
The MT DNRC Floodplain Program is pleased to announce its 

2013 Floodplain Legal & Sustainable Development Workshop 
Helena, July 22-23; Miles City, July 25-26 

www.mtfloodplain.mt.gov  
 

     
 
 

 
 
 
This workshop is intended to provide tools and information for local communities faced with 
a myriad of complex issues that affect the viability of the community economically and 
aesthetically.  This session will provide a framework for leveraging private and public 
resources and information to achieve thriving community resilience.  Additionally, this day 
and a half long workshop focuses on creating mechanisms for communities to initiate 
independent work groups that can further discuss workshop goals.   
 
The MT DNRC Floodplain Program is excited to collaborate with Ed Thomas, Esq., Don 
Watson, FAIA-CIP, Alessandra Jorelleman, MPA, CFM, and David Mallory, P.E., CFM, on this 
legal workshop.  All are leading experts in the nation on hazard mitigation, floodplain 
litigation, and architectural urban design and planning focusing on sustainability and 
resilience and architectural best practices – please see their detailed biographies: 
 
Ed Thomas, Esq.- is the President of the Natural Hazard Mitigation Association; and is the 
Chair of the Hazards Sub-Committee of the Land Use Planning and Zoning Committee, of the 
American Bar Association.  Ed also serves on the Advisory Committee of the Natural Hazards 
Center and the American Geophysical Union.  He is a former board Member of the 
Association of State Floodplain Managers (ASFPM); and now serves as the Senior Liaison for 
that organization’s No Adverse Impact Committee. 

http://www.mtfloodplain.mt.gov/


 
Ed retired from the Department of Homeland Security – Federal Emergency Management 
Agency after nearly 35 years of Public Service.  During his time in government, he worked 
primarily in Disaster Mitigation, Preparedness, and Response.  He was also extensively 
involved in Community Development, during his almost 10 years with the Department of 
Housing and Urban Development.  Ed worked on about 200 disasters and emergencies, 
serving as the President’s on-scene representative, the Federal Coordinating Officer, dozens 
of times. 
 
Ed is an Attorney, and is a frequent lecturer on Emergency Management issues, especially the 
Constitutional and Legal Aspects of Floodplain Regulations.  He has authored dozens of 
publications and articles on various disaster-related issues and regularly participates as a 
member of National Task Forces and other boards in developing national disaster-related and 
floodplain management policies.   
 
Ed has received numerous national and international awards including the nation’s highest 
award for floodplain management: The Goddard-White Award from the Association of State 
Floodplain Managers.  In addition, he received the Gulf of Maine Visionary Award from the 
International Gulf of Maine Council, for his efforts in helping develop the NOAA StormSmart 
Coasts Program; and their first lifetime achievement award from the Georgia Association of 
Floodplain Management.   
 
Donald Watson, FAIA, CIP – is an architect, urban designer and planner.  He is principal of 
EarthRise design, providing planning and design services for civic, institutional and urban 
projects, serving governmental and corporate clients in the United States and abroad, with 
focus upon environmental design, sustainability and resilience. 
 
Donald Watson is a published author of several books focusing on best practices and lessons 
to create buildings and communities that are more resilient in the face of severe weather, 
climate change, and the prospect of rising sea level.  Don is former chair of the Yale School of 
Architecture Environmental Design Program, and former professor and dean of the School of 
Architecture, Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute.  He received the 2002 ACSA Distinguished 
Professor Award and the 2005 AARC Haecker Leadership Award for Architectural.  His 
publications include Climatic Building Design, winner in the Architecture and Urban Planning 
category of the American Publishers Award for Professional and Scholarly Excellence.   
 
Don has served as facilitator for numerous community design workshops, in addition to being 
active in studies and proposals to improve the processes of research, innovation and early 
adoption of best practices in architecture.   
 
Alessandra Jerolleman, MPA, CFM - Alessandra Jerolleman is the founder and Executive 
Director of the Natural Hazard Mitigation Association (NHMA).  Ms. Jerolleman also owns a 
consulting practice specializing in building resilience, hazard mitigation, and training.  She 
currently serves as one of the Tri-Chairs for the National Hazard Mitigation Collaborative 



Alliance, sits on the board of the Greater New Orleans Disaster Recovery Partnership, and sits 
on the Executive Committee of the American Society of Public Administration’s Section on 
Emergency and Crisis Management.  She is the co-author of a textbook, “Natural Hazard 
Mitigation,” published by CRC Press in 2012.  She is currently a doctoral candidate at the 
University of New Orleans.  Ms. Jerolleman has acquired wide-ranging experience in the 
private, non-profit, and academic sectors.  
 
Ms. Jerolleman’s experience includes the following: serving as a Program Specialist in the Gulf 
Coast with Save the Children USA, working on a resilience initiative around children’s needs in 
emergencies;  hazard mitigation planning at the local, state and campus level; community 
education and outreach regarding mitigation measures and preparedness; development of 
collaborative networks and information sharing avenues among practitioners; and, delivery of 
training and education to various stakeholders.  She is involved in various aspects of planning 
and policy and the national and local level, including participation in several workshops each 
year.  Ms. Jerolleman speaks on many topics including: hazard mitigation and climate change; 
campus planning; threat, hazard and vulnerability assessments; hazard mitigation planning; 
protecting children in disasters; and, public/private partnerships. 
 
David Mallory, P.E., CFM - David Mallory is a graduate of Colorado State University and has 
over 30 years of floodplain management experience in the Denver Metropolitan Area.  He 
currently serves as the Senior Project Engineer in the Floodplain Management Program of the 
Urban Drainage and Flood Control District. 
 
David is active in several professional organizations and serves as the co-chair of the 
Floodplain Management Committee for NAFSMA and on the Board of Directors for NHMA. 
 
David maintains a high level of interest in traditional floodplain management issues, such as 
floodplain mapping, as well as emerging sustainability topics related to floodplain 
preservation and protection of the natural and beneficial functions of stream and river 
systems. 
 
 

Access the following link to REGISTER ONLINE:  https://app.mt.gov/cgi-
bin/confreg2/index.cgi?CONFERENCE_ID=2943&ACTION=INTRO 

Or contact: 
Briona Shipman 

MT DNRC Floodplain Training Coordinator 
bshipman@mt.gov 

406-444-1300 
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