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Funding for the operations and conservation activities of each district comes from 

a mill levied on real property with in the boundaries of the district.

• The mill levied revenue is based on the prior year.  It is a floating mill which 

means your total revenue should not go down.  You mill may float up or 

down itself, and total revenue should actually increase each year due to a 

small inflation factor added on. 

• The annual CD millage varies from +$2,300 in less populated counties to 

over $100,000 In counties with a greater population.  

• In most cases, funding is inadequate to meet the goals of districts, so they 

rely heavily on grants and other creative funding sources. 

• Administrative Grant: In FY19, 36 out of 58 CD’s applied for admin grants

o Cumulatively, a total shortfall of $+775,878

o Requested $+679,574

o Available funds $450,000 

o Target amount awarded was to get all CD’s to a operating level of +31,500

(this is CD mill levy income plus admin grant)

o The budget that you develop can also be used when you submit your budget 

estimate to the county the first week in July.

Background



Purpose:   Provide funding for CD’s to cover basic 

operating expenses such as:  

• Administrative Wages (benefits & taxes)
• Health Stipends 
• Office Supplies, Postage
• Communications (phone, internet)
• Insurance
• Travel (administrator and/or supervisor)
• Utilities

• Equipment (computer, cameras, etc)  Request separately

Not Eligible:
MACD Dues
Food for workshops etc.



Eligibility:    CD’s with mill levy’s that don’t cover 
all operating expenses, and their estimated budget 
shows a shortfall.   
• Have levied the maximum mill levy allowed for FY20; 
• Have a need for additional funds for general operation of 

the conservation district; 
• Report budget expenses from FY19.  

What we hope for in FY20 (tentative at this time)
• Estimate $450,000 for Administrative Grants (this is 

contingent on getting OTO funds back)

• Hope to keep at last years operating level 
+$31,500

• 310 Revenue…    at this time, since the legislature is 
still in, and the final budget has not been approved, I 
can’t give you a potential dollar figure yet..



Application Process:Identifying your Assets



Permissive Levy Balance



FY18 Carry Over 



Considering Actual and Projected Income



Considering Admin Fee Income



Considering Actual and Projected Expenses



Shortfall vs no shortfall



Signature required



Application Process Cont’d:



Mill Levy Verification Form



FY19 Tentative schedule:
May 3:   Applications due back to me
May 17:  Proposed allocations approved/modified by RCAC
June 20: Estimated date of when contracts are sent out 
July 1:    Start paying out contracts that have been signed 
(however, this is always slow due to our state fiscal year end)



Q&A’s: questions and answers will be added as a separate pdf after 

the webinar, and posted to the DNRC website for future reference:

http://dnrc.mt.gov/divisions/cardd/conservation-districts/training-and-
information

Thank you for listening in.   Please direct questions to:
Karl Christians
DNRC CDB
444-3022
kchristians@mt.gov
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