














26. SIGNIFICANCE OF POTENTIAL IMPACTS:

The granting of the requested aggregate test permit pits on this tract of State Trust Lands is not expected to 
result in, nor cause significant negative environmental impacts. The proposed action satisfies the Trust's 
fiduciary mandate and ensures the long-term productivity of the land. An environmental assessment is the 
appropriate level of analysis for the proposed action. 
I conclude that all identified potential impacts will be mitigated by utilizing permit requirements, including the 
stipulations listed below. 

1. The permit holder shall be in compliance with all applicable state and federal laws, rules, and regulations, 
including but not limited to those concerning safety, environmental protection, reclamation, drone flight 
requirements for photography and topographic mapping over the site, and sage grouse requirements.

2. Topsoil/sod will be stockpiled separately from subsoil for reclamation. The licensee shall fill holes with subsoil 
before covering them with topsoil and sod. All holes must be filled and reclaimed immediately prior to moving 
on to the next hole.

3. Geologic, geochemical/geophysical information (including but not limited to detailed sample site locations, 
areas disturbed by gravel pit testing, and sample results for each corresponding sample site) if collected for the 
tract will be provided to Minerals Management Bureau, TLMD MT-DNRC with a report on exploration activities. 
The lessee shall also concurrently provide GPS, GIS, or other data, detailed maps, and/or aerial photos 
associated with the associated permit to MMB. The licensee should advise the department if they consider this 
information confidential.

4. Testing will be limited to north of I-90 contained within section 35.

5. LHC, Inc. agrees to avoid and not disturb historic buildings, foundations, or other cultural features on this tract. 

6. Testing will be limited to occurring only under dry or frozen conditions, in order to prevent unnecessary 
impacts on soils. 

7. The permit holder agrees to avoid and not disturb historic buildings, foundations, or other cultural features on 
this tract. 

8. The proponent will seed disturbances with a Missoula Unit approved seed mix.

9. Any damages to fences incurred from testing will be repaired by the proponent.

10. The proponent shall be prohibited from carrying firearms while on duty.

11. Food, garbage, and other attractants will be stored in a bear-resistant manner.

12. Motorized public access will be restricted at all times on restricted roads that are opened with project 
activities. 
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