DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
AND CONSERVATION

Bozeman Unit Office

STEVE BULLOCK, GOVERNOR

(406) 586-5243 2273 Boothill Court — Suite 110
TELEFAX NUMBER (406) 587-9726 Bozeman, Montana 59715-7249

Scoping Notice
Proposed BC Cleaner Timber Permit

Montana Department of Natural Resources & Conservation
Central Land Office - Bozeman Unit

September 25, 2020

The Bozeman Unit of the Montana Department of Natural Resources and Conservation is
proposing a commercial timber permit located in the Capitol Buildings School Trust Sections 34
& 35-T2S-R6E and 3-T3S-R6E, Gallatin County. The parcels are located ~5.5 air miles
southeast of Bozeman, MT.

Stands within the proposed harvest area are stressed due to long-term drought and an excess
number of tree stems per acre resulting in lower tree vigor and increased competition among the
trees for the limited resources available. Additionally, trees in the project area have infestations
‘of Western Spruce Budworm. Reducing the number of tree stems per acre would help relieve the
competition, encourage improved vigor and help reduce susceptibility to insect and disease and
fire.

Up to 275 thousand board feet of Douglas fir sawlog timber would be harvested from an
estimated 94 acres. Silvicultural treatments for the timber permit would be shelterwood and
selection harvests depending on the health and structure of the of the timber stands using ground-
based harvest systems. The proposed project would construct 0.8 miles of restricted new road on
State lands to access the harvest areas. At project closure, new roads and major skid trails on
State lands would be closed with slash and debris. The proposed timber harvest would be
scheduled for early summer of 2021. :

The specific project objectives are to (1) Generate revenue for the Capitol Buildings School trust;
(2) Improve the health, vigor and productivity of the forest stands; and (3) Help reduce
susceptibility to insect and disease and fire in the proposed project area.

If you would like to provide any comments regarding this timber harvest proposal, please contact
me by October 31, 2020, at cbarone@mt.gov or 2273 Boothill Ct, Ste #110, Bozeman, MT
59715.

Sincerely,

Chuck Barone
Bozeman Unit Forester




ONTANA BC Cleaner Timber Permit Project Area/Vicinity Map
DNRC Central Land Office/Bozeman Unit

™ — Sections 34 & 35, Township 2 South, Range 6 East &
Section 3, Township 3 South, Range 6 East, Gallatin County
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ATTACHMENT A - Site Map
DNRC BC Cleaner Timber Permit
Sections 34 & 35-T2S-R6E and 3-T3S-R6E, Gallatin County
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ATTACHMENT A - Site Map
DNRC BC Cleaner Timber Permit

Sections 34 & 35-T2S-R6E and 3-T3S-R6E, Gallatin County
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