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0921-1 Timber Sale: West Coal

Location: Flathead County
Sections 18, 19, 20, 21, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32 and 33 T34N R21W

Trust Beneficiaries: Montana State University 2nd Grant, Public Buildings,
Eastern College-Montana State University/Western College-
University of Montana, Montana Tech and School for the
Deaf and Blind

Trust Revenue: $740,392 (estimated, minimum bid)

Item Summary

Location: The West Coal Timber Sale is located approximately 26 miles north of Columbia
Falls, MT.

Size and Scope: The sale includes 28 harvest units (551 acres) of tractor (236 acres) and
skyline logging (315 acres).

Volume: The estimated harvest volume is 33,351 tons (5.6 MMBF) of sawlogs.

Estimated Return: The minimum bid is $22.20 per ton, which would generate approximately
$740,392 for the MSU 2" Grant, Public Buildings, Eastern College-MSU/Western College-
University of Montana, Montana Tech and the School for the Deaf and Blind Trusts and
approximately $165,754.47 in Forest Improvement fees.

Prescription: This sale has the following harvest prescriptions: Seedtree with reserves,
shelterwood, clear cut with reserves, overstory removal, and commercial thins. These
treatments have been designed to improve residual stand health, replace stands with poor
growth and vigor, and reduce future fuel load while regenerating stands.

Road Construction/Maintenance: The Department of Natural Resources and Conservation
(DNRC) is proposing 3.2 miles of new temporary road construction and 26.1 miles of road
maintenance.

Access: Access is obtained through the County maintained North Fork Road and U.S. Forest
Service cost-share roads. (Big Creek Road, Coal Creek Road, Cyclone Ridge Road, and Dead
Horse Road).

Public Comments: Two individuals and one conservation group provided comments on the
proposed timber sale. One individual was in support of the proposed timber sale. One individual
and a conservation group expressed concerns about wildlife, fisheries, old-growth, noxious
weeds, and compliance with the Department’s Habitat Conservation Plan. Responses to these
concerns were provided by the Department and analyzed, where applicable, in the EA. All
internal and external issues and concerns were analyzed for effects with mitigation measures
incorporated into project planning and design.

DNRC Recommendation

The director recommends the Land Board direct DNRC to sell the West Coal Timber Sale.
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Project Name: West Coal
Timber Sale

Sections: 18,19, 20, 21, 28,
29, 30, 31,32, & 33
Township: 34N

Range: 21W

County: Flathead
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