 North, Range 2 East 

County: Broadwater and Gallatin 

 

I. TYPE AND PURPOSE OF ACTION 

 
The proposed action is the issuance of a Right-of-Way Easement by the Montana Department of Natural 
Resources and Conservation to allow Northwestern Energy to install and operate a natural gas pipeline beneath 
State-owned riverbeds of the Missouri River in Broadwater and Gallatin Counties. 
 
The project involves installation of a 16-inch carbon steel pipeline using horizontal directional drilling (HDD) at 
depths of approximately 30 to 80 feet below the riverbed, avoiding surface disturbance. This crossing is part of a 
larger 74-mile pipeline from Helena to Three Forks, with this easement covering a portion of Phase 2 
(approximately 116,160 feet). The easement would include a 50-foot-wide, 25 feet on each side of centerline 
corridor, 244.70 ft in length, beneath the river encumbering 0.28 acres. 
 
The purpose of the project is to meet increasing natural gas demand and improve system reliability by 
enhancing connectivity, increasing capacity, and reducing flow constraints. 
 

II. PROJECT DEVELOPMENT 

 

1. PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT, AGENCIES, GROUPS OR INDIVIDUALS CONTACTED: 
Provide a brief chronology of the scoping and ongoing involvement for this project. 

The DNRC did not conduct formal public scoping for this project. Initial coordination occurred during the 
submission of the Joint Application for Work in Montana’s Streams, Wetlands, Floodplains, and Other Water 
Bodies and through the DNRC Right-of-Way Easement application process in February 2026. Regulatory 
agencies, adjacent landowners, and the lessee were notified as part of these processes. 
 
Agency review and coordination are ongoing, and all required permits associated with the Joint Application will 
be obtained and submitted to DNRC prior to issuance of the easement. No formal public comments were 
received as part of this effort. 
 

2. OTHER GOVERNMENTAL AGENCIES WITH JURISDICTION, LIST OF PERMITS NEEDED: 

The proposed pipeline project may be subject to additional permits from various governmental agencies to 
ensure compliance with applicable environmental, safety, and land use regulations. The following permits have 
been identified as potentially necessary for the proposed action: 

• Broadwater Conservation District: 310 Permit and Floodplain Permit 

• U.S. Army Corps of Engineers: Section 404 Permit for impacts to waters of the United States 

• Montana Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ): 318 Permit and 401 Water Quality Certification 

• Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks: SPA 124 Permit 

• Montana Department of Transportation: Utility Occupancy Permit 

• BNSF Railway: Pipeline/Wire Line Crossing and/or Longitudinal Permit 
 
The applicant is responsible for obtaining all required permits prior to the commencement of construction. 
Ensuring compliance with these permits will help maintain environmental protection, water quality, public safety, 
and coordination with other land use and infrastructure activities. 
 






















