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What is Triggering the Update  

New Maps/Studies 

•Notification 
•Public Hearing 
•Defined Time Line 

LOMR 

•Notification 
•Public Hearing 
•Defined Time Line 

Community Assistance 
Visit or Disaster 

Recovery 

•Notification 
•Public Hearing 
•Defined Time Line 

Being Proactive 

•Notification  
•Public Hearing 



New Maps/Studies 

 Pre-LFD Letter 
 
 LFD Letter – starts the 6 

month adoption 
 
 Post-LFD Letter or email 
 
 DNRC starts coordination 

with community 
 
 Bi-monthly and weekly calls 

and emails 

 



LOMR 

 Working on Pre- LOMR Letter 
 
 LOMR determination 

document – with issue date 
and effective date 

 
 Post-LOMR Letter or email 
 
 DNRC starts coordination 

with community 
 
 Weekly calls and emails 

 



CAV or Disaster Recovery 

 CAV Follow-up Letter establishing a time frame 
 
 DNRC starts coordination with community 
 
 Monthly and Weekly calls and emails 

 



Being Proactive                  
(Amendments and Updates) 

 Community Time Frame 
 
 Community coordinates with DNRC and FEMA 
 
 
 

 



Community needs to work with legal 
council on adoption/amendment 

procedures 

 What is the community notification procedure? 
 What is the community adoption timeline? 
 Who makes the final decision on 

adoptions/amendments for community? 
 Are other boards required to review the 

document? 
 What is the notification timeline for board reviews 

and public hearings? 
 What is the general notification process 

 

 



 Stand Alone Document 
 Input specific community information 
 Land use Boards are aware of 

responsibility  
 Findings and Fact for Higher Standards 
 Review times needed 
 Legal department has reviewed document 
 Legal department has reviewed 

Enforcement Section 
 

 

Community Prepares 
Ordinance/Regulations for Review  



Three Paths 

Community 

•Provides Draft 
to FEMA and 
DNRC 

•Corrects and 
resends any 
updates 

•Notification 
•Public Hearing  
•Adoption 
•Updating 

community 
information 

State (DNRC) 

•Need 30 days 
for review 

• Initial review 
Information 

• Final approval 
after community 
adoption and 
signature page 

•Update CIS 
 
 
 

Federal (FEMA) 

•Need 30 days 
for review 

•Checklist 
•May contact 

community 
during process  

•Update CIS 

Review time could be longer if not using the State Model Ordinance 



State Review Process – Initial Review 

 Review of Document 
 
 Checklist 
 
 Email, call, or letter 

 
 Coordinate with FEMA to 

make sure they have draft 
document and state initial 
review 

 
 

 76-5-302 MCA – Local ordinance, 
regulations, or resolutions are 
found acceptable by the 
department. 

 
 36.16.202 ARMs – Approval of 

Local Regulations   
◦ 1 – Copies of all regulations meet 

minimum standards and are sent to the 
department 

◦ 2 – Department shall notify by letter 
approval or disapproval 

◦ 3 – Any changes to the regulations or 
administrative and enforcement 
procedures proposed shall be sent to the 
department for approval 

  



State Review Process – Final Approval 

 Review of Adopted Document 
 
 Get copy of Signature Pages 
 
 Update Community 

information for state offices 
 

 Create and send Formal 
Approval Letter to 
Community 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
July 3, 2014 

Shawn Higley 
Floodplain Administrator  
Broadwater County 
1275 Maple St., Ste F 
Helena, MT  59601 
 
Dear Shawn, 

Thank you for all of your hard work these past few months in revising and adopting Broadwater 
County Floodplain Hazard Management Regulations to coincide with the new Digital Flood 
Insurance Rate Maps (DFIRMs) that are going into effect for Broadwater County on August 18, 
2014.  The Montana Department of Natural Resources and Conservation’s (DNRC) Floodplain 
Management Program’s review of local regulations is intended to ensure that proposed local 
regulations meet the minimum state floodplain standards prior to adoption.  DNRC has completed 
its review and received all applicable documentation on Broadwater County’s floodplain 
regulations adopted by the Board of Broadwater County Commissioners on June 23, 2014.   

This letter is intended to provide official notice that the DNRC Floodplain Management Program 
finds that Broadwater County’s 2014 Floodplain Hazard Management Regulations adopted on 
June 23, 2014 are approved based on staff’s thorough review and determination that the document 
appears to meet all the required minimum state standards.  Please be advised that as of the date of 
this letter, DNRC has updated Broadwater’s community file and submitted all required 
documentation to Marijo Brady with the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 
Region VIII office. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact the DNRC Floodplain Management Program.   

Sincerely, 
 
Traci Sears 
Montana NFIP/CAP Coordinator 
Montana DNRC Floodplain Program 
 
cc:   Marijo Brady, FEMA Region VIII 
        John Connors, Montana DNRC Helena Regional Office  

 



State Review Process – Update CIS 
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