
The Elevation Certificate
FEMA Form 81-31



Purpose of the Certificate

Required to rate post-FIRM and some 
pre-FIRM buildings.

Determine compliance with floodplain 
management ordinance.

Support LOMA/LOMR-F.

Prerequisite for the CRS.



The proverbial “cross-training” 
shoe!

The primary purpose of the EC is to rate a flood 
insurance policy.
However, it has since become the primary form 
for documenting building compliance with 
floodplain regulations.
There are disconnects between insurance and 
compliance, which can often lead to problems in 
using this form as the sole documentation for 
building compliance.



The EC and CRS
Maintaining Elevation Certificates is a 
participatory prerequisite to the CRS 
program.
Maintaining EC’s means:
• All new construction/substantial improvements 

must have a completed EC.
• The EC’s must be complete and “error-free”.
• Regardless of the amount of verified credit a 

community has, failure to maintain EC’s can lead 
to a retrogression to Class10!



Maintenance Responsibility
The responsibility of maintaining EC’s lies 
with 2 parties:

The Surveyors: It is their responsibility to read 
the instructions and complete the EC as 
instructed!
The Community: It is the community’s 
responsibility to review each form for 
completeness and accuracy. If the form is not 
complete and accurate, it should not be 
accepted!



The New EC
The New EC became 
effective February 28, 2006.
Can be down loaded at:
www.fema.gov/nfip/elvinst.shtm

http://www.fema.gov/nfip/elvinst.shtm�


Completing the Elevation 
Certificate

FEMA offers an excellent tutorial on how to 
properly complete an elevation certificate that can 
be found at the following website:

http://training.nfipstat.com/ecsurveyor/

http://training.nfipstat.com/ecsurveyor/�


Letters of Map Correction
FEMA uses 2 methods to make map changes:
Physical Map Revisions-involves publishing a new 
map panel(s) and index.
Letters of Map Correction (LOMC)- In lieu of a 
physical map revision, FEMA amends a map by 
letter
• LOMA-recognizes that a natural/pre-existing condition 

where a site is not subject to flooding as reflected on the 
FIRM

• LOMR- recognizes a man-made alteration to the 
floodplain that has altered the condition of flooding for a 
site (i.e.: channel alteration or fill)



The Order of Precedence for determining 
a BFE at a Specific Location

1) The Floodway Data Table (if available) is the 
most accurate source for BFE’s. These BFE’s 
are listed to 0.1 foot. However, this data is only 
good for sites on or next to a cross section.

2) The Flood Profile.
3) The FIRM. This is the least accurate source of 

elevation data, because BFE’s are rounded to 
the nearest whole foot, and often involves 
“interpolation”.



Letter of Map Changes

Let’s take a look at Flathead County’s LOMC Process!
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