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May 15, 2026 

 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF LAND COMMISSIONERS  

MINUTES 
 MAY 15, 2026, AT 9:00 A.M. 
STATE CAPITOL, ROOM 303 

HELENA, MT 
 

 
Members Present 
Greg Gianforte, Governor 
Susie Hedalen, Superintendent of Public Instruction 
Austin Knudsen, Attorney General 
James Brown, Commissioner of Securities and Insurance 
Christi Jacobsen, Secretary of State 
Brenda Johnson, Land Board Secretary 
 
Members Absent  
None 
 
Testifying Staff  
Amanda Kaster, DNRC Director 
Ryan Weiss, DNRC Trust Lands Deputy Administrator 
Parker Osterloh, Land Sections Supervisor 
 
Attachments 
Related Materials, Attachment 1 – Sign-in-Sheet 
Related Materials, Attachment 2 – Montana Land Exchange Policy 
Related Materials, Attachment 3 – Andrea Hastings Complaint 
Related Materials, Attachment 4 – Cross Four Ranch 
 
Call to Order   
00:00:05 Governor Gianforte called the meeting to order. 
 
Adopt Proposed Agenda 
00:00:40      Austin Knudsen, Attorney General, moved to approve the May agenda. The motion 

was seconded by Christi Jacobsen, Secretary of State and carried unanimously. 

Adopt Prior Months Meeting Minutes 
00:00:58 Austin Knudsen, Attorney General moved to approve the [Prior Month], minutes. The 

motion was seconded by Christi Jacobsen, Secretary of State and carried unanimously. 
 
Business Considered 
0526-1  Agriculture and Grazing Leases: Competitive Bid Hearings 
00:01:13 Amanda Kaster, DNRC Director, gave an overview of the item. 
 

A. Lease No. 10791 – Tyler Noll, et at. (Lessee)/Chad Follmer (Bidder) 
 

00:05:39   Christi Jacobsen, Secretary of State moved to approve item 0526-1A. The motion was 
seconded by Austin Knudsen, Attorney General. 
 
Board Discussion/Comments:  
00:05:48 Greg Gianforte, Governor 
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00:06:18 The motion to approve item 0526-1A carried unanimously. 
 

B. Lease No. 10590 – Allen Denzer, et al. (Lessee)/Z & Z Farms LLC (Bidder) 
 

Public Comment: N/A 
 
00:07:24 Christi Jacobsen, Secretary of State moved to approve item 0526-1B. The motion was 
seconded by Austin Knudsen, Attorney General, and carried unanimously. 
 

C. Lease No. 5183 – Kenneth Judisch (Lessee)/Anthony Nickol (Bidder) 
 

Public Comment:  
00:08:44 Anthony Nickol, High Bibber on State Lease 
 
00:10:26    Susie Hedalen, Superintendent of Public Instruction moved to approve item 0526-1C. 
The motion was seconded by Austin Knudsen, Attorney General. 

Board Discussion/Comments:  
00:10:36 Austin Knudsen, Attorney General 
00:10:51 Amanda Kaster, DNRC Director 
00:11:05 Parker Osterloh, Land Section Supervisor  
00:11:37 Austin Knudsen, Attorney General 
00:12:13 Greg Gianforte, Governor 
00:12:36 Parker Osterloh, Land Sections Supervisor  
 
00:12:58  The motion to approve item 0526-1C carried unanimously. 
 

D. Lease No. 1092 – Madison River Ranch Assoc. Inc (Lessee)/Andrea Hastings 
(Bidder) 

 
Public Comment:  
00:14:24 Andrea Hastings, High Bidder  
00:18:01 John Hastings, High Bidders Spouse  
00:19:01 Mark Juranek, Representative from the Madison River Ranch Assoc (Lessee) 
 
00:20:21 Susie Hedalen, Superintendent of Public Instruction moved to approve item 0526-1D. 

The motion was seconded by Austin Knudsen, Attorney General.  
 
Board Discussion/Comments:  
00:20:35 Austin Knudsen, Attorney General 
00:21:10 Amanda Kaster, DNRC Director 
00:22:53 Parker Osterloh, Land Section Supervisor  
00:23:52 Greg Gianforte, Governor 
00:24:02  Parker Osterloh, Land Section Supervisor  
00:24:29 Greg Gianforte, Governor 
00:24:36 Parker Osterloh, Land Sections Supervisor  
00:24:55 James Brown, Commissioner of Securities and Insurance 
00:29:50 Austin Knudsen, Attorney General 
00:30:16 Andrea Hastings, High Bidder 
00:30:38 Susie Hedalen, Superintendent of Public Instruction 
00:31:04 Andrea Hastings, High Bidder 
00:31:20 Amanda Kaster, DNRC Director 
00:31:39 Parker Osterloh, Land Sections Supervisor  
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00:32:15 Greg Gianforte, Governor 
00:32:42 Amanda Kaster, DNRC Director 
00:33:06 Parker Osterloh, Land Section Supervisor  
00:34:12 Greg Gianforte, Governor 
00:34:26 Parker Osterloh, Land Sections Supervisor  
00:34:38 Amanda Kaster, DNRC Director 
00:35:19 Austin Knudsen, Attorney General 
00:36:36    Susie Hedalen, Superintendent of Public Instruction 

00:38:16 The motion to approve item 0526-1D failed 1-4. 
 
00:38:28 James Brown, Commissioner of Securities and Insurance made a motion to reverse the 

vote of item 0526-1D and a new motion to approve the lease to the high bidder 
Andrea Hastings and was seconded by Austin Knudsen, Attorney General. 

Board Discussion/Comments: 
00:38:53 Amanda Kaster, DNRC Director 
00:38:59 James Brown, Commissioner of Securities and Insurance 
00:39:00 Amanda Kaster, DNRC Director 
00:39:04 James Brown, Commissioner of Securities and Insurance 
 
00:39:16    Susie Hedalen, Superintendent of Public Instruction made an amendment to have a 
stipulation that there is a plan in place for the sagebrush management. 

00:39:56 The motion to approve the amendment carried 4-1. 
 
0526-2  Easements  
00:40:26 Amanda Kaster, DNRC Director, gave an overview of the item. 
 
Public Comment: N/A 
 
00:41:09 Austin Knudsen, Attorney General moved to approve item 0526-2. The motion was 

seconded by Christi Jacobsen, Secretary of State and carried unanimously. 
 
Board Discussion/Comments: N/A 
 
0526-3  Request for Approval of Land Exchange Policy Update  
00:41:26 Amanda Kaster, DNRC Director, introduced agenda item 0526-3 and handed over to 

Commissioner Brown and his staff to give an outline of his agenda item. 
 
00:41:52 James Brown, Commissioner of Securities and Insurance  
00:42:38 Jack Connors, State Auditors Office, Chief Legal Counsel 
00:47:43 Greg Gianforte, Governor 
00:49:15 Ryan Weiss, DNRC Trust Lands Deputy Administrator 
 
Public Comment:  
00:51:09 Russell Fruits, Montana Chapter of Backcountry Hunters and Anglers. 
00:54:39 Steve Platt, Private Citizen   
00:55:00 Greg Gianforte, Governor  
00:55:01 Steve Platt, Private Citizen   
00:55:07 James Brown, Commissioner of Securities and Insurance 
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00:55:20 Steve Platt, Private Citizen   
00:57:25 Jeff Herbert, Montana Sportsman's Alliance 
01:00:15 Clayton Elliott, Montana Trout Unlimited 
01:02:55 Tom Jacobson, Private Citizen   
01:04:48 Raylee Honeycutt, Montana Stock Growers Association 
01:06:55 Carly Johnson, Montana Farm Bureau Federation 
01:08:59 Ben Lamb, Montana Conservation Society 
01:11:54 Kevin Ferrin, Montana Wildlife Federation 
 
01:15:026 James Brown, Commissioner of Securities and Insurance moved to approve item 0526-

3. The motion was seconded by Austin Knudsen, Attorney General. 
 
Board Discussion/Comments: 
01:15:31 James Brown, Commissioner of Securities and Insurance 
01:28:24 Austin Knudsen, Attorney General 
01:29:22 Susie Hedalen, Superintendent of Public Instruction 
 
01:31:00 Greg Gianforte, Governor moved to amend motion 0526-3, request for approval of land 

exchange policy to a 30-day public scoping and place the land exchange policy on the 
July 2026 agenda for approval. The motion was seconded by Christi Jacobsen, 
Secretary of State. 

 
Board Discussion/Comments: 
01:32:00 James Brown, Commissioner of Securities and Insurance 
 
01:34:39 The amended motion failed 2-3. 
 
01:35:22 The motion to approve item 0526-3 carried 3-1. Abstained 1 
 
01:35:51 Christi Jacobsen, Secretary of State made a motion to add consideration of the shooting 

range near Lincoln, Montana to the June Land Board agenda. The motion was seconded 
by Austin Knudsen, Attorney General. 

 
Board Discussion/Comments: 
01:37:15 Greg Gianforte, Governor  
01:37:21 Amanda Kaster, DNRC Director 
01:37:36 Austin Knudsen, Attorney General 
01:37:42 Amanda Kaster, DNRC Director 
01:38:20 Greg Gianforte, Governor 
01:38:24 Christi Jacobsen, Secretary of State 
01:38:27 Amanda Kaster, DNRC Director 
01:38:56 Christi Jacobsen, Secretary of State 
01:38:58 Amanda Kaster, DNRC Director 
01:39:02 Greg Gianforte, Governor 
01:39:08 Amanda Kaster, DNRC Director 
01:39:09 Greg Gianforte, Governor 
01:39:29 Austin Knudsen, Attorney General 
01:39:50 Amanda Kaster, DNRC Director 
01:40:08 Ryan Weiss, DNRC Trust Lands Deputy Administrator 
01:40:53 Greg Gianforte, Governor 
01:41:01 James Brown, Commissioner of Securities and Insurance 
 
01:41:42 The motion carried unanimously. 
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General Public Comment N/A 
 
Adjournment 
01:42:08 Adjournment 
 
PRESIDENT    ATTEST 
 
 
 
/s/                   Date  /s/   Date 
Greg Gianforte, Governor Amanda Kaster, DNRC Director 

 
 

Please note: The Land Board has adopted the audio recording of its meetings as the official record, as 
allowed by 2-3-212, MCA. These minutes provide an abbreviated summary of the Land Board discussion, 
public testimony, action taken, and other activities. The time designations listed are approximate and may be 
used to locate the referenced discussion on the audio recording of this meeting. You may access the minutes 
and the audio recording on our website: https://dnrc.mt.gov/TrustLand/About/LandBoardMeetingArchive.  

 

http://data.opi.mt.gov/bills/mca/2/3/2-3-212.htm
https://dnrc.mt.gov/TrustLand/About/LandBoardMeetingArchive
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Members of the Montana Board of Land Commissioners, my name is Andrea Hastings, and 
thank you for hearing me today. 

My family has owned the property adjacent to the state trust land bordering the Madison River 
since 1989 - nearly 40 years. Our property is surrounded on three sides by these trust lands, so 
the decisions made here directly affect my property, the land, and the Madison River corridor. 

Most importantly, these are Montana school trust lands legally mandated through Montana's 
statehood legislation in 1889 to generate revenue for public education. The legal duty of the 
DNRC and this Board is to maximize long-term returns for Montana K-12 schools - not to 
benefit out-of-state interests. 

My bid of $12,000 per year provides the highest financial return to the school trust while also 
improving stewardship of the land. I graze horses, not cattle for slaughter, and my proposal uses 
responsible grazing to reduce sagebrush overgrowth, lower wildfire risk, control weeds, and 
protect the riparian corridor along the Madison River. 

It also addresses roads illegally created in the riparian zone for the benefit of a select few 
Madison River Ranch homeowners and board members. 

Meanwhile, the Madison River Ranch Homeowners Association, which currently holds the lease, 
presented no grazing plan, no weed management plan, and no meaningful stewardship proposal 
during the hearing. During the hearing, the HOA also implied that they could fence in my 
property, restrict my direct access to the Madison River, thereby damaging my property value. 

HOA costs are divided among approximately 129 out-of-state homeowners and Three Dollar 
Ranch, an LLC domiciled in Texas, hidden behind the grazing interests. These potential graziers 
are not local families struggling to survive - they are corporations and affluent landowners with 
significant financial resources. These private interests should not take priority over the 
constitutional purpose of Montana school trust lands - generating the maximum long-term 
return for Montana public schools. 

I am also deeply concerned about transparency and fairness in this hearing. DNRC requirements 
were added only at the end of the original hearing without notice in correspondence, application 
materials, or governmental direction before the deadline. Public record requests were delayed or 
dismissed for over a month, phone calls were not returned, and important records remain missing 
or unavailable. 

My previously submitted 47-page complaint documenting what I believe to be decades of 
misconduct regarding these Montana school trust lands by the current leaseholder was ignored 
and not properly included in the public record. I am formally asking this Board to place that 
complaint into the public record for public review. 

At the end of the day, this decision should come down to one question: what best serves Montana 
schoolchildren? 
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