CHECKLIST ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

Project Name: H Bar O Farms Expired CRP Break
Proposed

Implementation Date: Spring 2026

Proponent: H Bar O Farms

Location: T24NR7E Section 33

County: Chouteau

Trust: Common Schools

I. TYPE AND PURPOSE OF ACTION

H Bar O Farms has requested to break roughly 371 acres of land that has been in CRP for 30 years. The CRP
contract is expiring and will not be renewed. H Bar O Farms plans to spray out and no-till farm the land to
mitigate erosion and soil damage. There is a large Cottonwood Grove located on these acres, created many
years ago by a flood. H Bar O is planning to avoid these acres with a buffer to keep the grove intact and usable
by many forms of wildlife. As stated above, the land has been in CRP for 30 years, but to continue that practice
would require a significant investment in reseeding, and the proponent has concluded it is more cost effective to
put the land back into small grain production.

Il. PROJECT DEVELOPMENT

1. PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT, AGENCIES, GROUPS OR INDIVIDUALS CONTACTED:
Provide a brief chronology of the scoping and ongoing involvement for this project.

Department of Natural Resources and Conservation (DNRC)
Northeastern Land Office (NELO)

Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks (FWP)

H Bar O Farms (Proponent)

2. OTHER GOVERNMENTAL AGENCIES WITH JURISDICTION, LIST OF PERMITS NEEDED:

The DNRC, and NELO have jurisdiction over this proposed project.

The proponent is responsible for performing all required actions to stay in conservation compliance with the
2018 Farm Bill and shall be in contact with the Chouteau County USDA offices.

DNRC is not aware of any other agencies with jurisdiction or other permits needed to complete this project

3. ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED:

Alternative A (No Action) — Under this alternative, the Department does not grant a break request for the area
of potential effect (APE).

Alternative B (the Proposed Action) — Under this alternative, the Department does grant a break request for
the APE.
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