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GLOSSARY

Acre
A unit of land containing 4,840 square yards {43,560 square feet).

Acre-foot
Enough water to cover one acre to a depth of one foot. This amount is equal to 43,560 cubic feet or 325,300
gallons.

Alluvium
Material deposited gradually by moving water.

Annual yield
The supply of water produced by a stream or watershed over a one-year period.

Aqueduct
A conduit or lined canal designed to transfer water from one point to another.

Aquifer
Water-bearing rocks or formations.

Artesian well
A well wherein the pressure of the strata is so great that it forces the water to the surface.

Channelization
The confining of a stream to a man-made channel.

Continental
Describes a climate characterized by low surface humidity, large diurnal temperature variations and pronot 1:ed
temperature extremes, light but variable precipitation confined primarily to warmer seasons, and mod>rate
prevailing wind speeds,

Cubic feet per second (cfs)
A measure of flow equal to 448.8 gallons per minute or 40 Montana miner’s inches.

Diversion
The taking of water from a water body by means of a canal, pipe, ditch, or other direct means.

Drainage area
See watershed.

Ephermeral stream
See intermittent stream.

Eutrophication

The process of producing greater amounts of organic matter in a body of water than can be consumed through
existing biological oxidation processes. This condition may be caused by natural or artificial fertilizatior in
conjunction with other growth factors.
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Evaporation
The process by which a substance changes from the liquid state to the gas or vapor state.

Evapotranspiration
The combination of water loss through evaporation (from soil and'su rface water bodies) and transpiration (fr-m
ptants).

Fluvial
Pertaining to a river.

Freeze-free season
The period of the year when the temperature does not drop below 33°F or 1°C.

Glaciation
The modification of the topography by glaciers.

Humidity
The degree of moisture in the atmosphere expressed as a percentage of the atmosphere’s capacity.

Hydrology
The science of the behavior of water in the atmosphere, on the earth’s surface, and underground.

Impervious Rock
Rock which, being nonporous or practically so, does not allow water to soak into it or pass through it freely.

Indian summer
A period of warm or mild weather late in autumn or in early winter.

Infiltration
The downward entry of water {as into soil).

Intermittent stream
One that carries water only in times of rainfall or runoff, and remains a dry channel during the rest of the year.

Intermontane
Lying between mountains.

Mean annual streamflow
The average yearly flow of a river.

Multiobjective planning
A water-planning approach which deals with the objectives of national economic development, regional develop-
ment, and environmental quality.

Multipurpose project
A project designed to serve more than one purpose; for example, one which provides irrigation, flood control,
recreation, and hydroelectric power.

Nutrient
Anything which promotes growth or provides nourishment.

Per capita
Per person.

Perennial stream
A stream that carries water throughout the year, as opposed to an intermittent stream.
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Permeable rock
Rock, either porous or fissured, that allows water to soak inte it and pass through it freely.

Physiography
Physical geography; a description of the natural features of the surface of the earth.

Porosity
The capacity of rock or soil to hold water, usually expressed as the percentage of the soil or rock volum: "0t
occupied by soil or rock particles.

Precipitation
Any form of water, whether liquid or solid, that falls to the ground from the atmosphere.

Recharge area

An area in which an aquifer receives water by force of gravity; usually where a permeable layer lies close 10 he
surface.

Relative humidity
The ratio of the amount of water vapor actually present in the air to the greatest amount possible at the sa ne
temperature,

Return flow
Diverted water which is not consumed and returns to a surface or ground-water body.

Riprap
A foundation or sustaining wall of stones put together without order.

Runoff
That portion of rainfall or melted snow which ultimately reaches a surface stream.

Sedimentary
Formed by deposition or accretion of grains or fragments of rock-making materials. Applied to all kinds of depnos its
from the waters of streams, lakes, or seas and in a more general sense to deposits of wind and ice.

Sedimentation
The process of deposition of materials from suspension in water of streams, lakes, and seas, or from the actir of
wind or ice.

Semi-maritime
Describes a climate reflecting modified Pacific air mass characteristics, including milder winters, cooler
summers, a more even annual distribution of precipitation, higher humidity, more cloudiness in all seasons and
lighter winds than those associated with continental climates.

Semi-Pacific
See semi-maritime.

Sheet erosion
The removal of a fairly uniform layer of soils or materials from the land surface by the action of rainfail or r. n - ff
water.

Stratification
The layering of sediments into beds, or strata.

Thermal
Hot or warm. Often used to describe water heated by natural means.

Topography
The configuration of a surface, its relief, and the position of its natural and man-made figures.
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Total dissolved solids
Minerals and other solids which form a residue after evaporation of water.

Transpiration
The emission of water vapor from the surface of plant parts.

Tributary
A stream that discharges its waters to a larger stream.

Watershed
The area from which water drains to a single point; in a naturalbasin, the area contributing flowto a given pointon

a stream (drainage area).

Water table :
The top of the zone of saturation in which all rocks are saturated with water.
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