Digital Accessibility & 508 Compliance 
Information and Resources
What the law requires
· Title II of the ADA now has a specific rule requiring all state and local governments, including conservation districts, to make web content and mobile apps accessible.
· The rule adopts WCAG 2.1 A and AA[footnoteRef:1] as the technical standard for accessibility of websites, online documents, forms, and apps. [1:  “WCAG” (Web Content Accessibility Guidelines) is an international standard created by the World Wide Web Consortium (W3C) for making web content accessible.
“2.1” is the version of those guidelines, which adds requirements for mobile use, low vision, and cognitive/learning disabilities on top of the older WCAG 2.0.
“Level AA” is the middle “strength” level of the standard: to be WCAG 2.1 AA conformant, a site must meet all Level A and all Level AA success criteria (things like color contrast, keyboard access, alt text, headings, accessible forms, captions, etc.)] 

· State and local governments generally must meet WCAG 2.1 Level AA for their web content and mobile apps.
· That means, in practice, your digital services are considered compliant with the rule if they conform to WCAG 2.1 A and AA success criteria.

Deadline for conservation districts
· Compliance for state governments is April 24, 2026.
· Compliance deadline for conservation districts is April 26, 2027.
· After this date, you must stay in compliance on an ongoing basis as you add or update web content and apps.
· Noncompliance can lead to DOJ enforcement, federal investigations, settlement agreements, and private complaints under ADA Title II.

High-level action plan leading up to April 26, 2027
1. Adopt WCAG 2.1 AA as your standard as the standard you will follow for your website, web apps, online forms, and mobile apps. Reference this standard in your internal policy and in a public accessibility statement on your main website.
2. Inventory what you must fix
3. Run an initial accessibility check using automated tools and checklists
4. Train up and integrate accessibility into workflows
5. Monitor and keep improving

Key resources and training tools
ADA.gov – https://www.ada.gov/resources/web-guidance/
Fact Sheet: New Rule on the Accessibility of Web Content and Mobile Apps
· Plainlanguage summary of the rule, including the April 26, 2027 date for special district governments.
State and Local Governments: First Steps Toward Complying with the Web Rule
· Stepbystep guidance, including a specific section explaining that special district governments must comply by April 2027.
Section508.gov – main federal hub
Section 508: What is It and Why Is It Important? - Overview: A 60‑minute, web‑based, self‑paced introductory training on Section 508 and accessible information and communication technology (ICT). It explains what Section 508 is, why it matters, basic responsibilities, and available resources.
Online Training Courses: Self-paces courses, Trainings Tools & Events
Introduction to the Accessibility Requirements Tool (ART) | Section508.gov
Create Accessible Digital Products | Section508.gov

Accessible Documents: Word, PowerPoint, and Excel Training Resources:
Best Practices: Microsoft Word & Accessibility Best Practices | Section508.gov
MS Word: Documents Training Videos | Section508.gov
Accessibility Checklist for Word:  MSWord2016-Printable-Accessiblility-Checklist.docx
PowerPoint: Presentations Training Videos | Section508.gov
Create Power Point Templates: Creating PowerPoint Templates | Section508.gov
Excel: Spreadsheets Training Videos | Section508.gov
Adobe Acrobat: PDF Training Videos | Section508.gov
