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Floodplain Maps & Reports 
 Form the technical basis for local    
    floodplain management 
  Key Tool for Assessing & 

Communicating Risk 
 



They are Your Community’s Maps 
and Reports 
 Used for: 
◦ Permitting, Ordinances/Regulations 
◦ Flood Insurance - requirements and ratings 
◦ Mitigation Activities 

 Used by:   
◦ Floodplain Administrators, Planners, Engineers, 

Insurance Agents, Lenders, Realtors, Surveyors, 
Sanitarians, Disaster and Emergency Officials 

 Important that they Adequately Reflect 
Current Flood Risk 



Floodplain 
Administrators 
play a critical role 
in having and 
maintaining 
floodplain maps & 
reports that 
adequately reflect 
the community’s 
risk 



Floodplain Maps and Reports 
FEMA and the State of Montana recognize 

that changes to the maps and reports over 
time are necessary due to: 
◦ Improvements in techniques for 

assessing flood hazards 
◦ Availability of new scientific or technical 

data 
◦ Changes in physical conditions – natural 

or human caused 



Existing maps and reports were prepared according 
to approved technical standards 
 
Revisions to those maps and reports need to follow 
approved processes with specific standards  

Processes for Map Revisions/New Mapping 
1. FEMA Projects 
2. State Adoption Projects 
3. Physical Map Revisions (PMRs) 
4. Letter of Map Revisions (LOMRs) 

 
 



State Goals for Map Revisions/New 
Mapping:  

 Consistent engineering and mapping 
standards  

 Concurrent state/federal technical review 
and approval  

 Consistent public notice and adoption 
procedures   



1.  FEMA Mapping Projects: 
 County-wide/Community/Watershed 

Replacement Map  
Panels Issued 



2.  State Adoption Projects: 

 Adopted by State 
 Communities can regulate to maps 
 Not used for flood insurance until FEMA adopts 



3. Physical Map Revisions (PMRs) 
• Large-scale study that gets incorporated into 
 FEMA maps 
•  Correction/update that involves multiple map 
 panels  

Replacement Map  
Panels Issued 



Replacement Map Panels 



 
4. Letter of Map Revisions (LOMRs)* 

 

* FIRM maps and/or FIS reports are not  physically 
revised & republished. They are revised by Letter only. 

• Floodplain updates that involve small areas   
• Better data, better modeling, physical changes 
• Projects that physically change the mapped 
floodplain  
  



Letter of Map Revisions (LOMRs) –  
FEMA Map Service Center*  

FIRM Panel Not  
Re-Issued, Need to 

look at actual 
LOMR document 

* Map Service Center  
    getting updated 



National Flood Hazard Layer 
LOMRs are incorporated into National Flood Hazard Layer  

(for digital communities) 



What Does this Mean for 
Communities? 
 All map changes require community 

involvement  
 All map changes involve individual notice to 

affected landowners (usually done by 
community) 

 All map changes involve legal notice 
publication in local paper(usually done by 
FEMA) 

 All map changes require an appeal/comment 
period (usually 90 days) 

 



What Does this Mean for 
Communities? 
 Community collects and reviews 

appeals/comments, forwards to FEMA  
 Once appeals/comments have been 

reviewed and resolved by FEMA/State, 
maps are finalized 

 Communities need to incorporate map 
changes into their ordinance/regulations 
when the changes become effective 



Resources/Assistance 

DNRC will assist 
communities with 
Map Revision and 

New Mapping  
Processes 

Tiffany Lyden   DNRC Helena Office    444-0599    tlyden@mt.gov 
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