MINUTES
REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF LAND COMMISSIONERS
Wednesday, April 20, 2016, at 9:30 a.m.
Tribal Council Chambers
Pablo, MT

Please note: The Land Board has adopted the audio recording of its meetings as the official record,
as allowed by 2-3-212, MCA. These minutes provide an abbreviated summary of the Land Board
discussion, public testimony, action taken, and other activities. The time designations listed are
approximate and may be used to locate the referenced discussion on the audio recording of this
meeting. Access to an electronic copy of these minutes and the audio recording is provided from
the Land Board webpage at http://dnrc.mt.gov/LandBoard. The written minute’s summary, along
with the audio recordings, are listed by meeting date on the Land Board Archive webpage.

Members Present
Governor Steve Bullock
Attorney General Tim Fox
Commissioner of Securities and Insurance Monica Lindeen
Secretary of State Linda McCulloch
Superintendent of Public Instruction Denise Juneau

Members Absent
None

Testifying Staff
John Tubbs, DNRC Director
Sonya Germann, Trust Land Management Division (TLMD) Forest Management Bureau Chief
Amy Gannon, DNRC Forest Pest Management Program Coordinator/Entomologist
Scott Allen, DNRC Trust Lands Forester

Attachments
Related Materials, Attachment 1 — sign-in sheet
Related Materials, Attachment 2 — Montana Forest Health Highlights 2015

Call to Order
00:00:33 Governor Bullock called the meeting to order.
00:01:30 Ms. Juneau moved to approve the March 21, 2016, minutes. The motion was
seconded by Ms. Lindeen and carried unanimously.

Business Considered

416-1 Timber Sales:

Dirty Donovan

Good Martin

Hoffman Gulch Limited Access

North Meadow

Osler Limited Access

. Upper Indian Creek

00:01:53 Mr. Tubbs gave an overview of item 416-1A through 416-1F.

00:04:46 Ms. McCulloch moved to approve item 416-1 A through 416-1F. The motion was
seconded by Mr. Fox.

mmoow»

Board Discussion/Comments
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00:05:01
00:05:26
00:06:25
00:06:54
00:07:13
00:07:35
00:07:52
00:09:20

00:09:27

Ms. McCulloch
Ms. Germann
Governor Bullock
Sonya Germann
Governor Bullock
Mr. Allen

Mr. Fox
Governor Bullock

The motion to approve item 416-1A through 416-1F carried unanimously.

416-2 Easements
Mr. Tubbs gave an overview of item 416-2.

00:09:38
00:10:17

00:10:27

Governor Bullock

Ms. Lindeen moved to approve item 416-2. The motion was seconded by Ms.
Juneau and carried unanimously.

416-3 Forest Insect and Disease Update

00:10:53
00:17:21
00:17:50
00:18:22
00:18:31
00:18:46
00:19:34
00:19:51
00:20:44
00:20:52
00:21:13

Adjournment

00:21:56

PRESIDENT

Ms. Gannon
Governor Bullock
Ms. Gannon
Governor Bullock
Ms. McCulloch
Ms. Gannon
Governor Bullock
Ms. Gannon
Governor Bullock
Mr. Tubbs
Governor Bullock

Adjournment

/s/ Steve Bullock

Steve Bullock, Governor

04/20/2016

ATTEST

/s/ John E. Tubbs

John E. Tubbs, DNRC Director
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ROOT DISEASE

Root disease is difficult to detect through aerial
survey methods but is estimated to have damaged or
killed trees on at least three million acres in western
Montana. Root diseases persist on the site over
long-term forest generations. Shifting current forest
compositions of susceptible species, such as Douglas-
fir and grand fir, to more resilient species, such as
ponderosa pine and western larch, can reduce long-
term impacts of root disease.

WHITE PINE BLISTER RUST

The combined eftects of the non-native invasive
white pine blister rust and mountain pine beetle have
killed mature, cone-bearing whitebark pine trees
across Montana including the Greater Yellowstone
Ecosystem and Crown of the Continent. The
Department of Natural Resources and Conservation,
with funding from American Forests and the USDA
Forest Service, directly planted over 8200 seeds on
private lands in 2014. Planting sites were revisited in
2015 to determine germination and survival. Trees
that are potentially resistance to white pine blister
rust, commonly referred to as “plus” trees, were
identified on the Stillwater State Forest for future
protection and propagation.

White pine blister rust

A whitebark pine seedling germinated in bare mineral soil

Produced by the Forest Pest Management Program of
the Montana Department of Natural Resources and Conservation (DNRC)

Montands diverse forests range from whitebark pine
high on mountain ridges to the ponderosa stands in
draws along Fort Peck Reservoir. Our watersheds are
forested with many different tree species including
various pines, Douglas-fir, spruce, and larch. Its hard
to miss the damage mountain pine beetle recently
caused in pine stands, but there are numerous other
insects and diseases impacting forests on a large scale
as well. Western spruce budworm, root disease, and
white pine blister rust are shaping current forest
conditions in many watersheds.
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Limber pine mortality near Fairy Lake in Gallatin County

aerially surveyed nearly 30 million acres of forested
lands. Additional ground surveys were conducted to
reach areas not flown or requiring closer observation.

The Forest Health Highlights are a summary of the
“Montana Forest Insect and Disease Conditions and
Program Highlights 2015” which can be found at

the following link: dnrc.mt.gov/divisions/forestry/
forestry-assistance/pest-management/montana-forest-
pest-condition-reports. The full report contains
detailed narratives for each county surveyed, maps,
and tables.

In accordance with Federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture policy, this institution is prohibited from discriminating
on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) To file a
complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 1400 Independence
Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice and TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider
and employer. Persons with disabilities who need an alternative, accessible format of this document should contact
the Montana Department of Natural Resources and Conservation Forestry Division,

2705 Spurgin Rd., Missoula, MT 59804, Phone (406) 542-2717.

Much of our understanding of Montana forest
conditions comes from cooperative survey between
the State of Montana DNRC and the USES Aerial
Detection Survey (ADS) Program. In 2015, ADS
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For paper copies or additional information, please
contact the DNRC Forest Pest Management Program
(406-542-4300).

Montana Forest Health Highlights 2015



BARK BEETLES

Since the onset of the mountain pine beetle
outbreak, pine trees have been killed on more

than 6 million acres in Montana. Although the
outbreak is waning, a total of 174,000 acres showed
recent mortality in 2015, primarily in Beaverhead,
Missoula, Granite, and Ravalli Counties. Mountain
pine beetle continues to kill whitebark pine in high
elevation ecosystems, thus impacting grizzly bear
habitat and snowpack retention.

A adult mountain pine beetle on whitebark pine

Significant Forest Health Concerns in Montana

Forest Insects in Montana Watersheds - 2015
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Figure 1. Distribution of Forest Insect Infestations in Montana, 2015

Acres Impacted by Forest Insect

- Douglas-fir Beetle (14,333)
I ountain Pine Beetle (174,000)

Western Spruce Budworm (1.2 million)

The map shows that Douglas-fir beetle is increasing throughout its host range. Western spruce budworm activity is widespread and chronic in the Pend Oreille and
Upper Missouri watersheds. Mountain pine beetle is currently active in the western portion of the Missouri headwaters and southern Pend Oreille watersheds.

Douglas-fir beetle continues to kill Douglas-fir

trees throughout Montana. In 2015 14,333 acres of
mortality were detected from aerial survey. Douglas-
fir beetle typically attacks trees that are stressed due
to root disease, fire scorch, overstocking, or western
spruce budworm defoliation — all conditions that are
prevalent in Montana forests.

An adult Douglas-fir beetle

DEFOLIATORS
Western Spruce Budworm

Western spruce budworm defoliated over 1.2
million acres of Douglas-fir, spruce, and grand fir in
2016. While defoliation does not outright kill trees,
repeated, chronic damage can severely compromise
tree vigor and predisposes trees to Douglas-fir
beetle.

Western spruce budworm defoliation

Montana Forest Health Highlights 2015

DNRC Forest Pest Management Program
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