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• DNRC has been grappling with issues of legal 
 water availability and hydropower water rights 

 in the Clark Fork Basin since the early 1980’s

• NEW:
 

History of Water Availability Studies and 
 Policy, Clark Fork River Basin, Montana

• NEW:
 

DNRC compares hydropower water rights 
 to the last 10 years of USGS stream flow data



Key Hydropower Water Rights
• Kerr Dam on Flathead Lake, owned by PPL

–14,540 cfs, amended to 15,590 cfs(07/02/2010)

–1920 priority

• Noxon
 

Rapids Dam, owned by Avista

–Combined Total of 50,000 cfs

–1960 and 1974 priorities

• Former Milltown Dam, ownership pending

– 2,000 cfs

–1904 priority
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Milltown Dam 79 Year Record

Former Milltown 
Dam—2,000 cfs 
(ownership pending)



Milltown Dam 10 Year Record

 

Former Milltown 
Dam—2,000 cfs 
(ownership pending) 



Noxon
 

Rapids 49 Year Record

Noxon Rapids Dam 
– 50,000 cfs (Avista)
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Noxon Rapids Dam 
– 50,000 cfs (Avista) 



Kerr Dam 79 Year Record

Kerr Dam:
-14,540 
-15,590 cfs (amended by PPL)



Kerr Dam: 
-14,540  
-15,590cfs (amended by PPL ) 

Kerr Dam 10 Year Record
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