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Governor’s Drought Advisory Committee
Snowpack and Streamflow Update

May 15th, 2018

Gallatin River @ Norris Bridge near 
Four Corners, MT on 5/13/2018 @ 
2,800 cfs. The river dropped from 
4,000 cfs on Friday 5/11/2018. It’s 
coming back up. 
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Rapid low and mid-
elevation melt























NOTE: This graphic does not 
include high-elevation snowpack. 
Badger Pass SNOTEL burned in 
Sept. 2017





• Snowpack remains above normal for this time of year in many river basins, especially at mid and 
high-elevations

• Low to mid-elevation melt has been rapid in some river basins. Red Rock River basin and snowpack 
feeding streams that flow into Helena, and Boulder River, most effected. 

• Significant snowpack remaining at mid and high elevations will sustain long-duration high flows 
over the month (or two), but length of this will be weather dependent. 

• Streamflow forecasts as of May 1st indicate near to well above average seasonal river volumes for 
the May 1st – July 31st time period. Some forecasted values are approaching record flows for some 
river basins. 

• The coming month will be critical in determining the timing and volume of runoff this spring and 
summer.  
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