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Before, During and After a Flood  
By Traci Sears, CFM, NFIP Specialist, Montana DNRC

Many local floodplain administrators 
are facing or have faced unprecedented 
flooding. Thanks to the forward thinking 
efforts of Traci Sears, Montana’s 
NFIP Coordinator, information has 
been available to help local floodplain 
administrators through the challenges 
associated with flooding. Guidance 
to local floodplain administrators was 
delivered by Traci in the following, 
June 2011 letter: 

FEMA and DNRC are working diligently 
to keep abreast with the impending 
flood potential and to provide assistance
to the floodplain administrators in 
performing their duties. Our offices 
have been trying to contact most of 
the impacted or soon to be impacted 
communities to make sure they have 
the important information they need to 
administer their floodplain programs. 

Outreach Materials
Information is posted on our website: 
http://www.mtfloodplain.mt.gov/ under 
“Floods 2011”. The three most 
important publications are listed 
first. We are trying to get information 
out as quickly as possible to 
communities. If you are in need of 
additional information, please contact Sun River – photo by Mark Boesch

continued...

May 27, 2011 
Attendees of Post 
Disaster Recovery 
Response Class  
learn actions to  
take after a flood.  
This Kalispell  
session was  
coordinated by  
Traci Sears and  
Marijo Brady. 

myself at 444-6654 or Mary Guokas 
at 444-1343.

PDA Teams
Currently, FEMA has sent out teams 
to conduct Preliminary Damage 
Assessments (PDA) for public 
infrastructure such as roads, bridges, 
and publicly owned structures.  
This is the first step to determine 
qualifications for a Presidentially 
Declared Disaster. Contact your OES/
DES Coordinator for more information.  

Documentation and Insurance 
Information
For communities that have flooded or 
are facing flooding, please consider 
the following information: Right now 
the most important thing you can 
do is DOCUMENT. DOCUMENT. 
DOCUMENT. Record flood related 
costs and other pertinent aspects of 
the flood and flood fighting activities. 
Work with your OES/DES folks, 
especially for permitting activities 
and damage assessments in the 
Regulated Flood Hazard Areas. 

Remind property owners, especially 
those with flood insurance, to 
document their flood damage to 
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Changes in Local Floodplain 
Administrators 

Laurel - James Caniglia moved 
from Town of Laurel FPA to join the 
planning team for the Town of Red 
Lodge.

Heidi Jensen is the new FPA in Laurel.  

Miles City - John Marks of Miles City 
retired. Thanks for your many years of 
service and expertise, John.

Samantha Malenovsky is now the 
local floodplain administrator in Miles 
City. smalenovsky@milescity-mt.org
406-234-3493

Gallatin County - Congratulations, 
Sean O’Callaghan, the new planning 
director for Gallatin County.

Custer County - Staci Ketchum is 
leaving the county for family reasons.  
Thanks for all your assistance and 
help Staci! Commissioner Hamilton 
will be fielding floodplain questions 
until an FPA selection is made.

include their flood fighting costs, what 
flood insurance will pay and what 
they will have to pay out of pocket. 
See our website for information on 
“Summary of Coverage” and direct all 
property owners with flood insurance 
to contact their insurance agents 
immediately to report any damage 
their structure may have incurred. 
Most policies require preliminary 
damage notification to the insurance 
company within 60 days of the event. 
Flood insurance information can also 
be obtained on www.Floodsmart.gov.

Emergency Work in Special  
Flood Hazard Areas
Authorization for emergency work 
may differ between communities, 
but generally require notification to 
other applicable agencies, such as 
the local conservation districts and 
the Army Corp. of Engineers, prior 
to contacting the local Floodplain 
Administrator. Refer to your local 
floodplain ordinance for direction. 

Some communities have an 
emergency process in their floodplain 
ordinance that may allow verbal 
authorization to undertake emergency 
repair and/or replacement work, if 
the permit issuing authority feels 
that a written authorization would 
unduly delay the emergency work. 
Verbal or written (depending on 
the local community ordinance) 
emergency requests should include 
the emergency condition and the 
type of emergency work agreed 
upon including proposed materials 
to be used. Such authorization must 
be followed by a completed joint 
application, review, and permit for the 
emergency work that was conducted 
during the event. If the property 
owner fails to obtain a floodplain 
permit or submit an application 
then the emergency work may be 
required to be removed, modified, or 
mitigated…AND always be mindful 
about potential liability an emergency 
response may have on adjacent 
properties. Discuss your emergency 
and enforcement process with your 

local attorneys so the community has 
a consistent game plan to address 
issues throughout the flood event.

For floodplain issues or application 
reviews please contact Sam Johnson 
at 247-4423 if located in Southern 
Montana, Sterling Sundheim at  
538-7459 if located in Central Montana, 
John Connors at 444-9724 if located 
in West Central Montana, Larry 
Schock at 542-5885 or Marc Pitman 
at 752-2713 if located in Northwestern 
Montana, and Marvin Cross at  
265-5516 if located on the Hi-line. 

Mitigation
Some flood damaged structures may 
be eligible for a mitigation grant, 
and in such cases documentation of 
the damage, high water marks, and 
event are extremely important for use 
in a grant application. Please contact 
myself or Kent Atwood, Montana 
State Hazard Mitigation Officer, 
(katwood@mt.gov) 324-4782 for 
mitigation grant information. 

Substantial Damage
Following a flood event, a Floodplain 
Administrator should conduct (you 
may need to coordinate with your local 
DES/OES manager) a windshield tour 
of damaged area to identify structures 
in the SFHA that may be damaged 
by 30% or more. Those structures 
that are identified with 30% or more 
damage should be put on the floodplain 
administrator’s preliminary list to send 
information and monitor Substantial 
Damage and Substantial Improvements 
permitting for compliance with the 
local floodplain ordinance. Information 
to relay to the property owner is that 
substantially damaged structures may 
have additional floodplain requirements 
before repair/rebuilding can begin. 
Substantially damaged structures can 
be privately or publicly owned; the 
requirements for the floodplain program 
will still apply. For any questions 
concerning Substantial Damage 
please contact Marijo Brady with FEMA 
Region VIII at 303-235-4835 or on 
her cell, 303-241-5278.  

continued from page 1 - Before, During and After a Flood
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 For a complete listing and schedule 
of seminar offerings, click here. 
Sign-up for most classes by visiting 
www.mtfloodplain.mt.gov. Exceptions 
follow:

Registration for “Flood Insurance 
and Others” is available through the 
Professional Insurance Agents of 
North Dakota. Visit www.piand.com, 
click “Education” and “Flood Insurance” 
for registration information. Call Sue 
at 701-223-5025 for more details  

The Certified Floodplain Manager 
(CFM) will be conducted on July 22, 
register for the exam with ASFPM by 
July 8, visit http://www.floods.org/ace-
files/documentlibrary/CFM/ASFPM_
CFM_Info_10_1_2009.pdf 

Note: Sorry, the “HEC-RAS for 
Engineers Class” is full!

Be There... Montana Floodplain Resource Seminar
Local floodplain administrators, 
engineers, insurance agents, students 
and others will find a tie that connects 
them- floodplain management. 
Thanks to the generous support of the 
UM-Helena College of Technology, 
the 3rd Annual Floodplain Resource 
Seminar will host a couple of 
meetings and an array of educational 
sessions, all free with the exception of 
the “Flood Insurance for Agents and 
Others” and the “Certified Floodplain 
Manager (CFM) Exam”. 

Find a class of interest to you: be 
it a 2-hour “Apply for Community 
Rating System (CRS) Online” or a 
daylong “Preparing for Post Disaster 
Response”. 

Participate in an open meeting 
regarding the newly forming Silver 
Jackets program in Montana. 
Spearheaded by the US Army 
Corps of Engineers, Silver Jackets 
is a national program to further 
collaboration among different federal, 
state, and local agencies who 
share an interest in reducing flood 
risk. Ultimately, the goal of greater 
collaboration is to increase the 
effectiveness in flood risk reduction.  
Reviewing and finalizing the Montana 
charter of Silver Jackets will be a part 
of this meeting.

July 18-22, 2011, Helena, Montana
UM–Helena College of Technology 

If a home is identified by the Floodplain 
Administrator as Substantially 
Damaged and the home is located 
within the FEMA identified Special 
Flood Hazard Area (or FEMA 
identified 100-year floodplain) and 
insured through the NFIP, they may 
qualify for a program called Increased 
Cost of Compliance (ICC), which may 
provide up to $30,000.00 to bring the 
structure into compliance with current 
floodplain regulations.
 

Please use us as a resource in the 
upcoming weeks. Thank you and 
good luck during this flood season.

http://www.floods.org/ace-files/documentlibrary/CFM/ASFPM_CFM_Info_10_1_2009.pdf
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FEMA Benefit Cost Analysis Course Training 
Please note that copies of the student 
manuals will be provided as long as all 
trainees commit prior to the cut-off date 
of 18 July Close of Business. Trainees 
who request to attend after that may 
need to print them off and bring them 
to the training. Here is some of the 
training information for you: 
  
Training Description 
Benefit Cost Analysis (BCA) is 
a decision making methodology 
that organizes all the social and 
financial costs and benefits of a 
project in order to evaluate the 
cost-effectiveness of options. BCA 
originated with public works projects 
and has since been adapted to most 
areas of public decision making.

FEMA uses this same concept to 
calculate and prioritize projects 
for grant funding by comparing 
the benefits of a project against its 
cost. FEMA has developed the BCA 
tool to standardize the compilation 
and evaluation of information that 
is needed to measure the cost 
effectiveness of a natural hazard 
mitigation project.

Pre-requisite Training
I have provided links below to the pre-
requisite training for students. Please 
inform students who are attending 
the training that they are required to 
complete an on-line course prior to 
attending the classroom portion of 
the training. There are two on-line 
courses available and they can be 
found on the BC Helpline website. 
http://www.bchelpline.com/training.
html

Introduction to Benefit-Cost Analysis 
Training Course: This training is for 
those who are not currently familiar 
with the BCA program or in need of a 
refresher. http://www.bchelpline.com/
PreReq/index.htm

Bridge Training Course: This training 
is for users familiar with the previous 
BCA program to ensure they are 
aware of the new terminology and 
elements of the new Tool. http://www.
bchelpline.com/Bridge/index.htm

Student Manuals
States/participants are responsible 
for printing student manuals for 
training participants. All student 
manuals can be found on the 
BC Helpline website: http://www.
bchelpline.com/training.html. 
Recommended modules for printing 
include Parts 1, 2, 3, 5 and all 
applicable hazard modules that will 
be covered during class under Part 4. 
The State of Montana will print the 
required number of student manuals 
for all students who commit to attend 
prior to 18 July.
 

July 27-29, 2011, Dillon, Montana
UM–Western, Matthews Hall  
Lewis & Clark Room on the third floor

Submitted by Kent Atwood
Montana State Hazard Mitigation 
Officer

http://www.bchelpline.com//Bridge/index.htm
http://www.bchelpline.com/training.html
http://www.bchelpline.com/training.html
http://www.bchelpline.com/PreReq/index.htm


  Highground   Page 5 of 10

Roundup Flooding
By Mary Guokas
Outreach Specialist 
Montana DNRC

Spring, 2011 Flooding in Roundup, Busy Bee Café.

Portion of Flood Insurance Rate Map for Roundup. Gray areas show Special Flood 
Hazard Area. Busy Bee Café 

-

-

Prior to this year’s May 26 flooding, 
new homeowners in the community 
of Roundup, were very disgruntled 
with mandatory flood insurance. 
Flood insurance premiums on 
top of a new mortgage seemed 
insurmountable. Naturally, their 
sentiment changed after this year’s 
flooding. Those same property 
owners expressed their appreciation 
to Local Floodplain Administrator, 
Monty Sealey.  

Monty as well as many floodplain 
administrators throughout the state is 
becoming all too familiar with flooding 
hardships. In 2011 flooding hindsight, 
the floodplain management program 
may take on a new perspective. 
Monty enforced local floodplain 
regulations, pre-flooding, by requiring 
two new homes to be elevated. 
Those homes were spared from 
significant flood damage. I don’t want 
to imply that elevating is always the 
solution; building outside of Special 
Flood Hazard Areas is often also 
a good alternative. Interestingly, 
according to Monty, the actual 
flooding in Roundup matched the 
FEMA mapped Special Flood Hazard 
Area (SFHA). 
 
Basic tools for local floodplain 
administrators remain: local 
knowledge of area, adopted 
floodplain management regulations, 
and FEMA issued Flood Insurance 
Rate Maps (FIRMs) showing areas 
of FEMA identified Special Flood 
Hazard Areas.  
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Montana’s New Floodplain Mapping and Flood Map Conversion Projects
The State of Montana Department of 
Natural Resources and Conservation 
(DNRC) is partners with the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA) on multiple floodplain 
mapping and digital conversion 
efforts across the state. In the DNRC 
Water Operations Bureau there is 
a floodplain group that houses the 
Montana Map Modernization and 
Risk MAP program. This program 
oversees the partnership with FEMA 
and the floodplain mapping and 
digital conversion projects in the 
State of Montana that are funded by 
FEMA grant dollars.

To provide some background 
information: a digital conversion is 
when the information on paper maps 
is converted to a digital format, in 
this case: a Geographic Information 
Systems (GIS) database. This 
conversion work allows communities 
to use and analyze their floodplain 
mapping with a host of other GIS 
data that is available for their 
community. Many of our state’s 
communities have GIS information 
and some have dedicated GIS staff. 
However, for those communities that 
do not have their own GIS software 
and staff there are some great free 
GIS programs out there such as: 
ArcGIS Explorer and Geographic 
Resources Analysis Support System 
(GRASS). In July at the DNRC 
Floodplain Resource Seminar, the 
State will be offering training on GIS 
that will discuss what programs are 
available, what GIS information exists 
that communities can utilize, and 
how the floodplain digital database 
is setup to help folks better utilize 
the digital data being created for 
planning, floodplain management, 
and emergency services. 

In regards to new floodplain mapping 
projects, areas for new mapping are 
identified after scoping meetings are 
held with a community to discuss 

By Celinda Adair, CFM 
Map Modernization Program 
Montana DNRC

their priorities and needs. The 
product of the scoping meetings is 
the identification of a specific reach 
of stream that will receive new 
mapping. The type of floodplain study 
and level of detail are dependent 
on the needs for that particular 
area. The state then submits a 
grant application and if funding is 
received then work can begin. A 
new floodplain study starts with the 
collection of land-surface elevation 
data (topographic data) and survey 
information (unless that information is 
already available). Then a hydrologic 
analysis is performed, followed by 
hydraulic modeling, and lastly the 
actual mapping of the floodplain. 
For a typical study, in the most basic 
terms, a licensed engineer identifies 
how much water there will be, how 
fast it will be going, and where it will 
go in a one percent annual chance 
flood (100 year flood event). This is 
a bit of an oversimplification, but for 
all the technical folks out there the 
standards used for new floodplain 
mapping are available at the following 
location, http://www.fema.gov/library/, 
just search for key word: “Guidance” 
after selecting “Flood Hazard 
Mapping” in the subject drop down 
box: You are looking for “Appendix 
C: Guidance for Riverine Flooding 
Analyses and Mapping”, that appears 
as the second record. 

These floodplain mapping projects 
take a long time…at least two years 
to complete, thanks in large part to 
the extensive Quality Assurance and 
Quality Control reviews that each 
component must pass through. Once 
the initial work is done, draft maps 
that show the results are provided 
to the community and meetings with 
local officials and public open houses 
take place. Then the floodplain study 
information and maps move through 
a review and 90-day appeal period 
and then once any appeals are 
resolved the maps become finalized. 
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Even if there are no appeals received 
the process from draft maps coming 
out to the maps being finalized still 
typically takes approximately eight (8) 
months. Once the maps are finalized 
the community then goes through its 
adoption process to incorporate the 
new information into their floodplain 
management regulations. So let’s 
just say these mapping projects don’t 
happen overnight.

New floodplain mapping studies 
are aimed at identifying risk so 
that people are aware of potential 
hazards. The floodplain mapping 
study information is also utilized 
by the National Flood Insurance 
Program (NFIP) for identifying 
insurance risk zones and therefore 

is tied to flood insurance purchase 
requirements for folks with federally 
backed mortgages that are identified 
as living within the one percent 
annual chance floodplain (100 year 
floodplain.) The goal of the Montana 
DNRC floodplain mapping program is 
to develop information that will aid in 
the protection of lives and property, 
because, as we are witnessing now 
across the United States, floods do 
happen and they can have drastic 
impacts on individuals, property, 
infrastructure, wildlife, and entire 
communities. For information 
purposes a table is provided below 
that lists what communities across 
the state have existing floodplain 
mapping and digital conversion 
projects in progress.

Montana’s Ongoing FEMA Floodplain Mapping
and Digital Conversion Projects

(countywide means all municipalities within the county are included)

Broadwater Countywide Lewis and Clark Countywide

Butte/Silver-Bow Countywide Missoula Countywide

Cascade Countywide Park Countywide

Carbon Countywide Ravalli Countywide

Town of Ennis Sanders Countywide

Flathead County (Evergreen Area) Stillwater Countywide

Gallatin Countywide Sweet Grass Countywide

Lake Countywide Yellowstone Countywide

For more information regarding new floodplain mapping and/or digital 
conversion projects I can be reached at: Celinda Adair, CFM, State of Montana 
DNRC Map Modernization/Risk MAP Program Manager, 406.444.6656, 
cadair@mt.gov.

Flooding in Glasgow, June 10th
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Endangered Species and Map Revisions
Effective October 1, 2010, FEMA 
began requiring that all applications 
for CLOMRs and CLOMR-Fs 
(Conditional Letters of Map Revision 
and Conditional Letters of Map 
Revision based on Fill) include 
documentation that the provisions of 
the Endangered Species Act have 
been observed for the parcel 
of land in question. A guidance 
memo issued by FEMA in August 
(Procedure Memorandum No. 64, 
dated August 18, 2010, available at 
http://www.fema.gov/plan/prevent/
fhm/gs_memos.shtm) provides 
details about the new rules for 
processing CLOMRs and CLOMR-
Fs. When requested, FEMA can 
issue a CLOMR or CLOMR-F as 
the agency’s comments on whether 
a proposed action in a floodplain 
(such as construction or landscape 
disturbance) would meet the 
minimum National Flood Insurance 
Program (NFIP) requirements and 
also on how the proposed change 
would affect the NFIP maps. 
Including documentation of the 
ESA compliance within the CLOMR 
procedure ensures that FEMA is 
meeting its responsibility under the 
ESA. It also provides a “double 
check” for communities—to be sure 
that they have in fact checked for 
endangered species or habitat on 
the site of the proposed action. Local 
flood damage reduction ordinances 
passed to meet the NFIP standards 
at 44 CFR 60.3(a)2 already require 
that all necessary authorizations have 
been received before a floodplain 
development permit can be issued, 
and this includes having cleared 
the ESA review. In the next CRS 
Coordinator’s Manual, more attention 
is likely to be given to natural 
floodplain functions and resources, 
including habitat for threatened and 
endangered species. Therefore, even 
if your community doesn’t anticipate 
requesting any CLOMRs soon, it 
would be still be a good idea to get in 

New procedures help ensure  
protection of species and habitat

From NFIP/CRS Update
Jan-April, 2011

touch with the appropriate Fish and 
Wildlife Service or Marine Fisheries 
Service office to see what species, 
if any, inhabit your locale. FEMA’s 
guidance memo gives links to several 
resources on the ESA, including 
websites of both Services.

What does the ESA Mean? The 
purpose of the Endangered Species 
Act is to conserve threatened and 
endangered plants and animals and 
the ecosystems upon which they 
depend. Congress passed the ESA in 
1973 with recognition that the natural 
heritage of the United States was of 
“esthetic, ecological, educational, 
recreational, and scientific value to 
our Nation and its people.” Congress 
understood that, without protection, 
many of our nation’s living resources 
would become extinct. Species at 
risk of extinction are considered 
“endangered,” whereas species that 
are likely to become endangered in 
the foreseeable future are considered 
“threatened.” Today, about 1,900 
species are listed as threatened 
or endangered under the ESA. 
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
and the National Marine Fisheries 
Service share responsibility for 
implementing the ESA. Section 9 
of the ESA prohibits anyone from 
“taking” or “harming” endangered 
wildlife, and similar protection is 
extended to threatened wildlife. That 
means that the Act applies to ALL 
individuals, groups, businesses, 
property owners, and others. If 
an intended action might harm a 
threatened or endangered species, 
authorization must be obtained from 
one of the Services. Further, Section 
7 of the ESA requires that each 
federal agency insure that any action 
it authorizes, funds, or carries out is 
not likely to jeopardize the continued 
existence of any listed species or 
destroy or adversely modify critical 
habitat. See http://www.epa.gov/
lawsregs/laws/esa.html.

Arctic Grayling

  Page 8 of 10

http://www.fema.gov/plan/prevent/fhm/gs_memos.shtm
http://www.epa.gov/lawsregs/laws/esa.html
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eLOMA
eLOMA is an interactive online MT-1 
determination tool, which is available 
on the Mapping Information Platform 
(MIP) (www.hazards.fema.gov). This 
time saving, user-friendly web-based 
application provides licensed land 
surveyors and professional engineers 
(Licensed Professionals) with a 
system to submit simple Letter of 
Map Amendment (LOMA) requests 
to FEMA. This tool is designed to 
make a determination based on 
the information submitted by the 
Licensed Professional and allow them 
to generate a determination from 
FEMA in a fraction of the time that 
is required for the standard LOMA 
process. 

The eLOMA determination tool is 
an optional process applicable to 
only the most basic LOMA requests.  

By Thomas Birney, Michael Baker 
Denver, Colorado

Approximately 40% of the LOMA 
applications FEMA receives annually 
meet the eLOMA criteria and could 
be submitted using the eLOMA tool.  
An eLOMA document serves the 
same functions as a standard LOMA 
determination. The main purpose 
of eLOMA is to reduce the level of 
effort to process LOMAs and provide 
a faster method of generating some 
LOMA determinations. The eLOMA 
process has significantly reduced 
the determination time of up to 60 
days (standard LOMA processing) 
when an audit is not required. Even 
when an audit is required the audit 
is processed within 5 business days 
of FEMA receiving all of the required 
supporting data. 

The tool has even been updated 
to make the eLOMA process even 
easier to use. The audit selection 
criteria have been revised so that 
fewer eLOMA submittals are selected 
to be audited. eLOMA Licensed 
Professionals that demonstrate 
proficiency in using the eLOMA tool, 
by submitting eLOMA applications 
that do not require any corrections, 
will be subjected to fewer audits than 
other users. Conversely, eLOMA 
users that consistently submit eLOMA 
applications that require corrections 
will be subjected to more frequent 
audits. Additional on screen help 
provides more information about the 
requirements for the data entry fields.

In order to begin using eLOMA, 
a surveyor or engineer must set 
up an account through the MIP 
using individual license certification 
information. Once the Licensed 
Professional is registered on the 
MIP he or she can log into eLOMA.  
For more information on eLOMA, 
please visit the MIP’s Tools & Links 
tab, and select eLOMA under Other 
Resources.
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STEVE STORY, State Floodplain Engineer  
(406) 444-6664	 sestory@mt.gov

BILLINGS Regional Office, 1371 Rimtop 
Drive, Billings, MT 59105-1978
SAM JOHNSON, Regional Engineer	
(406) 247-4423	 sam.johnson@mt.gov

HAVRE Regional Office, 210 Sixth Ave. 
PO Box 1828, Havre, MT 59501-1828
MARVIN CROSS, Regional Engineer	
(406) 265-5516	 mcross@mt.gov 

HELENA Regional Office, 1424 Ninth 
Avenue, PO Box 201601 Helena, MT 
5959621-1601
JOHN CONNORS, Engineering Specialist 
(406) 444-9724     jhconnors@mt.gov

LEWISTOWN Regional Office, 613 NE 
Main, Suite E Lewistown, MT 59457 	
STERLING SUNDHEIM, Regional Engineer	
(406) 538-7459	 ssundheim@mt.gov

MISSOULA Regional Office, 1610 S. 
Third St. W , Ste 103, PO Box 5004, 
Missoula, MT 59806-5004 	
LARRY SCHOCK, Regional Engineer	
(406) 721-4284	  lschock@mt.gov

KALISPELL Unit Office,  
655 Timberwolf Parkway, Suite 4 
Kalispell, MT 59901-1215
MARC PITMAN, Unit Manager
(406) 752-2288     mpitman@mt.gov

For Pre-disaster Mitigation Grant 
Information, contact Kent Atwood,  
State Hazard Mitigation Officer
Department of Military Affairs
P.O. Box 4789 - 1956 Mt. Majo St.
Fort Harrison, Montana 59636-4789   
(406) 324-4782    	 katwood@mt.gov

You Don’t Have to Endure the Same Amount of Flood Damage in the Future...
Consider Flood Mitigation!

FEMA operates several Mitigation 
grant programs that may help you 
elevate your home above the next 
flood water event, significantly 
reducing damage to your home,. 
OR,
RELOCATE your home out of the 
floodplain and possibly never be 
flooded again,
OR,
if your home is considered completely 
destroyed, consider applying for a 
FEMA Mitigation grant to buy out 
your home. As a standard real estate 
transaction, your city, county or Tribal 
Nation buys the home and land at fair 
market value and it becomes open 
space while you get a fresh start 
somewhere else out of the floodplain.

CAUTION: FEMA Mitigation Grants 
are most often (but not always) a 75% 
share of the total cost of the project and 
there is a 25% local match. Your home 
and land must also meet a minimum 
Cost Benefit Ratio and be advised 
it may take a year from the date of 
the Presidential Disaster Declaration 
until Close Out of the deal, but it 
does offer you a possible solution to 
reduce or permanently eliminate your 
exposure to flood damage in the future.  

CONTACT: First talk to your local 
jurisdiction Disaster and Emergency 
Services Coordinator and ask them 
to contact: Kent Atwood, Montana 
State Hazard Mitigation Officer, 
katwood@mt.gov, 406-324-4782.
 

Submitted by Kent Atwood 
Montana State Hazard Mitigation 
Officer

Montana’s Floodplain Program 
Contact List
HELENA, State Office, 1424 Ninth Avenue, 
PO Box 201601, Helena, MT 59621-1601 
http://mtfloodplain.mt.gov/
LAURENCE SIROKY,  
Water Operations Bureau Chief	  
(406) 444-6816       lsiroky@mt.gov

CELINDA ADAIR, Map Mod Specialist	
(406) 444-6656	    cadair@mt.gov

MARY GUOKAS, Outreach Specialist	
(406) 444-1343	    mguokas@mt.gov
	    
FRED ROBINSON, Legal Council	  
(406) 444-6703	    frobinson@mt.gov

TRACI SEARS, NFIP Coordinator	
(406) 444-6654	    tsears@mt.gov

BRI SHIPMAN, Administrative Assistant	
(406) 444-0862	     bshipman@mt.gov

June 2011 Flooding in Helena


