MINUTES
REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF LAND COMMISSIONERS
Monday, November 19, 2012, at 9:00 a.m.
State Capitol
Helena, MT

Please note: The Land Board has adopted the audio recording of its meetings as the official record,
as allowed by 2-3-212, MCA. These minutes provide an abbreviated summary of the Land Board
discussion, public testimony, action taken, and other activities. The time designations listed are
approximate and may be used to locate the referenced discussion on the audio recording of this
meeting. Access to an electronic copy of these minutes and the audio recording is provided from
the Land Board webpage at http://dnrc.mt.gov/LandBoard. The written minutes summary, along
with the audio recordings, are listed by meeting date on the Land Board Archive webpage.

Members Present
Governor Brian Schweitzer
Attorney General Steve Bullock
Commissioner of Securities and Insurance Monica Lindeen
Secretary of State Linda McCulloch
Superintendent of Public Instruction Denise Juneau

Members Absent
None

Testifying Staff
Mary Sexton, DNRC Director
Darlene Edge, FWP Land Conservation Specialist
Tom Butler, Montana Highway Patrol

Attachments
Related Materials, Attachment 1 — Sign-in sheet
Related Materials, Attachment 2 — Public petition (1112-1 and 1112-6B)
Related Materials, Attachment 3 — Maggie Nutter testimony (1112-1 and 1112-6B)
Related Materials, Attachment 4 — Dave Skinner testimony
Related Materials, Attachment 5 — Whitefish community letter (1112-5B and 1112-7B)

Call to Order
00:00:00 Governor Brian Schweitzer called the meeting to order. Ms. McCulloch moved to
approve the October 15, 2012, minutes. The motion was seconded by Ms. Juneau
and carried unanimously.

Business Considered

1112-1 FWP: Land Acquisition — Milk River Ranch
00:00:11 Ms. Sexton
00:00:53 Ms. Edge gave an overview of the item.

Public Comment
00:05:36 Representative Kerry White, HD 70 (also representing Rep. Kristin Hansen HD 33,
Rep. Wendy Warbuton HD 34, and Sen. John Brendan SD 18)
00:08:07 Robert Kaul
00:10:38 Jim Brown, Montana Wool Growers Association attorney
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00:13:17
00:15:45
00:16.41
00:17.47
00:18:58

Maggie Nutter, Marias River Livestock Association president
Jim Warbuton

Budd Cobb (also representing Arnie Hall)

Stan Frasier

LaNay Kapperud

00:21:23 Ms. McCulloch moved to approve the acquisition contingent upon final FWP Commission

approval. The motion was seconded by Ms. Juneau.

Board Discussion/ Questions

00:21:40
00:25:53
00:26:02
00:26:06
00:26:07
00:26:11
00:26:33
00:27:08
00:27:11
00:28:01
00:28:17
00:28:30
00:29:04
00:29:17
00:29:42
00:29:49

00:31:10

Governor Schweitzer
Ms. Lindeen

Ms. Sexton

Ms Lindeen

Ms. Sexton

Ms. Lindeen

Ms. Edge

Ms. Lindeen

Ms. Edge

Ms. Lindeen

Ms. Edge

Ms. Sexton

Ms. Lindeen

Ms. Edge

Ms. Lindeen
Governor Schweitzer

The motion to approve the FWP Milk River Ranch land acquisition carried
unanimously.

1112-2 Department of Justice (Highway Patrol) Land Acquisition — Hysham
Communications Site

00:31:14
00:31:39

00:33:18

Ms. Sexton
Mr. Butler gave an overview of the item.

Mr. Bullock moved to approve the acquisition. The motion was seconded by Ms.
Lindeen.

Board Discussion

00:33:24

00:33:50

Mr. Bullock

The motion to approve the acquisition carried unanimously.

1112-3 Timber Sales:

moow»

00:33:53
00:37:07

Gough Creek

Omega (Limited Access)
Porter Creek

Slocum Creek

Windy Pass (Salvage)

Ms. Sexton gave an overview of the items 1112-3A through 1112-3E.
Ms. Lindeen moved to approve items 1112-3A through 1112-3E. The motion was
seconded by Mr. Bullock and carried unanimously.
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1112-4 Administrative Rule Adoption — Navigable Rivers

00:37:19

00:38:41

Ms. Sexton gave an overview of the item.

Ms. Juneau moved to approve the draft adoption notice. The motion was seconded
by Ms. McCulloch and carried unanimously.

1112-5 Land Banking Parcels: Final Approval for Sale

A.
00:38:52
00:39:43

Daniels County

Ms. Sexton gave an overview of the item.

Ms. McCulloch moved for final approval of item 1112-5A. The motion was seconded
by Mr. Bullock.

Board Discussion/Comments

00:39:47
00:40:10
00:40:11

00:41:50

B.
00:41:57

Governor Schweitzer
Ms. Sexton
Governor Schweitzer

The motion for final approval of the Daniels County parcel acquisition was carried
unanimously.

Flathead County
Ms. Sexton gave an overview of the item.

Public Comment

00:43:05
00:44:03
00:46:06

00:46:39

Mike Goguen
Dave Skinner
John Anderson, Whitefish City Council

Ms. Lindeen moved for final approval of item 1112-5B. The motion was seconded by
Ms. McCulloch and carried unanimously.

1112-6 Land Banking Acquisitions: Final Approval:

A.
00:46.53

Milk River Ranch
Ms. Sexton gave an overview of the item.

Public Comment/Board Discussion

00:48:28
00:49:18
00:50:27
00:51:15
00:52.02
00:55:09
00:55:13
00:55:14
00:55:24
00:55:43
00:56:11
00:56:30
00:56:38

00:57:01

Mr. Warbuton

Mr. Kaul

Ms. Nutter, President Marias River Livestock Association
Mr. Cobb

Governor Schweitzer
Mr. Cobb

Governor Schweitzer
Mr. Cobb

Governor Schweitzer
Mr. Cobb

Governor Schweitzer
Mr. Cobb

Governor Schweitzer

Ms. Juneau moved for final approval of the DNRC Milk River Ranch land acquisition.
The motion was seconded by Ms. McCulloch and carried unanimously.
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B.
00:57:15

North Swan (Phase II)
Ms. Sexton gave an overview of the item.

Public Comment/Board Discussion

00:58:32
01:01:18
01:01:22

Dave Skinner

Governor Schweitzer

Mr. Bullock moved for final approval of the land acquisition. The motion was
seconded by Ms. McCulloch.

Board Discussion/Comments

01:01:35
01:01:45
01:02:00

01:02:02

Ms. Lindeen
Ms. Sexton
Governor Schweitzer

The motion for final approval of the North Swan (Phase Il) land acquisition was
carried unanimously.

1112-7 Easements:

A.
01:02:07
01:03:10

B.
01:03:22

Rights-of-Way

Ms. Sexton gave an overview of the item.

Mr. Bullock moved to approve the easements. The motion was seconded by Ms.
McCulloch and carried unanimously.

Public Recreational Use Easement — City of Whitefish
Ms Sexton gave an overview of the item.

Public Comment

01:06:36
01:09:06
01:11:00
01:12:11
01:15:30
01:18:45
01:20:28
01:23:29
01:25:07
01:28:10
01:31:27

01:32:38

Whitefish Mayor John Muhlfeld

Lin Akey, Whitefish Legacy Partners (WLP) chair
Mike Goguen

Diane Conradi, WLP transaction advisor
Heidi Van Everen, WLP executive director
Hank Ricklefs, WLP

Steve Thompson, WLP

Andy Feury, former Whitefish Mayor

Mr. Skinner

John Anderson, Whitefish City Council
Lisa Jones

Ms. McCulloch moved to approve the recreational use easement. The motion was
seconded by Ms. Juneau.

Board Discussion /Questions

01:32:42
01:33:52
01:34:07
01:36:11
01:37:04

01:37:06

Governor Schweitzer
Ms. Sexton
Governor Schweitzer
Ms. McCulloch
Governor Schweitzer

The motion to approve the recreational use easement was carried unanimously.
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1112-8 Northern Cheyenne Tribe and Ark Land Company — November 6 Operating Plans
Submittal

01:37:11

Ms Sexton gave an overview of item.

Public Comment/Board Discussion

01:40:32
01:42:27
01:47:03
01:47:35
01:47:50
01:48:56

01:49:40

John Robinson, Northern Cheyenne Tribal President

William Walksalong, Northern Cheyenne Director of Natural Resources
Brian Chestnut, Northern Cheyenne attorney

Governor Schweitzer

Mike Rollins, Otter Creek Coal Director of Operations

Alan Bryan, Ark Land Company attorney

Ms. McCulloch moved to approve the operating program plans as meeting the terms
of the settlement agreement subject to all necessary environmental permits; and to
forward the operating plans for inclusion in the mine operating and reclamation plans
as a special conditions. The motion was seconded by Ms. Juneau.

Board Discussion/Questions

01:50:13
01:51:04
01:51:52
01:51:54
01:52:23
01:52:32
01:52:53
01:52:58
01:53:55
01:54:36
01:55:26

01:56:00

Ms. Lindeen

Ms. Sexton

Ms. Lindeen

Ms. Sexton
Governor Schweitzer
Jeff McCubbin, Otter Creek Coal and Ark Land Company attorney
Ms. Lindeen

Ms. McCulloch

Mr. Bullock

Ms. Juneau
Governor Schweitzer

The motion carried unanimously.

General Public Comment

01:56:30
01:57:32

Adjournment

01:58:51

PRESIDENT

Ms. Nutter
Governor Schweitzer

Adjournment

ATTEST

[s/ Brian Schweitzer /s/ Mary Sexton

Brian Schweitzer, Governor Mary Sexton, DNRC Director
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Related Materials

We, the undersigned, state our objection to the Milk River Ranch land 4cHa&BAy2ne A b
Montana Fish, Wildlife, & Parks. and Department of Natural Resources and Conservation. Our
first fundamental objection 1s to the State of Montana acquiring any more land in fee. Our.
second fundamental objection is that to amount to due process. a public hearing must be
adequately staffed to address the questions and concerns of the attendees. At the public
hearing by Fish, Wildlife, and Parks on October 30. 2012, at the Hill County Electric Meeting
Room, the FWP officer was unable to answer citizen questions concerning appraisal, tax, land
valuation, future plans for bison establishment. future plans for access. dates for future public
hearings and input at the commission level. and dates for future public hearings end comment
before the land board. The October 30, 2012, meeting did not satisfy the intent of the open
meeting laws and due process.
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Related Materials 1>

We . the undersigned. state our objection to the Milk River Ranch land alliRGHSREsY the
Montana Fish. Wildlife, & Parks, and Department of Natural Resources and Conservation. Our
first fundamental objection 1s to the State of Montana acquiring any more land in fee. Our
second fundamental objection is that to amount to due process. a public hearing must be
adequately staffed to address the questions and concerns of the attendees. At the public
hearing by Fish, Wildlife, and Parks on October 30, 2012, at the Hill County Electric Meeting
Room. the FWP officer was unable to answer citizen questions concerning appraisal. tax, land
valuation, future plans for bison establishment, future plans for access. dates for future public
hearings and input at the commission level, and dates for future public hearings and comment
before the land board. The October 30, 2012, meeting did not satisfy the intent of the open

~ meeting laws and due process.

Aok Sm2d,  Rudaned T_59540. /o Boc 252
Yo he Sorrma Redi -l ol L9550 P0.Box 187
o /a%n/ HTEGEW  J0 Sy 125
ﬁaeé%/ W STse Py Loy RO
Heene T S7801 -

L\]JJ.x}AﬁA\ m. mT 3929 Nﬁaxu/sm

m%&%um s940  Ritzot
whowd o7 55570 SO Boy 23

/géf.d%g,@q@o IR 59350 T Fex IS)

~

Ninaben. MT 59528  sgecs R4S S
 Zwlerwess 59530 L5 g B2

Kremlfn — #p 65532 folvf
/fz{/,y/m,__ﬂT b7528 /j bae 222

o 4@@,  Higghen mi 58528 B e2z
Al Redyad AT s7590 R Q0] _
1o Hivgham,mt 59538  Bax ol
Grld¥ord pt. 57524 | | ’

- Rdgad mt sasun Box 47

w8, g9830 920 RI.
/..%/7/ V M/W./ZZLJTZT 25 P Pox 82
- Woghemn, Mt 57528 12 Box Be
WAHE ) 5 g0 s Tl




Related Materials

We, the undersigned, state our objection to the Milk River Ranch land a&tﬁ?sqmeﬂv the
Montana Fish, Wildlife, & Parks, and Department of Natural Resources and Conservation. Our
first fundamental objection is to the State of Montana acquiring any more iand in fee. Our
second fundamental objection is that to amount to due process, a public hearing must be
adequately staffed to address the questions and concerns of the attendees. At the public
hearing by Fish, Wildlife. and Parks on October 30, 2012, at the Hill County Electric Meeting
Room, the FWP officer was unable to answer citizen questions concerning appraisal, tax, land
valuation, future plans for bison establishment. future plans for access, dates for future public
hearings and input at the commission level, and dates for future public hearings and comment
before the land board. The October 30, 2012, meeting did not satisfy the intent of the open

eeting laws, an/g due process. ,
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Related Materials

We. the undersigned. state our objection to the Milk River Ranch fand acQii&fBA'EY e
Montana Fish, Wildlife, & Parks, and Department of Natural Resources and Conservation. Our
first fundamental objection is to the State of Montana acquining any more land in fee. Our
second fundamental objection is that to amount to due process, a public hearing must be
adequately staffed to address the questions and concerns of the attendees. At the public
hearing by Fish, Wildlife, and Parks on October 30, 2012, at the Hill County Electric Meeting
Room, the FWP officer was unable to answer citizen questions concerning appraisal, tax, land
valuation, future plans for bison establishment. future plans for access, dates for future public
hearings and input at the commission level, and dates for future public hearings and comment
before the land board. The October 30, 2012, meeting did not satisfy the intent of the open

- meeting laws and due process.
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Related Materials ...
We the undersigned. state our objection to the Milk River Ranch land acquesttshPYenf 2 |

Montana Fish. Wildlife. & Parks. and Department of Natural Resources and Conservation. Our
first fundamental objection IS to the State of Montana acquinng any more land in fee. Qur
second fundamental objection s that to amount to due process. 8 public hearing must be
adequately staffed to address the questions and concerns of the attendees Atthe public
hearing by Fish. Wildlite. and Parks on October 30. 2012, at the Hill County Electnc Meeting
Room. the FWP officer was unable to answer citizen questions concerning appraisal. tax. land
valuation, future plans for bison estabhishment future plans for access. dates for future public
hearings and nput at the comimission level. and dates for tuture public hearings and comment
before the land board The October 30 2012 meetng dicd not satisfy the intent of the open
meeting laws and due process
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r ' Related Materials 5

‘ ' Attachment 2
We. the undersigned., state our objection to the Milk{River Ranch land acquisition by the

Montana Fish, Wndlue & Parks. and Department oftNatural Resources and Conservation. Our.
first fundamental objectton is to the State of Montana'acquiring any more land in fee. Our
second fundamental objectson is that to amount to due process. a public hearing must be
adequately staffed to address the questions and concerns of the attendees. At the public
hearing by Fish, Wildlife. and Parks on October 30. 2012, at the Hill County Electric Meeting
Room, the FWP officer was unable to answer cmzen questions cancerning appraisal. tax, land
valuation, future plans for bison estabhshment future plans for access, dates for future public
hearings and input at the commission level, and dates for future public hearings and comment
before the land board. The October 30. 201>2 meeting did not satisfy the intent of the open

o "\ meefing laws and due process.
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Related Materials

We. the undersigned. state our objection to the Milk River Ranch land AL8GRMER S the
Montana Fish. Wildlife. & Parks. and Department of Natural Resources and Conservation. Our
first fundamental objection is to the State of Montana acquiring any more land in fee. Our
second fundamental objection is that to amount to due process. a public hearing must be
adequately staffed to address the questions and concerns of the attendees. At the public
hearing by Fish, Wildlife, and Parks on October 30. 2012, at the Hill County Electric Meeting
Room, the FWP officer was unable to answer citizen questions conc¢erning appraisal. tax. land
valuation, future plans for bison establishment. future plans for access, dates for future public
hearings and input at the commission level. and dates for future public hearings and comment
before the land board. The October 30. 2012. meeting did not satisfy the intent of the open

meeting laws and due process.
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Related Materials
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WLP Beaver Land Board testimony

Id like to thank the Land Board for having North Swan on the docket today, because it

has important relevance to the Beaver/Skyles conservation easement.

When Mr. Wheeler did his appraisal for the 2010 west side CEs, he calculated the

easements at 83 percent of full fee.

The $14.8 million “bargain sale” in 2010 or 11 nonetheless paid TNC 68 percent of full

value for the development rights extinguished...based on the 2010 appraisal, which as I

said earlier, was $2,331 per acre or $21.79 million.

Mr. Neibergs valuation of unencumbered fee rights on the Beaver/Skyles properties

averaged $10.86 million across 1525 acres, or $7,121 per acre.

His after values for the rights being extinguished by the Beaver Skyles CE (oops, pardon
, “public recreation use” easement) totaled $7.231 million, or $4,742 per acre, and Mr.

Nelbergs helpfully notes the percentage diminution in value for each side, roughly 62 and

67 percent, overall about 67%.

While that seems even-Stephen with the West Swan CE’s, it is not.

TNC actually paid Plum Creek $1,428/acre, therefore the real net percentage of TNCs fee

interest extinguished by the West Swan CE’s ($1,582) is 110%, and TNC still has title.

When we examine the Whitefish State Trust Lands Neighborhood Plan itself, the Plan

presumes an average value of $8,743/acre using state government estimates, but “actual

appraisals around Whitefish are likely to be higher than this estimate.” For his part, Mr.

Neibergs’ analysis said we are at 2004 levels today price wise.

The Plan assumes extinguishments such as Beaver-Skyles would produce “roughly

$4,372 per acre,” based on “Pending legislation, which would allow for the purchase of

development rights by private parties, values this type of conservation easement at 50

percent of the per-acre land value.”

I remind you that pending legislation never passed, which is why this is a “public

recreation use” rather than CONSERVATION easement.

So, based on the Plan, the beneficiaries are only getting 50 percent payment for the

property rights being taken away.

How much value is actually being extinguished? Well, the highest-valued North Swan

land in the 2010 CE carried a $5000 per acre raw value. Mr. Wheeler calculated a

remainder value of $400 per acre for the remaining timber harvest right, all that is left.

Mr. Neibergs also calculates a $238 per acre 50% harvest value at Whitefish, which fits

with Wheeler, and indicates the actual remainder value is nowhere near Mr. Neiberg’s 33

percent or the Plan’s 50 percent conclusion of remaining value.

Furthermore, given the unexplained and probably illegal delay of the Spencer Mountain

timber sale, which should finally be on the Board docket next month, DNRC’s ability to

realize revenue from WSTLNP is not assured. Assuming the remainder rights left to the

trusts are anything over $500 is completely mistaken.

How much does this easement short the affected beneficiary trusts?

Using Neibergs’ fee simple as a basis, $7,121 minus $500 remainder, minus $4,742,

leaves $1,879 per acre uncompensated, $2.87 million short of full-value.

Using Whitefish Plan as a basis, $8,743 minus $500 remainder, minus $4,742 payment

leaves $3,501 per acre uncompensated, or $5.34 million short.
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And yep, I saw the easy-payment appendix, finally, on Thursday night. Even if we ignore
the Plan assumptions with the extra $60 grand or so, the trusts still wind up $2.81 million
to the bad. '

It seems that for today anyway, the Nature Conservancy is getting far closer to full value
for its interests than the affected trust beneficiaries are getting for theirs. Given that our
Constitution expects the Land Board to “secure the largest measure of legitimate
advantage to the beneficiary” of state trusts, I must wonder why.
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Dollar Lake Land Board testimony

When Mr. Neibergs did his conservation easement appraisal (oops, excuse me, public
recreation use easement) appraisal for Beaver Skyles, he did some heavy-duty work
compensating for the market gyrations we’ve seen, a fine job of working the values back
and forth over time. '

In my view, his work is better than Mr. Heine’s. appraisal for Dollar Lake 685.

The issue here isW whether the matter of access is properly accounted for.

I direct your attention to the picture map of the Dollar Lake parcel on Page 3 of 1112-5B.
You will notice a roadway coming right up to the property line on the south. That road
belongs to the guy who nominated this parcel for sale, as Governor Schweitzer should be
able to personally attest, as well as any of you who may have visited the gentleman’s
home.

The Dollar Lake appraiser treated Parcel 685 as “remote.” The fact is, ten seconds after
the bulldozer starts moving, for all intents and purposes of the new owner, this parcel will
have full legal access through the front door. '

I have read other Land Board proceedings where you have staunchly defended valuation
of isolated land bank parcels as having full access.

I am therefore struck by a $5,000 per acre price when Dollar Lake shares a property line
with land Mr. Heine notes was last sold for over $18,000 per acre, and which Mr.
Neibergs’ walk-across calculated at $25,000 current value, and is furthermore 30 feet or
less from the primary access road to a 12,000 square foot plus multimillion-dollar estate,
that will become an integral part of that estate.

Anyone with eyes can see this is some of Common Schools’ most valuable land, and we
can only sell it once. Why are we giving this away at such a screaming bargain?
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I’m here to suggest that the Nature Conservancy should sell these 14,000 acres to DNRC

for a dollar, and I'd like to explain.

The Montana Legacy Project had three phases. Phase 1 was priced at $1,153 per acre;

Phase 2, $2,250 that went to the Forest Service, and the final Phase 3, including this

North Swan land, changed hands in November 2010, averaging $1,428 per acre.

North Swan has three easements on it. The first was implemented before the Montana

Legacy Project and covered 7,200 acres in the Goat and Squeezer creeks. Land Board

minutes show Jeff Hagener explaining this was a $27 to 30 million project. I could find

no document that showed exactly who paid for what.

What I do know is, BPA ratepayers and US taxpayers paid the lions’ share, and they got

ripped off.

I also know for sure that Plum Creek was paid $7,900,000 for a conservation easement on

6,083 acres, an average per acre of $1,298, which Joe Taxpayer forked over through the

Forest Legacy program. ‘

Then, in 2010 Plum Creek sold the remainder rights to TNC for $1,428 as part of MLP

Phase 3. PCL therefore realized about $2,726 per acre, pretty darn good, considering that

ground is now appraised as having $400 bucks an acre value as long-term timber ground.

The other two CE’s are interesting as well. Here you have acreage going for $1,428 in

MLP phase 3, including all fee title rights.

TNC turns around and nominates it for land banking or other disposal of associated rights

to the state. The appraisal by Mr. Wheeler’s company comes in at $21.79 million, or

$2,331 per acre for “full appraised fee purchase value” - a nice paper profit for TNC of

$903 per acre.

Mr. Wheeler then valued the development rights extinguished by the proposed CE at

$18.26 million, or $1,952 per acre.

Then FWP gets BPA ratepayer money, $ 14.8 million, to be applied to a “bargain sale” of
/development rights, averaging $1,582 per acre over 9,350 acres.

In other words, it sure looks like on most of this ground, TNC has already gotten more

for the conservation easements than it paid for unencumbered fee title.

I thought TNC was a nonprofit corporation? Wow, was I wrong.

Now TNC wants another $400 per acre of pure profit, when they should be paying the

state to allow them out from under the management costs and tax liability DNRC is faced

with. As Mr. Wheeler put it in his new appraisal on page 28, the “potential for future

logging within 15 to 20 years” and on page 31: “estimates for commercial timber harvest

remain at 15 to 20 years into the future” or, on page 38, “the subject property does not

have existing merchantable timber located onsite.” 14 thousand acres! That “does not

have merchantable timber onsite?” Yep, it’s mowed off! '

Right now the inventory is only 7.8 million feet of merch timber, 533 feet or basically a

tree and a half] per acre. It wouldn’t surprise me a bit if every stick of that merch wood is

in the SMZs and therefore taboo under the so-called Multi-Resource Management Plan.

Paying TNC 400 bucks an acre to take this albatross off their hands is plain nuts. They

should pay DNRC to take it. I suggest you offer TNC a dollar and see what they say.

After all, it’s a buyer’s market these days.
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Governor Brian Schweitzer

Attorney General Steve Bullock

Secretary of State Linda McCulloch

Auditor Monica Lindeen

Superintendent of Public Instruction Denise Juneau

Office of the Governor
Montana State Capitol Bldg.
P.O. Box 200801

Helena MT 59620-0801

November 5, 2012
To the Montana Land Board, .

At your November and December meetings, you will consider several state trust land transactions
proposed by the City of Whitefish, Whitefish Legacy Partners and Michael Goguen. Together they
will create a legacy of permanent public access, add recreational trails and amenities, and conserve
key viewsheds and watersheds, while putting more than 10 million much-needed dollars into the
coffers of Montana’s schools and universities.

We wholeheartedly support the following components of the Whitefish Legacy Lands Initiative:

e Permanent Recreation Use Easement in Beaver, Skyles and Lion Mountain areas. This
easement will ensure that the public will be able to enjoy these lands forever; will continue to
generate money for schools through active forest management; will provide for more miles
of recreational trails connecting Murray, Woods, Dollar, Beaver and Little Beaver Lakes; and
will guarantee undeveloped open lands forever.

e Beaver Land Bank. With a two home-site development restriction and a dedicated 2 mile
public trail as an addition to the Whitefish Trail, this Land Banking project will ensure that
Whitefish’s scenic vistas will persist and will allow the state to buy higher income producing
lands for trust beneficiaries.

e Whitefish Trail Recreation Licenses in Swift-Lazy Creek, Lupfer, and Spencer Mountain areas
will ensure that existing recreational trail system opportunities that feed the local economy
will grow while generating a steady stream of revenue for the trust beneficiaries.

Countless hours of public meetings, fundraising events, work sessions, trail building, multi-agency
support, public and private partnerships, many volunteers, and nine years of Land Board support,
have turned an idea into a plan, into an on-the-ground reality with 22 miles of world-class trails
known as the “Whitefish Trail”’, and millions of dollars in revenue for the school trust with more to
come.



Related Materials

Attachment 5

Please support the City of Whitefish and Whitefish Legacy Partners’ continued work to secure
permanent public access to these important open forest lands, to generate revenue for Montana’s
school trust, and to build and grow the recreation amenities that are the backbone of the local and

state tourism economies.
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11/18/12 Gmail - (no subject)

’ -
“ 1 . , :
Ga i l Heidi Van Everen <whitefishlegacy@gmail.com>

ey Google

(no subject)
1 message

jim dettmann <jimdettmann@hotmail.com> Sat, Nov 17, 2012 at 12:34 PM
To: info@whitefishlegacy.org

Office of the Governor

Montana State Capitol Bldg.

P.O. Box 200801

Helena MT 59620-0801

November 5, 2012

To the Montana Land Board,

At your November and December meetings, you will consider several state trust land transactions proposed by
the City of Whitefish, Whitefish Legacy Partners and Michael Goguen. Together they will create a legacy of
permanent public access, add recreational trails and amenities, and consere key viewsheds and watersheds,
while putting more than 10 million much-needed dollars into the coffers of Montana’s schools and universities.
We wholeheartedly support the following components of the Whitefish Legacy Lands Initiative:

s Permanent Recreation Use Easement in Beaver, Skyles and Lion Mountain areas. This easement will
ensure that the public will be able to enjoy these lands forever; will continue to generate money for schools
through active forest management; will provide for more miles of recreational trails connecting Murray,
Woods, Dollar, Beaver and Little Beaver Lakes; and will guarantee undeweloped open lands forever.

e Beawer Land Bank. With a two home-site development restriction and a dedicated 2 mile public trail as an
addition to the Whitefish Trail, this Land Banking project will ensure that Whitefish’s scenic istas will
persist and will allow the state to buy higher income producing lands for trust beneficiaries.

e Whitefish Trail Recreation Licenses in Swift-Lazy Creek, Lupfer, and Spencer Mountain areas will ensure
that existing recreational trail system opportunities that feed the local economy will grow while generating
a steady stream of revenue for the trust beneficiaries.

Countless hours of public meetings, fundraising events, work sessions, trail building, multi-agency support, public
and private partnerships, many wlunteers, and nine years of Land Board support, have tumed an idea into a plan,
into an on-the-ground reality with 22 miles of world-class trails known as the “Whitefish Trail”, and millions of
dollars in revenue for the school trust with more to come.

Please support the City of Whitefish and Whitefish Legacy Partners’ continued work to secure permanent public
access to these important open forest lands, to generate revenue for Montana’'s school trust, and to build and
grow the recreation amenities that are the backbone of the local and state tourism economies.

We appreciate your consideration and continued support.

Thank you,
Jim Dettmann

128 Park Avenue

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/ ?ui=28ik=d830ac856 3&v iew=pt&search=inbox &th=13b0f ddb33f 75506 172
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11/18/12 Gmail - (no subject)
Kalispell, MT 59901

jimdettmann@hotmail.com
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