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Who are the Stakeholders?



RRG Stakeholder Group Goals

Clear
Clear and distinct grant 

programs

Simplify
Simplify grant applications 

and administration

Engage
Engage stakeholders to 

benefit statewide partners

Improve
Improve RRG Program 

transparency and 
accountability



RRG Stakeholder Group Schedule

Meeting 1 – RRG 
Program Plan 

Outline

Meeting 2 – RRG 
Program Plan 

(Draft)

30 Day Public 
Comment Period 
– RRG Program 

Plan (Draft)

Meeting 3 – RRG 
Program Plan 

(Final)



RRGL Stakeholder Process

Foundation – 
Laws & Rules

Framework – 
Program 
Outlines

Sideboards – 
Draft RRGL 

Program Plan

Finished 
Product – Final 
RRGL Program 

Plan





$6,305,000 
Infrastructure 
Project Grants

$2,560,000 
Irrigation Project 

Grants

$3,500,000 
Planning Grants

$2,500,000 
Nonpoint Source 
(NPS) Pollution 

Reduction Grants

$500,000 Irrigation 
Development 

Grants

$500,000 
Watershed Grants

$300,000 
Emergency Project 

Grants

$100,000 Private 
Grants

House Bill 6 Appropriations

https://leg.mt.gov/bills/2023/billpdf/HB0006.pdf


RRG Program Purpose & Objective

MCA 85-1-601 .. further the state's policies, set forth in 85-1-101, 
regarding the conservation, development, and beneficial use 
of water resources and to invest in renewable natural resource 
projects that will preserve for the citizens of Montana the 
economic and other benefits of the state's natural heritage.
MCA 85-1-602 .. to enhance Montana's renewable resources 
through projects that measurably conserve, develop, manage, 
or preserve resources.



WATER RESOURCES

• Optimum Beneficial Use and Not Wasted
• Secure Maximum Economic and Social Prosperity for Citizens
• Full Utilization, Conservation and Protection
• Efficient, Economic Distribution to ensure adequate supplies for Domestic, Industrial, 

Agricultural and other Beneficial Uses
• Adequate Public Recreation and Conservation of Wildlife and Aquatic Life
• …
• State Water Plan
• MCA 85-1-101

https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0850/chapter_0010/part_0010/section_0010/0850-0010-0010-0010.html


What are 
RENEWABLE 
RESOURCES?

Sustainable natural resource including: 
Water | Wind | Renewable Energy | Soil | Wetlands | 
Crop Land | Fish and Aquatic Habitat | Wildlife 
Habitat | Range Land | Forests



What is CONSERVATION?
"Conservation" means the promotion of efficient 
and/or sustainable use of a renewable resource.



What does DEVELOPMENT mean?
"Development" means a new beneficial and sustainable use 

of a renewable resource.



What is 
MANAGEMENT?

"Management" 
means activities that 
improve governing 
entities' ability to 
control and 
administer a 
renewable resource.



PRESERVATION? 

"Preservation" 
means the protection 
of a renewable 
resource from 
pollution, destruction, 
or neglect.



PUBLIC BENEFITS?

A benefit that accrues to 
the common well-being, 
safety, health, or welfare 
of the citizens of Montana 
from a renewable 
resource project including, 
but not limited to the 
benefits that accrue to an 
applicant.



Local Government
Department

Agency

Board

Commission

City

County

Other Local Government

Regional Water Authority

Tribal Government

MCA 85-1-605

https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0850/chapter_0010/part_0060/section_0050/0850-0010-0060-0050.html


Local Government Grants - 
Ranking
Renewable Resource Benefits

Public Benefits

State Water Plan

Human Health of Safety

Financial Feasibility

Technical Feasibility

X Past Management Problems

X Adverse Environmental Impacts



Private Person
• Individual
• Association
• Partnership
• Corporation
• Other non-governmental entity
• ARM 36.17.607

https://rules.mt.gov/gateway/ruleno.asp?RN=36%2E17%2E607


Private Grants
• Maximum Grant = 50% of the total project cost 

(MCA 85-1-614) 
• Water-related project constructed, developed 

and operated in Montana (MCA 85-1-609)
• Economically Feasible
• Efficient Use of Natural Resource (minimizes 

waste)
• Multipurpose facilities
• Comply with statutory and regulatory standards
• Public Benefits
• Applicant has adequate resources to construct, 

operate and maintain project
• Holds necessary lands and water rights

https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0850/chapter_0010/part_0060/section_0140/0850-0010-0060-0140.html
https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0850/chapter_0010/part_0060/section_0090/0850-0010-0060-0090.html


Private Grants - Ranking
• Public Benefits
• Family Farm (owned and operated by a Montana 

family)

• Reserved Water
• Geographic Balance
• Effectively use water resources and promote 

conservation

• Financial Need – projects that can not be 
accomplished without grant

• MCA 85-1-610

https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0850/chapter_0010/part_0060/section_0100/0850-0010-0060-0100.html


Infrastructure Project Grants
$6,305,000 

Projects that conserve, manage, develop or protect Montana's 
renewable resources.



Irrigation Project Grants $2,560,000 
 

Projects that conserve, manage, develop or protect Montana's renewable 
resources.



Planning Grants 
$3,500,000

• Funding for professional and 
technical services necessary 
to produce a high-quality 
RRGL project grant 
application.



Irrigation 
Development 
Grants $500,000
• Projects that increase the 

value of irrigated crops while 
preserving natural resources 
and the environment for 
future generations.



Watershed 
Management 
Grants $500,000

Funding for watershed related planning 
and management activities.



Emergency 
Project Grants 
$300,000
• Grants are available for 

emergency projects that pose 
an immediate threat to the 
beneficial management of a 
renewable resource and, if 
delayed, will cause 
substantial damage or legal 
liability.



Private Grants

• The renewable resource 
grants to private entities are 
available for any water-related 
project. They promote the 
conservation, development, 
and beneficial use of 
Montana’s water resources to 
secure maximum economic 
and social prosperity for its 
citizens.



NEW!  Nonpoint Source Pollution Reduction Grants $2,500,000 



What is 
Nonpoint 

Source 
Pollution?



DEQ 319 
Projects
Match
• Est. $2,000,000 in DEQ 

319 grant funds 
• DEQ requires 40% non-

federal match



Municipal Sewer 
Connections

Eliminate Septic Systems



Nonpoint Source Pollution Reduction Projects



BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES



Clear and Distinct





Renewable Resource 
Grants

• RRG Project - 
Infrastructure

• RRG Project – Irrigation
• Planning
• Emergency
• Watershed
• Irrigation Development
• Private
• Nonpoint Source 

Pollution Reduction

Reclamation 
Development Grants

• RDG Project
• RDG Planning



Project Grants - Implementation

RRG Project

Infrastructure

Drinking 
Water Wastewater Stormwater

Irrigation Restoration Renewable 
Energy Studies



Planning Grants – Study, Planning and Design

RRG Planning

Infrastructure

CIP, PER or 
Tech Memo

Drinking 
Water Wastewater Stormwater

Irrigation

PER or Tech 
Memo

Feasibility 
Study

Restoration

Watershed 
Restoration 

Plans

Nonpoint 
Source 

Project Plans

Renewable 
Energy

Feasibility 
Studies Design Plans



Emergency Grants

RRG 
Emergency

Infrastructure 
Repairs

Irrigation 
Repairs

Emergency 
Restoration



Private Grants

RRG Private

Septic 
Upgrade

Septic 
Replacement

Other Water 
Development 



Irrigation Development Grants

Irrigation 
Development 

Grants

Upgrade or 
Replacement

Planning or 
Design

New 
Development



Nonpoint Source and Watershed

Watershed 
Management 

Grants

Watershed 
Group 

Formation

Watershed 
Group Strategic 

Planning

Watershed 
Group Strategic 

Initiative 



Nonpoint Source Pollution Reduction 
Grants

RRG NPS Grants

Municipal 
Connections to 
Eliminate Septic 

Systems

DEQ 319 Project 
Match

Restoration 
Projects – NPS



Reclamation Development Grants
“Crucial State Need”

RDG Planning 
Grants

Drought Plans Drought Project 
Plans

CMZ Maps and 
Planning

High Hazard 
Dams* – 

Assessments and 
Studies

RDG Project Grants

Drought Projects High Hazard Dam* 
Repair



Stakeholder 
Questions or 
Comments



Public Questions or Comments

PUBLIC COMMENTS CAN BE 
SUBMITTED AT ANY TIME TO 

DNRCGRANTS@MT.GOV

PUBLIC COMMENTS RECEIVED 
DURING THE ZOOM WEBINAR WILL 

BE COMPILED AND INCLUDED IN THE 
DRAFT RRG PROGRAM PLAN

THANK YOU!

mailto:dnrcgrants@mt.gov


Breakout Sessions



Zoom 
Links

Morning - 
Infrastructure 
Breakout -Reconvene

Register in advance for this webinar: 
https://mt-
gov.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_YuoL
r4CRQ6Se96TPyn33vw After registering, 
you will receive a confirmation email 
containing information about joining the 
webinar.

Irrigation Breakout Please click the link below to join the 
webinar: https://mt-
gov.zoom.us/j/89732422127?pwd=UkNya
FVVM3pLVG9QM0hRZ2xuZ0Q1Zz09  
Passcode: 251887

Nonpoint Source / 
Watershed Breakout

Please click the link below to join the 
webinar: https://mt-
gov.zoom.us/j/88443503717?pwd=RGN4S
HVEK21YYXh1MWVLS3YyQk9xUT09 [mt-
gov.zoom.us] Passcode: 265310

https://mt-gov.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_YuoLr4CRQ6Se96TPyn33vw
https://mt-gov.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_YuoLr4CRQ6Se96TPyn33vw
https://mt-gov.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_YuoLr4CRQ6Se96TPyn33vw
https://mt-gov.zoom.us/j/89732422127?pwd=UkNyaFVVM3pLVG9QM0hRZ2xuZ0Q1Zz09
https://mt-gov.zoom.us/j/89732422127?pwd=UkNyaFVVM3pLVG9QM0hRZ2xuZ0Q1Zz09
https://mt-gov.zoom.us/j/89732422127?pwd=UkNyaFVVM3pLVG9QM0hRZ2xuZ0Q1Zz09
https://mt-gov.zoom.us/j/88443503717?pwd=RGN4SHVEK21YYXh1MWVLS3YyQk9xUT09%20%5bmt-gov.zoom.us%5d
https://mt-gov.zoom.us/j/88443503717?pwd=RGN4SHVEK21YYXh1MWVLS3YyQk9xUT09%20%5bmt-gov.zoom.us%5d
https://mt-gov.zoom.us/j/88443503717?pwd=RGN4SHVEK21YYXh1MWVLS3YyQk9xUT09%20%5bmt-gov.zoom.us%5d
https://mt-gov.zoom.us/j/88443503717?pwd=RGN4SHVEK21YYXh1MWVLS3YyQk9xUT09%20%5bmt-gov.zoom.us%5d


Infrastructure Breakout

RRG Project Grants
RRG Planning Grants

RRG Emergency Grants

Review Program Outlines

Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities
How can we simplify applications?
How can we simplify the grant administration?



Irrigation Breakout

RRG Project Grants
RRG Planning Grants

Irrigation Development Grants
Review Program Outlines
Strengths, Weaknesses, 

Opportunities
How can we simplify applications?
How can we simplify the grant 

administration?



NPS / Watershed

Nonpoint Source Grants
Watershed Management Grants

Private Grants
Review Program Outlines
Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities

How can we simplify applications?
How can we simplify the grant 

administration?



Renewable 
Resource 
Grant 
Stakeholder 
Group
Reconvene
Next Meeting
Thank you!
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