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AGENDA 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF LAND COMMISSIONERS 

Monday, November 19, 2018 at 9:00 am 
State Capitol, Room 303 

Helena, MT 
 
ACTION ITEMS 
 
1118-1 FWP: WMA Addition/Fee Acquisition:  
 A: Canyon Creek WMA Additions/Fee Acquisition 
  Benefits: N/A (non-trust land) 
  Location: Lewis & Clark County 
 B: Dome Mountain WMA Additions/Fee Acquisition 
  Benefits: N/A (non-trust land) 
  Location: Park County 
 APPROVED 5-0 
 

1118-2 Timber Sales  
 Cripple Horse Timber Sale 
 Benefits: Public Buildings 
 Location: Lincoln County 
 APPROVED 5-0 
 

1118-3 Land Banking Parcels: Preliminary Approval for Sale #1048 
 Benefits: Public Buildings 
 Location: Flathead County 
 APPROVED 5-0 
 

1118-4 Land Banking Parcels: Set Minimum Bid for Sale, Galen 
 Benefits: Common Schools 
 Location: Deer Lodge County 
 APPROVED 5-0 
 

1118-5 Land Exchange: Final Approval for the Vermiculite Mountain Land Exchange  
 Benefits: Common Schools 
 Location: Lincoln County 
 APPROVED 5-0 
 

1118-6 Cabin Site Sales: Final Approval for Sale  
 A. Flathead County  
  Benefits: Common Schools and Montana Tech 
  Location: Flathead County  
 B. Missoula County  
  Benefits: MSU 2nd 
  Location: Missoula County   
 APPROVED 5-0 
 

1118-7 Easements 
 Benefits: Common Schools, Public Land Trust-Nav. Rivers 
 Location: Big Horn, Daniels, Liberty, Madison, McCone, Meagher, Sweet Grass, Valley 

and Yellowstone Counties  
 APPROVED 5-0 
 

1118-8 INFORMATIONAL ITEM:  2018 State Trust Lands Report 
 Benefits: N/A 
 Location: statewide 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT  

http://dnrc.mt.gov/LandBoard


1118-1 
FWP: WMA Addition/Fee Acquisition: 

A: Canyon Creek WMA Additions/Fee Acquisition

B: Dome Mountain WMA Additions/Fee Acquisition  
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November 19, 2018 

 
 
1118-1A FWP: Canyon Creek WMA Additions/Fee Acquisition  
 
 Location: Lewis & Clark County, Montana 
 
 Trust Benefits: n/a  
 
 Trust Revenue: n/a 
 
 
 
Item Summary Fish Wildlife and Parks (FWP) is seeking Land Board approval to acquire two 
additions to the Canyon Creek Wildlife Management Area (WMA): 1) the Cartan addition would 
add approximately 229 acres of important wildlife habitat to the WMA (+/- 59-acres between the 
Mill Creek Unit and Hwy 279 and +/- 170 acres 1.25 miles south of the WMA, total appraised 
value of $470,000); and 2) the Palmquist addition would add approximately 6 acres between the 
Mill Creek Unit and the highway (appraised value of $7,857/acre, actual acreage to be 
surveyed). The primary goal of both projects is to ensure the ecological integrity of the WMA 
while conserving wildlife habitats that extend beyond the bounds of the WMA. Two of the three 
parcels under consideration would establish a new WMA boundary against the Lincoln Road 
(Highway 279), avoiding potential development that could otherwise directly impact the WMA’s 
habitat and recreation values. These parcels, like the existing Canyon Creek WMA, would 
provide hunting opportunity for mule deer and elk; winter range for mule deer and moose; and 
spring, summer and fall range for all three of these big game species. In addition, the entire 
suite of carnivores, grizzly and black bear, wolves, Canada lynx, wolverine, bobcat, etc., use the 
area. Acquisition would further protect a stream corridor while also providing increased angler 
access, providing additional fishing opportunity for brook trout and rainbow trout in Canyon 
Creek. 
 
The properties are located within the focus area of the Montana Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Trust, which applies funds – originally derived from the sale of Canyon Ferry cabin-site leases – 
to land conservation and public access, with an emphasis on projects in the upper Missouri 
River drainage. MFWCT would be the primary funding source for the projects. 
 
FWP completed a 30-day public comment period on the draft EAs. A public hearing was held on 
September 20. Two individuals who commented during the hearing also provided written 
comments. A total of nine individuals and organizations indicated support for FWP to acquire 
the Cartan parcels. One individual registered opposition to FWP acquiring the 178-acre Cartan 
parcel. A total of eight individuals and organizations indicated support for FWP to acquire the 
Palmquist property; no opposition was expressed for this particular acquisition. 
 
FWP Commission approval was received October 17, 2018. 
 
FWP Recommendation 
FWP recommends the members of the Land Board approve FWP’s acquisition of the 3 parcels 
totaling approximately 235 acres for additions to the Canyon Creek WMA.  
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1118-1B FWP: Dome Mountain WMA Addition/Fee Acquisition 

Location:  Park County, Montana 

Trust Benefits: n/a 

Trust Revenue: n/a 

Item Summary Fish Wildlife and Parks (FWP) proposes to acquire a private, 161-acre 
inholding within an expanse of public land including the Dome Mountain Wildlife 
Management Area (WMA) and adjacent to Custer-Gallatin National Forest. The 
department further proposes as part of this final action to assign the conservation 
easement on this inholding, currently held by FWP, to the Rocky Mountain Elk 
Foundation. Acquiring this inholding, that also includes a year-round road- access 
easement across the WMA, is critical to maintaining the functional integrity of the WMA 
and surrounding public lands near the divide between Paradise Valley and Gardiner 
Basin. The property lies within important bull elk winter range and is adjacent to an 
important migratory corridor for elk. The area is important for connectivity between 
winter and summer ranges for the migratory northern Yellowstone elk herd, as well as 
population connectivity and dispersal corridors for many species of wildlife including 
grizzly bears. This parcel is a small but important addition to the WMA and to an 
expanse of native habitat that provides wildlife and recreational connectivity between 
Yellowstone Park and areas to the north in Montana. The parcel was purchased by The 
Conservation Fund, subject to an option agreement, to help FWP bridge this acquisition. 
The value of the inholding was appraised at $1.37 million. TCF intends to sell the parcel 
to FWP as a bargain sale for $550,775.  The parcel would be a strategic addition to the 
WMA, helping retain the area’s high resource and recreational values. 

FWP released a draft environmental assessment seeking public review of the proposed 
acquisition on May 5, 2018; it was available for public comment for 30 days. A legal 
notice of the proposal and availability of the draft EA was published in two newspapers, 
and notification of the EA’s availability was emailed to a Livingston area distribution list 
of over 100 interested persons held by the Livingston biologist. FWP received a total of 
14 comments, including 10 from private individuals and four from organizations. One 
individual submitted a comment in opposition to the proposed acquisition; all others 
were in support. 

FWP Commission approval was received October 17, 2018. 

FWP Recommendation 
FWP recommends the members of the Land Board approve FWP’s acquisition of the 161-
acre addition to the Dome Mountain.   
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Timber Sale: 

Cripple Horse Timber Sale 
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1118-2 Timber Sale:  Cripple Horse  
 
 Location: Lincoln County  
                  Section 2, T31N, R29W 
 
 Trust Benefits:  Public Buildings 
 
 Trust Revenue: $177,463 (estimated, minimum bid) 
 
 
Item Summary 
 
Location: The Cripple Horse Timber Sale is located approximately 23 miles northeast of Libby, 
MT in Lincoln county.  
 
Size and Scope: The sale includes 1 harvest unit (148 acres) of tractor logging. 
 
Volume: The estimated harvest volume is 8,030 tons (1.178 MMBF) of sawlogs. 
 
Estimated Return: The minimum bid is $22.10 per ton, which would generate approximately 
$177,463 for the Public Buildings Trust and approximately $14,293 in Forest Improvement fees. 
 
Prescription: This sale has a harvest prescription of commercial thinning treatment that will 
perpetuate the desired future condition while reducing future fuel loads. 
 
Road Construction/Maintenance: DNRC is proposing 0.38 miles of new permanent road 
construction and 0.22 miles of road maintenance. 
 
Access: Access has been obtained through the Cripple Horse Cost Share with the United 
States Forest Service. 
 
Public Comments:  Five comments in total were received on the timber sale. Three members 
of the public and the USFS district ranger supported the timber sale.  The Northern Cheyenne 
Tribe THPO requested notification should any archeological discovery be made.   
 
DNRC Recommendation 
The director recommends the Land Board direct DNRC to sell the Cripple Horse Timber Sale. 
 



[PROJECT NAME] VICINITY MAP [PROJECT NAME] VICINITY MAP CRIPPLE HORSE Timber Sale 

Cripple Horse T.S. 

T31N R29W sec.2 

JR 9/2018 
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1118-3 Land Banking Parcel: Preliminary Approval for Sale #1048 

Location:  Flathead County 

Trust Benefits: Public Buildings 

Trust Revenue:  Appraisal to be completed after preliminary approval 

Item Summary 

The Department of Natural Resources and Conservation (DNRC) is requesting preliminary 
approval to sell one parcel totaling approximately .043 acre with a commercial building 
improvement nominated for sale in Flathead County. The sale was nominated by the DNRC 
NWLO/Kalispell Unit and is located at 140 Lupfer Avenue, Whitefish, Montana. 

Sale # # of 
Acres Legal Nominator Trust 

1048 .043± Lot 1 of Lupfer Townhouses 
T31N-R22W, Sec. 36 

DNRC/NWLO 
Kalispell Unit 

Public 
Buildings 

The sale parcel is a commercial townhouse which was received as a part of a larger land 
exchange in 2009.  That exchange included provisions that the proponent guarantees the State 
Trust Lands a net revenue of $30,000 annually for ten years.  The ten-year guarantee which 
augments the rental income is set to expire in April of 2019.  The prior guaranteed rental 
revenue far exceeds the current market rental rates.  In addition to loss of the guaranteed rental 
income are concerns of vacancy cost and future repairs and improvements. 

The sale parcel is within a platted commercial zone in the city of Whitefish.  The sale of this 
parcel would not restrict or eliminate access to adjacent private land.   

MEPA scoping is ongoing, and no potentially negative issues related to the sale of this parcel 
have been identified.   

With the Land Board’s preliminary approval to sell this parcel, DNRC can continue the due 
diligence necessary to fully evaluate and process the parcel for sale. 

DNRC Recommendation 

The director recommends the Land Board grant preliminary approval to sell this parcel. 
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Land Banking Parcels: 
Set Minimum Bid for Sale 
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1118-4 Land Banking Parcel:  Set the Minimum for Sale 

Location:  Deer Lodge County 

Trust Benefits: Common Schools 

Trust Revenue:  $149,000 

Item Summary 

The Department of Natural Resources and Conservation (DNRC) is requesting to set the 
minimum bid to sell one parcel totaling approximately 40 acres nominated for sale in Deer 
Lodge County.   The sale was nominated by the lessee and the parcel is located approximately 
12 miles south of Deer Lodge, Montana. 

Sale # # of 
Acres Legal Nominator Trust 

919 40± NE4NE4 
T6N-R10W Sec. 36 Peggy Beck Common 

Schools 

The land is adjacent to the Galen Tuberculosis Sanitarium, which was established in 1912 and 
closed in 1993.  The acreage nominated for sale comprised the dairy farm for the sanitarium.  
The buildings on the nominated parcel have deteriorated considerably.  The primary purpose of 
the potential sale of this parcel is to remove the liability to the State of Montana.  Due to lack of 
funding and ability to maintain the buildings, the DNRC has determined it is in the best interest 
of the trustee to sell the land through the land banking process.  The buildings will be conveyed 
with the land and without the obligation to restore or maintain the buildings.  These buildings are 
on the State Historic Preservation Office’s register. The department has consulted with the 
SHPO and met all requirements of the state Antiquities Act. 

The sale parcel has been used primarily for livestock grazing purposes. 

The sale parcel is legally accessible by the public. The state will reserve a 40’ wide non-
exclusive road easement for all lawful ingress and egress in the SE corner of the 40-acre parcel. 

No potentially negative issues were identified through the MEPA process regarding the sale of 
this parcel.   

Economic Analysis: 
Short-term – The rate of return on the sale parcel is 2.13%.  The parcel would continue to 

receive this return if it remains in state ownership. 
Long-term – The funds from the sale of this parcel would be combined with other sale funds to 

purchase replacement lands through the department’s Land Banking 
program.  Lands purchased are required to have an equal or greater rate of return 
than the combined lands that generated the sale funds used for the purchase.  To 
date, the average annual rate of return on acquisitions has been 2.78% on 
acquisitions with income generated from annual lease payments.   

1118-4

Page 1 of 4 Created 11/1/18



Cultural/Paleontological Resources: 

The DNRC conducted a Class III cultural and paleontological resources inventory of the area of 
potential effect (APE).  During the course of inventory, a series of barns, sheds, and irrigation 
features were identified and documented.  The features are all considered part of the Galen 
State Hospital (24DL289)— a cultural resource that has been determined eligible for listing in 
the National Register of Historic Places.  All of these features are in poor to fair condition 
because of abandonment and a lack of maintenance.  A detailed site form update has been 
prepared by the DNRC and is on file with both the DNRC and the SHPO. 

Through consultation with the Montana State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO), it was 
agreed that sale of the subject farm buildings would constitute an Adverse Effect to Heritage 
Properties by removing these features from state ownership.  However, because of a lack of 
state resources, the buildings will continue to deteriorate if left in State ownership.  It was also 
agreed that the only realistic (but not guaranteed) possibility to preserve one or more of the 
Galan Farm buildings to their original historical appearance is under private ownership.      

Background: 
In May 2018, the Board granted preliminary approval for this parcel to continue through the Land 
Banking sale evaluation process.  

Appraised value of sale parcel: 

DNRC Recommendation 
The director recommends that the Board set the minimum bid at the value shown above. 

Sale # Appraised Value 
With Access 

Appraised Value 
per acre 

Recommended 
Minimum Bid 

Appraised Value 
of Improvements 

919 $149,000 $3725 $149,000 $0 
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U.S. Department of Agriculture Farm Services Agency Aerial Photography Field Office., Montana State
Library, Esri, HERE, Garmin, © OpenStreetMap contributors, and the GIS user community

Located: 
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Prepared by: MH
October 25, 2018 µState Trust Land 

 Sale # 919
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Galen Road Property 1118-4
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Land Exchange: Final Approval 
Vermiculite Mountain 
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1118-5 Land Exchange:  Final Approval for The Vermiculite Mountain Land 

Exchange   
 
 Location:  Lincoln County 
 
 Trust Benefits: Common Schools 
 
 Trust Revenue:  N/A 
 

 
 

 Item Summary 
The Department of Natural Resources and Conservation (DNRC) requests final approval 
of a land exchange proposal with Kootenai Development Company.   This land 
exchange involves 640 acres of Common Schools trust lands located adjacent to the 
Libby Vermiculite mine, within the EPA Superfund Site (OU3), for 1239.43 acres of 
deeded private land.  All lands proposed in this exchange are located in Lincoln County. 
 
Acres: 

State Trust Land (DNRC) 
County Legal Description Trust Acres 
Lincoln Sec. 16, T31N, R30W Common 

Schools 
640 

                                                                                    Total acres          640 
 

Kootenai Development Company Land 
County Legal Description Acres 
Lincoln Sec. 7 T29N, R27W 640 
Lincoln Gov’t Lots 1, 2, 3, 5, 6 and 7; SWNE; W2SE; E2SW; SENW Sec. 1 

T29N, R28W 
442.41 

Lincoln Gov’t Lot 4; SWNW; W2SW Sec. 1 T29N, R28W 157.02 
                                                                                                     Total acres      1239.43 

 
Location:  Lincoln County  
 
Beneficiaries: Common Schools 

  
PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT PROCESS AND RESULTS 
The Vermiculite Mountain Land Exchange was nominated by representatives of the WR 
Grace and Company under the Land Exchange Policy.  
The preliminary scoping process of the exchange was completed in Lincoln County with 
direct mailings to seventy-eight interested parties, agencies and adjacent landowners.  
Public notice was published in the local newspaper.  The Lincoln County Commissioners 
and the Kootenai National Forest representatives expressed support for the proposed 
exchange.  The Land Board voted 5-0 in favor of preliminary approval of The Vermiculite 
Mountain Land Exchange. 
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Upon completion of the Cultural and Environmental Assessments the draft EA was 
posted for public review and a public hearing was held in Lincoln County with legal 
notice published in the local newspaper.   One letter of support was received from the 
District Ranger, Canoe Gulch Ranger Station, Kootenai National Forest for this proposal.  
 
EXCHANGE CRITERIA ANALYSIS 
The following review documents how the land exchange meets or exceeds the land 
exchange criteria and accrues benefits to the Common Schools Trust Beneficiaries. 
 
1.  EQUAL OR GREATER VALUE 
The proposed land exchange for 640 acres of State Land located within the Libby 
Superfund Site Operable Unit 3 (OU3) for Kootenai Development Company’s 1239.43 
acres of deeded private land. 
 
The state land and private land were appraised with an effective date of June 21, 2018.    
The state land to be exchanged appraised fair market value is $900,000*.  The private 
lands to be exchanged appraised fair market value is $1,740,000.  The appraised values 
of lands are a net gain to the state of $840,000. 
 
*The State Land was appraised under the hypothetical condition that it has not been 
contaminated by asbestos, and with the extraordinary assumption that it has legal 
access. The appraisal assignment included the instructions to value the State Land with 
a discount applied for no legal access.  The State Land value with a discount applied for 
no legal access is estimated at $225,000. 
 
Based on variable acreage proposed to be exchanged to the state, the proposed land 
exchange would meet the land exchange criteria of equal or greater value.  
 
Meets criteria. 
 
2.  STATE LAND BORDERING ON NAVIGABLE LAKES AND STREAMS 
N/A - There are no navigable lakes or streams bordering on either the trust land or the 
exchange parcels.   
 
Meets criteria. 
 
3.  EQUAL OR GREATER INCOME TO THE TRUST 
The State Land does not generate revenue due to the DNRC being unable to manage 
the timberland located within the superfund site.  The private land offered in the 
exchange contains a total of 1239.43 acres of industrial forest land.  The projected 
annual income from the private lands is $9,436 with a .49% rate of return. 
 
Based on anticipated productivity of the lands amortized over a 60-year period, and no 
income generated from state land within the superfund site, the proposed land exchange 
would meet the land exchange criteria of equal or greater income. 
 
Meets criteria. 
 
4.  EQUAL OR GREATER ACREAGE 
The land exchange proposes to exchange 1239.43 acres of private deeded land for 640 
acres of state trust land.  A net gain for the state of 599.43 acres. 
 
Meets criteria. 
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5.  CONSOLIDATION OF STATE LAND 
The proposed land exchange would exchange away an isolated section of trust land 
surrounded on three sides by U.S.F.S. lands and the remainder of the lands bordering 
the parcel are owned by the Kootenai Development Company formerly known as the 
W.R. Grace Vermiculite mine.  
 
The private land proposed to be exchanged to the state is an area of “checkerboard” 
State Trust Land and Weyerhaeuser lands. The exchange would consolidate trust lands 
ownership. 
 
Five isolated state trust parcels would become one consolidated block of trust lands 
totaling 2,945.54 acres.  
 
This land exchange proposal would result in consolidation of state land parcels.  
 
Meets criteria. 
 
6.  POTENTIAL FOR LONG-TERM APPRECIATION 
The current State Trust Land parcel’s potential for long-term appreciation is unknown 
due to its inclusion within the Libby Superfund Site.   When the Superfund Site cleanup 
is complete, and the Superfund designation is removed there may remain long-term 
management restrictions in effect.      
 
The private land to be acquired by the state will provide potential for long term 
appreciation with the consolidation of state land, a road system and improved forest land 
management. 
 
Meets criteria. 
 
7.  ACCESS 
The State Trust Land parcel does not have legal road access of record.  Legal public 
walk-in access is through adjacent Forest Service lands. The trust land parcel’s inclusion 
within the Libby Superfund site will continue to preclude public access for the 
foreseeable future.  
 
The proposed acquisition parcels are currently private production timber lands with 
existing road systems that provide access for trust lands, USFS lands and 
Weyerhaeuser lands. Conversion to trust lands from private land would permanently 
secure public access rights consistent with General Recreational Use law.  
 
Meets criteria. 
 
 
 AGENCY RECCOMMENDATIONS 
 
The director recommends approval of this exchange due to the opportunity to gain 
manageable forest lands outside of the EPA Superfund site while consolidating state 
trust lands and increasing public access. 
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Cabin Site Sale: Final Approval for Sale 
A. Flathead County 

B. Missoula County 
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1118-6  Cabin and Home Sites:  Final Approval for Sale 
   A. Flathead County 
 
   Location:    Flathead County 
   Trust Benefits:  Common Schools, Montana Tech 
   Trust Revenue:   $1,151,000 
 
 
Item Summary 
The Department of Natural Resources and Conservation (DNRC) is requesting final approval for 
sale of 4 cabin sites nominated for sale in Flathead County.  These sales were nominated by 
the lessees and DNRC in conjunction with the Cabin and Home Site Sale Program. 
 

Sale 
No. Acres Legal Description Nominator Trust 

921 1.411± Lot 3, McGregor Lake, COS 19909, 
Section 16, T26N-R25W Karol K. Stack Common 

Schools  

923 1.365± Lot 12, McGregor Lake, COS 19909, 
Section 16, T26N-R25W 

Donald & Claudia 
Dennison 

Common 
Schools 

930 0.646± Lot 23, Echo Lake, COS 18885,  
Section 5, T27N-R19W 

Floyd R. & Helen 
M. Cook 

Montana 
Tech 

931 0.965± Lot 40, Echo Lake, COS 18885, 
Section 5, T27N-R19W 

Brian & Cari 
Schlauch 

Montana 
Tech 

 
The parcels are currently leased as cabin sites and produce an average income for residential 
leases statewide.   
 
The parcels will be sold with the access that is currently provided under their lease agreements 
and can be conveyed by DNRC.  
 
Economic Analysis: 
Short term – The average rates of return on these sale parcels are as follows.  The parcels will 

continue to receive these returns if they remain in state ownership. 
Sale No. Rate of Return Sale No. Rate of Return 

921 2.860% 930 2.348% 
923 2.718% 931 3.168% 

 
Long term – The funds from the sale of these parcels would be combined with other sale funds 

to purchase replacement lands through DNRC’s Land Banking program. Lands 
purchased are required to have an equal or greater rate of return than the 
combined lands that generated the sale funds used for the purchase.  To date, the 
average annual rate of return on acquisitions has been 2.8% on acquisitions with 
income generated from annual lease payments.   
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Cultural/Paleontological Resources:  
A Class I level of cultural resource inventory was conducted for each of the proposed sales. 
Home sites typically contain numerous structures and the ground surfaces within most home 
sites have been variously disturbed over the course of many years of occupation and 
development. These sales will have no effect to state-owned heritage properties. 
 
Background:  
These sales were granted preliminary approval in March 2018 to proceed through the Cabin 
and Home Site Sale Program.  In September 2018, the Land Board set the minimum bid for the 
land and the maximum value of compensation for the improvements at the appraised values 
below: 
 

Sale Nos. Appraised Land Value Appraised Improvements 
Value 

921 $317,000 $176,000 
923 $323,000 $277,000 
930 $199,000 $55,000 
931 $312,000 $82,000 

 
Sale Price:  
These sales sold at public auction on October 30, 2018.  There was one bidder per sale, and 
bidders for all sales were the current lessees.  All parcels were sold for the minimum bid 
amounts listed above. 
 
DNRC Recommendation 
The director recommends the Land Board grant final approval for the sale of these cabin sites at 
the values shown above.  The sales will close within 30 days of final approval by the Land 
Board. 
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FLATHEAD COUNTY SALES 

 
 

McGregor Lake 
Section 16, T26N-R25W, Flathead County 

 
 
  

ECHO LAKE 

MCGREGOR LAKE 
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Echo Lake 
Section 5, T27N-19W, Flathead County 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

#930 

#931 

1118-6A

Page 4 of 4 Created 11/1/18



Land Board Agenda Item 
November 19, 2018 

 
 
1118-6  Cabin and Home Sites:  Final Approval for Sale 
   B. Missoula County 
 
   Location:    Missoula County 
   Trust Benefits:  MSU 2nd 
   Trust Revenue:   $210,000 
 
 
Item Summary 
The Department of Natural Resources and Conservation (DNRC) is requesting final approval for 
sale of 7 cabin sites nominated for sale in Missoula County.  These sales were nominated by 
the lessees in conjunction with the Cabin and Home Site Sale Program. 
 

Sale 
No. Acres Legal Description Nominator Trust 

938 1.449± Lot 17, Seeley Lake Development, COS 5840, 
Section 4, T16N-R15W 

Olive Sol & Patricia 
Ann Doty MSU 2nd 

1036 1.639± Lot 19, Seeley Lake Development, COS 5840, 
Section 4, T16N-R15W 

Brian & Nadine 
Pedersen MSU 2nd 

939 1.217± Lot 20, Seeley Lake Development, COS 5840, 
Section 4, T16N-R15W 

Richard & Elizabeth 
Meyn MSU 2nd 

940 3.148± Lot 27, Seeley Lake Development, COS 5840, 
Section 4, T16N-R15W Brian Bertsch MSU 2nd 

941 2.189± Lot 31, Seeley Lake Development, COS 5840, 
Section 4, T16N-R15W J & E Contracting MSU 2nd 

942 1.293± Lot 38, Seeley Lake Development, COS 5840, 
Section 4, T16N-R15W 

Marvin & Lynn Job, 
Bryce & Marcey 

Campbell 
MSU 2nd 

943 1.291± Lot 40, Seeley Lake Development, COS 5840, 
Section 4, T16N-R15W 

David & Connie 
Murray MSU 2nd 

 
The parcels are currently leased as cabin sites and produce an average income for residential 
leases statewide.   
 
The parcels will be sold with the access that is currently provided under their lease agreements 
and can be conveyed by DNRC.  
 
Economic Analysis: 
Short term – The average rates of return on these sale parcels are as follows.  The parcels will 

continue to receive these returns if they remain in state ownership. 
 

Sale No. Rate of Return Sale No. Rate of Return 
938 5.528% 941 5.147% 

1036 5.571% 942 4.998% 
939 5.359% 943 5.333% 
940 5.323%   
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Long term – The funds from the sale of these parcels would be combined with other sale funds 
to purchase replacement lands through DNRC’s Land Banking program. Lands 
purchased are required to have an equal or greater rate of return than the 
combined lands that generated the sale funds used for the purchase.  To date, the 
average annual rate of return on acquisitions has been 2.8% on acquisitions with 
income generated from annual lease payments.   

 
Cultural/Paleontological Resources:  
A Class I level of cultural resource inventory was conducted for each of the proposed sales. 
Home sites typically contain numerous structures and the ground surfaces within most home 
sites have been variously disturbed over the course of many years of occupation and 
development. These sales will have no effect to state-owned heritage properties. 
 
Background: 
These sales were granted preliminary approval in March 2018 to proceed through the Cabin 
and Home Site Sale Program.  In September 2018, the Land Board set the minimum bid for the 
land and the maximum value of compensation for the improvements at the appraised values 
below: 

Sale Nos. Appraised Land Value Appraised Improvements 
Value 

938 $30,000 $103,000 
1036 $30,000 $119,000 
939 $30,000 $104,000 
940 $30,000 $182,000 
941 $30,000 $2,000 

942 $30,000 $127,000 
943 $30,000 $59,000 

 
Sale Price: 
These sales sold at public auction on October 31, 2018.  There was one bidder per sale, and 
bidders for all sales were the current lessees.  All parcels were sold for the minimum bid 
amounts listed above. 
 
DNRC Recommendation 
The director recommends the Land Board grant final approval for the sale of these cabin sites at 
the values shown above.  The sales will close within 30 days of final approval by the Land 
Board. 
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MISSOULA COUNTY SALES 

 
 

Seeley Lake Development 
T16N-R15W, Sec. 4, Missoula County 

SEELEY LAKE DEVELOPMENT 

#938 

#1036 

#943 

#942 
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1118-7 
Easements 



Land Board Agenda Item 
November 19, 2018 

1118-7 Easements 

Location:  Big Horn, Daniels, Liberty, Madison, McCone, Meagher, Sweet 
Grass, Valley, Yellowstone 

Trust Benefits:   Common Schools, Public Land Trust – Nav. Rivers 

Trust Revenue: Common Schools = $ 41,683 
Public Land Trust = $ 83,704 

Item Table of Contents 

Applicant Right-of-Way Purpose Term Page(s) 

Lazy T3 Red Angus Inc./Errol Fritz Historic Access Road Permanent 1-2

Northwestern Energy 
Buried & Overhead Electric 
Lines & Pipelines Permanent 3-56

NorVal Electric Coop. Inc Buried Electric Line Permanent 57-62
Montana Dept. Transportation Bridge R/W Easement Permanent 63-64
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APPLICANTS AND RIGHTS OF WAY INFORMATION 
 
Applicant:   Lazy T3 Red Angus Inc & Errol Fritz.  and Errol Fritz 
    1465 Whitlash Rd. 
    Chester, MT 59522 
 
Application No.:  18122 
R/W Purpose:   a private access road for the purpose of conducting normal 
    farming and ranching operations 
Lessee Agreement:  N/A (Historic) 
Acreage:   0.88 
Compensation:  $440.00 
Legal Description:  20-foot strip through the NE4NE4, SW4NE4, Sec. 16, Twp. 35N, 
    Rge. 4E, Liberty County 
Trust Beneficiary:  Common Schools 
 
 
Item Summary 
 
Lazy T3 Red Angus Inc and Errol Fritz have made application for the use of an existing road for 
access to one single-family residence and associated outbuildings, along with conducting 
normal farming and ranching operations. The road has been in place for years and authorization 
for continued use is being requested pursuant to §77-1-130, MCA, which allows for recognition 
of such historic access.  State Land affected by this access road is legally accessible via MT 
Hwy 409, also known as Whitlash Road.  The private property to be accessed is described as:  
 
Lazy T3 Red Angus Inc 

• Sec. 9-T35N-R4E – NENE, N2S2SENE, N2S2S2SENE, SENW, E2SW, S2S2S2NESE,   
•                                  S2SE, N2SENE 
• Sec. 4-T35N-R4E – NE4, E2SE4 
• Sec. 3-T35N-R4E – W2NW4 
• Sec. 33-T36N-R4E – E2E2, W2SE4, SW4NE4 
• Sec. 34-T36N-R4E – W2NW4, SE4SW4, W2SW4 

 
Errol Fritz 

• Sec. 9-T35N-R4E – S2S2S2SENE, N2NESE, N2S2NESE, N2S2S2NESE 
 

DNRC Recommendation 
 
The director recommends approval of this historic private access road application. 
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APPLICANTS AND RIGHTS OF WAY INFORMATION 
 
Applicant:   Northwestern Energy 
    11 E. Park 
    Butte, MT 59701 
 
Application No.:  18323 
R/W Purpose:   a buried 10" natural gas pipeline 
Lessee Agreement:  N/A (Historic) 
Acreage:   0.24 
Compensation:  $1,440.00 
Legal Description:  50-foot strip across the Boulder River in NW4SE4, Sec. 23,  

Twp. 1N, Rge. 14E, Sweet Grass County 
Trust Beneficiary:  Public Land Trust 
 
 
Item Summary 
 
Northwestern Energy has made application for multiple overhead electric distribution, 
transmission lines, and natural gas pipelines that were constructed on state lands many years 
ago without proper authorization from the Land Board.  Pursuant to §77-1-130, MCA 
Northwestern Energy is requesting recognition of these overhead electric distribution and 
transmission lines as historic rights of ways. 
 
DNRC Recommendation 
 
The director recommends approval of this historic right of way for Northwestern Energy. 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
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APPLICANTS AND RIGHTS OF WAY INFORMATION 
 
Applicant:   Northwestern Energy 
    11 E. Park 
    Butte, MT 59701 
 
Application No.:  18326 
R/W Purpose:   an overhead 50 kV electric transmission line with a  24.94 kV 
    distribution line underbuild 
Lessee Agreement:  N/A (Historic) 
Acreage:   0.04 
Compensation:  $1,350.00 
Legal Description: 30-foot strip across the Boulder River in SE4SW4, SW4SE4, Sec. 

12 and NE4NW4, Sec. 13, Twp. 1N, Rge. 14E, Sweet Grass 
County 

Trust Beneficiary:  Public Land Trust 
 
 
Item Summary 
 
See page 1 for summary 
 
DNRC Recommendation 
 
See page 1 for recommendation 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
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APPLICANTS AND RIGHTS OF WAY INFORMATION 
 
Applicant:   Northwestern Energy 
    11 E. Park 
    Butte, MT 59701 
 
Application No.:  18327 
R/W Purpose:   an overhead 24.94 kV electric distribution line 
Lessee Agreement:  N/A (Historic) 
Acreage:   0.10 
Compensation:  $200.00 
Legal Description:  10-foot strip across the Yellowstone River in W2SW4, Sec. 12,  
    Twp. 1N, Rge. 14E, Sweet Grass County 
Trust Beneficiary:  Public Land Trust 
 
 
Item Summary 
 
See page 1 for summary 
 
DNRC Recommendation 
 
See page 1 for recommendation 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
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APPLICANTS AND RIGHTS OF WAY INFORMATION 
 
Applicant:   Northwestern Energy 
    11 E. Park 
    Butte, MT 59701 
 
Application No.:  18332 
R/W Purpose:   an overhead 4.16 kV electric distribution line 
Lessee Agreement:  N/A (Historic) 
Acreage:   0.02 
Compensation:  $120.00 
Legal Description: 10-foot strip across the Boulder River in N2NE4, Sec. 23,   

Twp. 1N, Rge. 14E, Sweet Grass County 
Trust Beneficiary:  Public Land Trust 
 
 
Item Summary 
 
See page 1 for summary 
 
DNRC Recommendation 
 
See page 1 for recommendation 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
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APPLICANTS AND RIGHTS OF WAY INFORMATION 
 
Applicant:   Northwestern Energy 
    11 E. Park 
    Butte, MT 59701 
 
Application No.:  18333 
R/W Purpose:   an overhead 4.16 kV electric distribution line 
Lessee Agreement:  N/A (Historic) 
Acreage:   0.10 
Compensation:  $525.00 
Legal Description:  10-foot strip across the Boulder River in S2NW4, Sec. 13,  
    Twp. 1N, Rge. 14E, Sweet Grass County 
Trust Beneficiary:  Public Land Trust 
 
 
Item Summary 
 
See page 1 for summary 
 
DNRC Recommendation 
 
See page 1 for recommendation 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
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APPLICANTS AND RIGHTS OF WAY INFORMATION 
 
Applicant:   Northwestern Energy 
    11 E. Park 
    Butte, MT 59701 
 
Application No.:  18334 
R/W Purpose:   an overhead 4.16 kV electric distribution line 
Lessee Agreement:  N/A (Historic) 
Acreage:   0.07 
Compensation:  $350.00 
Legal Description:  10-foot strip across the Yellowstone River in SW4SE4, Sec. 11 

and NW4NE4, Sec. 14, Twp. 1N, Rge. 14E, Sweet Grass 
County 

Trust Beneficiary:  Public Land Trust 
 
 
Item Summary 
 
See page 1 for summary 
 
DNRC Recommendation 
 
See page 1 for recommendation 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
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APPLICANTS AND RIGHTS OF WAY INFORMATION 
 
Applicant:   Northwestern Energy 
    11 E. Park 
    Butte, MT 59701 
 
Application No.:  18335 
R/W Purpose:   an overhead 4.16 kV electric distribution line 
Lessee Agreement:  N/A (Historic) 
Acreage:   0.03 
Compensation:  $150.00 
Legal Description:  10-foot strip across the Boulder River in NW4SW4, Sec. 13 and  
    NW4SE4, Sec. 14, Twp. 1N, Rge. 14E, Sweet Grass County 
Trust Beneficiary:  Public Land Trust 
 
 
Item Summary 
 
See page 1 for summary 
 
DNRC Recommendation 
 
See page 1 for recommendation 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
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APPLICANTS AND RIGHTS OF WAY INFORMATION 
 
Applicant:   Northwestern Energy 
    11 E. Park 
    Butte, MT 59701 
 
Application No.:  18336 
R/W Purpose:   an overhead 4.16 kV electric distribution line 
Lessee Agreement:  N/A (Historic) 
Acreage:   0.04 
Compensation:  $270.00 
Legal Description:  10-foot strip across the Boulder River in NE4NW4, Sec. 26,  
    Twp. 1N, Rge. 14E, Sweet Grass County 
Trust Beneficiary:  Public Land Trust 
 
 
Item Summary 
 
See page 1 for summary 
 
DNRC Recommendation 
 
See page 1 for recommendation 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
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APPLICANTS AND RIGHTS OF WAY INFORMATION 
 
Applicant:   Northwestern Energy 
    11 E. Park 
    Butte, MT 59701 
 
Application No.:  18337 
R/W Purpose:   an overhead 4.16 kV electric distribution line 
Lessee Agreement:  N/A (Historic) 
Acreage:   0.04 
Compensation:  $240.00 
Legal Description:  10-foot strip across the Boulder River in SE4SW4, Sec. 23,  
    Twp. 1N, Rge. 14E, Sweet Grass County 
Trust Beneficiary:  Public Land Trust 
 
 
Item Summary 
 
See page 1 for summary 
 
DNRC Recommendation 
 
See page 1 for recommendation 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
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APPLICANTS AND RIGHTS OF WAY INFORMATION 
 
Applicant:   Northwestern Energy 
    11 E. Park 
    Butte, MT 59701 
 
Application No.:  18369 
R/W Purpose:   a buried 2" natural gas pipeline 
Lessee Agreement:  N/A (Historic) 
Acreage:   0.68 
Compensation:  $1,020.00 
Legal Description:  20-foot strip through the SW4SE4, Sec. 29 Twp. 1N, Rge. 15E, 
    Sweet Grass County 
Trust Beneficiary:  Common Schools 
 
 
Item Summary 
 
See page 1 for summary 
 
DNRC Recommendation 
 
See page 1 for recommendation 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
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APPLICANTS AND RIGHTS OF WAY INFORMATION 
 
Applicant:   Northwestern Energy 
    11 E. Park 
    Butte, MT 59701 
 
Application No.:  18372 
R/W Purpose:   a buried 10" natural gas pipeline 
Lessee Agreement:  N/A (Historic) 
Acreage:   2.52 
Compensation:  $3,780.00 
Legal Description:  50-foot strip through the SW4SE4, SE4SE4, Sec. 29, Twp. 1N, 
0     Rge. 15E, Sweet Grass County 
Trust Beneficiary:  Common Schools 
 
 
Item Summary 
 
See page 1 for summary 
 
DNRC Recommendation 
 
See page 1 for recommendation 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
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APPLICANTS AND RIGHTS OF WAY INFORMATION 
 
Applicant:   Northwestern Energy 
    11 E. Park 
    Butte, MT 59701 
 
Application No.:  18373 
R/W Purpose:   an overhead 12.47 kV electric distribution line 
Lessee Agreement:  N/A (Historic) 
Acreage:   0.07 
Compensation:  $245.00 
Legal Description:  10-foot strip across the Yellowstone River in NE4SE4, Sec. 8, 
    Twp. 1S, Rge. 16E, Sweet Grass County 
Trust Beneficiary:  Public Land Trust 
 
 
Item Summary 
 
See page 1 for summary 
 
DNRC Recommendation 
 
See page 1 for recommendation 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
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APPLICANTS AND RIGHTS OF WAY INFORMATION 
 
Applicant:   Northwestern Energy 
    11 E. Park 
    Butte, MT 59701 
 
Application No.:  18374 
R/W Purpose:   an overhead 12.47 kV electric distribution line 
Lessee Agreement:  N/A (Historic) 
Acreage:   0.10 
Compensation:  $100.00 
Legal Description:  10-foot strip across the Yellowstone River in NE4NE4, Sec. 21, 
    Twp. 1S, Rge. 16E, Sweet Grass County 
Trust Beneficiary:  Public Land Trust 
 
 
Item Summary 
 
See page 1 for summary 
 
DNRC Recommendation 
 
See page 1 for recommendation 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
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APPLICANTS AND RIGHTS OF WAY INFORMATION 
 
Applicant:   Northwestern Energy 
    11 E. Park 
    Butte, MT 59701 
 
Application No.:  18377 
R/W Purpose:   a buried 12.47 kV electric distribution line 
Lessee Agreement:  N/A (Historic) 
Acreage:   0.07 
Compensation:  $100.00 
Legal Description:  30-foot strip through the NW4SE4, Sec. 36,  Twp. 1S, Rge. 17E, 
    Sweet Grass County 
Trust Beneficiary:  Common Schools 
 
 
Item Summary 
 
See page 1 for summary 
 
DNRC Recommendation 
 
See page 1 for recommendation 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
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APPLICANTS AND RIGHTS OF WAY INFORMATION 
 
Applicant:   Northwestern Energy 
    11 E. Park 
    Butte, MT 59701 
 
Application No.:  18378 
R/W Purpose:   an overhead 12.47 kV electric distribution line 
Lessee Agreement:  N/A (Historic) 
Acreage:   0.19 
Compensation:  $143.00 
Legal Description:  30-foot strip through the NW4NW4, Sec. 36, Twp. 1S, Rge. 17E, 
    Sweet Grass County 
Trust Beneficiary:  Common Schools 
 
 
Item Summary 
 
See page 1 for summary 
 
DNRC Recommendation 
 
See page 1 for recommendation 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
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APPLICANTS AND RIGHTS OF WAY INFORMATION 
 
Applicant:   Northwestern Energy 
    11 E. Park 
    Butte, MT 59701 
 
Application No.:  18382 
R/W Purpose:   an overhead 50 kV electric transmission line 
Lessee Agreement:  N/A (Historic) 
Acreage:   0.29 
Compensation:  $580.00 
Legal Description:  30-foot strip across the Yellowstone River in W2SW4, Sec. 12, 
    Twp. 1N, Rge. 14E, Sweet Grass County 
Trust Beneficiary:  Public Land Trust 
 
 
Item Summary 
 
See page 1 for summary 
 
DNRC Recommendation 
 
See page 1 for recommendation 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
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APPLICANTS AND RIGHTS OF WAY INFORMATION 
 
Applicant:   Northwestern Energy 
    11 E. Park 
    Butte, MT 59701 
 
Application No.:  18383 
R/W Purpose:   an overhead 50 kV electric transmission line with a 14.4 kV  
    distribution line underbuild 
Lessee Agreement:  N/A (Historic) 
Acreage:   0.04 
Compensation:  $210.00 
Legal Description:  30-foot strip across the Boulder River in NE4NW4, Sec. 13,   
    Twp. 1N, Rge. 14E, Sweet Grass County 
Trust Beneficiary:  Public Land Trust 
 
 
Item Summary 
 
See page 1 for summary 
 
DNRC Recommendation 
 
See page 1 for recommendation 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
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APPLICANTS AND RIGHTS OF WAY INFORMATION 
 
Applicant:   Northwestern Energy 
    11 E. Park 
    Butte, MT 59701 
 
Application No.:  18396 
R/W Purpose:   a buried 3" natural gas pipeline 
Lessee Agreement:  N/A (Historic) 
Acreage:   0.11 
Compensation:  $100.00 
Legal Description:  20-foot strip through the NW4NW4, Sec. 36, Twp. 1S, Rge. 17E, 
    Sweet Grass County 
Trust Beneficiary:  Common Schools 
 
 
Item Summary 
 
See page 1 for summary 
 
DNRC Recommendation 
 
See page 1 for recommendation 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
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APPLICANTS AND RIGHTS OF WAY INFORMATION 
 
Applicant:   Northwestern Energy 
    11 E. Park 
    Butte, MT 59701 
 
Application No.:  18397 
R/W Purpose:   a buried 12" natural gas pipeline 
Lessee Agreement:  N/A (Historic) 
Acreage:   0.39 
Compensation:  $146.00 
Legal Description:  50-foot strip across the Yellowstone River in SW4SE4, Sec. 27, 
    Twp. 1S, Rge. 17E, Sweet Grass County 
Trust Beneficiary:  Public Land Trust 
 
 
Item Summary 
 
See page 1 for summary 
 
DNRC Recommendation 
 
See page 1 for recommendation 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
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APPLICANTS AND RIGHTS OF WAY INFORMATION 
 
Applicant:   Northwestern Energy 
    11 E. Park 
    Butte, MT 59701 
 
Application No.:  18440 
R/W Purpose:   an overhead 12.47 kV electric distribution line 
Lessee Agreement:  N/A (Historic) 
Acreage:   4.64 
Compensation:  $2,320.00 
Legal Description:  30-foot strip through the W2NW4, SE4NW4, NE4SW4, W2SE4, 
    SE4SE4, Sec. 16, Twp. 3N, Rge. 18E, Sweet Grass County 
Trust Beneficiary:  Common Schools 
 
 
Item Summary 
 
See page 1 for summary 
 
DNRC Recommendation 
 
See page 1 for recommendation 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
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APPLICANTS AND RIGHTS OF WAY INFORMATION 
 
Applicant:   Northwestern Energy 
    11 E. Park 
    Butte, MT 59701 
 
Application No.:  18441 
R/W Purpose:   an overhead 12.47 kV electric distribution line 
Lessee Agreement:  N/A (Historic) 
Acreage:   0.34 
Compensation:  $170.00 
Legal Description:  30-foot strip through the NE4SE4, Sec. 36,  Twp. 3N,  Rge. 18E, 
    Sweet Grass County 
Trust Beneficiary:  Common Schools 
 
 
Item Summary 
 
See page 1 for summary 
 
DNRC Recommendation 
 
See page 1 for recommendation 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
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APPLICANTS AND RIGHTS OF WAY INFORMATION 
 
Applicant:   Northwestern Energy 
    11 E. Park 
    Butte, MT 59701 
 
Application No.:  18442 
R/W Purpose:   an overhead 12.47 kV electric distribution line 
Lessee Agreement:  N/A (Historic) 
Acreage:   0.49 
Compensation:  $245.00 
Legal Description:  30-foot strip through the SE4SE4, Sec. 36, Twp. 4N,  Rge. 16E, 
    Sweet Grass County 
Trust Beneficiary:  Common Schools 
 
 
Item Summary 
 
See page 1 for summary 
 
DNRC Recommendation 
 
See page 1 for recommendation 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
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APPLICANTS AND RIGHTS OF WAY INFORMATION 
 
Applicant:   Northwestern Energy 
    11 E. Park 
    Butte, MT 59701 
 
Application No.:  18514 
R/W Purpose:   an overhead 12.47 kV electric distribution line 
Lessee Agreement:  N/A (Historic) 
Acreage:   0.11 
Compensation:  $2,354.00 
Legal Description:  10-foot strip across the Yellowstone River in N2NE4, Sec. 34, 
    Twp. 1N, Rge. 26E, Yellowstone County 
Trust Beneficiary:  Public Land Trust 
 
Item Summary 
 
See page 1 for summary 
 
DNRC Recommendation 
 
See page 1 for recommendation 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
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APPLICANTS AND RIGHTS OF WAY INFORMATION 
 
Applicant:   Northwestern Energy 
    11 E. Park 
    Butte, MT 59701 
 
Application No.:  18515 
R/W Purpose:   an overhead 12.47 kV electric distribution line 
Lessee Agreement:  N/A (Historic) 
Acreage:   0.46 
Compensation:  $11,730.00 
Legal Description:  two 30-foot strips through the NE4NW4, Sec. 36, Twp. 1N, 
    Rge. 26E, Yellowstone County 
Trust Beneficiary:  Common Schools 
 
 
Item Summary 
 
See page 1 for summary 
 
DNRC Recommendation 
 
See page 1 for recommendation 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
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APPLICANTS AND RIGHTS OF WAY INFORMATION 
 
Applicant:   Northwestern Energy 
    11 E. Park 
    Butte, MT 59701 
 
Application No.:  18518 
R/W Purpose:   an overhead 12.47 kV electric distribution line 
Lessee Agreement:  N/A (Historic) 
Acreage:   0.13 
Compensation:  $100.00 
Legal Description:  30-foot strip through the SE4SE4, Sec. 36, Twp. 1N, Rge. 35E, 
    Big Horn County 
Trust Beneficiary:  Common Schools 
 
 
Item Summary 
 
See page 1 for summary 
 
DNRC Recommendation 
 
See page 1 for recommendation 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
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APPLICANTS AND RIGHTS OF WAY INFORMATION 
 
Applicant:   Northwestern Energy 
    11 E. Park 
    Butte, MT 59701 
 
Application No.:  18519 
R/W Purpose:   an overhead 230 kV electric transmission line 
Lessee Agreement:  N/A (Historic) 
Acreage:   0.66 
Compensation:  $11,798.00 
Legal Description:  two 30-foot strips across the Yellowstone River in the W2NE4  
    and SW4NE4, NW4SE4, Sec. 2, Twp. 1S, Rge. 26E, Yellowstone 
    County 
Trust Beneficiary:  Public Land Trust 
 
 
Item Summary 
 
See page 1 for summary 
 
DNRC Recommendation 
 
See page 1 for recommendation 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
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APPLICANTS AND RIGHTS OF WAY INFORMATION 
 
Applicant:   Northwestern Energy 
    11 E. Park 
    Butte, MT 59701 
 
Application No.:  18520 
R/W Purpose:   an overhead 230 kV electric transmission line 
Lessee Agreement:  N/A (Historic) 
Acreage:   0.68 
Compensation:  $12,155.00 
Legal Description:  four 30-foot strips across the Yellowstone River in the NE4NE4, 
    SW2SE4, Sec. 2, Twp. 1S, Rge. 26E, Yellowstone County 
Trust Beneficiary:  Public Land Trust 
 
 
Item Summary 
 
See page 1 for summary 
 
DNRC Recommendation 
 
See page 1 for recommendation 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
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APPLICANTS AND RIGHTS OF WAY INFORMATION 
 
Applicant:   Northwestern Energy 
    11 E. Park 
    Butte, MT 59701 
 
Application No.:  18521 
R/W Purpose:   an overhead 230 kV electric transmission line 
Lessee Agreement:  N/A (Historic) 
Acreage:   0.68 
Compensation:  $12,155.00 
Legal Description:  four 30-foot strips across the Yellowstone River in the NE4NE4, 
    SW2SE4, Sec. 2, Twp. 1S, Rge. 26E, Yellowstone County 
Trust Beneficiary:  Public Land Trust 
 
 
Item Summary 
 
See page 1 for summary 
 
DNRC Recommendation 
 
See page 1 for recommendation 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
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APPLICANTS AND RIGHTS OF WAY INFORMATION 
 
Applicant:   Northwestern Energy 
    11 E. Park 
    Butte, MT 59701 
 
Application No.:  18522 
R/W Purpose:   an overhead 230 kV electric transmission line 
Lessee Agreement:  N/A (Historic) 
Acreage:   0.72 
Compensation:  $12,870.00 
Legal Description:  two 30-foot strips across the Yellowstone River in the W2NE4, 
    NW4SE4, Sec. 2,  Twp. 1S, Rge. 26E, Yellowstone County 
Trust Beneficiary:  Public Land Trust 
 
 
Item Summary 
 
See page 1 for summary 
 
DNRC Recommendation 
 
See page 1 for recommendation 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
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APPLICANTS AND RIGHTS OF WAY INFORMATION 
 
Applicant:   Northwestern Energy 
    11 E. Park 
    Butte, MT 59701 
 
Application No.:  18523 
R/W Purpose:   an overhead 100 kV electric transmission line 
Lessee Agreement:  N/A (Historic) 
Acreage:   0.56 
Compensation:  $5,390.00 
Legal Description:  30-foot strip across the Yellowstone River in the SE4SW4, Sec. 11    
                                                and NE4NW4, Sec. 14, Twp. 1S, Rge. 26E, Yellowstone County 
Trust Beneficiary:  Public Land Trust 
 
 
Item Summary 
 
See page 1 for summary 
 
DNRC Recommendation 
 
See page 1 for recommendation 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
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APPLICANTS AND RIGHTS OF WAY INFORMATION 
 
Applicant:   Northwestern Energy 
    11 E. Park 
    Butte, MT 59701 
 
Application No.:  18524 
R/W Purpose:   an overhead 69 kV electric transmission line 
Lessee Agreement:  N/A (Historic) 
Acreage:   0.29 
Compensation:  $6,207.00 
Legal Description:  30-foot strip across the Yellowstone River in the SE4SE4, Sec. 27, 
    Twp. 1N, Rge. 26E, Yellowstone County 
Trust Beneficiary:  Public Land Trust 
 
 
Item Summary 
 
See page 1 for summary 
 
DNRC Recommendation 
 
See page 1 for recommendation 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
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APPLICANTS AND RIGHTS OF WAY INFORMATION 
 
Applicant:   Northwestern Energy 
    11 E. Park 
    Butte, MT 59701 
 
Application No.:  18525 
R/W Purpose:   an overhead 69 kV electric transmission line with a 12.47 kV 

distribution line underbuild 
Lessee Agreement:  N/A (Historic) 
Acreage:   0.62 
Compensation:  $15,810.00 
Legal Description:  30-foot strip through the NE4NW4, Sec. 36, Twp. 1N, Rge. 26E,   
                                                Yellowstone County 
Trust Beneficiary:  Common Schools 
 
 
Item Summary 
 
See page 1 for summary 
 
DNRC Recommendation 
 
See page 1 for recommendation 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
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APPLICANTS AND RIGHTS OF WAY INFORMATION 
 
Applicant:   Northwestern Energy 
    11 E. Park 
    Butte, MT 59701 
 
Application No.:  18528 
R/W Purpose:   a buried 8" natural gas pipeline 
Lessee Agreement:  N/A (Historic) 
Acreage:   0.51 
Compensation:  $5,036.00 
Legal Description:  30-foot strip across  Yellowstone River in W2NW4, Sec. 21, 
    Twp. 1S, Rge. 26E, Yellowstone County 
Trust Beneficiary:  Public Land Trust 
 
 
Item Summary 
 
See page 1 for summary 
 
DNRC Recommendation 
 
See page 1 for recommendation 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
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APPLICANTS AND RIGHTS OF WAY INFORMATION 
 
Applicant:   Northwestern Energy 
    11 E. Park 
    Butte, MT 59701 
 
Application No.:  18546 
R/W Purpose:   an overhead 12.47 kV electric distribution line 
Lessee Agreement:  N/A (Historic) 
Acreage:   2.70 
Compensation:  $2,160.00 
Legal Description:  30-foot strip through the NW4NW4, E2SW4, Sec. 12, Twp. 7N, 
    Rge. 10E, Meagher County 
Trust Beneficiary:  Common Schools 
 
 
Item Summary 
 
See page 1 for summary 
 
DNRC Recommendation 
 
See page 1 for recommendation 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
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APPLICANTS AND RIGHTS OF WAY INFORMATION 
 
Applicant:   Northwestern Energy 
    11 E. Park 
    Butte, MT 59701 
 
Application No.:  18547 
R/W Purpose:   an overhead 12.47 kV electric distribution line 
Lessee Agreement:  N/A (Historic) 
Acreage:   2.73 
Compensation:  $2,184.00 
Legal Description:  30-foot strip through the NW4NE4, S2NE4, NE4SE4, Sec. 24, 
    Twp. 7N, Rge. 10E, Meagher County 
Trust Beneficiary:  Common Schools 
 
 
Item Summary 
 
See page 1 for summary 
 
DNRC Recommendation 
 
See page 1 for recommendation 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
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APPLICANTS AND RIGHTS OF WAY INFORMATION 
 
Applicant:   NorVal Electric Cooperative, Inc 
    PO Box 951 
    Glasgow, MT 59230 
 
Application No.:  18572 
R/W Purpose:   a buried electric distribution line 
Lessee Agreement:  ok  
Acreage:   2.68 
Compensation:  $1,072.00 
Legal Description:  20-foot strip through the W2W2, Sec. 16, Twp. 26N, Rge. 42E, 
    McCone County 
Trust Beneficiary:  Common Schools 
 
 
Item Summary 
 
Norval Electric Cooperative is proposing to construct a new electric distribution line along 
Highway 24 and other rural ranch roads for the purpose of providing service to rural customers, 
mainly for the purpose of supplying a more reliable power source to stock water wells in the 
area.   However, the line may serve additional rural customers for other uses in the future.  The 
proposed route is within Sage Grouse general habit, with a minor portion being within core 
habitat, and has received approval from the Sage Grouse Habitat Conservation Program.  The 
installation on State Land is within general habitat and along existing road rights of way, 
therefore the activity is consistent with the Sage Grouse Conservation Strategy. Minimal 
impacts are expected to occur from the installation of this proposed electric line.   
 
DNRC Recommendation 
 
The director recommends approval of the easement for Norval Electric Cooperative. 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
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APPLICANTS AND RIGHTS OF WAY INFORMATION 
 
Applicant:   NorVal Electric Cooperative, Inc 
    PO Box 951 
    Glasgow, MT 59230 
 
Application No.:  18573 
R/W Purpose:   a buried electrical distribution line 
Lessee Agreement:  ok 
Acreage:   0.21 
Compensation:  $126.00 
Legal Description:  20-foot strip through the NW4NW4, Sec. 25, Twp. 36N, 
    Rge. 47E, Daniels County 
Trust Beneficiary:  Common Schools 
 
 
Item Summary 
 
NorVal Electric Cooperative is proposing to construct a new buried electric line adjacent to a 
county road through State Trust land for the purpose of providing additional service to rural 
customers.  The new line will eliminate several miles of existing overhead power line.  Minimal 
impacts are to be expected as the line will be trenched in along existing disturbed ground.   
 
DNRC Recommendation 
 
The director recommends approval of the easement for Norval Electric Cooperative. 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
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APPLICANTS AND RIGHTS OF WAY INFORMATION 
 
Applicant:   NorVal Electric Cooperative,. Inc 
    PO Box 951 
    Glasgow, MT 59230 
 
Application No.:  18574 
R/W Purpose:   a buried electrical distribution line 
Lessee Agreement:  ok  
Acreage:   0.61 
Compensation:  $183.00 
Legal Description:  20-foot strip through the SE4SW4, Sec. 33, Twp. 34N, Rge. 35E, 
    Valley County 
Trust Beneficiary:  Common Schools 
 
 
Item Summary 
 
NorVal Electric Cooperative has been requested to supply power to a cellular tower operated by 
Nemont Telephone Cooperative.  The proposed utility corridor will be shared with Nemont 
Telephone, whose easement request for a buried fiber optic cable was approved by the Land 
Board in September 2018.  By sharing a corridor there will be less impact to the State Land and 
disturbance will be limited to a single occurrence for construction.  
 
 
DNRC Recommendation 
 
The director recommends approval of the easement for Norval Electric Cooperative. 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
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Applicant:   Montana Dept. Transportation 
    PO Box 201001 
    Helena, MT 59620-1001 
 
Application No.:  18642 
R/W Purpose:   a highway bridge together with occupancy by public utilities as  
    defined in §69-4-101, MCA 
Lessee Agreement:  ok 
Acreage:   0.623 
Compensation:  $9,813.00 
Legal Description:  tract of land between the SE4SW4, SW4SE4 Sec. 8 and  
    NE4NW4, NW4NE4, Sec. 17, Twp. 7S, Rge. 1W, Madison  
    County 
Trust Beneficiary:  Public Lands Trust 
 
 
Item Summary 
 
MDT is proposing to replace the existing Varney Bridge over Madison River 
south of Ennis and east of Virginia City.   The existing Varney Bridge is functionally obsolete 
and currently provides single-lane traffic only.   The project will remove all of the existing bridge, 
including the center pier and abutments to the extent practicable.  The reconstruction will 
consist of a new two-lane, single-span steel truss bridge on the same alignment, the design of 
which will reduce potential for ice scour.  Impacts to the Varney Fishing Access Site (FAS) are 
anticipated.  MDT will acquire additional land in the name of Dept. of Fish, Wildlife and Parks 
(DFWP) in order to construct a new, safer approach into the FAS that provides for access by 
larger vehicles and improved sight distance at the intersection with the highway.  The FAS will 
remain open during construction and DFWP has concurred with MDT’s proposed mitigation. 
 
DNRC Recommendation 
 
The director recommends approval of this easement request by MDT. 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
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