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Why is this Necessary?
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DNRC Administrative Rules (MC A Title 

75, Chapter 1; AR M 36.2.523).
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DNRC requires compliance with the 
Montana Environmental Policy Act 

(MEPA) per state law and associated 
DNRC Administrative Rules (MC A Title 

75, Chapter 1; AR M 36.2.523).

"says that Montana should continue to be a wonderful
place to live and that development of its resources should be
done in such a manner that quality of life will be assured to

those who follow".



Why is this Necessary?

MEPA requires state agencies to prepare a detailed statement on any project, program, or 

activity directly undertaken by the agency; a project or activity supported 
through a contract, grant, subsidy, loan or other form of funding 
assistance from the agency; and a project or activity involving the issuance of a 
lease, permit, license, certificate, or other entitlement for use or permission by the agency 

(MCA Title 75, Chapter 1).
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How?

- Helps a State agency determine level of 
environmental impacts for a given project

- All projects with environmental impacts 
are subject to MEPA review

- A MEPA decision must be finalized by 
the DNRC before activities triggering 

environmental impacts start.

- Projects cannot go to 
construction without the 

final decision notice.
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EMERGENCIES ADOPTION – OTHER 
REGULATORY AGENCIES
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‘No MEPA Needed’

Categorical 
Exclusion

Categorical Exclusion (Cat Ex/CE): a class of 
actions that an agency has determined, after 
sufficient legal review, do not individually or 
cumulatively have a significant effect on the 

human environment and for which, therefore, 
neither an environmental assessment nor an 
environmental impact statement is normally 

required.
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Categorical 
Exclusion

Categorical Exclusion (Cat Ex/CE): a class of 
actions that an agency has determined, after 
sufficient legal review, do not individually or 
cumulatively have a significant effect on the 

human environment and for which, therefore, 
neither an environmental assessment nor an 
environmental impact statement is normally 

required.

Use the Information Provided in 
the Environmental Checklist to 
Help Determine if a CATEX is 

Applicable!!
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When is a Checklist NOT Needed?
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Second Step – Impact Type

https://www.cleanwateraction.org/fea
tures/cumulative-impacts-pollution



Environmental Checklist

http://dnrc.mt.gov/divisions/cardd/conservation-districts/the-310-law



Environmental Checklist



If Applicable – Some Items to Consider  PERMITS/EASEMENTS

• Proof of Water Right        

• DEQ-Specific Permits (i.e., MPDES, 318 Authorization – complete list 
found here: https://deq.mt.gov/Permitting)  

• DOT Encroachment Permits (Utilities Permitting Administration 
System (UPAS) | Montana Department of Transportation (MDT) 
(mt.gov))

• Floodplain (FEMA) permit/consultation (complete list of Floodplain 
Administrators found here: Contacts — Montana DNRC (mt.gov)

• Wetlands – Nationwide Section 404/consultation of U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers

https://deq.mt.gov/Permitting
https://www.mdt.mt.gov/upas/
http://dnrc.mt.gov/divisions/water/operations/floodplain-management/contacts


If Applicable – Some Items to Consider  Consultations/Comments

• Easements

• Endangered and/or Sensitive Species Consultation (i.e., comments 
from Montana Fish, Wildlife, and Parks and/or U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service)

• Historic or Archaeological Resources (i.e., Montana State Historic 
Preservation Office (SHPO), Tribal Historic Preservation Officer 
(THPO))
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Example –
Beaver Creek Restoration Project
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Help!

• Please fill out the checklist as complete as possible

• If applicable, please contact necessary agencies 
with specialized experience 

• We can help you fill out a checklist!

• Timelines so YOU are aware 
of what is happening on our 
end after we receive 
Checklist
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Timeline

Applicant 
submits 

checklist –
either with

application or 
after approval 

but prior to 
contracting

1)



Environmental Checklist and DNRC MEPA Decision Notice -
Timeline

Applicant 
submits 

checklist –
either with

application or 
after approval 

but prior to 
contracting

1) 2)

DNRC Grant 
Manager Review 

Checklist with 
MEPA Coordinator 
for Completeness



Environmental Checklist and DNRC MEPA Decision Notice -
Timeline

Applicant 
submits 

checklist –
either with

application or 
after approval 

but prior to 
contracting

1) 2)

DNRC Grant 
Manager Review 

Checklist with 
MEPA Coordinator 
for Completeness

DNRC drafts 
relevant MEPA 

Decision Memo 

(**This Decision 
Memo needs to 

have a final 
approval before 

going to 
construction!**)

3)



Environmental Checklist and DNRC MEPA Decision Notice -
Timeline

Applicant 
submits 

checklist –
either with

application or 
after approval 

but prior to 
contracting

1) 2)

DNRC Grant 
Manager Review 

Checklist with 
MEPA Coordinator 
for Completeness

DNRC drafts 
relevant MEPA 

Decision Memo 

(**This Decision 
Memo needs to 

have a final 
approval before 

going to bid and/or 
construction!**)

3)



Environmental Checklist and DNRC MEPA Decision Notice -
Timeline

Applicant 
submits 

checklist –
either with

application or 
after approval 

but prior to 
contracting

1) 2)

DNRC Grant 
Manager Review 

Checklist with 
MEPA Coordinator 
for Completeness

DNRC drafts 
relevant MEPA 

Decision Memo 

(**This Decision 
Memo needs to 

have a final 
approval before 

going to bid and/or 
construction!**)

3)

DNRC Final MEPA 
Decision Memo 

(i.e., approved) – if 
EA, could be at 
minimum one 

month before Final 
Decision is 

complete - FYI

4)



Environmental Checklist and DNRC MEPA Decision Notice -
Timeline

Applicant 
submits 

checklist –
either with

application or 
after approval 

but prior to 
contracting

1) 2)

DNRC Grant 
Manager Review 

Checklist with 
MEPA Coordinator 
for Completeness

DNRC drafts 
relevant MEPA 

Decision Memo 

(**This Decision 
Memo needs to 

have a final 
approval before 

going to bid and/or 
construction!**)

3)

DNRC Final MEPA 
Decision Memo 

(i.e., approved) – if 
EA, could be at 
minimum one 

month before Final 
Decision is 

complete - FYI

4)

Project is 
ready for 

construction!

5)



Environmental Checklist and DNRC MEPA Decision Notice -
Timeline

Applicant 
submits 

checklist –
either with

application or 
after approval 

but prior to 
contracting

1) 2)

DNRC Grant 
Manager Review 

Checklist with 
MEPA Coordinator 
for Completeness

DNRC drafts 
relevant MEPA 

Decision Memo 

(**This Decision 
Memo needs to 

have a final 
approval before 

going to bid and/or 
construction!**)

3)

DNRC Final MEPA 
Decision Memo 

(i.e., approved) – if 
EA, could be at 
minimum one 

month before Final 
Decision is 

complete - FYI

4)

Project is 
ready for 

construction!

5)



Resources



List of 
Resources 
After 
Checklist

For any questions, please 
contact DNRC Grant 
Manager listed on grant 
application and/or 
agreement.



EXAMPLE DOCUMENTS

Please visit - Resources and Training — Montana DNRC 
(mt.gov) – here, you will find the following:

• Beaver Creek Environmental Checklist Example

• Example Environmental Assessment (to see how 
we use information provided in Checklist)

• Training Video – Steps Through Each ‘Resource’

http://dnrc.mt.gov/divisions/cardd/resource-development/resources-and-training


Questions?

Thank you!

Demi Blythe

406-444-6619

Demitra.Blythe@mt.gov
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