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What is Drought

Drought Water Planning Background--1990 State Water
Plan Section Issues
--2013 Legislature Statute (Gov's Drought and
Water-Supply Committee)

Existing "tools"
--Information (forecasting, monitoring)
--Mitigation/Drought Assistance
--Temporary measures to improve water supply

New Tools ?
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Drought is a deficiency of precipitation over an extended

period of time, usually a season or more:
Results in water or soil moisture shortage for some resource.
Drought is a normal, recurrent feature of climate.
Drought usually defined relative to some long-term average or "normal"

Totsl Annual Discharge Wolume: Yellowstone River Mainstem (Acre-Teet X 100} Ygllowstone River at Billings—Historic Annual Total Discharge 1930-2011
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Information on Drought and Water Supply

July 1036. Miles City, Montana. "Drought refugees from Glendive, Montana, en

route to Washington state." Yet another carload of Dust Bowl migrants. Photo by
Arthur Rothstein for the Resettlement Administration.
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. Drought monitoring and early warning

. Impact Assessment;

. Coordination of Government actions;

. Triggering Mechanisms (-Palmer drought Index)
. Assistance Programs

. Funding for drought programs

. Research and educational programs

. Drought mitigation strategies
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Gov's Drought and Water-Supply Committee

General Info ' Drought Committee ' Drought Status Overview ' How Do I?

About the Montana Governor's Drought and
Water Supply Advisory Committee

The Governor's Drought Advisory Committee was established by an act of the Montana State Leqgislature,
MCA Sec. 2-15-3308 Drought Advisory Committee, in 1991 following the drought years of the late 1980s,
including the highly publicized Yellowstone National Park wildfire year of 1988. The rationale behind the
initiative to create a state drought advisory committee was that if state, local, and federal officials who
monitor water supply and moisture conditions can be brought together on a regular basis, and ahead of
the seasons when impacts are most likely to occur to Montana's economy and her natural resources,
advance measures can be taken to lessen the degree of those impacts.

HBOO59: AN ACT REVISING THE TITLE AND DUTIES OF THE DROUGHT ADVISORY COMMIITTEE TO INCLUDE
AMALY SIS OF WATER SUPPLIES AND FLOODING; AMENDING SECTIONZ2-15-3308, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN
IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE.

63rd Legislature amended Section 2-15-3308, MCA.
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(Released Thursday, Mar. 6, 2014)
Valid 7 am. EST

.S. Drought Monitor March 4, 2014

Drought Impact Types
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Moniana Water Supply and Maistura Status by County - Febnmary, 2014
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Prior Appropriation is the original drought-

management tool !
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FSA: Eleven Additional Counties Ceclared Matural Dhisaster Areas are
Eligibie o Apply Tor FSEA Emargancy Loans
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Mentana Counties Reguesting USSDA Secretarnial Natural Disaster
Determinations (NDD=s) with Request Stalbes

Grants and Loeans Tor Drought-Related Assistance

Bureau of Redamaation
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% New Tools for Drought Readiness? ' =. " {
(examples from other Western States--OR, WA, CO)
1. Conservation Incentives ?
2. Water Banks and Markets
3. Voluntary transfers of water

4. Integration of all efforts at water management =
(quantity and quality of domestic, municipal, industrial ,wildlife supply)

To an extent MT has 2 and 3-- do they
need modification and/or expansion ?

Do we need more Tools ?
L A |
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