PO. Box 622 + Terry, Montana 59349

Montana Grass Conservation Commission
Zoom Meeting Agenda
April 10", 2023 — 12:00 p.m. — 3:00 p.m.
Call to Order — Chairman, Richard Stuker

A. Minutes from Montana Grass Conservation Commission previous meeting
on December 215, 2023 in Terry. — Action Iltem  Public Comment
B. Elect Vice Chairman for the Montana Grass Conservation Commission —
Action Item Public Comment
Solicit Attorney General Opinion — Action ltem — Public Comment
D. Fink Transfers from Indian Butte Coop State Grazing District — Action ltem
Public Comment
E. Proposed Procurement qualifications for Montana Grass Conservation
Commission Projects — Action Item Public Comment
1. Uniform Policy Frame work for Counties and State Grazing Districts
2. TGA Reserved Grazing State Grazing Districts and Hearding Districts (Maps, Legal

Descriptions, and Purpose).
3. Demarcation of LU lands from Public Domain Lands (Maps, Description and

Purpose)

0

F. New lead person to represent Montana Grass Conservation Commission for
the Cooperative Agencies MOU’s — Action Item Public Comment
1. Development of the Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement and
Associated Resource Management Plan Amendments for Utility-Scale Solar
Energy Development on Public Lands.
2. Development of the Environmental Impact Statement for the Proposed
Amendment of Resource Management Plans for Greater Sage-Grouse

management.
3. Conduction and an environmental analysis and preparing an Environmental

Impact Statement to disclose the potential effects of updating the Federal
regulations for grazing, exclusive of Alaska.
G. Budget for Montana Grass Conservation Commission — Earmarked money —

Action Item Public Comment
H. Identify any New Legislative Issues — Action ltem Public Comment

Sandra K. Brown — Executive Secretary
P.O. Box 622 Terry, MT 59349 (406) 635-5868 pcgd@midrivers.com




. Evaluation Process for Montana Grass Conservation Commission Executive

Secretary. Public Comment
J. Montana Grass Conservation Commission Executive Secretary Report —

Public Comment
K. Public Comment or any other business that comes before the Montana

Grass Conservation Commission Board

Sandra K. Brown — Executive Secretary
P.O. Box 622 Terry, MT 59349 (406) 635-5868 pcgd@midrivers.com




MT Grass Conservation Commission
Box 622

Terry, MT 59349

Indian Butte CSGD
73530 Hwy 191 N
Roy, MT 59471

January 30, 2024

|EcEEp

Please consider the four enclosed Applications for Transfer of Grazing Preference and supporting
documentation. If approved, please send the approved Resolutions back to Indian Butte CSGD.

Thank you.
Cathy Whitney, Secretary

Indian Butte CSGD

Certified copies to:

Jeff Wilimore ﬁoyl MT
Kirk Donsbach @07- MT
Mark Robbins /70y MT
Phil Schuman reoy, M7

Rod McClure /?0/, MT

RobertE. Fink CusTen, /17

Peter Taylor Bozeman . T

Bureau of Land Management, Lewistown, Mt Office
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APPLICATION FOR TRANSFER OF GRAZING PREFERENCES
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/ obert £. FinK , as permittee, hereby makes application to \
“ transfer his preference in said State Grazing District based upon the ownership or control of R

dependent commensurate or commensurate property described as follows:
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to other property which is of sufficient commensurability and described as follows:
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Said permittee represents that he owns or has the control and use of the first described °
dependent commensurate or commensurate property and the preference attached thereto. And said
applicant represents such transfer will not interefere with the stability of the livestock operations or
with proper range management and will not effect adversely the established local economy, and
said transfer does not effect any owner or encumbrancer whose consent is necessary hereto, except
as herein stated. In any transfer of grazing preference from dependent commensurate or commen-
surate property controlled but not owned by the applicant, the applicant must have had control and
use of the dependent commensurate or commensurate property and the grazing preference appurte-
nant to the property for 5 consecutive years and must have established and maintained the live-
stock operation upon which the dependency was established by use or priority immediately prior

to the application for transfer.
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NOTICE OF TIME AND PLACE OF I:[EAR]NG
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Notice is hereby given that FKobect £. Fink of
Custer , Montana, as permittee under the undersigned

cooperative state grazing district, has made and presented his application to the board of said

district to allow his preference in said district which is based upon ownership or control of depen-

dent commensurate property described as follows:
g9 Preference. (RI0 BLM AVHs,
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to be transferred to other property of sufficient commensurability and described as follows:
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Now, therefore, pursuant to the direction of the board of the said grazing district, notice is hereby
given that the directors of the said grazing district willon _/-29-2024 at _ 7:00 PMin

Ro y Frre. Heall at Reoy , Montana, shall
fully hear and determine such application and the objections theretoflf any.
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PO. Box 622 + Terry, Montana 59349

AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING
STATE OF MONTANA )
) SS
__ County of Fﬁfjus ) _

The undersigned of said county, being duly sworn, says that he/she is the duly qualified

and acting Secretary of the _2/dian ARddle
Cooperative State Grazing District; that he/she is over the age of 21 years; thatonthe 974

day of _ _Januany ,2024 , he/she posted true and correct copies of the

notice hereto attached in three of the most public places within said grazing district, to-wit:

One of the said copies on the Ao }/ tost Ofties
one on the K oy G (D CAM - : and one on the

7 )
6S o0d , in said county.

Cathy whito

Secaéalry — Treasurr

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO BEFORE ME, THIS A ; DAY OF

d&morcul\) | ,20 94 :

TORI METCALF 4{ M_

NOTARY PUBLIC for the

| - n:'::e&m?‘";omm Notary.Public for thgtate of Montana

M Residing at Pk 0F the Yockes s, Montana

My Commission expires_[VIAYUA_ J\g 2027
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) RESOLUTION :
L
é The application of Ropert £. Fink , a permittee under the §
)_ Tndian LBulle. Cooperative State Grazing District, duly _(\

)
o
L/

presented to the Board of said District for the transfer of preferencas in said District from the lands
described as follows: &9 Areference, (210 HLM Adp's, /32 District Fernished Ayrs =
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Fergus County
to lands described as follows and which are of suﬂiment commensurability:
TooWN Raldp See 26SEY

N
\\;--.:--..:e-.‘..r.'c‘--
"
&7

\lgr:...'--.._
=

)

L
A

i—’«'gj“—" Coun“"y

7
1)
1]
5

\!

and the Secretary of the Board, pursuant to the direction thereof, has given notice of said applica-
tion and the time and place of hearing thereon as fixed by the Board, and a copy of said Notice,
having been given to the applicant and having been published once a week for two successive
weeks prior to such time and place of hearing in a newspaper published and generally circulated
within the District and said Notice having been posted at least two full weeks prior to said time
and place of hearing in three (3) public places within said District and the date of hearing being at
least fifteen (15) days from the first publication of said notice, and due hearing having been had
upon said application, and the same having been fully heard and determined and there being no

_ objections thereto except as follows:
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and the said application being found true, and there being no other owner or encumbrancer of the
dependent commensurate or commensurate property from which the said transfer is sought, the
said application is granted as applied for.

Dated: _ /-2 9..20.2% : Zndizn Bafle.
' Cooperative State Grazing District

/;/ Wém—u President
Mb/u LLJ-/L; In fuj/ Secretary
APPROVED: MONTANA GRASS CONSERVATION COMMISSION
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Date:

Chairman
Montana Grass Conservation Commission
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Objections and comments concerning Fink Applications to transfer grazing preference

Mark Robbins said the transfers will affect the control of livestock water in the West Indian Butte
Common Pasture. Indian Butte CSGD has water rights and development in West Indian Butte Common.
Mark Robbins said Indian Butte CSGD does not control all of the water rights in West indian Common.
Kirk Donsbach said if the livestock water is inadequate, Indian Butte CSGD can reduce livestock numbers
to utilize less water. The reduction would be on equal percentage and apply to all West Indian Butte
Common permittees. Deanna Robbins said the problem is distribution of water in order to use the
pasture properly. Indian Butte can adjust livestock numbers, but can’t control private water.

Kirk Donsbach asked to see the consents to transfer grazing preference signed by Mark and Deanna
Robbins and signed by Grant Munro. Mark Robbins objects to the consent to transfer signed by Mark
and Deanna Robbins. Peter Taylor asked how these transfers are different and why the consent to
transfer is not valid. Deanna Robbins asked if the Secretary had to accept new applications to transfer
preference for this Hearing. The Secretary affirmed that was true. Peter Taylor said the legal
descriptions were exactly the same as the previous transfer applications. Deanna Robbins said these are
new transfer applications. The Secretary previously contacted Attorney Bryant Martin to ask if we
needed to send the consents to transfer back to Mark and Deanna Robbins. Bryant Martin called the
Secretary and said the consents to transfer are still valid and don’t need to be sent back to the Robbins.
Mark Robbins objection only applies to the Mark and Deanna Robbins consent to transfer.

Peter Taylor said the consents to transfer are still valid. The previous Fink applications to transfer
were denied by the MT Grass Conservation Commission because of procedural violations, not the
substance or nature of the transfers.

Mark Robbins said these are new transfers and the Robbins consent to transfer does not apply to
these new transfers

Peter Taylor asked if Robbins had ever objected to the Fink permit in the past. Robbins have never
received a permit for the Fink permit. Robbins have never received a non-use permit for the Fink permit.

Mark Robbins objected to transfer #1A based on the water situation in West Indian Butte Common.
Mark Robbins objected the validity of the Robhins consent to transfer signed by Mark and Deanna
Robbins. Peter Taylor said that the livestock water situation in West Indian Butte Common is not specific
to this transfer. It is an issue that pertains to all grazing permittees in West Indian Butte Common.
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APPLICATION FOR TRANSFER OF GRAZING PREFERENCES
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fQ obert £. Fin K , as permittee, hereby makes application to
transfer his preference in said State Grazing District based upon the ownership or control of

dependent commensurate Or commensurate property described as follows:
/! Preferenc e (L disfrict Furnished AUM '5)
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Said permittee represents that he owns or has the control and use of the first described -
dependent commensurate or commensurate property and the preference attached thereto. And said
applicant represents such transfer will not interefere with the stability of the livestock operations or
with proper range management and will not effect adversely the established local economy, and
said transfer does not effect any owner or encumbrancer whose consent is necessary hereto, except
as herein stated. In any transfer of grazing preference from dependent commensurate or commen-
surate property controlled but not owned by the applicant, the applicant must have had control and
use of the dependent commensurate or commensurate property and the grazing preference appurte-
nant to the propertjf for 5 consecutive years and must have established and maintained the live-
stock operation upon which the dependency was established by use or priority immediately prior
to the application for transfer. ’
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NOTICE OF TIME AND PLACE OF HEARING
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i Notice is hereby given that Kobert E. Eink of
Custer » Montana, as permittee under the undersigned

cooperative state grazing district, has made and presented his application to the board of said

district to allow his preference in said district which is based upon ownership or control of depen-

dent commensurate property described as follows:
[l Prefecence. (42 district Fornished AUT 5)
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to be transferred to other property of sufficient commensurability and described as follows:
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Now, tﬁereforc, pursuant to the direction of the board of the said grazing district, notice is hereby

4 ‘?_
1} given that the directors of the said grazing district willon /-2%-.20.94 at 00 PMin Q
4 Rou Frre. Hall at apat/ , Montana, shall >

fully hear and dctenmne such application and the objections thereto 1f any.
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AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING

STATE OF MONTANA )
) SS
_ County of _/+ ergus ) 3

The undersigned of said county, being duly sworn, says that he/she is the duly qualified

and acting Secretary of the ,Z?Cff en Bl
Cooperative State Grazing District; that he/she is over the age of 21 years; that on the G#h -
day of Ja /] tm,r‘c/ ,205L Y he/she posted true and correct copies of the

notice hereto attached in three of the most public places within said grazing district, to-wit:

One of the said copies on the ﬁ o/(/ P o5t Offrice - :
one on the /‘<O Lf' 6 (el e,/e,L{ ; and one on the
6\5 (9 , in said county.

?77?1 (Wh Z;T e/

Sécretary — — Treasurer

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO BEFORE ME, THIS qn" DAY OF
o e 2024 .
TOR! METCALF *
NOTARY PUBLIC for the W "
N State of Montana J )
Rwﬂ'yn%ggg::g:"g#m““‘ Notary Public%r the State of Montana
/ res :
a6 2 Residing at E)QMIL of ﬁ(.L QDC/CI&S , Montana
My Commission expires /Wi o 20 37

o def it



2 A

P /] 7 f
LA 9 ) % ) /] (] £ f = e i
e AT =T~ — -..“\!;;\‘_:\___“_‘_\_ ‘&_ﬂama\\ﬁhﬁl/;:\:“/_wﬂj?ﬂf-ﬂlw,ﬁ\f’ T |;.

3 5

1
—
-
-
o= —

el —

[}

‘/'—-'—"‘\.u‘

)
/,

&7

The application of f\ﬂ phert £ Fink » a permittee under the

Trdian Budle. Cooperative State Grazing District, duly

presented to the Board of said District for the transfer of preferences in said D_]jtrict from the lands
described as follows: )/ Freference. (4a District Fornshed AyHs) yy
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to lands described as follows and which are of sufficient commensurability:
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and the Secretary of the Board, pursuant to the direction thereof, has given notice of said applica-
tion and the time and place of hearing thereon as fixed by the Board, and a copy of said Notice,
having been given to the applicant and having been published once a week for two successive
weeks prior to such time and place of hearing in a newspaper published and generally circulated
within the District and said Notice having been posted at least two full weeks prior to said time
and place of hearing in three (3) public places within said District and the date of hearing being at
least fifteen (15) days from the first publication of said notice, and due hearing having been had
upon said application, and the same having been fully heard and determined and there being no

_ Objections thereto except as follows:

See  offached

and the said application being found true, and there being no other owner or encumbrancer of the
dependent commensurate or commensurate property from which the said transfer is sought, the
said application is granted as applied for. ;

Dated: /-~ A 9‘9?00217/ - TIndian BoTl—
' Cooperative State Grazing District

By L2 7 / AIM"’M President
B 65‘3%-}/ ") J.»(Inez{?/ Secretary -

APPROVED: MONTANA GRASS CONSERVATION COMMISSION

[/
L)
S

&
e

L]
Iy

—

o

LS
=\

=N

\—T‘\-—:'.“\:“\;. ——

{}
£
!
5r
\

11
]
\!\“H:‘\:“-:;/_‘:.-—

e

.

S

W

n
M

e,

By ; Date:
Chairman
Montana Grass Conservation Commission
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Objections and comments concerning Fink Applications to transfer grazing preference

Mark Robbins said the transfers will affect the control of livestock water in the West Indian Butte
Common Pasture. Indian Butte CSGD has water rights and development in West indian Butte Common.
Mark Robbins said Indian Butte CSGD does not control all of the water rights in West indian Common.
Kirk Donsbach said if the livestock water is inadequate, Indian Butte CSGD can reduce livestock numbers
to utilize less water. The reduction would be on equal percentage and apply to all West Indian Butte
Common permittees. Deanna Robbins said the problem is distribution of water in order to use the
pasture properly. Indian Butte can adjust livestock numbers, but can’t control private water.

Kirk Donsbach asked to see the consents to transfer grazing preference signed by Mark and Deanna
Robbins and signed by Grant Munro. Mark Robbins objects to the consent to transfer signed by Mark
and Deanna Robbins. Peter Taylor asked how these transfers are different and why the consent to
transfer is not valid. Deanna Robbins asked if the Secretary had to accept new applications to transfer
preference for this Hearing. The Secretary affirmed that was true. Peter Taylor said the legal
descriptions were exactly the same as the previous transfer applications. Deanna Robbins said these are
new transfer applications. The Secretary previously contacted Attorney Bryant Martin to ask if we
needed to send the consents to transfer back to Mark and Deanna Robbins. Bryant Martin called the
Secretary and said the consents to transfer are still valid and don’t need to be sent back to the Robbins.
Mark Robbins objection only applies to the Mark and Deanna Robbins consent to transfer.

Peter Taylor said the consents to transfer are still valid. The previous Fink applications to transfer
were denied by the MT Grass Conservation Commission because of procedural violations, not the
substance or nature of the transfers.

Mark Robbins said these are new transfers and the Robbins consent to transfer does not apply to
these new transfers

Peter Taylor asked if Robbins had ever objected to the Fink permit in the past. Robbins have never
received a permit for the Fink permit. Robbins have never received a non-use permit for the Fink permit.

Mark Robbins objected to transfer #1A based on the water situation in West Indian Butte Common.
Mark Robbins objected the validity of the Robbins consent to transfer signed by Mark and Deanna
Robbins. Peter Taylor said that the livestock water situation in West Indian Butte Common is not specific
to this transfer. It is an issue that pertains to all grazing permittees in West Indian Butte Common.
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APPLICATION FOR TRANSFER OF GRAZING PREFERENCES

L/
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TO: I/K‘i/ an Bl Cooperative State Grazing District

oy

R 0 }/ , Montana

=

/‘? O.b er’ € FinK , as permittee, hereby makes application to
transfer his preference in said State Grazing District based upon the ownership or control of
dependent commensurate Or commensurate property described as follows:

89 Preterence (210 BLM AUMs, /132 disteiet Fornished AUM s
1300 RAVE Sec26 SEY Fecju_c, Couﬂ‘fy
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to other property which is of sufficient commensurability and described as follows:
719 W R23 £ Sec|7 SANEY, SQ Less Road
Sec 20 N2NL less Road /:‘e:\j s CoU/WL/
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Said permittee represents that he owns or has the control and use of the first described -
dependent commensurate or commensurate property and the preference attached thereto. And said
applicant represents such transfer will not interefere with the stability of the livestock operations or
with proper range management and will not effect adversely the established local economy, and
said transfer does not effect any owner or encumbrancer whose consent is necessary hereto, except
as herein stated. In any transfer of grazing preference from dependent commensurate or commen-
surate property controlled but not owned by the applicant, the applicant must have had control and
use of the dependent commensurate or commensurate property and the grazing preference appurte-
pant to the property for 5 consecutive years and must have established and maintained the live-
stock operation upon which the dependency was established by use or priority immediately prior
to the application for transfer.

Dated: IIL/ 1@/ ad 'QJMJ‘ £ f{;/;\

Applicant
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NOTICE OF TIME AND PLACE OF HEARING

Notice is hereby given that Robert & Fink of
Cu,der , Montana, as permittee under the undersigned

cooperative state grazing district, has made and presented his application to the board of said

district to allow his preference in said district which is based upon ownership or control of depen-

dent commensurate property described as follows: ) ~nished UM ;5)
29 Fre&rence_,(am BlM Aum's, 132 C{Lgfru,?" Fucnis ed A

Ta0N R23 & Sec 26 SE ¥ Ferju_s Coun+7

to be transferred to other property of sufficient commensurability and described as follows:
Ti8 ¥ R23E Sec |7 Sawey, SR less Roud
Sec 20 VAN less Road

Ferqus County

Now, therefore, pursuant to the direction of the board of the said grazing district, notice is hereby
given that the directors of the said grazing district will on /2292024 at _ 700 PMin

KGU Fire. HNall at /Qo od , Montana, shail
fully hear and det/enmne such application and the objections thereto if a{ny.

Indjan Butte.

Cooperative State
Grazing District

D ates [I-5-202¢ ‘By: &"f"/*;y WA L,/(,

—

Secretary
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STATE OF MONTANA

County of Fegr/ 4s

AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING

The undersigned of said county, being duly sworn, says that he/she is the duly qualified
and acting Secretary ofthe 7 ien Aille .

)
) SS

) -

day of _ Jesuany

Cooperative State Grazing District; that he/she is over the age of 21 years; that onthe @  °
,20 524 , he/she posted true and correct copies of the

notice hereto attached in three of the

One of the said copies on the

most public places within said grazing district, to-wit:

one on the Ro 9 6"‘OC€/W

R; ¥ 6757‘- Oﬁg'ce/ £

; and one on the

(15 0

, in said county.

Cathy &/WM

Secfetary Treasurér

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO BEFORE ME, THIS qh'\ DAY OF

20 24

\\CW\UMU\\

TORI METCALF
NOTARY PUBLIC for the
X Stata of Montana
§ Residing at Lewistown, Montana
¢y My Commission Expires
March 16, 2027

718

Notary lg/bllc for the State of Montana

Residing at [{Aumk of Ty Qodaes , Montana
My Commission expires n/ld}f&h )L/)' NN
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_ objections thereto except as follows:
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RESOLUTION

‘/:/E/—_/

=S

The application of Robert— £. Fink , a permittee under the
' TIndian  ABille Cooperative State Grazing District, duly

l,

presented to the Board of said District for the transfer of preferences in said District from the lands )
described as follows: 89 Freference. (200 Bem Aym's, /32 District Furnished AVMs

TR0 W R € See 2658 Ferus County

=

[]

to lands described as follows and which are of sufficient commensurability:
TI8N R23E Secl7 SANEY , S2 Léss Road

. 9 ;s Kead
Sec 20 N2 N Less A /fe::jc(:s Coum‘y

and the Secretary of the Board, pursuant to the direction thereof, has given notice of said applica-
tion and the time and place of hearing thereon as fixed by the Board, and a copy of said Notice,
having been given to the applicant and having been published once a week for two successive
weeks prior to such time and place of hearing in a newspaper published and generally circulated
within the District and said Notice having been posted at least two full weeks prior to said time
and place of hearing in three (3) public places within said District and the date of hearing being at
least fifteen (15) days from the first publication of said notice, and due hearing having been had
upon said application, and the same having been fully heard and determined and there being no
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and the said application being found true, and there being no other owner or encumbrancer of the
dependent commensurate or commensurate property from which the said transfer is sought, the
said application is granted as applied for.

Dated: )‘fQ ‘7L,L092‘f . ,Zﬂd/'a.h 6%

Cooperative State Grazing District

By / .,/ M/%W’-k' President
y €aj_}!}/ L(}/L(j’??_é}/ Secretary . ¢

APPROVED: MONTANA GRASS CONSERVATION COMMISSION
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Chairman
Montana Grass Conservation Commission
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Objections and comments concerning Fink Applications to transfer grazing preference

Mark Robbins said the transfers will affect the control of livestock water in the West Indian Butte
Common Pasture. Indian Butte CSGD has water rights and development in West Indian Butte Common.
Mark Robbins said Indian Butte CSGD does not control all of the water rights in West indian Common.
Kirk Donsbach said if the livestock water is inadequate, Indian Butte CSGD can reduce livestock numbers
to utilize less water. The reduction would be on equal percentage and apply to all West Indian Butte
Common permittees. Deanna Robbins said the problem is distribution of water in order to use the
pasture properly. indian Butte can adjust livestock numbers, but can’t control private water.

Kirk Donsbach asked to see the consents to transfer grazing preference signed by Mark and Deanna
Robbins and signed by Grant Munro. Mark Robbins objects to the consent to transfer signed by Mark
and Deanna Robbins. Peter Taylor asked how these transfers are different and why the consent to
transfer is not valid. Deanna Robbins asked if the Secretary had to accept new applications to transfer
preference for this Hearing. The Secretary affirmed that was true. Peter Taylor said the legal
descriptions were exactly the same as the previous transfer applications. Deanna Robbins said these are
new transfer applications. The Secretary previously contacted Attorney Bryant Martin to ask if we
needed to send the consents to transfer back to Mark and Deanna Robbins. Bryant Martin called the
Secretary and said the consents to transfer are still valid and don’t need to be sent back to the Robbins.
Mark Robbins objection only applies to the Mark and Deanna Robbins consent to transfer.

Peter Taylor said the consents to transfer are still valid. The previous Fink applications to transfer
were denied by the MT Grass Conservation Commission because of procedural violations, not the
substance or nature of the transfers.

Mark Robbins said these are new transfers and the Robbins consent to transfer does not apply to
these new transfers

Peter Taylor asked if Robbins had ever objected to the Fink permit in the past. Robbins have never
received a permit for the Fink permit. Robbins have never received a non-use permit for the Fink permit.

Mark Robbins objected to transfer #1A based on the water situation in West indian Butte Common.
Mark Robbins objected the validity of the Robbins consent to transfer signed by Mark and Deanna
Robbins. Peter Taylor said that the livestock water situation in West Indian Butte Common is not specific
to this transfer. It is an issue that pertains to all grazing permittees in West Indian Butte Common.
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APPLICATION FOR TRANSFER OF GRAZING PREFERENCES

,?' TO: ﬁfdhf«"} Bulle Cooperative State Grazing District X
{/ K [o1¥ , Montana ’ q
N 4 Y

—

R obert E£. Fink , as permittee, hereby makes application to
transfer his preference in said State Grazing District based upon the ownership or control of
dependent commensurate or commensurate property described as follows:

/| Preference. (42 district Fornis hed AuM S

\)
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T M RARE Sec 26 SeY Fer:ju_s Coun%y
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to other property which is of sufficient commensurability and described as follows:

N R34 E Seesl SEY Lot | ant .
G resd Va,ﬁej Subdivision V@#wgmc 7
ﬁOCUMw+#317l?l)

/'_‘,'....-’?
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Said permittee represents that he owns or has the control and use of the first described -
dependent commensurate or commensurate property and the preference attached thereto. And said
applicant represents such transfer will not interefere with the stability of the livestock operations or
with proper range management and will not effect adversely the established local economy, and
said transfer does not effect any owner or encumbrancer whose consent is necessary hereto, except
as herein stated. In any transfer of grazing preference from dependent commensurate or cormen-
surate property controlled but not owned by the applicant, the applicant must have had control and
use of the dependent commensurate or commensurate property and the grazing preference appurte-
nant to the property for 5 consecutive years and must have established and maintained the live-
stock operation upon which the dependency was established by use or priority immediately prior
to the application for transfer.

Dated: 11[ e |23 Q\Jﬂ.’—«j ? (u/\/(
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NOTICE OF TIME AND PLACE OF HEAR]NG

%
"!‘ T T——
’/"_‘/E../:./

Notice is hereby given that Kobert- £. Fink of
Uster , Montana, as permittee under the undersigned

cooperative state grazing district, has made and presented his application to the board of said

district to allow his preference in said district which is based upon ownership or control of depen-

.4\

S
— W

dent commensurate property described as follows: o
A /! Preference CQQ distric+ Cornished AUM5> ,%\
T20N RAAE Sec26 SEH FO;ijS [-0un.17 ‘b_

K*::f‘"\m:-n_.
‘/.':“\4
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to be transferred to other property of sufficient commensurability and described as follows:

Ty Ny RIIE S 3 SEY Lot |

Great L/a,l]ey Subdivision
-DOCUM@Y\T‘#“;B F? ja il

2
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Yollpwstone CounTy
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Now, therefore, pursuant to the direction of the board of the said grazing district, notice is hereby
given that the directors of the said grazing district willon /- 29-202Y at _ 7:09 PMin

~ Roy Fire Hall at Loy , Montana, shall
fully hear and datérmine such application and the objections thereto if a;Jy.
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Zndian  Bulfe
Cooperative State
Grazing District
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PO. Box 622 - Terry, Montana 59849

AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING

STATE OF MONTANA )
) SS
_ County of Fe Sfus ) B

The undersigned of said county, being duly sworn, says that he/she is the duly qualified
and acting Secretary of the Tnlian Blle
Cooperative State Grazing District; that he/she is over the age of 21 years; that onthe _#+4
day of Jondaiy ,20 =Y, he/she posted true and correct copies of the

notice hereto attached in three of the most public places within said grazing district, to-wit:

One of the said copies on the Iat o/t/ % ot OfFice

one on the sfﬂc 9’ C FU[EJ?/'-/ ; and one on the
65 O ( , in said county.

Gy Wity

St,(cretary — Treasurér

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO BEFORE ME, THIS QH‘-’ DAY OF

L}axx\)aXU\ | 20 34

TORIMETCALF /’;V]/\_j(
NOTARY PUBLIC for the < \

Res,dm:t:ﬁ:-:rs‘o;ﬁn:aonmna Notary Public for the State of Montana
y ires . 1 ~
W °,2;“m“‘,:‘:’é°’;§z? Residing at @ank. oF . Coddereq | Montana

My Commission expires fMarch No 2031
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RESOLUTION

LS
e

The application of Rober+ E. Fik , a permittee under the

Trdian Bulle Cooperative State Grazing District, duly
presented to the Board of said District for the transfer of preferences in said District from the lands
described as follows: /) Freference. (42 Disteret Fornished AVMS

TA0N RIALE Sec 26 SEY
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- to lands described as follows and which are of sufficient commensurability:

@.r‘eoj‘ \fﬂd]ey Subdwl.ﬁlor\ %gﬂga/,sf'anc (00/)7‘7
Docvmenit #317/9 Y
and the Secretary of the Board, pursuant to the direction thereof, has given notice of said applica-
tion and the time and place of hearing thereon as fixed by the Board, and a copy of said Notice,
having been given to the applicant and having been published once a week for two successive
weeks prior to such time and place of hearing in a newspaper published and generally circulated
within the District and said Notice having been posted at least two full weeks prior to said time
and place of hearing in three (3) public places within said District and the date of hearing being at
least fifteen (15) days from the first publication of said notice, and due hearing having been had
upon said application, and the same having been fully heard and determined and there being no
_objections thereto except as follows: '

See a?ﬂazdw@i

and the said application being found true, and there being no other owner or encumbrancer of the
dependent commensurate or commensurate property from which the said transfer is sought, the
said application is granted as applied for.

Dated: /.39 - &027 : Todian Badle .

Cooperative State Grazing District

By / [/[/%W President

eaj%/ﬂ/ C{JACZZq 2 Secretary

APPROVED: MONTANA GRASS CONSERVATION COMMISSION
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Chairman
Montana Grass Conservation Commission
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Objections and comments concerning Fink Applications to transfer grazing preference

Mark Robbins said the transfers will affect the control of livestock water in the West Indian Butte
Common Pasture. Indian Butte CSGD has water rights and development in West Indian Butte Common.
Mark Robbins said Indian Butte CSGD does not control all of the water rights in West Indian Common.
Kirk Donsbach said if the livestock water is inadequate, Indian Butte CSGD can reduce livestock numbers
to utilize less water. The reduction would be on equal percentage and apply to ail West Indian Butte
Common permittees. Deanna Robbins said the problem is distribution of water in order to use the
pasture properly. Indian Butte can adjust livestock numbers, but can’t contro! private water.

Kirk Donsbach asked to see the consents to transfer grazing preference signed by Mark and Deanna
Robbins and signed by Grant Munro. Mark Robbins objects to the consent to transfer signed by Mark
and Deanna Robbins. Peter Taylor asked how these transfers are different and why the consent to
transfer is not valid. Deanna Robbins asked if the Secretary had to accept new applications to transfer
preference for this Hearing. The Secretary affirmed that was true. Peter Taylor said the legal
descriptions were exactly the same as the previous transfer applications. Deanna Robbins said these are
new transfer applications. The Secretary previously contacted Attorney Bryant Martin to ask if we
needed to send the consents to transfer back to Mark and Deanna Robbins. Bryant Martin called the
Secretary and said the consents to transfer are still valid and don’t need to be sent back to the Robbins.
Mark Robbins objection only applies to the Mark and Deanna Robbins consent to transfer.

Peter Taylor said the consents to transfer are still valid. The previous Fink applications to transfer
were denied by the MT Grass Conservation Commission because of procedural violations, not the
substance or nature of the transfers.

Mark Robbins said these are new transfers and the Robbins consent to transfer does not apply to
these new transfers

Peter Taylor asked if Robbins had ever objected to the Fink permit in the past. Robbins have never
received a permit for the Fink permit. Robbins have never received a non-use permit for the Fink permit.

Mark Robbins objected to transfer #1A based on the water situation in West Indian Butte Common.
Mark Robbins objected the validity of the Robbins consent to transfer signed by Mark and Deanna
Robbins. Peter Taylor said that the livestock water situation in West Indian Butte Common is not specific
to this transfer. It is an issue that pertains to all grazing permittees in West Indian Butte Common.



Indian Butte Cooperative
State Grazing District
73530 Hwy 191 N

Roy, MT 59471

December 29, 2023

Bryant Martin

Lucas and Tonn Law Firm
513 Main St

Miles City, MT 59301

Dear Mr. Martin,

I am secretary of the Indian Butte Cooperative State Grazing District. I contacted youin
June 2023 with a grazing district question regarding transfer of preference by Robert E.
Fink. Indian Butte CSGD thanks you for your opinion and advice.

We are still struggling to get this transfer completed. Indian Butte CSGD Board of
Directors held a Hearing on October 16, 2023 and approved the transfers contingent to
Lonesome Ridge Ranch (Mark and Deanna Robbins) and Grant Munro (another new
owner of original base property) signing consents to transfer of grazing preference.
When these consents were received, Resolutions to Transfer were signed on October 31,
2023 by Jeff Willmore, President of Indian Butte CSGD and Cathy Whitney, Secretary.
These Resolutions, including all supporting documents, were submitted to the MT Grass
Conservation Commission for their approval. The transfers were not approved by the
MT Grass Conservation Commission.

Now we are preparing to start the process over with application, hearing, etc.

Deanna Robbins asked me to return the Lonesome Ridge Ranch Consent to Transfer of
Grazing Preference. She said it would no longer apply to a transfer of preference by
Robert E. Fink.

Indian Butte CSGD is asking you for your opinion. Is the Lonesome Ridge Ranch
Consent to Transfer still valid for our upcoming transfer hearing? Do we need to return
the Consent to Transfer to Mark and Deanna Robbins?

Thank you for advising us on this matter. g(
N
Thank you. My phone is 406-464-2296 q}’(\ X
&y
Sincerely, A %\\} »
’ Ay :
NUEECARN

Cathy Whitney, Secretary Indian Butte CSGD



is hereby given that

o Ot et
MONTANA GRASS CON-
SERVATION COMMISSION
NOTICE OF TIME AND
PLACE OF HEARING

Notice is hereby given that
Robert E Fink of Custer, Mon-
tana, as permittee under the
uhdersigned cooperative state
grazing district, has made and
presented his application to
the board of said district to
allow his preference in said
district which Is based upon
ownership or control of depen-
dent. commensurate property
described as follows:.

89 " Preference (210 BLM -

AUM’s, 132 District Furnished
AUM’s)

T20N R22E Sec22 SE4
Sec23 S2N2, S2. Sec 24
W2W2 Sec26 All

T21N R22E Sec26' S2 Sec3s

- All Fergus County

1o be transferred 1o other prop-
erty of sufficient commensura-
bility and described as follows:
T20N- R22E Sec26 SE4 Fer-
gus County :
Now, therefore, pursuant to
the  direction of the board of
id grazing district, notice
: en that the direc-
tors of the said grazi m istrict
will on 1-29-2024 at7:00 PM in
Roy Fire Hall at Roy, Montana,

i-shall fully hear and determine

jections thereto if any.
ndian Butte Cooperative State
Grazing District

Date: 1-5-2024

By: /s/ Cathy Whitney,
tary

(Publish: January 13, 17, 20 &

Secre-

24, 2024)

468551

MNAXLP

MONTANA GRASS CON-
SERVATION COMMISSION
NOTICE  OF TIME | AND
PLACE OF HEARING

Notice is_hereby given  that
Robert E Fink of Custer, Mon-
tana, as permittee under the
undersigned cooperative state
grazing district, has made and
presented his application to
the board of said' district to
allow, 'his preference’ in ‘said
district which is based Ilipon
ownership or control of depen-
dent ensurate. property
described as follows:

89 Preference (210) BLM
AUM's, 132 district furnished
AUM’s)

T20N R22E Sec?6 SE4 Fer-
gus County

to be transferred'to other prop-
erty of sufficient commensura-
bility and described as follows:
T18N R23E Sec17 S2NE4, S2
less road, Sec 20 N2N2 less

road Fergus County.

Now; therefore, pursuant to
the direction of the board of
the said grazing district, notice
Is hereby given that the direc-
tors of the said grazing district
willon 1-29-2024 at 7:00 PM in
Roy Fire Hall at Ray, Montana,

shall fully:hear and determine.
such' application and the ob:

mmumo:m..im.&a..a any..

ndian Butte Cooperative State
Grazing District

Date: 1-5-2024 )

By: /s/ Cathy Whitney, Secre-
tary 3
(Publish: January 13, 17, 20 &
24, 2024) .

468554

MNAXLP

MONTANA GRASS CON-
SERVATION COMMISSION
NOTICE: OF TIME AND
PLACE OF HEARING

Notice is hereby given that
Robert E Fink of Custer, Mon-
tana, as permitiee under the
undersigned cooperative state
grazing district, has made and:
presented his application! to
the board of said district to
allow his preference in said
district which is based upon
ownership or contro] of depen-
dent commensurate property
described as follows: .

11 Preference (42-district' fur-

nished AUM’s)
T20N R22E Sec26 SE4 Fer-
gus Couniy.

1o be transferred to other prop-

erty of sufficient commensura-
bility and described as follows:
T4N R34E Sec31 SE4 Lot {

“Yellowstone County
‘ Now, therefore, pursuant to
the direction: of the board of

the said grazing district, notice
is hereby given that the direc-
tors of the said grazing district
will on 1-29-2024 at 7:00 PM in
Roy Fire Hall:at Roy; Montana,
shall fully hear and determine
-such application ‘and the oh-
jections thereto if any.

Indian Butte Cooperative State
Grazing District

Date: 1-5-2024

By: /s/ Cathy Whitney, Secre-
tary

(Publish: January 13, 17, 20 &
24, 2024)

468546

MNAXLP

MONTANA GRASS CON-.
SERVATION COMMISSION
NOTICE OF TIME AND
PLACE OF HEARING

Notice is hereby' given that:
Rabert E Fink of Custer, Mon-
tana, as permittea under the
undersigned cooperative state
grazing district, has made and
presented his application to

e = AT R

board of said district to

the

allow his preference in said-

district which is based upon
ownership or centrol of depen-
dent commensurate property

‘described as follows:

11 Preference (42 district fur-

“nished AUM'’s)

T20N R22E Sec22 SE4 Sec23
82N2, S2 Sec 24 W2W2 Sec
26 All

T21N R22E Sec26 S2 Sec 35
All Fergus County

to be fransferred to other prop-
erty of sufficient commensura-
bility and described as follows:
T20N R22E Sec26 SE4 Fer
gus County

Now, therefore, pursuant to
the direction of the ‘board of
the said grazing district, notice
is hereby given that the direc-
tors of the said grazing distriot
will'on 1-29-2024 at 7:00 PM in

Roy Fire Hall at Roy, Montana, *

shall fully hear and determine
such applicaticn and the ob-
_mnm..oam thereto if any. ‘
ndian Bufte Cooperative State
Grazing District y
Date: 1:5-2024 ;
By: /s/ Cathy Whitney, Secre-
tary t
(Publish: January 13, 17, 20 &
24, 2024) -
468553 |
MNAXLP



