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3/26/25 

 

To Whom it May Concern, 

 This letter is in concern to the public shooting on the state lands located at 1N, 2E section 2 and 

2N, 2 E Section 36.   

 Over the past decade the amount of shooting on these pieces of land has exploded into problem 

for the local residents, land owners and the state land lessees.  There is no government control or 

regulation of the area so what is going on there is out of control.  We are the land owners directly south 

of Section 2 on Buffalo Jump Road. We have had out private property destroyed multiple times in the 

form of gates and fencing.  We are also very worried about our livestock being injured or killed.  There is 

no control of how and when people are shooting and when the authorities are called they usually rather 

argue with the caller than do anything about the shooting.  There is rampant littering and trash left 

behind by the shooters in the form of targets, target holders, beer cans and other shooting 

paraphernalia.  Its not safe to be out there working on our property when people are shooting as we are 

worried about stray bullets.  On any given day there can be as many as 60 people on site shooting in all 

directions.   

 We know that other areas in the Gallatin Valley have been shut off to public shooting because of 

safety factors and trash issues.  Hyalite Canyon has been shut down as well as some state land on Axtell-

Anceny Road.  We would like to see that same process taken here to have a no shooting zone on these 

state land pieces.  There is a shooting range in Logan that is only a couple miles away that is open to the 

public for a small nominal fee so the public would still be able to shoot there.  If something is not done it 

is just a matter of time until livestock is injured or killed or even worse a person is harmed.   

 For the damage to our private property the state has never offered or provided any financial 

assistance to remedy the problem that they have created by allowing this wide-open shooting to go on.  

We are not asking for that compensation but we are asking for shooting to be shut down on these state 

pieces.  We believe that the state also has a problem in the form of leasing the ground for agricultural 

needs.  The state is required by state law to lease the land out and the money goes into the school fund.  

By allowing this shooting to continue the state is in violation of that law by not allowing lessees to use 

the land to its full potential for grazing or farming.  When it is unsafe to be onsite to care for livestock 

and farm the ground then the state will lose that revenue as no one will want to lease that ground.  

Multiple people in the past have either retired that lease or not taken it in the first place as they know 

the dangers that are associated with these pieces of ground.  

 Overall, we are requesting that the state shut shooting down on these pieces of state ground 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Konnor Kelsey 

Partner in Kelsey Valley Ranch.   
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To Whom it May Concern, 

 This letter is in concern to the public shooting on the state lands located at 1N, 2E section 2 and 

2N, 2 E Section 36.   

Our family has owned the property to the south of the state sections of land since the mid 1970’s.  Up 

until about 15 years ago, there was minimal shooting happening on these sections.  However, in the 

recent years, due to closures on other state sections in the greater Gallatin valley there has been a large 

up tic in the numbers of people shooting on these specific sections we are talking about.  It has gotten to 

a point that it’s a miracle no one has been shot.  On any given weekend there can be upwards of 30-40 

people shooting simultaneously, with no clear rules or guidance on which directions to shoot or who is 

out there.  The shooters often bring old pallets and beer cans and other items to shoot at and often hang 

them on our fence line that separates the state section from our private property.   I’m not exaggerating 

when I say that nearly every fence post for several hundred yards has a least one bullet hole in them.  

Which means they are shooting at our property, which usually has horses on it, grazing.  I have had to 

leave our property several times because people were unaware of my presence and I could see and hear 

bullets flying past me.   It is honestly a huge safety concern of mine for myself, my employees and my 

horses.  We use our land adjacent to the state land for grazing of our horses and I am always looking for 

more land to graze and I have looked into these state section grazing leases but each time I decide not to 

pursue the lease because of the risks associated with the shooting.  There is no way I could put livestock 

on those sections and feel remotely good about their safety on it.  There are simply too many people 

shooting in too many different directions on the state land.  I genially feel for the lessees currently 

leasing the sections as they are constantly dealing with the shooting, trash left behind and general lack 

of attention this area is experiencing from law enforcement.   

It is our hope that some changes need to happen before someone is injured or killed out here.  We 

would like to see the shooting on these sections of state land shut down.  I know this has happened on 

other state sectional around the valley, due to safety concerns and this area is no different.    

 

Sincerely,  

 

Kameron Kelsey  

Kelsey Valley Ranch Partner 
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Friday, March 15, 2024 at 15:52:55 Mountain Daylight TimeFriday, March 15, 2024 at 15:52:55 Mountain Daylight Time

Subject:Subject: Fw: BuAalo Jump Road DNRC Lease
Date:Date: Friday, March 15, 2024 at 10:22:31 AM Mountain Daylight Time
From:From: Brian Gallik
To:To: Erin Arnold

--
Brian K. Gallik
Gallik, & Bremer, P.C.
Attorneys at Law
777 East Main, STE 203
PO Box 70
Bozeman, Montana  59771-0070
Phone:  (406) 404-1728
Fax: (406) 404-1730
brian@galliklawfirm.com
 
The information contained in this communication may be confidential, is intended only for the
use of the recipient(s) named above, and may be legally privileged. If the reader of this message
is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, or
copying of this communication, or any of its contents, is strictly prohibited. If you have received
this communication in error, please return it to the sender immediately and delete the original
and any copy of it from your computer system. If you have any questions concerning this
message, please contact the sender.

From: Geoff <glmartel@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, March 15, 2024 10:20 AM
To: Brian Gallik <brian@galliklawfirm.com>
Subject: Buffalo Jump Road DNRC Lease
 

My experience with the state lease I hold on BuAalo Jump Road has been incredibly
frustrating for many reasons.  When I initially took over the lease in April of 2022, there
were no firearms restrictions and the ground had not been used for its intended
purpose of cattle grazing in a couple years due to the destruction of both the owned
fencing as well as the solar panels on the property from people misusing the property. 
I made initial contact with the DNRC oAice and asked for them to help me with
controlling the misuse and destruction however they all but dismissed me for months. 
I continued calling and complaining about the further destruction and degradation of
the property as my fences kept being cut and knocked down as well as there were new
bullet holes in my solar panels.  The DNRC had indicated to me that there were limited
funds available to help lessees repair or replace damaged personal property however
they declined to provide me any financial assistance.  After complaining for months I
finally was able to get their agreement to close the property to public shooting for two
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weeks in November of 2022 so I could assess the property without fear of being shot at
while out on the ground as well as an annual closure from 4/15 through 6/30 to use the
property for its intended purpose of cattle grazing.  Despite the marked closures,
people repeatedly shot during both those timeframes, numerous times while myself or
the rancher I work with were out repairing either fencing or the well/watering tanks.  I
have made countless calls to both the DNRC, Fish and Game, as well as the Bozeman
police department, at the direction of the DNRC to complain about various unsafe or
illegal activities that occur on the property and the majority of the time the response
rate is so slow that the people doing said activities are long gone.  Additionally, the fish
and game oAicers that have responded and caught people doing illegal activities have
consistently let them go with just a warning.  In the spring of 2023 myself and the
rancher I work with spent over 100 hours over the span of two months fixing the fencing
and repairing the well/watering station as well as I invested over $5,000 of my own
money to get the property in a condition where cattle could be run.  An outside group,
the backcountry hunters and anglers also spent a full day cleaning up the property as
the amount of garbage left from people shooting was significant.  I was able to run
cattle on the property from mid May through the end of June, however I had to make
numerous calls every week as people were still out shooting and ignoring the
multitude of signs that the DNRC had put up marking the closuring during that
timeframe.  There were at least two instances where myself and the rancher I work with
were out on the property and people started shooting with us down range, which is
incredibly unsafe.  Shortly following the removal of the cows on 6/29/23, the lease was
opened back up by the DNRC and within a few weeks my fences were already torn
down and destroyed.  If one were to drive along BuAalo Jump Road on the northern
border you couldn’t tell that it had been repaired under a year ago and was in new
condition.  I have seen people using bolt cutters on my fence and gates to make their
access easier and when I have called the report this, the response time is so slow that
those that damaged it were long gone.  I have seen numerous cars/trucks driving out
on the property and have reported them, but again, due to the long response time they
were long gone by the time anyone arrived.
 
Please let me know if you  need additional information.
 
GeoA Martel
585-259-0723
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