
Fiber Optic Cables - Madison River Bore 

nT:::!i'l'inn Date: May 2015 
3 Rivers Communications 
T3S R 1 E Section 2 
Madison River 
Navigable Rivers 

3 Rivers Communications is placing 
The cables will be bored under the Madison River in this location. 

None 

Madison Conservations District - 310 

Easements. 

not process the of Easements. 

RESOURCES are listed on the form, followed 
" POTENTIAL IMPACTS AND MIT/GA TIONS each resource 

Enter "NONE" If no are identified or the resource is not 

compactab/e or unstable soils. unusual geologic features. 
Identify any cumulative impacts to soils. 

area. 

any special 

Action alternative - a bore will be under the Madison River. No surface disturbance will occur; therefore 
no adverse effects would be extJectea 

actions alternative - no would take no to current status. 

WATER AND DISTRIBUTION: 
Identify important surface or groundwater resources. Consider the potential for violation of ambient water quality 
standards, water maximum contaminant levels, or of water cumulative effects to 
water resources. 

Action alternative - a bore will be under the Madison River. With no surface disturbance no adverse 
effects would be to surface our resources. 

No actions alternative - no would take no to current status. 



6. AIR 
What pollutants or particulate would be produced? Identify air quality regulations or zones (e.g. Class I air shed) the 
project would influence. Identify cumulative effects to air quality. 

No adverse effects would be expected with either alternative. 

7. VEGETATION AND QUALITY: 
What changes would the action cause to vegetative communities? Consider rare plants or cover types that would be 
affected. Identify cumulative effects to vegetation. 

Action alternative - a bore will be placed under the Madison River. With no surface disturbance no adverse 
effects would be expected to vegetation. 

No actions alternative - no boring activity would take place, no change to current status. 

LIFE AND HABITATS: 
Consider substantial habitat values and use of the area wildlife, birds or fish. cumulative effects to fish and 
wildlife. 

Action alternative - a bore will be under the Madison River. no surface disturbance no adverse 
effects would be to fish and wildlife. 

actions alternative - no 

Consider any 
effects to wetlands. Consider Sensitive 
""'"...,''~"' and their habitat. 

The Little Brown 
Pearlshell have been listed as 

be exoel:::Iea 

1 

would take no current status. 

and Western 
adverse effect 

Determine if the 
What level of noise, 

is located on a topographic feature, or may be visible from or scenic areas. 
or visual change would be Identify cumulative effects to aesthetics. 

Neither alternative will aesthetic 

RESOURCES 
Determine the amount of limited resources the project would 
would affect. Identify cumulative effects to environmental resources. 

None. 

ENVIRONMENTAL THEAREA: 
List other studies, plans or projects on this tract. Determine cumulative impacts likely to occur as a result of current 

state or federal actions in the analysis area, and from future proposed state actions in the area that are 
under MEPA review (scoped) or permitting review any state agency. 

A 310 has been 

2 



IMPACTS ON THE HUMAN 

" RESOURCES potentially impacted are listed on the form, followed by common issues that would be considered. 
" Explain POTENTIAL IMPACTS AND MIT/GA TIONS following each resource heading. 
" Enter "NONE" If no impacts are identified or the resource is not present. 

14. HUMAN HEAL TH AND SAFETY: 
Identify any health and safety risks posed by the project. 

No effect with either alternative. 

15. COMMERCIAL AND AG RIC UL TURE ACTIVITIES AND PRODUCTION: 
Identify how the project would add to or alter these activities. 

Action Alternative Improve data transmission infrastructure would be available. 

No Action Alternative - Data 

Estimate the number of jobs the 
market. 

No effect with either alternative. 

infrastructure would not be 

EMPLOYMENT: 
would create, move or eliminate. cumulative effects to the 

cumulative effects to taxes and revenue. 

effect with either alternative. 

Estimate increases in traffic and to traffic patterns. 
schools, etc. ? cumulative effects of this and 

effect with either alternative. 

and how would affect 

any wilderness or recreational areas 
project on recreational potential within the tract. 

or access routes this tract. Determine the effects of the 

effect with either alternative. 

Estimate population changes and additional 
and housing. 

No effect with either alternative. 

STRUCTURES MORES: 

cumulative effects to recreational and wilderness activities. 

potential disruption of native or traditional lifestyles or communities. 

effect with either alternative. 
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23. CULTURAL UNIQUENESS AND DIVERSITY: 
How would the action affect any unique quality of the area? 

No effect with either alternative. 

24. OTHER APPROPRIATE SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC CIRCUMSTANCES: 
Estimate the return to the trust. Include appropriate economic analysis. Identify potential future uses for the analysis 
area other than existing management. Identify cumulative economic and social effects likely to occur as a result of the 
proposed action. 

The determined value for an easement on this river bed would be $600.00 per acre for 0.275 acres of 
encumbrance returning $165.00 to the permanent fund . 

EA Checklist 
Prepared By: 

Name: Katie Svoboda ~ U 
Title: Bozeman Unit Office Manager 

V. FINDING 

25. ALTERNATIVE SELECTED: 

Action: Process the application for utility Right of Way Easements. 

26. SIGNIFICANCE OF POTENTIAL IMPACTS: 

Date: 3/26/14 

I have determined that none of the anticipated environmental impacts outlined in the EA are significant 
according to the criteria outlined in ARM 36.2.524. I find that no impacts are regarded as severe, enduring, 
geographically widespread, or frequent. Further, I find that the quantity and quality of various resources, 
including any that may be considered unique or fragile, will not be adversely affected to a significant degree. I 
find no precedent for future actions that would cause significant impacts, and I find no conflict with local, State, 
or Federal laws, requirements, or formal plans. In summary, I find that the identified adverse impacts will be 
avoided, controlled, or mitigated by the design of the project to the extent that the impacts are not significant. 

27. NEED FOR FURTHER ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS: 

DEIS D More Detailed EA 

EA Checklist Name: 
Approved By: Title: 

Signature: Craig Campbell/ 

Craig Campbell 

Bozeman Unit Manager 
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0 No Further Analysis 

Date: 3/26/2015 


