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AGENDA 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF LAND COMMISSIONERS 

March 16, 2020, at 9:00 a.m. 
State Capitol, Room 303 

Helena, MT 
 
ACTION ITEMS 
 
  
0320-1 Timber Sales  
 A. Belmont Buzz  
 Benefits: Common Schools  
 Location: Missoula County  
 B. Boyle Lake 2020  
 Benefits: State Normal School 
 Location: Flathead County  
 C. Green Woods  
 Benefits: Common Schools and Pine Hills   
 Location: Lewis and Clark County  
 D. West Fork Blacktail II  
 Benefits: Common Schools   
 Location: Beaverhead County  
    
0320-2 Oil and Gas Lease Sale: March 3, 2020  
 Benefits: Common Schools, Capitol Buildings 
 Location: Big Horn, Liberty, Pondera, Sheridan, Stillwater, and Toole Counties   
 
0320-3 Land Banking Parcel: Final Approval for Sale   
 Benefits: Common Schools 
 Location: Custer and Rosebud Counties 
 
0320-4 Land Acquisition: Approval for Purchase  
 Benefits: Common Schools, Public Buildings 
 Location: Sanders County  
  
0320-5 Easements 
 A. Standard Grant  
 Benefits: Common Schools, Public Land Trust – Nav. River  
 Location: Carbon, Dawson, Fallon, Gallatin, Hill, Madison, Powell, Prairie, and Wibaux Counties 
 B. Foys Canyon: Reciprocal Access Agreement- Application No. 18856  
 Benefits: Common Schools   
 Location: Flathead County     
 
   
 
PUBLIC COMMENT  

http://dnrc.mt.gov/LandBoard
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0320-4 
LAND ACQUISTION:  

APPROVAL FOR PURCHASE 
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0320-4 Land Acquisition: Approval for Purchase 

  Location:  Sanders County 

  Trust Benefits:  Common Schools, Public Buildings 

  Trust Revenue:  N/A 

Item Summary 

The Department of Natural Resources and Conservation (DNRC) has identified a potential land 
acquisition of approximately 1.63 acres in the Thompson River drainage in Sanders County. 

Proposed Acquisition: 
Seven (7) DNRC issued cabin site leases encroach on adjoining land owned by Weyerhaeuser 
Company (WEY).  These encroachments consist of improvements to the leases, including 
buildings, septic systems, access roads and water lines which have been in place for decades.  
The encroachments range from 0.03 acres to 0.67 acres in size.  DNRC has worked with WEY, 
and their predecessor, Plum Creek Timber, to identify and survey the specific areas of 
encroachment for the purpose of DNRC pursuing acquisition in fee title of these small acreages.  
WEY has agreed to grant easements for the access encroachments and waterline 
encroachments.  The total purchase price for this transaction is $26,007.30. 

The lands of WEY in the Thompson River drainage are mostly encumbered by a conservation 
easement held by Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks (DFWP).  DNRC and WEY worked 
with DFWP to limit the impact to the conservation easement and preserve certain rights retained 
by WEY associated with allowable building envelopes.  WEY agreed to include additional lands 
in the drainage in the conservation easement and DFWP agreed to amend the conservation 
easement and release the encroachment acreage from it so those parcels would be 
unencumbered.  This transaction was completed in November 2019. 

The DNRC is requesting approval to acquire these properties in fee title and incorporate them 
into the existing cabin site leases.  Purchase of these properties will cure the encroachment 
situation, ensure continued residential lease revenue and enable these leases to be included in 
the cabin site sales program. 

DNRC Recommendation: 

The director recommends approval of this acquisition. 
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Thompson River Cabin Encroachments 
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LEASE # 3050441 – Sec. 36, Twp. 25N, Rge. 27W 
 

 
 
 
LEASE # 3050489 & LEASE # 3051393 -Sec. 36, Twp. 24N, Rge. 27E 
 

 
 
 
Lease No. 3051220 – Sec. 16, Twp. 23N, Rge. 27W 
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Lease No. 3051394 – Sec. 26, Twp. 23N, Rge. 27W 
 

 
 
 
Lease # 3050484 – Sec. 6, Twp. 23N, Rge. 26W 
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Lease # 3051102 – Sec. 2, Twp. 22N, Rge. 27W 
 

 
 
 

0320-4





   

0320-5 
EASEMENTS:  
A. Standard Grant  

B. Foys Canyon: Reciprocal Access Agreement  
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0320-5A Easements 

Location:   Carbon, Dawson, Fallon, Gallatin, Hill, Madison, Powell, Prairie, 
 and Wibaux Counties 

Trust Benefits:     Common Schools, Public Land Trust – Nav. River 

Trust Revenue: Common Schools = $63,153 
 Public Land Trust = $855 

Item Table of Contents 

Applicant Right-of-Way Purpose Term Page(s) 
Hill County Electric Cooperative, Inc. Buried Electric Line Permanent 46-47 
Mid-Rivers Telephone Cooperative Buried Fiber-Optic Cable Permanent 48-54 
City of Deer Lodge Bridge Construction and 

Maintenance 
Permanent 55-56 

Chadwick Harrison Lee Carr & 
Penelope Carr 

Historic Private Access Road Permanent 57-58 

Town of Twin Bridges Buried Municipal Water Pipeline Permanent 59-60
Monte Blain Historic Private Access Road Permanent 61-62 
Mid-Rivers Telephone Cooperative Buried Fiber-Optic Cable Permanent 63-69 
City of Belgrade Buried Municipal Water & Sewer 

Pipelines 
Permanent 70-71 
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APPLICANTS AND RIGHTS OF WAY INFORMATION______________________________ 

Applicant: Hill County Electric Cooperative Inc. 
PO Box 2330 
Havre, MT 59501 

Application No.: 18847 
R/W Purpose:  a buried 7.2kV electrical distribution line 
Lessee Agreement: ok 
Acreage: 1.05 
Compensation: $1,155.00 
Legal Description: 20-foot strip through S2SE4, Sec. 16, Twp. 33N, Rge. 9E,

Hill County
Trust Beneficiary: Common Schools

Item Summary 

Hill County Electric Cooperative is requesting an easement for a buried electric distribution line 
to replace and upgrade their current facilities and services to the Rudyard Substation serving 
area in and around Rudyard Montana.  Alternate routes were explored, however the proximity to 
the existing county road provides easier accessibility for construction and maintenance.  

DNRC Recommendation 

The director recommends approval of the easement request by Hill County Electric Cooperative. 
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APPLICANTS AND RIGHTS OF WAY INFORMATION______________________________ 

Applicant: Mid-Rivers Telephone Cooperative 
PO Box 280 
Circle, MT 59215 

Application No.: 18848 
R/W Purpose:  a buried fiber optic cable 
Lessee Agreement: ok 
Acreage: 0.67 
Compensation: $402.00 
Legal Description: 16-foot strip through S2NW4, Sec. 28, Twp. 12N, Rge. 55E,

Prairie County
Trust Beneficiary: Common Schools

Item Summary 

Mid-Rivers Telephone Cooperative is proposing to install approximately 145 miles of new fiber 
optic cable in rural areas within Custer, Dawson, Fallon, Prairie and Wibaux Counties to provide 
enhanced capabilities for rural customers.  Four sections of Trust Land are impacted by this 
project with three of the sections being within sage grouse general habitat.  The proposed route 
is located along existing roads and previously disturbed ground on State Land and minimal 
impacts are expected.    Consultation with the Sage Grouse program has taken place and Mid-
Rivers has agreed to a mitigation plan for any impacts.  

 DNRC Recommendation 

The director recommends approval of this easement request for Mid-Rivers Telephone 
Cooperative. 
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APPLICANTS AND RIGHTS OF WAY INFORMATION______________________________ 

Applicant: Mid-Rivers Telephone Cooperative 
PO Box 280 
Circle, MT 59215 

Application No.: 18849 
R/W Purpose:  a buried fiber optic cable 
Lessee Agreement: ok 
Acreage: 1.89 
Compensation: $1,134.00 
Legal Description: 16-foot strip through S2SW4, NE4SW4, N2SE4, Sec. 16,

Twp. 12N, Rge. 57E, Wibaux County
Trust Beneficiary: Common Schools

Item Summary 

See page 48 for summary 

DNRC Recommendation 

See page 48 for recommendation 
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APPLICANTS AND RIGHTS OF WAY INFORMATION______________________________ 

Applicant: Mid-Rivers Telephone Cooperative 
PO Box 280 
Circle, MT 59215 

Application No.: 18850 
R/W Purpose:  a buried fiber optic cable 
Lessee Agreement: ok 
Acreage: 2.71 
Compensation: $1,626.00 
Legal Description: 16-foot strip through N2SW4, NW4SE4, S2NE4, NE4NE4,

Sec. 36, Twp. 13N, Rge. 54E, Prairie County
Trust Beneficiary: Common Schools

Item Summary 

See page 48 for summary 

DNRC Recommendation 

See page 48 for recommendation 
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APPLICANTS AND RIGHTS OF WAY INFORMATION______________________________ 

Applicant: Mid-Rivers Telephone Cooperative 
PO Box 280 
Circle, MT 59215 

Application No.: 18851 
R/W Purpose:  a buried fiber optic cable 
Lessee Agreement: ok 
Acreage: 0.17 
Compensation: $102.00 
Legal Description: 16-foot strip through SW4SW4, Sec. 36, Twp. 14N, Rge. 54E,

Dawson County
Trust Beneficiary: Common Schools

Item Summary 

See page 48 for summary 

DNRC Recommendation 

See page 48 for recommendation 
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APPLICANTS AND RIGHTS OF WAY INFORMATION______________________________ 

Applicant: City of Deer Lodge 
% Montana Department of Transportation 
PO Box 201001 
Helena, MT 59620-1001 

Application No.: 18852 
R/W Purpose:  highway bridge construction and maintenance, including  

occupancy by public utilities as defined in §69-4-101 MCA 
Lessee Agreement: N/A (navigable river) 
Acreage: 0.16 
Compensation: $697.00 
Legal Description: a tract of land across the Clark Fork River in SE4NW4, Sec. 4, 

Twp. 7N, Rge. 9W, Powell County 
Trust Beneficiary: Public Land Trust - Nav. River 

The Montana Department of Transportation (MDT) is proposing to remove the existing Conley 
Street Bridge in Deer Lodge and construct a new two-span, single lane concrete bridge within 
the same alignment.  The existing bridge is in poor condition and is not a candidate for 
rehabilitation.  Existing piers will be removed and replaced with a single pier, which will be 
located outside of the active channel.   An existing pedestrian path will be impacted with the 
new construction but will be rebuilt and potentially realigned to provide continued pedestrian 
traffic to Arrowstone Park.  This project is located within the Clark Fork River superfund site with 
adjacent soils contaminated with heavy metals.  Consultation with The Department of 
Environmental Quality (DEQ) has occurred and DEQ will haul and dispose of contaminated soil. 
This project is partially funded through the Treasure State Endowment Program.  

DNRC Recommendation 

The director recommends approval of this easement request by MDT for the City of Deer Lodge. 
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APPLICANTS AND RIGHTS OF WAY INFORMATION______________________________ 

Applicant: Chadwick Harrison Lee Carr & Penelope Carr 
PO Box 662 
Cowley, WY 82420 

Application No.: 18853 
R/W Purpose:  a private access road to a single-family residence and associated 

outbuildings and to conduct normal farming and ranching  
operations 

Lessee Agreement: N/A (Historic) 
Acreage: 0.84 
Compensation: $590.00 
Legal Description: 16-foot strip through N2NE4, SE4NE4, Sec. 36, Twp. 9S,

Rge. 25E, Carbon County
Trust Beneficiary: Common Schools

Item Summary 

Lee and Penelope Carr have made application for the use of an existing road to access a 
single-family residence and to conduct normal farming and ranching operations.  The road has 
been in place for many years and authorization for continued use is being requested pursuant to 
§77-1-130, MCA, which allows for recognition of such historic access.    The private property to
be accessed is described as:

• Sec. 21, Twp. 58N, Rge. 97W, Big Horn County, Wyoming
• Sec. 27, Twp. 58N, Rge. 97W, Big Horn County, Wyoming

DNRC Recommendation 

The director recommends approval of this historic easement request. 
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APPLICANTS AND RIGHTS OF WAY INFORMATION______________________________ 

Applicant: Town of Twin Bridges 
104 East 6th Avenue 
Twin Bridges, MT 59754 

Application No.: 18854 
R/W Purpose:  a buried municipal 12" water main line 
Lessee Agreement: N/A (navigable river) 
Acreage: 0.07 
Compensation: $158.00 
Legal Description: 30-foot strip across the Beaverhead River in SE4SW4, Sec. 27,

Twp. 3S, Rge. 6W, Madison County
Trust Beneficiary: Public Land Trust - Nav. River

Item Summary 

The City of Twin Bridges installed a new 12” municipal water main under the Beaverhead river 
pursuant to a Land Use License authorized by the Department.  This application is the follow-up 
to the license and will allow permanent authorization for the water line.  The existing water main 
that provided service to the Madison County fairgrounds was no longer functioning which 
jeopardized the annual County fair.  Prior to construction the Town received all required permits 
and adhered to the stipulations.  The pipeline was horizontally directional drilled to a depth of 
more than 6 feet below the river bed.   

DNRC Recommendation 

The director recommends approval of the City of Twin Bridges easement request. 
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APPLICANTS AND RIGHTS OF WAY INFORMATION______________________________ 

Applicant: Monte Blain 
279 Bellion Creek Rd. 
Joliet, MT 59041 

Application No.: 18855 
R/W Purpose:   a private access road to conduct normal farming and ranching 

operations 
Lessee Agreement: N/A (Historic) 
Acreage: 1.08 
Compensation: $1,300.00 
Legal Description: a 14-foot strip through NW4NE4 and a 14-foot strip through  

S2NE4, NE4SE4, Sec. 36,  
Twp. 3S, Rge. 22E, Carbon County 

Trust Beneficiary: Common Schools 

Item Summary 

Mr. Blain has made application for the use of an existing roads to conduct normal farming and 
ranching operations.  The road has been in place for many years and authorization for 
continued use is being requested pursuant to §77-1-130, MCA, which allows for recognition of 
such historic access.  The private property to be accessed is described as:  

• Government Lots 1 & 2, Sec. 31, Twp. 3S, Rge. 23E
• Government Lot 4, Sec. 30, Twp. 3S, Rge. 23E
• Government Lot 4, W2SE4, Sec. 25, Twp. 3S, Rge. 22E

DNRC Recommendation 

The director recommends approval of this historic easement request. 
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APPLICANTS AND RIGHTS OF WAY INFORMATION______________________________ 

Applicant: Mid-Rivers Telephone Cooperative 
PO Box 280 
Circle, MT 59215 

Application No.: 18857 
R/W Purpose:  a buried fiber optic cable 
Lessee Agreement: ok 
Acreage: 0.98 
Compensation: $588.00 
Legal Description: 16-foot strip through SW4NW4, N2SW4, Sec. 3,

Twp. 8N, Rge. 60E, Fallon County
Trust Beneficiary: Common Schools

Item Summary 

Mid-Rivers Telephone Cooperative is proposing to install approximately 122 miles of new fiber 
optic cable in the Baker exchange area to provide enhanced capabilities for rural customers.  
Four sections of Trust land are impacted by this project and lie within sage grouse general 
habitat, two of the sections are within 2 miles of an active lek.  The proposed route is located 
primarily along existing roads and previously disturbed ground on State Land and minimal 
impacts are expected.    Consultation with the Sage Grouse program has taken place and Mid-
Rivers has agreed to a mitigation plan for any impacts.  

 DNRC Recommendation 

The director recommends approval of this easement request for Mid-Rivers Telephone 
Cooperative. 
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APPLICANTS AND RIGHTS OF WAY INFORMATION______________________________ 

Applicant: Mid-Rivers Telephone Cooperative 
PO Box 280 
Circle, MT 59215 

Application No.: 18858 
R/W Purpose:  a buried fiber optic cable 
Lessee Agreement: ok 
Acreage: 1.96 
Compensation: $1,176.00 
Legal Description: 16-foot strip through S2S2, Sec. 16, Twp. 7N, Rge. 60E,

Fallon County
Trust Beneficiary: Common Schools

Item Summary 

See page 63 for summary 

DNRC Recommendation 

See page 63 for recommendation 
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APPLICANTS AND RIGHTS OF WAY INFORMATION______________________________ 

Applicant: Mid-Rivers Telephone Cooperative 
PO Box 280 
Circle, MT 59215 

Application No.: 18859 
R/W Purpose:  a buried fiber optic cable 
Lessee Agreement: ok 
Acreage: 0.72 
Compensation: $432.00 
Legal Description: a 16-foot strip through NE4NE4; two 16-foot strips through  

SW4NW4; a 16-foot strip through SW4NW4 & NW4SW4; and a 
16-foot strip through NW4SW4
Sec. 36, Twp. 7N, Rge. 60E, Fallon County

Trust Beneficiary: Common Schools

Item Summary 

See page 63 for summary 

DNRC Recommendation 

See page 63 for recommendation 
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APPLICANTS AND RIGHTS OF WAY INFORMATION______________________________ 

Applicant: Mid-Rivers Telephone Cooperative 
PO Box 280 
Circle, MT 59215 

Application No.: 18860 
R/W Purpose:  a buried fiber optic cable 
Lessee Agreement: ok 
Acreage: 1.83 
Compensation: $1,098.00 
Legal Description: 16-foot strip through E2SE4, SE4NE4, Sec. 36, Twp. 9N,

Rge. 58E, Fallon County
Trust Beneficiary: Common Schools

Item Summary 

See page 63 for summary 

DNRC Recommendation 

See page 63 for recommendation 
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APPLICANTS AND RIGHTS OF WAY INFORMATION______________________________ 

Applicant: City of Belgrade 
91 East Central Avenue 
Belgrade, MT 59714 

Application No.: 18861 
R/W Purpose:  a buried 8" municipal water main pipeline and two 24" buried 

municipal sewer main pipelines 
Lessee Agreement: N/A (Unleased) 
Acreage: 3.06 
Compensation: $53,550.00 
Legal Description: a 30-foot strip through SE4SW4, SW4SE4, NW4SE4 and a  

50-foot strip through SE4SE4, Sec. 36, Twp. 1N, Rge. 4E,
Gallatin County

Trust Beneficiary: Common Schools

Item Summary 

The City of Belgrade is upgrading and improving their water reclamation facility to accommodate 
growth within the City as well as the expansion of the Bozeman Yellowstone International 
Airport.  The existing system is outdated and nearing the end of its useful life.  The new 
pipelines will connect to existing mains and extend to new facility infrastructure.  Portions of the 
State Land impacted are currently under easement to the airport authority, who has been 
involved in the project planning and concurs with the proposal.  Having updated water and 
sewer facilities on the State Trust Land is also critical for potential development and the 
Department supports this request.   

DNRC Recommendation 

The director recommends approval of this easement request from the City of Belgrade. 
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