
2024 Water Supply Outlook (02/26/24)

DRAFT – Not Approved by CITT



Appendix 
3.5 Timeline

DRAFT – Not Approved by CITT



5

8-14 Day Outlook – Issued February 20, 2024
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Three Month Outlook – Mar-April -May 2024
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Forecasting – NRCS Basin Reports

7



10

DRAFT – Not Approved by CITT



11

DRAFT – Not Approved by CITT



12

DRAFT – Not Approved by CITT

Percentile:
• Percentile shows a value’s relative position 

in a dataset. 0 percentile indicates that the 
observed value is the lowest recorded 
value (for today’s date). 5 percentile is 
higher than 5% of all other observations. 

Median:
• The midpoint of an observed range of values 

(19.1 in). 

February 21, 2024
• The observed values across Flathead Basin 

Stations (13.8 in). 

% of Median:
• Percent of median compares a value to the 

median of the dataset, showing it’s relative 
position. 

• For the Flathead Basin 13.8 inches of SWE is 
73% of the median (13.8 inches / 19.1 inches = 
0.73).  

Snow Water Equivalent
• The amount of water the snowpack contains
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Notes:
• The determination of wet, dry, and normal years for the purposes of defining RDA, MEF, 

and TIF is based on <20, 20-80, and >80 percentile exceedance levels of natural 
streamflow for the Apr-Jul period (Appendix 3.7). 

• Stuart Mountain and Kraft Creek are in adjacent drainages. They are included for 
information purposes since they are near drainage divides. 

• Percentile indicates the relative position of a value in a dataset. 0th percentile indicates 
that the observed value is the lowest on record during the period of record for today’s 
date. The corresponding exceedance probability would be 100%. 

Moss Peak (78%)
Bisson Creek(79%)

Kraft Creek (68%)

North Fork Jocko (62%)

Stuart Mountain 57%)

Sleeping Woman 55%)

Bassoo Peak 78%)

Blacktail Mountain 66%)

Noisy Basin(96%)
Geographic Area Snotel Gage SWE (in) Median (in) % Median Percentile

North Fork Jocko 19.6 31.7 62% 0
Sleeping Woman 6.5 11.7 55% 0
Stuart Mountain 13.9 24.6 57% 0

Moss Peak 20.5 26.7 78% 11
Bisson Creek 5.6 7.1 79% 16
Kraft Creek 7.1 11.1 68% 2

Blacktail Mtn 6.2 9.2 66% 0
Bassoo Peak 4.5 5.8 78% 0

< 20%
Exceedence Probabilities: 20% - 80%

>80%

Jocko Area

Mission Area

Snow Water Equivalent for Local NRCS SNOTEL Network (2/21/2024)

Little Bitterroot Area
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2024 Water Supply Outlook Summary (02/26/24)

°Flathead Basin-Wide (74% Median) indicates below average snowpack conditions.

°Conditions have slightly improved since the January CITT meeting (64% Median SWE on 1/15/24).

°3 month outlooks do not signal a drastic improvement for temperature or precipitation.

°Pending Water Supply Forecasts will refine the outlook and inform water year determination.
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