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Flood Multi-Agency Coordination (MAC) Group 

 

    

Flood MACG May 2nd Conference Call Notes 
 
Agencies on the Call: MT DES; DNRC, DPHHS, MT DEQ, MDT, Commerce, MADESC (Local 
Representation), National Weather Service (Missoula, Billings); Corps of Engineers, USGS, FEMA 
Region 8, MT National Guard.   
 
Declarations: 
 
State Declaration: State Declaration Executive Order 12-2018 signed on May 1st, 2018  
 
Click here to access today’s MT DES Daily Situation Report 
 
 
SECC activation level III; 7-day operational periods (Thurs-Thurs) 
 
Weather Service Overview: 
 
National Weather Service - Updated Hydro Graph May 2, 2018 
 
NWS Great Falls Hydro Decision Support Page: 

https://www.weather.gov/tfx/dssriver 

 

http://readyandsafe.mt.gov/Home/Articles/current-secc-situation-report
https://www.weather.gov/tfx/dssriver
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Current River Flooding: 

Above or forecast above MODERATE flood stage 

o Clark Fork River above Missoula 
o Milk River at Tampico 
o Milk River at Glasgow 

• Above or forecast above MINOR flood stage 
o Milk River at Nashua 
o Big Hole River near Melrose 
Current Statewide Hazards:  

• North Central Montana 
o Flood Advisories in effect for Lewis and Clark and Meagher Counties 

 Lowland snowmelt runoff affecting roads and some homes 
o Hydrologic Outlook in effect for Fergus, Judith Basin, Cascade, Gallatin, Beaverhead, 

and Madison Counties 
• Northeast Montana 

o Flood warnings in effect in Phillips and Valley Counties for flooding along the Milk 
River 

• Western Montana 
o Flood warning in effect for Clark Fork River above Missoula 
o Flood advisory in effect for East Central Missoula and Central Powell Counties 

• Southeast Montana 
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o No current hydro impacts but impacts will likely begin as snowmelt continues in the 
mountains this month into next 

Hydrologic Outlook:  

• Near Term (next 7 days) 
o Temperatures will remain warm and this will accelerate or at least continue the 

snowmelt that has begun in the mountains 
o Additional lowland flooding is possible in much of the state due to snowmelt 

alone 
• Long Term (next 90 days) 

o Flooding is still likely along the following Montana waterways: 
 Big Hole River  
 Jefferson River 
 Sun River 
 Clark’s Fork of the Yellowstone River 
 Shields River 
 Clark Fork River 
  

Expected areas of flooding over the next 5 days:  
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Current Snow Water Equivalent by River Basin:  

 
Current Rate of snowmelt in Montana: 
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National Weather Service:  
 
Great Falls:  

- Snow pack is above average for this time of year   
- Snowpack is starting to recede   
- Forecasted heavy precipitation can potentially cause more flooding 

 
Billings:  

- Concern with run offs due to warming weather 
- Run offs potentially can cause higher flows that will extend flooding 

 
Missoula: 

- Concern with Clark Fork River flooding 
- Flathead River, Bitterroot River, and Cottonwood River water level is forecasted to increase 

 
Response Updates: 

- Effective April 30th, 2018, the SECC is elevated to a Level III. 
 
Resource Requests: 

- No new resource requests 
 
Agency Updates from April 25th Call 
 
DNRC – USGS Agreement: Agreement was executed on May 1st, 2018 allowing gauges for high water 
marks to be rapidly deployed. 

- There is limited funding.  DNRC will have to prioritize and/or be selective on location of 
gauges.    

 
DPHHS 

- American Red Cross has a shelter open in Missoula. 
 
 
MADESC – Local DES Coordinators 

- Local coordinators are conducting a call on Tuesday afternoons to gain situational 
awareness, updates on unmet needs, technical assistance, and MAC group 
message/information input. 

- Most of the areas of concern were covered in update. 
- For anticipated resource needs, Carbon County shared the potential need for heavy 

equipment to extract large debris.  Currently Carbon County has a plan and is able to utilize 
heavy equipment through mutual aid. 

- Local jurisdictions were encouraged to take a lot of pictures and to be more thorough with 
their documentation for the new Public Assistance Model.   
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MDT 
- Blue Slide Road in Thompson Falls is closed from flooding damage.  The culvert was plugged, 

causing the water to go over the road and undercut the asphalt.   
- Highway 91 closed due to rockslides.   
- Road map updated every evening  http://roadreport.mdt.mt.gov/travinfomobile/ 

 
Next call will be Wednesday, May 9th at 9 AM.  Call number is 1-888-447-7153, PIN 467642# 
 
If you have updates or information for the MAC Group, please send to mtdesplans@mt.gov.  For 
any time sensitive or critical operational information please contact the MT DES Duty Officer at 406-
324-4777 or at mtdes@mt.gov. 

http://roadreport.mdt.mt.gov/travinfomobile/
mailto:mtdesplans@mt.gov
mailto:mtdes@mt.gov

